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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jan 5 – 11, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Deuteronomy
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
THU 7.30 pm Biblical Covenants

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
Adults Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this
Wed, Jan 7, 09 at 7.45pm. Venue: RELC, Level
6, Newton Room (Room 601). Message:
“Without Charity I Am Nothing” by Pr Dennis
Kabingue. All are welcome. Contact Judith at
96729973 for details.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Jan 10, 09 at 3.30pm in the home of
Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Message:
“Christ our King” by Rev Stephen Khoo. Contact
Herbert at 94377715 for details.
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held this Sat,
Jan 10, 09 at Mr and Mrs William Teo’s home,
Blk 835 Woodlands St 83 #12-113, 3.30pm.
Program: Bible Study on Acts by Rev Dr Jeffrey
Khoo. Contact William Teo at 91831150 for
details.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan
Opening Hymn No. 21
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 90
Hymn No. 353
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 354
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan
Scripture Text I Thess 5
Pastoral Prayer Rev Stephen Khoo
Sermon Live As Children of

Light
(Rev Stephen Khoo)

Closing Hymn No. 355
Benediction Rev Stephen Khoo

Triumphant Faith in Trying Times
Jeffrey Khoo

Christians are not spared the trials and
hardships, the pains and sufferings of life. Many
a time, believers of Jesus Christ who wish to live
godly and faithfully in obedience to the Holy
Scriptures are persecuted by the ungodly and the
wicked, even by those who call themselves
“Christian.” This should come as no surprise to
believers because the Apostle Peter had already
warned, “But there were false prophets also
among the people, even as there shall be false
teachers among you, who privily shall bring
in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord
that bought them, and bring upon themselves
swift destruction. And many shall follow their
pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of
truth shall be evil spoken of” (2 Pet 2:1-2).

When we see or face such evil, what should
we do? We should know and search the
Scriptures for divine counsel and comfort.

Read and study the first epistle of
Peter which was written to Christians
who were going through persecution
because of their faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. In 1 Peter 2:1-3, we are told,
“Wherefore laying aside all malice,
and all guile, and hypocrisies, and
envies, and all evil speakings, As
newborn babes, desire the sincere
milk of the word, that ye may grow
thereby: If so be ye have tasted that
the Lord is gracious.”

In times of persecution, can a
Christian truly be happy? 1 Peter 1:3-
4 tells us that the Lord by His grace
has gotten for us a lively hope and
not only a lively hope but also an
inheritance that is incorruptible. That
is why as Christians we can be very
and truly happy. We rejoice in the
Lord because of the certainty of our
faith; we are being preserved and kept
by God and cannot lose our salvation.
We will be with Christ one day
and enjoy the blessings of heaven
forever—100% guaranteed!

Some of us may be going through
a very tough time because we desire
to live a life of faith and obedience,
which is pleasing to the Lord. The
world does not appreciate this, and
opposes us. We are unjustly treated,
slandered against, and deprived of our
rights. In times like these, we just
need to endure and persevere in the
faith, trusting the Lord. It is a spiritual
battle. The evil forces are dark and
destructive, but the Lord is good andChurch Choir Carolling at the home of Mrs Elizabeth Mahadevan, Dec 21, 2008

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day S$17,055;
RM10; Watchnight Service S$19,223; EUR2;
RM205;
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $1,000, $200,
$50; Rev Jeffrey Khoo $1,000; Rev Prabhudas
Koshy $1,000, $500, $30; Rev Wee Eng Moh $50;
Rev Hien (Brisbane) $200; Amos Go (Myanmar)
$200; Dr & Mrs Wee (Kemaman) $200; Marilyn
Nanta (Kuching) $100; BCEA Tanzania $100;
Baraka BPC $200; Brisbane BPC $100;
Gethsemane BPC $500; Bible Witness $1,000;
Mrs Tow $500; Wendy Teng $100; FEBC
Bookroom $100; FEBC $1,000, $350, $100, $50
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$44,908; EUR2; RM215
Church Building Fund $2,200, $1,000, $500,
$255, $200, $100, $100 Total: S$856,457.27;
USD600

Sunday School Offering: $283.00

Verse for the Week: He that begetteth a fool doeth
it to his sorrow: and the father of a fool hath no
joy. Prov 17:21

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Ephesians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Catechism Class for 2009 Easter Baptism will
commence on Jan 18, 09. Those seeking Baptism,
Reaffirmation of Faith and Transfer of Membership
are to attend the Catechism Class.
FCM POLY Excursion to SP & NP Open House
will be held this Sat, Jan 10, 09. Those intending to
enroll in these 2 polytechnics, please meet at Dover
MRT Station at 9.30am. Contact Samuel Goh at
91817471 for details.



all-powerful, and He will grant us the grace
to fight the good fight of faith to the glory of
His Name. The Lord permits such trials to
come our way in order to purify us in the
faith. Know that our affliction is but for a
season. The things of this earth are only
temporary, they only last for a short time,
and will one day pass away. But the things
of heaven, our salvation and rewards in
Christ, are forever.

The Lord promised in Matthew 5:10-12,
“Blessed are they which are persecuted
for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when
men shall revile you, and persecute you, and
shall say all manner of evil against you
falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets
which were before you.”

Let us continue to trust in the Lord, not
just in good times but also, and more so, in
bad times. May the forever infallible and
inerrant words of God be our comfort and
our counsel in these perilous days of great
unbelief and wickedness.

***************

God’s Perfect Gift
(A sermon preached by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
at the Christmas Eve Gospel Service of True

Life BPC, December 24, 2008)

John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”

Besides all the festive eating and
drinking, one common feature of the
Christmas season is shopping and giving.
However, all the eating, drinking and
shopping at Christmas time have distracted
people from what Christmas truly means.
The loud and noisy Christmas of the world
has all but drowned out the good news that
Jesus Christ was born to save the world from

sin. Christmas is not about what man can
do for man, but about what God has done
for man, and how man must get right with
God.

This is what we want to do tonight
as we commemorate and celebrate
Christmas, which is to recapture the
message and meaning of Christmas which
is John 3:16, God’s Perfect Gift to man.
What is God’s Perfect Gift to man? How
can it be described? From John 3:16, we
find that the Gift of God:

Is Wrapped with Love

You may have received many gifts
from men, but have you received the gift
of God? God has given, and His gift is
wrapped with His love. When we give
to others, we usually will wrap the gift
with colourful and attractive gift papers.
People somehow find it important to wrap
their gifts. I see long queues in shopping
centres or department stores which offer a
gift-wrap service to their customers. It is a
nice thing to do, to make sure the gift is
presented nicely wrapped; makes the gift
personal and thoughtful. Well, God also
gives us His gift all wrapped up. Wrapped
up with what? Wrapped up with His love.
“For God so loved the world, that He
gave ….” This tells us that He gave out of
His heart—His heart of love. He was
moved by love, pure love, true love,
unconditional love.

Do we give like this? Usually when
man gives, he gives from somewhat
selfish reasons; he gives expecting
something in return. When we give
someone a present, how many a time have
we expected that someone to give
something back to us? And when that does
not happen, we get upset and we blacklist
that person for life—he is no longer on
my gift list. When God gives, He gives
unconditionally, with no strings attached.

He gave selflessly Himself for us sinful and
selfish people in order that we might be
saved from our sins.

Required His All

What do we give to our family and
friends? Do we give things that are useful
and meaningful? In today’s hard economic
times, people are not spending on luxury but
practical goods, and buying useful stuff like
kitchen ware or home equipment etc as
presents. But were there times when we give
away the things people give to us because
we have no use or need of them? Were there
times we just do not know what to give
to people, or give away things what we
ourselves do not want? We are just not very
thoughtful and careful in our giving.

What did God give to us? “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, ….” God gave us His all, His
best, His beloved and only begotten Son—
the Lord Jesus Christ—to save us from our
sins. God loved the world so much that He
gave to us someone and something we all
need badly—a Saviour and salvation. Jesus
was born to die for our sins. He died on the
cross, He shed His precious blood for the
remission of sin, He was buried, and on the
third day rose from the dead as He promised
so that we might live through Him.

Not only did God the Father give us His
all, God the Son also gave us His all, yes,
even His life to save us from our sins. “For
when we were yet without strength, in due
time Christ died for the ungodly. For
scarcely for a righteous man will one die:
yet peradventure for a good man some
would even dare to die. But God
commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us” (Rom 5:6-8).

Lasts Forever

The gifts that we receive year after year

do not last very long. I wonder how many
of us remember or still have the gifts of
yesteryear. The earthly gifts of man come
and go, but the heavenly gift from God
remains forever. That is because of the
infinite worth of God’s gift. John 3:16
says, “For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” God
does not wish for man to die but to live.
John 3:17 says, “For God sent not his Son
into the world to condemn the world; but
that the world through him might be
saved.”

If we are suffering from a deadly
disease, and a doctor comes along and say,
“I have the skill and the knowledge to
cure you. Be my patient, and I will treat
you for free until you get well,” we will
be so happy, and immediately entrust
ourselves into his care, hoping for the
best. But do we not see that we are all
suffering from the most deadly disease of
all which is sin? We were born with it. It
destroys our body and our soul. Jesus
Christ comes to save both our soul and
body from sin’s destruction. He is the
Great Physician, and will heal us for sure.
He says, “Trust me, I will heal you, and it
is totally free of charge.” The Lord does
not want us to die but to live, and not only
live for a while but forever. I plead with
you tonight to believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ. You might have received many
presents already, but do not miss out on
this present from God, His gift of love, of
His Son, of eternal life.

If you will accept the Lord Jesus Christ
tonight as your Saviour, then just say this
simple prayer, “Lord Jesus, please save
me.” You will have eternal life—the gift
of gifts—that only Jesus can give; a gift
that is wrapped with His love, which
required His all, and lasts forever.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jan 12 – 18, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Deuteronomy
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
THU 7.30 pm Biblical Covenants

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class (Room 810)
10.30 am Worship (Rev Prabhudas Koshy)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
2.30 pm Evangelism

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Jan 17, 09 at 3.30pm in the home of
Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Message:
“The Christian’s Call to Be a Disciple of Christ”
by Dn Paul Cheng. Contact Herbert at 94377715
for details.
Brisbane BPC will hold its 2nd Anniversary
Thanksgiving Service on the Lord’s Day, March
15, 2009. True Lifers planning to go for the
anniversary service can see Mrs Jemima Khoo
for information. Speaker: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
Church Camp 2009 (June 8–12) at Resort
Lautan Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in
Christ.” Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 538
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 89
Hymn No. 179
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 380
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Dan 9:24-27
Sermon Israel in Prophecy

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 266 (Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

Called to East Africa
To Kenya

(Testimony of Miss Bai Eun Young at the Family
Worship and Prayer Meeting of True Life BPC

on 5 December 2008)

serve Him.

When I was young—about 10 years old—my
Sunday school teachers used to show us Christian
movies. One day they showed us a movie about a
missionary serving in a remote area. The lady

missionary seemed to be single and very
active in helping others. I was very
much impressed by her commitment in
the movie. It was my first time to know
what being a missionary was all about.

As I grew up I was more interested
in secular works than Christian services.
I thought I was pursuing the happiness
of my life just as others were. But I
found myself not satisfied. I faced
problems in life. I needed counseling.
One day, I had a chance to talk to a
pastor whom I knew through my
parents. I shared my problems. He
listened to me. Then as he was telling
me about Christian service, he
mentioned about Christian calling, Bible
colleges, and ministries, and many other
things. I did not understand what he
really meant, but it was my first time to
hear about BCEA.

As time passed, I realized that I was
called to serve the Lord. I got to know
FEBC through my sister, as she was
studying in FEBC at that time. I too
joined FEBC. It was at FEBC where I
learned my English and the Word of
God. And there is another thing I
experienced in FEBC. It was unique
to FEBC too. It was the cross-cultural
experiences you do not experience
anywhere else. If you are a student
in FEBC, you live together with
Singaporeans, Indonesians, Malaysians,
Koreans, Filipinos, and Kenyans. In this
way, I learned to be more open to other
cultures. On the other hand, it was in
FEBC that I saw myself with many
human weaknesses. I used to say to the
Lord, if I serve the Lord in the future, it

136:1, “O give thanks unto the LORD; for
he is good: for his mercy endureth for
ever.” (Stop Press: Eld Tan Nee Keng’s
application for a work permit has been
approved by the Tanzanian authorities.
Praise the Lord.)

Far Eastern Bible College

family gathered for a time of worship and
fellowship at the Shalom Chapel, Calvary
Tengah BPC. Missionary to Tanzania, Eld
Tan Nee Keng (MDiv 08), spoke on the

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$14,047.90; RM28
Designated Offerings: Rev MacKenzie S$500; Rev
Peter Clements S$500; Rev Jeffrey Khoo S$100;
Elder Tan Nee Keng S$300; Dn Lok Kwok Wah
S$200; Faith Presbyterian Church S$500;
Myanmar Orphanage S$250; FEBC Bookroom
S$333; FEBC Scholarship S$1,000, S$350; FEBC
S$1,000, S$400, S$200; Titus (FEBC) S$50;
Barnabas Yap S$300, S$100, S$100; Wendy Teng
S$150, S$100; Sim Swee Ho S$1,000, S$200,
S$112.20 (YPF), RM2 (YPF)
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$21,793.10; RM30
Church Building Fund $2,000, $550, $500, $400,
$200, $100 Total: S$860,207.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $364.00

Verse for the Week: A merry heart doeth good like
a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones.
Prov 17:22

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Ephesians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Catechism Class for all who are seeking baptism,
reaffirmation of faith, transfer of membership. Class
meets in Room 810 from 9.15am – 10.15am, Jan
18–Apr 5, 09. Teacher: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
Our deepest condolences to Bro Chiang Sie Boo on
the passing away of his brother Daniel Chiang on
Jan 8, 09. Sie Boo thanks the church for evangelistic
and prayer support when his brother was taken ill.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

need to be likeminded and respectful in
the Lord’s service using Timothy and
Epaphroditus as examples (Phil 2:19-25).

We warmly welcome 8 new students from
7 countries: Degu Genffe Guyola (Ethiopia),
Eliezeri Hura (Indonesia), Huynh Ngoc Chan
(Vietnam), Lo Su Shiang (Malaysia), Joseph
Poon (Singapore), Leon Wong (Singapore),
and Youn Wan Wook (Korea). Another
student, Johannah Jonathan Singh (India),
will come when her student visa is approved.

We welcome Mrs Sharleen Eio Yi Wei
(BA, NUS; PGDE, NTU) as English tutor.
We also welcome back Eld Han Soon Juan
(MA, Columbia University) who resumes
teaching the Advanced English class after a
year’s break.

The Lord is good to FEBC.

My name is Bai
Eun Young. I am
Korean. I am serving
in Bible College of
East Africa (BCEA),
Kenya, as a
missionary. I give
thanks to God for
this opportunity to
share with you about
God’s leading hand
to the place where
He wants me to

FEBC commenced
its new semester on 2
January 2009 with a
Day of Prayer and
Registration. About
80 in the FEBC
family gathered for a



would not be because I was good but because of
purely God’s grace.

When I was about to finish my Bachelor’s
degree in FEBC, BCEA was again introduced to
me as a good mission field. Since then, I started
to have the desire to be there. But I did not know
how I could be there as a missionary. I studied
more and when I was about to finish my Master
of Religious Education, my pastor of Korean
Mission Church talked to me. “Miss Bai, would
you like to be a missionary?” I said “Yes”. In
July 2004 I was commissioned by the church to
Cambodia for two years. During those two years,
I learned the Cambodian language, I taught
in Kampongsom Bible School. I experienced
missionary life. There were times I felt scared
and troubled. Yet I found myself making good
adjustments to the environment, and handling
things without much difficulty. I was convinced
that I would go for long-term missionary service.
However I was not sure if Cambodia was the
long-term mission field for me.

I finished my two-year term. I shared with
my church that I desire to be a long-term
missionary. I asked for one year to pray for a
mission field. I studied preschool teaching for
one year to re-equip myself for mission field. I
applied to BCEA. The church commissioned me
to BCEA as a long-term missionary in December
2007.

Now it has been about 11 months since I
joined BCEA. I am serving there as a teaching
staff and Sunday school Coordinator. As you
know there is a great need for theological
training in Kenya. There are many Christians,
but are they all Christians as they profess? When
they come to the real life, the lack of Bible
knowledge and Christian faith is something very
obvious. For example, the election violence,
those so-called Christians were able to kill others
because of the hatred against the other tribes.
BCEA is doing its part to meet the spiritual need
in Kenya by training the local leaders
theologically.

Since the BCEA has about 40 years of
history, it has a well organized environment. It
has a good and organized system which works.
As for me, I found BCEA students gentle and
kind. They speak English in class and speak

Kiswahili in the dining hall. They talk using
their own tribal language when they are in their
respective tribal fellowships. There are 42
different tribes in Kenya. There are 42
different tribal languages and cultures. Also
we have foreign students coming from other
countries, like Ethiopia, Sudan, Congo and
Tanzania. Being a missionary serving in
BCEA, I faced challenges coping with the
differences. Also there is a safety problem.
Last August, one student went out from the
school compound to take a walk. He was met
with thieves on the road. He refused to give
money. The thieves hit his hand with a sharp
instrument. He hurt his hand until he had to cut
off his right thumb. Nairobi is too dangerous
to go out alone, especially for single, foreign
ladies. Every Saturday, BCEA members join
the Campus Church fellowship. We reach out
different areas of the church members’ place.
There, I can witness serious poverty even in
my neighborhood. Concerning Sunday school,
I have 50-60 children in my Sunday school.
The number of children varies depending on
the weather. When the weather is sunny they
can come to church, but if it is raining they
cannot come because of the muddy roads. All
these are the challenges and tasks that I have to
help and overcome.

When I teach at the college, I use English,
when I talk to Sunday school children I need
to use Kiswahili because Kiswahili is more
common to them. I know I am not good in
either language but by the grace of God I was
able to serve this much. I will keep depending
on God’s grace for the extension of His
kingdom.

To Tanzania
(Testimony of Eld Tan Nee Keng)

I have been staying at the Bible College
of East Africa (BCEA), Tanzania, for three
months already. I thank God for keeping me
well all these weeks. The Lord continues to
teach me to trust in Him and I continue to let
Him lead me. Surely it was He who moved the
heart of my wife to come with me and stay for
a few weeks. Just a few years ago, she would
not even consider visiting Africa because she
had always been a poor traveller, especially to

places where there are no piped water and
electricity. It was my dream that she would
accompany me to Africa. She did and what a
great job she did to help me settle in.

The Lord arranged for us to stay at
the home of the Korean principal of the
kindergarten for the first weeks, while waiting
for the water to be piped into the college
complex. However, when it was nearly time
for my wife to return to Singapore, we decided
to move into the guest house though we had no
piped water yet. A few days later, against all
odds, God must have moved the contractor
to overcome the remaining difficulties to
complete his job of laying the pipes that would
bring drinking water into the compound. We
were overjoyed when the water pressure was
enough for the water to go up to the water tank
on the roof of the two-storey guesthouse
without the need for a pump! My wife
unpacked our things and put them in order, and
taught me the cooking skills I sorely lacked.

Berean Bible-Presbyterian Church in
Singapore has been very supportive, from the
pastor and his session to the members of the
church. They showed concern for my needs
and gave words of encouragement and advice
and love gifts. This has helped to make things
smooth for me. Two Berean brethren and
Apasia (Tanzanian FEBC student who was
home during the college break) were also very
helpful when they were here. In the first weeks
in Tanzania, we learnt how to travel to town by
public transport, and where to buy things that
are not commonly available, such as sardines
and sauces. Apasia’s mother helped me to find
a barber who knows how to cut my non-Afro
hair.

The college environment is pleasant.
Though the weather has been rather cold, it is
getting warm in the afternoons. One of the first
things we did was to drain the field of stagnant
water to prevent the breeding of mosquitoes. In
spite of this, during these few weeks, two
persons staying in the compound contracted
malaria. Early detection and medication helped
them to recover quickly. The college has a
small shamba (vegetable garden) and the
students had the taste of the first produce last

Thursday, 4 September 2008. Saplings of trees
that are good for firewood have also been
planted around the compound. Three units of
the staff quarters are nearing completion. In the
photograph, the one on the left is a twin unit.
The other unit is on the right of the two-storey
guesthouse.

We are praying for more students to enroll
in the next semester. Some people have
requested for application forms. There are
seven students at present. I was glad to see that
some of them who were very poor in English
the last time I saw them in November 2006
have improved in their English. Besides
Biblical studies, they are also taught computer
skills and the English language. Other than
general cleaning duties, they help in the
maintenance of the place as part of their work
scholarship. This includes slashing grass,
chopping firewood and shamba work.
Recently, they helped to repair the village road
which leads to the main road because it had
become too muddy for vehicles.

I thank God that He gives me good appetite
for food, including the Ugali and beans that we
have for lunch. I try to cook dinner for myself,
though sometimes, because of time constraints,
I take the evening meals served by the college.
I had learned how to cut vegetables at FEBC,
and this has helped me to prepare my meals
quickly before the sun goes down. This is
necessary as there is still no electric lighting
at the guesthouse and mosquitoes visit the
kitchen when it is dark.

Do be in prayer that the Lord will send
more students in the coming semesters. Psalm
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jan 19 – 25, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Deuteronomy
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

THU 7.30 pm Biblical Covenants
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class (Room 810)
10.30 am Worship (Dr S H Tow)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Jan 24, 09 at 3.30pm in the home of
Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Program:
Bible Study on 2 Timothy by Dn Paul Cheng.
Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.

Brisbane BPC will hold its 2nd Anniversary
Thanksgiving Service on the Lord’s Day, March
15, 2009. True Lifers planning to go for the
anniversary service can see Mrs Jemima Khoo
for information. Speaker: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.

Church Camp 2009 (June 8–12) at Resort
Lautan Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in
Christ.” Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Elder J T Joseph
Opening Hymn No. 47
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Isaiah 48
Hymn No. 352
Announcements
Special Number Deborah & Judith
Offering & Hymn No. 333
Offertory Prayer Elder J T Joseph
Scripture Text 1 Cor 6:9-11
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy
Sermon A Marvellous Change

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
Closing Hymn No. 273
Benediction Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy

Ready or Not, Jesus is Coming
(A sermon preached by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo at

the Watchnight Service of True Life BPC,
December 31, 2008)

It is not a game of Hide and Seek; we better
be ready when Christ returns. Do not follow the
world. The world does not expect Christ to
return at all. In fact they scoff at the thought that
someone who died two thousand years ago, will
or can ever return to judge this world. The Bible
already predicted this: “Knowing this first, that
there shall come in the last days scoffers,
walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where
is the promise of his coming? for since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they
were from the beginning of the creation” (2 Pet
3:3-4). The scoffers think that the world has
already been in existence for billions of years
and will go on for billions of years more to
come. By so saying, they changed the truth
(creation) into a lie (evolution), and willingly

deceive themselves (Rom 1:25).

As believers, when we kept
Christmas last week, we kept it with
the return of our Lord in view. As sure
as we are of His 1st Coming, we are
equally sure of His 2nd Coming, and
we believe our Lord will keep His
promise. In fact, world events are
shaping up according to biblical
prophecy. This is observed even by
non-Christians. For instance, Gideon
Rachman in his article, “And Now for
a World Government,” published in
the Financial Times, December 9,
2008, wrote, “So, it seems, everything
is in place. For the first time since
homo sapiens began to doodle on cave
walls, there is an argument, an
opportunity and a means to make
serious steps towards a world
government.” Human beings are on
the road to becoming one, and when
that happens, it will be height of
human civilisation and the glory of
mankind. A modern Tower of Babel is
on the rise. Jesus Christ must return to
smash this idolatrous abomination of
the earth.

So, ready or not, like it or not,
Jesus is coming, and if He is coming
back and coming back soon, what
must we do? The Lord Himself tells
us what we must do in the parable of
the 10 virgins as found in Matthew
25:1-13. Basically it tells us to make
sure that we are truly born again
or truly saved. This involves self-
searching and self-checking. We must

house upon a rock: And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the
winds blew, and beat upon that house;
and it fell not: for it was founded upon a
rock. And every one that heareth these
sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall
be likened unto a foolish man, which built
his house upon the sand: And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the
winds blew, and beat upon that house;
and it fell: and great was the fall of it”
(Matt 7:24-27). The foolish virgins like
the foolish builder here had a disobedient
faith, a dead faith which is no faith at all,
for “faith without works is dead” (Jas
2:20).

If we have true faith, we will take the
inspired and preserved words of God
seriously, to hold fast to the forever
infallible and inerrant words of everlasting

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$9,317;
AUD5; USD1; Fellowships’ Collections: AF
$261.60; LF $287.00; YPF $256.20
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $200; Rev
Jeffrey Khoo $100, $100; Berean BPC $500; Bible
Witness Ministry $300; Ethiopia Mission $4,000;
Gethsemane BPC $100; Barnabas Yap $60; Sim
Swee Ho $100; Wendy Teng $100; FEBC $480, $50
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$16,411.80; AUD5; USD1
Church Building Fund $900, $700, $100, $50
Total: S$861,957.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $254.00

Verse for the Week: A wicked man taketh a gift out
of the bosom to pervert the ways of judgment. Prov
17:23

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Ephesians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Catechism Class for all who are seeking baptism,
reaffirmation of faith, transfer of membership. Class
meets in Room 810 from 9.15am – 10.15am, Jan 18–
Apr 5, 09. Teacher: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit Panjang.
Please meet at Blk 165 Gangsa Road at 2.30pm. For
details, please contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.
Parents are encouraged to sit with their children
during the Worship Service to guide them on the
sanctity of worship.

Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

life. We will have the highest regard for His
words and will seek to study, obey and
defend His words. Will you not resolve to
read through the whole Bible in the New
Year? Will you not also make it a point
to study God’s Word intensively and
systematically through the FEBC night
classes? Be ye doers of God’s Word and not
hearers only.

To be ready for the Lord’s return, we
need to ensure that we are truly children of
God—indwelt by the Holy Spirit, having a
faith that will endure to the very end and is
very obedient to the Holy Scriptures. So let
us be ever ready while the Lord tarries, for
He may come at midnight. When everyone is
sleeping, let us be awake and watchful so
that we will not be caught unawares when
the Lord finally opens heaven’s doors to
welcome us home.



not take things for granted. Do not think that
just because you are born into a Christian
family, you are saved. Do not think that just
by coming to church, you are saved. Do not
think that just because you are baptised, you
are saved.

How can we tell if we are truly saved? If
we are truly born again or saved, we will
have the following characteristics:

True Believers Are Indwelt by the
Holy Spirit

True believers lead a spiritual life that is
motivated by the Holy Spirit who indwells
them. We find here that the wise virgins had
oil in their lamps, and they made sure they
brought with them extra. Oil has been used
as a symbol of the Holy Spirit (e.g. 1 Sam
16:13). When we believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ, the Holy Spirit indwells us, and once
He takes residence in our physical body
which is called the temple of the Holy Spirit,
He will never leave or depart from us.
Ephesians 1:13-14 tells us that the moment
we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
something miraculous happens: “ye were
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,
which is the earnest of our inheritance until
the redemption of the purchased possession,
unto the praise of his glory.” And in our
day-to-day life, we will by and by manifest
the fruit of the spirit, which is “love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance: against such
there is no law” (Gal 5:22-23). The Holy
Spirit is called the Spirit of Christ and He
will cause us to become more and more like
Christ. Do we see this in our life? Without
oil or petrol, the car cannot run. Similarly,
without the oil of the Spirit, our life is dead.
Do you have such a lively experience in
your walk with the Lord? If you have, then
you know that you have oil in your life. You
are one of the wise virgins.

The foolish virgins are those who appear
to have the Holy Spirit but really do not.
They are like the tares and the goats. They

are like imitation goods. They look like the
real thing but are actually fake, and in no
time, they spoil, they wear out or they fall
apart. The genuine, good quality, pricy
stuff—they last, and even appreciate in value,
and become heirlooms. So, let us make sure
we are not fake Christians but genuine
Christians.

True Believers Have a Faith That
Endures

True believers have a faith that will never
say die. The light of faith will never and
cannot be snuffed out. In this parable, we find
that the foolish virgins had no light in their
lamps when the bridegroom finally came.
This was because they had no oil. The light is
dependent on the oil. In the same way, if
there is no Holy Spirit, there is no true,
enduring faith. These foolish virgins are like
those described in Matthew 13:20-22: “But
he that received the seed into stony places,
the same is he that heareth the word, and
anon with joy receiveth it; Yet hath he not
root in himself, but dureth for a while: for
when tribulation or persecution ariseth
because of the word, by and by he is offended.
He also that received seed among the thorns
is he that heareth the word; and the care of
this world, and the deceitfulness of riches,
choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.”
Their faith “dureth for a while” just like the
foolish virgins—their light only lasts for a
while and it is no more.

In the last days, there will be many trials
and temptations, and Christians are not spared
from these hardships and difficulties in life,
and their faith will surely be sorely tested.
When life is not so bright, will your faith still
shine brightly? Or will we start to blame God
and even deny Him. Do we believe in Jesus
only if He gives us health and wealth,
prosperity and success? When we fall sick, or
lose our jobs, or meet with failures in life, do
we forsake the Lord? If we do, then we have
not truly believed on Him at all, our faith is
false. That was why Jesus said in Matthew

24:13, “But he that shall endure unto the
end, the same shall be saved.” True faith is a
faith that will last. It will endure to the very
end, it will always believe and trust in Christ
no matter what, in good times and in bad
times. Do you have this kind of a faith?

Take note that faith is not transferable.
When the foolish virgins asked for oil from
the wise virgins, the latter replied, “Not so;
lest there be not enough for us and you: but
go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for
yourselves” (Matt 25:9). This is not to say
that the wise virgins were selfish for this
is not the point. The point is everyone is
personally responsible to make sure he or
she has true faith. I cannot believe for you,
and you cannot believe for me. I cannot give
part of my faith to you to make up for what
you lack, neither can I borrow from others
their surplus faith to top up what I lack.
There is simply no such thing. Your faith is
between you and your Saviour, and we are
personally and individually accountable for
the decisions we make or actions we take in
life whether it is for Christ or against Christ,
and God will judge us accordingly.

True Believers Are Obedient to the
Word

True believers are those who trust and
obey God’s Word. We know this from what
the Lord said to the foolish virgins in verse
12; despite them calling Him “Lord, Lord,”
the Lord denied knowing them, “Verily I say
unto you, I know you not” (Matt 25:12).
These were the same words spoken by the
Lord in Matthew 7:21-23, “Not every one
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven. Many will say to me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy
name? and in thy name have cast out devils?
and in thy name done many wonderful
works? And then will I profess unto them, I
never knew you: depart from me, ye that
work iniquity.”

Please realise that the Lord is not
impressed by an outward show of religion
when there is no true spirituality within.
Jesus said, “This people draweth nigh unto
me with their mouth, and honoureth me with
their lips; but their heart is far from me. But
in vain they do worship me, teaching for
doctrines the commandments of men” (Matt
15:8-9). The Apostle Paul described it as
“Having a form of godliness, but denying
the power thereof” (2 Tim 3:5). This is a
hypocritical faith, saying “Yes,” but actually
meaning “No.” Jesus pronounced a curse
on such who wear the name of God or of
Christ in vain, “Woe unto you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto
whited sepulchres, which indeed appear
beautiful outward, but are within full of dead
men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. Even
so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto
men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and
iniquity” (Matt 23:27-28).

So, let us examine our hearts. Do we
truly love the Lord and His forever infallible
and inerrant words? David showed what
having a true heart of faith and obedience
is like when he prayed, “How precious also
are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great
is the sum of them! If I should count them,
they are more in number than the sand:
when I awake, I am still with thee. Surely
thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: depart
from me therefore, ye bloody men. For they
speak against thee wickedly, and thine
enemies take thy name in vain. Do not I hate
them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not I
grieved with those that rise up against thee?
I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them
mine enemies. Search me, O God, and know
my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
And see if there be any wicked way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting” (Ps
139:17-24).

Jesus said, “Therefore whosoever heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will
liken him unto a wise man, which built his
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jan 26 – Feb 1, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm No FEBC Night Class
THU 7.30 pm Biblical Covenants

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm No YPF Meeting
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class (Room 810)
10.30 am Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

FCM Combined Meeting 2009 will be held on
Fri, Feb 20, 09 at Calvary Pandan BPC, 7.30pm.
Dinner at 6.30pm. Message: “Boy Meets Girl:
Confronting Christian Courtship & Celibacy” by
Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. All tertiary students
are encouraged to attend. For more information,
please contact Carol Leong at 98763151.
Church Camp 2009 (June 8–12) at Resort
Lautan Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in
Christ.” Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Plan
ahead!
Pastor & Session wish all members a blessed
CNY. Remember to offer a thanksgiving Ang
Pau to the Lord in grateful worship.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 490
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading John 14:1-27
Hymn No. 334
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn Jesus Calleth
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text Mark 3:22-30
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Sermon The Unpardonable Sin

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn O Come Back to the Lord
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

The LORD Our Peace
Rev Nguyen Gia Hien

(Pastor, Brisbane BPC)

know what may happen to us and to our loved ones
tomorrow. Today you and I may live in peace
when we are still healthy and have a stable job, a
nice family, and money in the bank, etc. However,
without Christ, our peace will disappear and
worries and insecurities will occupy our hearts
when we lose our jobs, when we fall sick, when
our family happiness falls into pieces, when
we lack money, when we are misunderstood,
criticized, or opposed, when our secrets are
exposed, or when we have to encounter difficulties,

trials, threats, dangers, natural disasters
or death, etc. Thank God and praise the
LORD that He is All we need. He is our
Peace in all situations. We have learnt
that the LORD is our Righteousness,
Jehovah-tsidkenu (Jer 23:6), our
Sanctifier, Jehovah-m’qadishkhem
(Exod 31:13; Lev 20:8; 21:8), our
Shepherd, Jehovah-rohi (Ps 23:1), our
Provider, Jehovah-jireh (Gen 22:14),
and our Banner or Victory, Jehovah-
nissi (Exod 17:15), our mighty
Defender, Jehovah-sabaoth (1 Sam 1:3),
our great Healer, Jehovah-rapha (Exod
15:26), our omnipresent and omniscient
LORD, Jehovah-Shammah, or The
LORD is there (Ezek 48:35). Today we
are learning the name Jehovah-shalom,
which means “The LORD Is/Sends
Peace” (Judges 6:24). Then, what does
His name mean to you and me and what
are our proper attitudes?

Background to Jehovah-shalom

The Book of Judges tells us about
the failure of sinful and totally depraved
human beings, even of God’s chosen
people Israel, in keeping God’s
commandments and serving Him
faithfully as well as about God’s
judgement when He chastised them
and about God’s great mercy and
deliverance when they repented and
cried unto Him for help. Chapter 6 tells
us about the wickedness of the children
of Israel when they forsook the LORD
and did evil in His sight and about
God’s judgment when He let the
Midianites and the Amalekites and the
nations from the east come to oppress

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$7,542;
RM51; Fellowships’ Collections: YPF $84.35
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $170; Rev
Hien (Brisbane) $100; Brisbane BPC $1,000;
FEBC $1,000, $400, $200, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$10,796.35; RM51
Church Building Fund $200, $100, $100, $50
Total: S$862,407.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $373.00

Verse for the Week: Wisdom is before him that
hath understanding; but the eyes of a fool are in
the ends of the earth. Prov 17:24

Thu night class is held at the Far Eastern Bible
College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Ephesians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am.
All are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.

Catechism Class for all who are seeking baptism,
reaffirmation of faith, transfer of membership.
Class meets in Room 810 from 9.15am – 10.15am,
Jan 18–Apr 5, 09. Teacher: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
Brisbane BPC 2nd Anniversary Thanksgiving
Service on the Lord’s Day, March 15, 2009. For
information, see Mrs Jemima Khoo.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

AF Caroling at the home of Mr and Mrs V Mahadevan, Dec 25, 2008

Do you and I truly have
peace in our hearts? Many
think that they can just live
with optimism without any
worries, but life in this world
is not as simple as they
think. You and I do not



the children of Israel so much that they cried
unto the LORD, and He sent a prophet to
remind them of God’s faithful deliverance
and their unfaithful worship. Then the Angel
of the LORD (the preincarnate Christ)
appeared unto Gideon to encourage him and
send him to deliver His people from the
oppression of the enemies. Gideon was so
frightened and assumed that he would die
when the Angel cause fire to consume his
offering and Gideon acknowledged that he
had seen the Angel of the LORD, but “the
LORD said unto him, Peace be unto thee;
fear not: thou shalt not die” (v 23). Then
Gideon built an altar unto the LORD and
called it Jehovah-shalom, which means the
LORD is peace or sends peace.

The LORD Is Our Peace

How can sinful and rebellious human
beings live in peace with the holy and
righteous God? Thank God for His grace,
love and mercy when He sent His only
begotten Son into this world to die for our
sins and to bring us back to Himself in
reconciliation. Jesus Christ is “The Prince of
Peace” (Isa 9:6), “the King of peace” (Heb
7:2) and “he is our peace” (Eph 2:14).
When Jesus was born, a host of angels
praised God, “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will toward
men” (Luke 2:14). Truly, through the blood-
shedding death of the Lord Jesus Christ on
the cross, He is able to make us reconciled
with God and accepted before Him so that
we may have peace with God, “But he was
wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement
of our peace was upon him; and with his
stripes we are healed” (Isa 53:5), and
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ” (Rom 5:1; cf. Eze 45:15, 17) “And,
having made peace through the blood of his
cross, by him to reconcile all things unto
himself; by him, I say, whether they be
things in earth, or things in heaven”
(Col 1:20).

Moreover, Jesus Christ rose again and is
still able to give us His own peace so that we
may enjoy God’s peace in our hearts in
all situations, “Peace I leave with you, my
peace I give unto you: not as the world
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John
14:27; cf. 16:33) and still speaks to our
troubled hearts “Peace be unto you” (John
20:19, 21, 26). Thank God and praise the
LORD! Dear friends, the Lord Jesus Christ
alone is our Peace with God and Peace of
God. May God help us appreciate Him, love
Him, and maintain our living fellowship
with Him as having Him, we have His true
peace, and without Him, we have no true
peace at all.

How to Obtain God’s Peace

Acknowledge God’s Sovereignty: No
matter what may happen to us, it is always
good and wise for us to acknowledge God’s
sovereignty so that we may have peace in
our hearts as He is able to make all things
work together for our good, “Are not two
sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of
them shall not fall on the ground without
your Father. But the very hairs of your head
are all numbered. Fear ye not therefore,
ye are of more value than many sparrows”
(Matt 10:29-31), “And we know that all
things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose” (Rom 8:28).

Fear God and Depart from Sin and
Evil: God’s Word confirms twice that
“There is no peace, saith the LORD, unto
the wicked” (Isa 48:22; 57:21), so we should
not envy those who are doing wicked things
against God and His Word even when it
seems that they are prosperous because they
have no true peace in their hearts at all. We
also should fear God and depart from sins
and evil as sins always trouble our souls
and separate us from the God of peace. The
only way is to come back to the LORD
in repentance right away to restore our
fellowship with Him and enjoy His peace

again (1 John 1:9). May God sanctify us and
help us live a holy life to enjoy His peace
always, “And the very God of peace sanctify
you wholly; and I pray God your whole
spirit and soul and body be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ” (1 Thess 5:23)

Humbly Trust in the LORD, and
Commit Everything to Him: David shared
his experience, praying to the LORD, “What
time I am afraid, I will trust in thee”
(Ps 56:3). Truly, trusting in God and His
Word is honouring Him and He will honour
us by keeping us in perfect peace, “Thou
wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind
is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in
thee” (Isa 26:3). In all situations, let us
come to God, pray to Him, and commit
everything to Him, and “Be careful
(anxious, worried) for nothing; but in every
thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God. And the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding, shall
keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus” (Phil 4:6-7), “But the meek shall
inherit the earth; and shall delight
themselves in the abundance of peace”
(Ps 37:11). How wonderful it is when the
peace of God keeps our hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus! The peace that we
cannot fully understand and others will be
surprised when they see that we are still
calm and peaceful in such a danger, trial or
fatal illness!

Hear God’s Word, Do God’s Will and
Follow His Guidance: Jonah ran away from
God’s will and he got all the troubles for
himself as well as brought troubles to others
(Jonah 1). It is always wise for you and me
to hear our Shepherd’s voice (God’s Word),
do His will, and follow after Him alone, “I
will hear what God the LORD will speak:
for he will speak peace unto his people, and
to his saints: but let them not turn again to
folly” (Ps 85:8), and “Great peace have they
which love thy law: and nothing shall offend

them” (Ps 119:165), and “But glory, honour,
and peace, to every man that worketh good,
to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile”
(Rom 2:10), and “Those things, which ye
have both learned, and received, and heard,
and seen in me, do: and the God of peace
shall be with you” (Phil 4:9).

Keep a Close Fellowship with the
LORD: Knowing that the LORD Himself is
our Peace and All we need, we shall keep a
close fellowship with Him in all situations. If
the LORD is with us and for us, we shall have
His peace and All we need – His joy, His
grace, His love, His strength, His wisdom,
His victory, His righteousness, His holiness,
His guidance, His protection, His salvation,
His glory, etc. Three friends of Daniel still
had peace when they were cast into the midst
of the burning fiery furnace for the sake of
their faithfulness to the LORD and His Word.
Why? Because the LORD was with them
(Dan 3:16-30). Daniel still had peace when he
was cast into the den of lions! Why? Because
he maintained a constant fellowship with the
LORD in prayers and “because he believed in
his God” (Dan 6:10-23).

Truly, grace and peace come from God
the Father and the LORD Jesus Christ alone
(Rom 1:7; 1 Cor 1:3; 2 Cor 1:2; Gal 1:3; etc.)
and true peace is the fruit of the Holy Spirit
(Gal 5:22; cf. Rom 14:17). It is always wise
to come to the LORD Himself in all
situations, and let the Holy Spirit and God’s
peace control our hearts and minds, “For
to be carnally minded is death; but to be
spiritually minded is life and peace” (Rom
8:6) and “And let the peace of God rule in
your hearts, to the which also ye are called in
one body; and be ye thankful” (Col 3:15).

Thank God for His precious promises of
peace, and He alone is able to give you and
me His true peace in all situations, “The
LORD will give strength unto his people;
the LORD will bless his people with peace”
(Ps 29:11) and “The LORD lift up his
countenance upon thee, and give thee peace”
(Num 6:26).
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Feb 2 – 8, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Deuteronomy
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

WED 7.45 pm LF 5th Anniversary
THU 7.30 pm Biblical Covenants

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class (Room 810)
10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)

(Rev Stephen Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Ladies Fellowship 5th Anniversary will be held
this Wed, Feb 4, 09 at 7.45pm. Venue: Sis Mui
Mui’s home at Blk 104A Depot Road, #04-553.
Message: “The Full and Empty Cup” by Rev
Stephen Khoo. All are welcome. Contact Judith
(96729973) or Mui Mui (97833520) for details.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Dn and Mrs Tan Beng Lee
this Fri, Feb 6, 09 at 8pm. Address: Blk 103
Spottiswoode Park Road #08-104, Singapore
080103. Tel: 63271346.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Feb 7, 09 at 3.30pm in the home of
Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Message:
“Love One Another” by Rev Tan Kian Sing.
Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan
Opening Hymn No. 116
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Isaiah 62
Hymn Is This Our Land, Our

Beulah Land?
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 354
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan
Scripture Text Heb 11:13-19
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew
Sermon Strangers and Pilgrims on

the Earth
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

Closing Hymn In the New Jerusalem
Benediction Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew

Saved to Serve
The Young People’s Fellowship (YPF) had

their Bible Camp last year, 2008, from 15th

to 20th December at Aloha Changi, Halton
Bungalow. About 30 young people came
together for a blessed and profitable time of
spiritual nourishment and fellowship. Pr Dennis
Kabingue preached on the theme “Saved to
Serve,” and in the evenings, Dr Jeffrey Khoo
spoke on the “Sevenfold Will of God.” Here are
the testimonies of the young people on how the
Lord had blessed them during the camp:

Thank God I can hear the Bible preached
faithfully. – Daniel Lim

I thank God with all my heart for preserving
me through all these years. – Charmian Loei

I thank God for the many lessons learnt. –
Derick

I thank God for the opportunity to attend

this camp and to hear the many
speakers and learn the many lessons
that I hope I am able to keep in my
heart and apply them in my life. It has
also been a great blessing to be able to
have fellowship with fellow brothers
and sisters in Christ. – Kenny

I thank God for the call to
Holiness during this YPF camp!
Indeed, many young Christians these
days (or has it always been so?) are
greatly entangled in the things of the
world and it is wonderful to receive
preaching targeting this. – Jason

I pray that I will remember the
lesson that I have learnt, to hide it in
my heart that I might not sin against
him. And thank God for his grace that
he has shown towards me. – Yamato

“O give thanks to the LORD, for
he is good: for his mercy endureth
forever” (Psalm 107:1). I really thank
Him for the grace to be able to serve
in this camp and also the sweet
fellowship we shared in the camp. I do
pray that this camp will be a huge

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$9,287;
RM2; Fellowships’ Collections: YPF $180
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Jeffrey
Khoo $100; Amos Go (Myanmar) $100; Thang No
(Myanmar) $100; New Life Orphanage (Yangon)
$300; Degu (FEBC) $50; Eliezeri (FEBC) $50;
Leakena (FEBC) $50; Rebecca (FEBC) $50; Tann
Heng (FEBC) $50; Thaven (FEBC) $50; Titus
(FEBC) $50, $50; Wendy Teng $200; FEBC
$1,000, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$11,967; RM2
Church Building Fund $500, $500, $210, $100
Total: S$863,717.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $318.00

Verse for the Week: A foolish son is a grief to his
father, and bitterness to her that bare him. Prov
17:25

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Ephesians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Catechism Class for all who are seeking baptism,
reaffirmation of faith, transfer of membership. Class
meets in Room 810 from 9.15am – 10.15am, Jan
18–Apr 5, 09. Teacher: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
FCM Combined Meeting 2009 will be held on Fri,
Feb 20, 09 at Calvary Pandan BPC, 7.30pm. Dinner
at 6.30pm. Message: “Boy Meets Girl: Confronting
Christian Courtship & Celibacy” by Rev Dr
Prabhudas Koshy. All tertiary students are
encouraged to attend. Contact Carol Leong at
98763151 for details.
Church Camp 2009 (June 8–12) at Resort Lautan
Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in Christ.”
Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Plan ahead!

and grace to serve. May the Lord continue to
help all of us who call on His name to be a
faithful and fearless witness and testimony
for Him. – Herbert

Thank the Lord for godly fellowship
and the many sessions where we share our
thanksgivings and burdens, and truly we see
God is very real, and His plan is always
the best beyond what we can comprehend. I
pray God may continue to grant the grace
to serve worshipfully, happily, sincerely,
according to His Word and with much
prayer. – Andrew Kan

Read more about the YPF, the
people and their activities at http://
www.febc.edu.sg/truelife YPF.htm

make you angry, don’t get angry but just
endure it and God will help you. I learned
more about the Bible and about God
which I never knew. I am truly blessed to
have been chosen by God to enter into
Heaven and not someone else. I really
learned a lot and I prayed to God to give
me and let me listen to messages about
my struggle in life and God answered my
prayer. I will certainly leave camp with a
lesson learnt. – Khoo May Lynn

The camp was indeed a sign that God
is a living and true God. Nothing would
have been possible without the guiding
Hand and sustaining Grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ. I thank God for the privilege



turning point and encouragement for my
spiritual life and also for others who attend
it. – Jonathan Lee

I thank God for speaking much to me
through the messages and workshop. I thank
Him for being so patient and longsuffering
with me and for showing me much grace. I
thank the LORD for even always being so
close when I have strayed so far from Him.
Truly the LORD knows our hearts and
He makes no mistake no matter how we
perceive things to be in our earthly eyes. It’s
really my heartfelt thanks to our LORD for
showing me to serve and love Him first,
placing earthly cares at His feet. – Ben Kan

I thank God for the many spiritual
lessons I have learnt; truly the Lord has been
good to a sinner like me! I pray that I will
even serve the Lord next year, in any little
ways I can. – Yumi

Thank God for everything like reading
the Bible and the Song. – Wei Jie

Indeed, thank the Lord for being a
blessing to me and seeing me through such a
trying year. I thank him for his grace and
mercy and despite the constant backsliding,
He is gracious and just to forgive me. I
learnt the importance to put my trust and not
follow the ways of men. – Jeremy Koh

I thank God for being there for me
always and I am eternally grateful to him for

forgiving me for my wrong doings. –
Esther Tay

After Preacher Dennis spoke about
the more evil deposits we have, the more
guilt we have, I felt very guilty, because I
wasn’t reminded about it. In camp, I was
reminded how sinful I am, so when songs
are sung before the message, I felt my
heart being pricked by the Holy Spirit.
Now I am resolved to do my quiet time
everyday and to ask him for forgiveness
because I know I am a sinner. – Kezia Tay

I want to thank God that I can come to
the camp and I want to ask God to bless
that I will pass my PSLE because I want
to go to a good school. Since Primary 3 I
already failed all my subjects; only my
Chinese passed but starting from Primary 5
I passed two subjects and my Science only
failed by two marks but I failed my Math. I
wish God will bless me. – Jia Yi

I thank the LORD for friends that
convinced me to at least come for camp
at night despite being busy in the day,
because through the night messages, I learn
about service, and the will of God. I never
knew that as God’s elect, we are expected
to at least serve in one way or another (e.g.
simple things like encouraging a fellow
brother in Christ, serving as a deacon in the
church). More importantly, I really thank
God for being in my presence of God’s
people. – Elias Wee

I thank the Lord for seeing us through
the camp, keeping us close and taking care
of our safety. I thank the Lord for sending
his messengers to speak to us and helping
us grow spiritually. Most importantly, I
thank the Lord for helping me find a place
like True Life to worship in. – Kee Sing

I really thank the Lord for bringing
me here to join this camp, especially to
hear the messages spoken by all His
faithful servants. I pray that in the
following year I might be able to serve the
Lord and draw closer to Him because I
really thank Him for His mercy and grace
toward me, though I do not deserve it. –
Khoo May Ann

I thank God for letting me serve in the
camp committee. And also thank God
for teaching me wisdom through the
respective speakers. Also for brethren who
watch me closely lest I err even more.
Thank God for many experiences in this
camp, be it sorrow, joy, weariness or
being sober. Thank God for more grace
to experience humility, compassion and
gentleness even though it is painful. –
Samuel Goh

I thank God for letting me learn
humility in serving Him during this camp.
Through the messages, I thank God that I
am able to learn much about Christian
service, especially how important God’s
Word is in seeking God as well as how
much we need the grace of God. I thank
God for faithful speakers and like-minded
brethren. – Candice Tan

I thank the Lord for allowing me to
come to this camp to learn many other
things about him, like having a prayerful
heart, an enduring heart, a worshipful
heart and a believing heart. I also thank
Him for the workshop; I have learned
many things from there too. I thank God
for the people here also. They have
been nice too. Not forgetting the camp

committee. So Thank God. – Junji

I thank God that He has enabled me to
come to this camp. I have learnt much and
all the messages truly spoke to me. I also
thank God for the fellowship I had with
God’s people. Thank God also for the
faithful preachers of God’s Word. –
Jacelyn Chng

I thank God for enabling me to attend
this camp. I have been much blessed by all
the messages and fellowship. It is truly only
by God’s grace that I’m called to be His
child, and indeed a privilege to be able to
serve Him in whatever way I can. –
Joycelyn Chng

Thank God for a time of spiritual
retreat in this camp. It is really a blessing to
take time away from work and spend more
quality time with God. Thank God for
getting to know more people since I’m
quite new in the church. – Desmond

Thank God for letting me attend this
camp. I have learnt much from the
message, as well as the fellowship of
Christian brethren. Indeed I was saved to
serve the Lord, through His grace, and by
His grace I shall improve my service to
Him. All thanks and glory be to God. – Ben
Lim

I thank God for helping me through
my struggle in stress for my exams. I also
learned what I should do if I have troubles,
and if anyone says things which hurt you or
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Feb 9 – 15, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Deuteronomy
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
THU 7.30 pm Biblical Covenants

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm AF 4th Anniversary
Young People’s Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
Catechism Class (Room 810)

10.30 am Worship (Rev Tan Kian Sing)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Adults Fellowship 4th Anniversary Meeting
will be held this Sat, Feb 14, 09 at Mr and Mrs
William Teo’s home, Blk 835 Woodlands St 83
#12-113, 3.30pm. Program: Bible Study on Acts
by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Contact William Teo at
91831150 for details.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Feb 14, 09 at 3.30pm in the home
of Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Program: Bible Study on 2 Timothy by Dn Paul
Cheng. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.
Church Camp 2009 (June 8–12) at Resort
Lautan Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in
Christ.” Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 28
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 103
Hymn Our God is a Loving Father
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 70
Offertory Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Matt 18:21-35
Pastoral Prayer Rev Stephen Khoo
Sermon The Unforgiving Servant

(Rev Stephen Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 175

(Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

Israel in Prophecy
(A Sermon Preached by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo at

True Life BPC on January 11, 2009)

Dan 9:24-27: “Seventy weeks are determined
upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish
the transgression, and to make an end of sins,
and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to
bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal
up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the
most Holy. Know therefore and understand, that
from the going forth of the commandment to
restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah
the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore
and two weeks: the street shall be built again,
and the wall, even in troublous times. And after
threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut
off, but not for himself: and the people of the
prince that shall come shall destroy the city and
the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with
a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations

are determined. And he shall confirm
the covenant with many for one
week: and in the midst of the week
he shall cause the sacrifice and
the oblation to cease, and for the
overspreading of abominations he
shall make it desolate, even until the
consummation, and that determined
shall be poured upon the desolate.”

Israel is still God’s chosen nation.
God had made a covenant with Israel
and the covenant promises involve
the people, the land, the temple, the
throne of the nation Israel. Can God
break or withdraw His covenant
promises to Israel? The Lord said in
Psalm 89:3, 34-37, “I have made a
covenant with my chosen, I have
sworn unto David my servant, Thy
seed will I establish for ever, and
build up thy throne to all generations
… My covenant will I not break, nor
alter the thing that is gone out of
my lips. Once have I sworn by my
holiness that I will not lie unto David.
His seed shall endure for ever, and his
throne as the sun before me. It shall
be established for ever as the moon,
and as a faithful witness in heaven.
Selah.”

So, please do not think that God
is done with Israel, that God has
disowned Israel for crucifying their
Messiah, and replaced her with the
Church. The Apostle Paul would have
us know that God is not unfaithful
and will keep His promises to Israel—

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$10,657.30; IDR20,000;
USD100
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $100,
$100, $100; Elder Tan Nee Keng $300; Sim Swee
Ho $500, $100, $100; Wendy Teng $200, $100;
FEBC Bookroom $333; FEBC Scholarship $400;
FEBC $10,000, $1,500, $400, $100; Resort Lautan
Biru RM100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$24,990.30; IDR20,000; RM100; USD100
Church Building Fund $1,000, $700, $200, $100,
$50 Total: S$865,767.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $359.10

Verse for the Week: Also to punish the just is not
good, nor to strike princes for equity. Prov 17:26

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Ephesians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am.
All are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.
Catechism Class for all who are seeking baptism,
reaffirmation of faith, transfer of membership. Class
meets in Room 810 from 9.15am – 10.15am, Jan
18–Apr 5, 09. Teacher: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
FCM Combined Meeting 2009 will be held on Fri,
Feb 20, 09 at Calvary Pandan BPC, 7.30pm. Dinner
at 6.30pm. Message: “Boy Meets Girl: Confronting
Christian Courtship & Celibacy” by Rev Dr
Prabhudas Koshy. All tertiary students are
encouraged to attend. Contact Carol Leong at
98763151 for details.
Cantata on “No Greater Love” will be held on Apr
4, 09 at Calvary Pandan BPC, 7.30pm. Speaker: Rev
Dr Prabhudas Koshy.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and
wrath of Almighty God. … And the beast
[Antichrist] was taken, and with him the
false prophet that wrought miracles before
him, with which he deceived them that had
received the mark of the beast, and them that
worshiped his image. These both were cast
alive into a lake of fire burning with
brimstone” (Rev 19:15, 20).

Two periods, two princes, two peoples.
Are you on the right side, the winning side?
Make sure you are on the side of Christ!
Make peace with God through faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ and you will be delivered
from the coming wrath and judgement of
God.

unbelievers who will bear the mark of the
beast, his number which is 666 (Rev
13:16-18). The unbelieving will follow
the Antichrist to war against the Christ
“and the people of the prince that shall
come shall destroy the city and the
sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be
with a flood, and unto the end of the war
desolations are determined” (Dan 9:26).
At the end of the seven-year period, the
Antichrist and his armies shall array
themselves to fight against the Christ.
Christ will come down with His saints to
fight a war that would end all wars, “And
out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword that
with it he should smite the nations: and he
shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he



Israel shall be saved: “I say then, Hath God
cast away his people? God forbid. For I also
am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of
the tribe of Benjamin. God hath not cast
away his people which he foreknew. … For I
would not, brethren, that ye should be
ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be
wise in your own conceits; that blindness in
part is happened to Israel, until the fulness
of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel
shall be saved” (Rom 11:1-2, 25-26). The
fact that Israel remains alive and strong
proves the truthfulness and faithfulness
of God. Greater nations like the Hittites,
Girghashites, Amorites, Canaanites,
Perizzites, Hivites, Jebusites, have all gone
extinct, but the Israelites continue to exist
(Deut 7:1). This is due to God’s power and
promises. That is why we are very sure that
God can also preserve His Word to the jot
and tittle and preserve His children until the
very end, that none would be lost.

If Israel is still very much God’s chosen
and covenant nation, and God still has a plan
for Israel, then what is going to happen in
Israel and to Israel? If we want to understand
prophecy, we must first of all understand
Israel. The Lord talked about the future of
Israel in Daniel 9:24-27 and the future of
Israel involves two periods, two princes, and
two peoples.

Two Periods

Daniel 9:24 says, “Seventy weeks are
determined upon thy people and upon thy
holy city.” “Thy people” refers to the Jews
and “thy holy city” refers to Jerusalem.
Prophetically speaking, the “70 weeks” are
weeks of years and not days, literally
seventy sevens or 70 x 7 in Hebrew which
is 490 years. These 490 years are basically
divided into two periods. The dividing point
is the cutting off of the Messiah: “Know
therefore and understand, that from the
going forth of the commandment to restore
and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah

the Prince shall be seven weeks, and
threescore and two weeks: the street
shall be built again, and the wall, even in
troublous times. And after threescore and
two weeks shall Messiah be cut off” (Dan
9:25). The Messiah is cut off when He is
crucified. Know that at this time, the Jews
were in exile in Babylon. The time will
come when the Jews will be released from
captivity and be allowed to return to their
homeland to rebuild Jerusalem. From the
command to rebuild Jerusalem to the time
of the Messiah’s crucifixion are 483 years
(7 x 7 = 49 years + 62 x 7 = 434 years).

The rebuilding of Jerusalem was
accomplished in the days of Nehemiah and
the Messiah—the Lord Jesus Christ—had
already accomplished His redemptive
mission on earth. These two important
events have already been fulfilled. What
remains is the final week of seven years:
“And he shall confirm the covenant with
many for one week: and in the midst of the
week he shall cause the sacrifice and
the oblation to cease, and for the
overspreading of abominations he shall
make it desolate, even until the
consummation, and that determined shall
be poured upon the desolate” (Dan 9:27).
Daniel’s 70th week is the period of Great
Tribulation as described by our Lord,
“When ye therefore shall see the
abomination of desolation, spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place,
(whoso readeth, let him understand:) Then
let them which be in Judaea flee into
the mountains: Let him which is on the
housetop not come down to take any thing
out of his house: Neither let him which is in
the field return back to take his clothes.
And woe unto them that are with child, and
to them that give suck in those days! But
pray ye that your flight be not in the winter,
neither on the sabbath day: For then shall
be great tribulation, such as was not since
the beginning of the world to this time, no,

nor ever shall be” (Matt 24:15-21). Jeremiah
calls it the time of Jacob’s trouble, “The
word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD,
saying, Thus speaketh the LORD God of
Israel, saying, Write thee all the words that I
have spoken unto thee in a book. For, lo, the
days come, saith the LORD, that I will bring
again the captivity of my people Israel and
Judah, saith the LORD: and I will cause
them to return to the land that I gave to their
fathers, and they shall possess it. And these
are the words that the LORD spake
concerning Israel and concerning Judah.
For thus saith the LORD; We have heard a
voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace.
Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth
travail with child? wherefore do I see every
man with his hands on his loins, as a woman
in travail, and all faces are turned into
paleness? Alas! for that day is great, so that
none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s
trouble; but he shall be saved out of it” (Jer
30:1-7).

Now this final week will involve two
important figures—two princes—one is
good, the other evil.

Two Princes
In Daniel 9:25 we have a mention of the

Messianic Prince (note the capital “P”). He
is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ—the
Anointed Prophet, Priest and King who has
come to save the world from sin, and to
restore the nation of Israel to greatness once
again. This will happen when the Lord Jesus
Christ returns.

Now, before the Lord Jesus Christ
returns, there must arise another prince, and
he is mentioned in verses 26 and 27 (note the
small “p”). This false and wicked prince is
the Antichrist, a counterfeit Christ. He will
one day arise to usher in a false peace in
Israel and later will try to destroy the Israel
and set himself as God (2 Thess 2:4, Rev
13:8). This will happen in the last seven
years of this present world’s history which is
yet to come. The Antichrist will arise from a

revived Roman empire (Dan 2:42-44), and
he will make a peace treaty with Israel. This
treaty once contracted will start the seven-
year period of great tribulation. Israel will
go through a terrible time of suffering. This
will happen when the Antichrist breaks his
peace treaty at the middle of seven years
(i.e. at the 3½-year point) by desecrating the
temple (c.f. Matt 24:15) and demanding
worship from the whole world (Rev 13:14-
15). But the defeat and destruction of the
Antichrist and his armies will come at
the end of the seven years when the Lord
Jesus Christ returns to fight the battle of
Armageddon (Rev 16:12-16, 19:11-21).

Two Peoples
The battle of Armageddon will involve

two groups of people (believers and
unbelievers) under two different leaders
(Christ and Antichrist). The believers can
also be divided into two groups—the
Church and Israel. The Church comprises
all who have believed in Christ during this
age of grace when many gentiles are being
born again into God’s kingdom. When the
covenant is made between the false prince
and Israel and the seven-year tribulation
period commences, the Church will be
raptured or caught up to meet the Lord in
the air (1 Thess 4:15-17). The seven-year
tribulation period is called a time of wrath—
God’s wrath. The Church is saved from the
wrath to come (1 Thess 5:9 cf Rev 6:17,
11:18, 15:1). The tribulation is for Israel to
enter because as already said, it is a time of
Jacob’s trouble. Jacob is Israel. Despite the
great persecution that will come upon Israel,
the Lord will save Israel from out of it, as
Romans 11:26 says, “And so all Israel shall
be saved: as it is written, There shall come
out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn
away ungodliness from Jacob.” God will
protect and preserve a remnant in Israel—a
total of 144,000 who will be servants of
God during that period (Rev 7:1-8).

The second group of people are the
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Feb 16 – 22, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Deuteronomy
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

THU 7.30 pm Biblical Covenants
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 2.30 pm YPF 5th Anniversary
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class (Room 810)
10.30 am Worship (Rev Prabhudas Koshy)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
2.30 pm Evangelism

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
FCM Combined Meeting 2009 will be held this
Fri, Feb 20, 09 at Calvary Pandan BPC, 7.30pm.
Dinner at 6.30pm. Message: “Boy Meets Girl:
Confronting Christian Courtship & Celibacy” by
Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. All tertiary students
are encouraged to attend. Contact Carol Leong at
98763151 for details.
Young People’s Fellowship 5th Anniversary
will be held at the RELC, Level 6, Paterson
Room (Room 602) this Sat (Feb 21, 09) at
2.30pm. Message: “Taking Up Our Cross” by
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Contact Herbert at
94377715 for details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 8
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 119:1-16
Hymn No. 255
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 273
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text James 4:13-15
Pastoral Prayer Rev Tan Kian Sing
Sermon Dependence upon God

(Rev Tan Kian Sing)
Closing Hymn No. 400
Benediction Rev Tan Kian Sing

From Milk to Meat
(A Sermon Preached by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at the

Sunset Gospel Hour, Calvary Pandan BPC,
February 1, 2009)

Text

“Called of God an high priest after the order of
Melchisedec. Of whom we have many things to say,
and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of
hearing. For when for the time ye ought to be
teachers, ye have need that one teach you again
which be the first principles of the oracles of God;
and are become such as have need of milk, and not
of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is
unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a
babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of
full age, even those who by reason of use have their
senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of
Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying
again the foundation of repentance from dead
works, and of faith toward God, Of the doctrine
of baptisms, and of laying on of hands,

and of resurrection of the dead, and of
eternal judgment. And this will we do, if
God permit.” (Heb 5:10-6:3).

Context

The Epistle to the Hebrews was
written to Christian Jews in the first
century, probably before AD 70, who
were tempted to go back to the old
Judaism. These Jewish believers were
about to deny the New Testament Faith
and reject the Lord Jesus Christ as their
Saviour. The writer of this Epistle was
trying to stop them from backsliding or
even apostatising by proving to them
powerfully from the Old Testament
Scripture that Jesus was truly their
promised Messiah—their Prophet, Priest
and King—who had come to save them
from their sins, and how the New
Covenant is a better Covenant based
upon better promises. The Old Covenant
was good, but the New is better.

In the first few chapters, chapters 1-
4, the writer argued very strongly from
the Old Testament itself how the Lord
Jesus Christ was the Prophet of
prophets, the special, unique Prophet as
foretold by Moses in Deuteronomy
18:15. Jesus was not just a prophet-
servant, He was the Prophet-Son,
Prophet-Supreme, superior to all the
other Old Testament prophets who came
before Him: “And Moses verily was
faithful in all his house, as a servant, for
a testimony of those things which were
to be spoken after; But Christ as a son
over his own house; whose house are
we, if we hold fast the confidence and
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: $9,658;
Fellowships’ Collections: LF $612
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $100;
Myanmar Orphanage $250; Sim Swee Ho $71.90
(YPF), $50; Wendy Teng $100; FEBC $480, $50
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$11,371.90
Church Building Fund $150, $100, $50, $50
Total: S$866,117.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $292.00

Verse for the Week: He that hath knowledge
spareth his words: and a man of understanding is of
an excellent spirit. Prov 17:27

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Ephesians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am.

Catechism Class for all who are seeking baptism,
reaffirmation of faith, transfer of membership. Class
meets in Room 810 from 9.15am – 10.15am, Jan
18–Apr 5, 09. Teacher: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
Cantata on “No Greater Love” will be held on Apr
4, 09 at Calvary Pandan BPC, 7.30pm. Speaker: Rev
Dr Prabhudas Koshy.
Church Camp 2009 (June 8–12) at Resort Lautan
Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in Christ.”
Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy.
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are recorded
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio CD
($3). You may place your prepaid orders or collect
your orders at the Booktable, 12pm – 12.30pm.

Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

Scriptures, the Holy Spirit at present
infallibly teaches and guides the saints
to recognise and understand the inspired
Scriptures which He has infallibly preserved.
If that is the case, then let us not grieve the
Holy Spirit by putting hindrances in the way.
By allowing the Holy Spirit to do His work
in our lives, moving us along according to
His Word, we will reach that expected level
of spiritual maturity within a reasonable
time.

So let us “grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. To him be glory both now and for
ever. Amen.” (2 Pet 3:18). To do this, we
need to “Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth”
(2 Tim 2:15).

Him and His Word. Our God is so big
and His Word so deep.

The author in Chapter 6:1 exhorted the
readers “let us go on unto perfection; not
laying again the foundation of repentance
from dead works, and of faith toward
God.” The words “go on” (pherometha)
tell us to be submissive to the Holy Spirit
who will move us along the spiritual
road towards “perfection” (teleioteta) or
spiritual maturity. The same Greek word
concerning the Spirit’s ministry is used in
2 Peter 1:21, “For the prophecy came not
in old time by the will of man: but holy
men of God spake as they were moved
(pheromenoi) by the Holy Ghost.” In the
same way the Holy Spirit had in the
past infallibly guided and directed the
Prophets and Apostles to pen the inspired



end.” (Heb 3:5-6).

In chapters 5-6, the writer proceeded to
present the Lord Jesus Christ as the Priest of
priests, not like Aaron who had a temporary
and passing priesthood, but a special
priesthood which was after the order of
Melchizedek, an everlasting and never-
ending priesthood. Aaron, though a high
priest, was but a priest-servant. Jesus, on the
other hand, was the one and only Priest-Son,
and Priest-King. “So also Christ glorified
not himself to be made an high priest; but he
that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day
have I begotten thee. As he saith also in
another place, Thou art a priest for ever
after the order of Melchisedec.” (Heb 5:5-
6).

Laziness

The writer wanted to go on expounding
the great truths of the marvellous
Melchizedekian priesthood of the Lord Jesus
Christ, but found himself totally frustrated
by the Jewish believers who were still so
babyish in their knowledge of God’s Word
and Truth. Their biblical foundation was still
so shallow and so weak that it could only
support an atap hut and not a skyscraper. He
could go no further about Melchizedek
because they were “dull of hearing” (Heb
5:11). The word “dull” comes from the word
nothroi which speaks of laziness. They were
slow to understand the deep truths of the
Christian Faith because they were just too
lazy to study God’s Word for themselves.
This was also what the Lord said of the
Emmaus disciples, “O fools, and slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have
spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered
these things, and to enter into his glory?”
(Luke 24:26). And He had to start from
square one just to teach them what the
Old Testament Scripture had already said
concerning Himself: “And beginning at
Moses and all the prophets, he expounded
unto them in all the scriptures the things
concerning himself.” (Luke 24:27).

Was the author unreasonable to rebuke
his Jewish readers for their dullness,

slowness and laziness? No, not at all. Verse
12 says, “For when for a time ye ought to be
teachers, ye have need that one teach you
again which be the first principles of the
oracles of God; and are become such as have
need of milk, and not of strong meat” (v.12).
The Epistle to the Hebrews was written
in about AD 70. The Lord Jesus Christ
completed His redemptive mission in AD 30.
Shortly after that, the Jewish Church was
founded through the evangelistic preaching of
the Apostles at Pentecost by the power of the
Holy Spirit. Forty years had already passed
since they became Christians. By this time,
they should already be teachers. But here they
were, 40 year-old Christians but still thinking
and behaving like a one-year old, still babies
in the faith. There was hardly any growth in
their spiritual knowledge and faith. This was
tragic!

First Principles

How long have you been a Christian? Are
you still like an infant in your knowledge of
the Holy Scriptures and the fundamentals of
the Christian Faith? Do you know the “first
principles?” “Therefore leaving the principles
of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto
perfection; not laying again the foundation of
repentance from dead works, and of faith
toward God” (Heb 6:1).

What are these “first principles”? They
are listed in Chapter 6:1, namely, (1)
Christology: the doctrine of Christ; (2)
Soteriology: repentance from dead works,
faith toward God; (3) Ecclesiology: doctrine
of baptisms, laying of hand; (4) Eschatology:
resurrection of the dead, and eternal
judgment. These are the basic doctrines of the
Christian Faith; foundational material for new
converts. The Jewish believers ought to have
already known such basics well, but sadly
they were still infants insofar as the first
principles were concerned (Heb 5:13). They
were still not capable of receiving the meat
of God’s Word. They have not gone past
“Theology 101.” Like babies, they were still
unable to discern right from wrong, true from
false, good from evil (Heb 5:14).

By way of application, is the Church
today any different? It is disturbing to note
that there are pastors, elders, deacons,
leaders in the Church today who are still
babies in the faith, and not able to discern
right from wrong, true from false, good from
evil. Some may not even be born again;
they are wolves in sheep’s clothing—false
Christs and false prophets. For example, in
1924, 1,274 ministers of the Presbyterian
Church of the United States of America
(PCUSA) denied these five fundamentals of
the Christian Faith: The (1) Inerrancy of
Scripture, (2) Virgin Birth of Christ, (3)
Miracles of Christ, (4) Substitionary
Atonement of Christ, and (5) Resurrection
of Christ. They insist that these were only
“theories” and should not be made dogma
and a test of orthodoxy.

Born Again?

In the first century, there were certain
members of the Jewish Church who wanted
to deny the Faith. Please understand that the
author of Hebrews was addressing a mixed
multitude. All these Jews to whom he was
writing called themselves “Christian” but
quite possibly some of them might only be
Christians in name, not truly regenerated or
born again. It should be pointed out that if a
person is born again, a babe in Christ, he
will be thirsting for God’s Word just as the
Apostle Peter had said, “As newborn babes,
desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye
may grow thereby” (1 Pet 2:2). But when
there is no evidence of thirst for God’s Word
and growth in the faith, then the only
conclusion must be there was no rebirth in
the first place, no life, and therefore no
growth. There was no faith, and that was
why some after joining the Church for
a season, not truly a citizen of heaven,
eventually fall away, despise the faith and
deny the Lord.

I believe the Book of Hebrews was
written by the Apostle Paul himself. There
are many things in it that are “hard to be
understood” (2 Pet 3: 16). The Apostle Peter

himself said of the writings of Paul. “And
account that the longsuffering of our Lord is
salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul
also according to the wisdom given unto him
hath written unto you; As also in all his
epistles, speaking in them of these things; in
which are some things hard to be understood,
which they that are unlearned and unstable
wrest, as they do also the other scriptures,
unto their own destruction” (2 Pet 3:15-16).
There are those who study the Scriptures not
unto their own conversion or edification but
unto their own condemnation and destruction.

Are you born again? Make sure dear
friends you are truly born again. You know
you are born again if you are thirsty and
hungry for God’s Word. You know you are
born again if you are able to understand
God’s Word, for spiritual things are
spiritually discerned, “But the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God:
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can
he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned” (1 Cor 2:14). You are born again
if you see spiritual growth in your life, you
see yourself changing day by day, week by
week, month by month, year by year to
become more and more like Christ.

Don’t Backslide

Even if we are truly born again, the
Apostle Peter warned that there is a real
danger of backsliding from the Lord if we are
not careful, “Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye
know these things before, beware lest ye also,
being led away with the error of the wicked,
fall from your own stedfastness.” (2 Pet
3:17). Never be contented with what you
already know, keep on knowing the Lord
more and more through a deeper and deeper
study and meditation of His forever infallible
and inerrant words in the Holy Scriptures.
You know you are learning and growing in
the knowledge and wisdom of God when you
realise that the more you know about the Lord
and His Word, the more you find that you do
not know; the more you know, the more you
see that there is so much more to know about
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TRUE                 BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am 

 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 
(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Feb 23 – Mar 1, 2009) 

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Deuteronomy 
  (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
THU 7.30 pm Biblical Covenants 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
 5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
  Catechism Class (Room 810) 
 10.30 am  Worship (Rev Koa Keng Woo) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503) 
 

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far 
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a 
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat 
(Feb 28, 09). Time: 4pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 
48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those 
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender 
MRT at 3.15pm. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for 
details. 
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat (Feb 28, 09) at 5.30pm. Venue: Mr 
and Mrs Bernard Tee’s home at 11 Greenwood 
Lane, Singapore 287001. Tel: 96780319. 
Message: “Prayer: Burden or Joy?” by Rev Dr 
Quek Suan Yew. Contact Ng Choon Seng at 
97669005 for details. 
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Elder J T Joseph 
Opening Hymn No. 27 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Eccl 12 
Hymn No. 173 
Announcements 
Special Number Young People’s Fellowship
Offering & Hymn No. 109 
Offertory Prayer Elder J T Joseph 
Scripture Text              2 Cor 3:5 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy 
Sermon                        Not Sufficient, and yet 
  Sufficient 
 (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
Closing Hymn No. 418 
Benediction  Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy 

Dangers to Youths Today! 
Jeffrey Khoo 

“Flee also youthful lusts: but follow 
righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that 
call on the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Tim 2:22). 

Young people in the church are very important 
people—VIPs! And it is because of this reason that 
Satan spares no effort to destroy the youths of our 
day. It is at a young age that our youths face the 
greatest temptations in life. If they make the right 
decision in life, their future will be safe and secure. 
Make the wrong one, and they may live to regret it 
for the rest of their life.  

The Lord repeatedly warns young people 
against the wiles of the devil and the temptations of 
sin and of the world. We find one such passage in 2 
Timothy 2:22 where Paul commanded, “Flee 
youthful lusts.” “Youthful lusts” here are the sinful 
desires of youth. The word “lust” or “desire” is a 
very strong word for passion or feeling. It refers to 

a strong yearning for something. It is
not simply desire, but strong desire. It is
often used in Scripture in the bad sense
of sinful desire. The word “lust” in the
KJV gives this idea. What are these
sinful youthful desires? 

Sinful desires that tempt our youths
today can be classified under these three
categories, all beginning with P. 

Pleasure 
This is unholy sexual desire or

fornication. Paul in 1 Corinthians 6:18c
commanded the believers to “flee
fornication.” The word in Greek is
porneia where we get the word
“pornography.” When Paul told young
Timothy to flee youthful lusts, one of
lusts he had in mind was the lust for
inordinate sexual pleasure. This is a real
problem with young people especially
when they reach puberty. They suddenly
find themselves attracted to the opposite
sex. This is natural. God made us this
way. But because of sin, this desire can
go awry, lead us astray, and cause us to
do things that are against God’s will and
Word.  

The youths today are bombarded by
all kinds of temptations that come from
Satan, from the world, and from within
themselves. The sexual temptation is
particularly strong. They want to
experiment. Experiment with chemicals
in the science lab all you want but
do not experiment with sex! It is an
experiment that is bound to explode in
your face and ruin not only your own
life but also the life of others.  

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$7,392.87; 
RM10; Fellowships’ Collections: AF $709; YPF $74  
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $150; Rev Jeffrey 
Khoo $50; Chan Pui Meng (Kenya) $500; 
Barnabas Yap $50; Wendy Teng $300; FEBC $400, 
$200, $100 
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
S$9,925.87; RM10 
Church Building Fund $200, $200 Total: 
S$866,517.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $314.00 
Verse for the Week: Even a fool, when he holdeth 
his peace, is counted wise: and he that shutteth his 
lips is esteemed a man of understanding. Prov 17:28 
 

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 
Ephesians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am.  
Catechism Class for all who are seeking baptism, 
reaffirmation of faith, transfer of membership. Class 
meets in Room 810 from 9.15am – 10.15am, Jan 18–
Apr 5, 09. Teacher: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. 
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats 
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit Panjang. 
Please meet at Blk 165 Gangsa Road at 2.30pm. For 
details, please contact Dn Tan Beng Lee at 
98719796. 
Cantata on “No Greater Love” will be held on Apr 
4, 09 at Calvary Pandan BPC, 7.30pm. Speaker: Rev 
Dr Prabhudas Koshy. 
Church Camp 2009 (June 8–12) at Resort Lautan 
Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in Christ.” 
Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy.  
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength. 

Adults Fellowship 4th Anniversary Meeting, Feb 14, 2009 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teenage pregnancy and abortion is on the
rise. Teenagers are engaging in premarital sex.
It is a criminal offence for anyone to have sex
with a minor, and to abort a baby is murder in
God’s eyes. Beware the internet chat rooms,
chat lines etc. Beware of sexual predators.
“Never talk to strangers.” Girls, pay attention
to this: One of the most precious gifts that you
have, that God has given you, is your chastity
and virginity. The best gift you can ever give
to your husband when you get married is the
gift of chastity and virginity. In 1 Corinthians
11:2, Paul spoke about the church, “I am
jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I
have espoused you to one husband, that I may
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.”
Never allow yourself to be used by your
boyfriend, or succumb to his sweet whispers. If
he says, “If you love me, you will have sex
with me,” give him a tight slap, and leave him! 

The problem with many boys and girls
today is promiscuity; they are too free with
their morals. They frequent places that pose a
danger to their purity—discos, pubs, beach
parties etc. Another danger is the company you
keep. What kind of friends do you have?
Listen to God, “Bad company corrupts good
morals” (1 Cor 15:33). Boys, make sure you
keep your distance. If you truly love your
girlfriend you would not even want sex until
after marriage. The problem today is that many
are wimps who do not have the guts to say
NO! Say NO to sex, drugs, discos, pubs, bad
company, rock music, filthy language, dirty
jokes, pornography etc. Date only Christians.
Go out in groups. Go to bright places and
not dark spaces. Flee youthful lusts, flee
fornication! 

Power 
The lust to shine or be showy is also a

danger. It is the sin of pride. This results in
boastings, envy, strife, selfish ambition. One of
the dangers posed to youths today is this whole
idea of self-esteem which tells you that you
need to think of yourself highly, good, capable,
strong, handsome/pretty, intelligent, talented,
popular etc. This is self-deception! It generates
a better-than-thou attitude. It leads to pride.

This is Satanic (Isa 14:12-14). The Bible says
the opposite: We are no good, we are
absolutely sinful. Romans 3:9-18 says, “What
then? are we better than they? No, in no wise:
for we have before proved both Jews and
Gentiles, that they are all under sin; As it is
written,  There is none righteous, no, not one:
There is none that understandeth, there is
none that seeketh after God. They are all
gone out of the way, they are together become
unprofitable; there is none that doeth good,
no, not one. Their throat is an open
sepulchre; with their tongues they have used
deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips:
Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:
Their feet are swift to shed blood:
Destruction and misery are in their ways:
And the way of peace have they not known:
There is no fear of God before their eyes.”  

In Philippians 2:3, Paul enjoined the
saints to cultivate other-esteem, not self-
esteem. Jesus for instance did not think
selfishly but selflessly and sacrificially when
He came into this world to save us from our
sins. The Apostle Paul lived a victorious
Christian life. But was it a result of his self-
esteem? No it was not self-esteem but Christ-
esteem. The Apostle Paul rightly esteemed
himself by esteeming Christ, “I am crucified
with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me”
(Gal 2:20). In short, “Not I but Christ.” The
Bible does not teach self-esteem but other-
esteem, and Christ-esteem.  

Possessions 
Materialism is not only the sin of working

adults, but also of youths and students.
Schoolboys and schoolgirls today can spend
hundreds of dollars on a T-shirt, or a pair of
pants, handbags, etc. These branded clothes
are usually not very modest. There is so little
cloth, and yet so very costly. The economics
of fashion today seems to be: More cash, less
cloth; less cash, more cloth. The lust for
expensive clothes is due in part to peer
pressure. My friends have it, so must I. Dare

to be different! Romans 12:1-2 tells you to
“present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service. And be not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Do not
follow the trends and fashion of the world. Do
not idolise the pop-singers or actors.  

“Godliness with contentment is great gain”
(1 Tim 6:6). “The love of money is the root of
all evil” (1 Tim 6:10). Some teenagers work
during the holidays to get the money to buy all
kinds of expensive stuff. Such ought to be
praised for their industry and resourcefulness,
but what a colossal waste of hard-earned
money to splurge on vain things! Wise
stewardship of money is important. Christian
youths ought to use their money for God’s
kingdom and build up their treasures in
heaven. Use it for missions for example. Save
up to go on mission trips or for church camps.
Use the money to buy good Christian books to
read. There are many ways to use our money
so as to gain eternal rewards. 

Conclusion 
“Flee, and keep on fleeing youthful lusts.”

It is a command, not a choice. How to flee
youthful lusts? Psalm 119:9-11 tells us how:
“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way? by taking heed thereto according to thy
word. With my whole heart have I sought thee:
O let me not wander from thy commandments.
Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might
not sin against thee.” The Word of God is
important—know it and keep it well! 

*************** 
Adults’ Fellowship Report 

William Teo 
It is a joy to give thanks and praise to our

Almighty God who has seen us through these
last four years. It is our prayer that the Lord
will continue to lead and guide us as we seek
to grow in faith and in the knowledge of Him!
We thank God for Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo who
completed teaching us Church History in 2008.
We also covered other topics such as

“Christian & Recreation” by Rev Dr Das
Koshy and “Faithfulness in Service” by Judah
Kundael Pallangyo 

Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo is teaching the book
of Acts this year. As usual, we meet at my
home monthly, on the second Saturday,
3.30pm, to study God's Word. We pray that
more brethren will be able to join us to study
God’s Word. 

In a typical meeting, we would have the
message first, followed by a time of sharing
and prayer. After that we stay for some
refreshments & fellowship. 

Besides the monthly meetings, some of
the AF brethren participate in: (1) Monthly
door-to-door evangelism led by Dn Charles
Kan, and (2) Church camps, so that we might
have fellowship with other church brethren.
Thank God that a good number of us were
able to join the church camp last year. 

In our Christmas Caroling on December
25, 2008, the AF, brethren from YPF and the
Gethsemane Care Ministry visited four
homes: Sister Janelle’s mum and Brother
Jason Lim’s home where Preacher Daniel
Lim shared the gospel and Christmas
message. We thank God for Janelle’s mother
who has accepted Christ on that day and has
started attending True Life with Janelle every
Sunday. May the Lord help her to know more
about Christ and to seek baptism in time to
come. We also visited St John’s Home for
Senior Citizens where we spent a few hours
there with the residents. We ended our
caroling with fellowship at Sister Maureen
Mahadevan’s home where Preacher Daniel
Lim again exhorted us from God’s Word.  

From the offerings collected at our
meetings, we channelled various love gifts to
the 4th Anniversary of the Young People’s
Fellowship, Brother Sim Swee Ho who has
undergone cancer treatment, and Brother
Judah Kundael Pallangyo, an FEBC graduate. 

We pray for the Lord to open up avenues
of service for us to serve Him in 2009 as we
seek to occupy till He comes!  
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Mar 2 – 8, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Deuteronomy
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
THU 7.30 pm Biblical Covenants

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class (Room 810)
10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this
Wed, Mar 4, 09 at 7.45pm. Venue: RELC, Level
6, Newton Room (Room 601). Message:
“Without Charity I Am Nothing (Part 2)” by Pr
Dennis Kabingue. All are welcome. Contact
Judith at 96729973 for details.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held this Fri, Mar 6, 09, at 8pm in the home of
Mrs Quek Siok Eng, 58 Watten Drive. Tel:
64671360.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Mar 7, 09 at 3.30pm in the home of
Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Program:
Bible Study on 2 Timothy by Dn Paul Cheng.
Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.
Cantata on “No Greater Love” will be held on
Apr 4, 09 at Calvary Pandan BPC, 7.30pm.
Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan
Opening Hymn No. 217
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 5
Hymn No. 356
Announcements
Special Number Men’s Chorus
Offering & Hymn No. 173
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan
Scripture Text Habakkuk 3:17-19
Pastoral Prayer Rev Koa Keng Woo
Sermon Secret of Having True Joy

(Rev Koa Keng Woo)
Closing Hymn No. 335
Benediction Rev Koa Keng Woo

BIBLICAL PRESUPPOSITIONS IN
APPROACHING THE TEXTUAL

DEBATE

Paul Ferguson

(1) All of our doctrines must be from the
Bible (2 Tim 3:16). The Bible is self-attesting (1
Cor 14:29, 32, 37; Matt 18:19). How we view
our world is not how God views it and believers
are mandated to think God’s thoughts after
Him (Isa 55:9), which requires a scriptural
presuppositional approach to the textual
question. A believer must study to show
“himself approved unto God” (2 Tim 2:15). As
Cornelius Van Til puts it, “The Bible is thought
of as authoritative on everything of which it
speaks. And it speaks of everything.” We are to
receive these promises by faith (Heb 11:13; Matt
13:22; Rom 1:17).

God revealed the Scriptures so men could
know His will both in the Old and New

Testaments and in the future (Deut
31:9-13, 24-29; 1 John 1:1-4; 2:1-17;
2 Tim 3:14-17, 2 Pet 1:12-15).
Certainly the Bible makes clear that
no Scripture was intended for only the
original recipient (Rom 15:4; 1 Cor
10:11). God intended for those
writings to be recognised and received
by the church as a whole (e.g. Col
4:16; Rev 1:4). These Words were to
be guarded (1 Tim 6:20-21) as a
“pattern of sound words” for the
church (2 Tim 1:13-14) and to be used
to instruct the future church (2 Tim
2:2).

(2) The Bible promises that God
will preserve every one of His Words
forever down to the very jot and tittle
of the smallest letter (Pss 12:6-7;
33:11; 119:152, 160; Isa 30:8; 40:8; 1
Pet 1:23-25; Matt 5:18; 24:35).

(3) The Bible assures us that God’s
Words are perfect and pure (Ps 12:6-
7; Prov 30:4-5).

(4) The Bible promises that God
would make His Words generally
available to every generation of
believers (Deut 30:11-14; Isa 34:16;
59:21; Matt 4:4; 2 Pet 3:2; Jude 17).
(This is general availability, not
necessarily to every person on the
planet.) Certainly, we are told that for
around two millennia in history only
one small nation had the true and pure
words of God, “He sheweth his word
unto Jacob, his statutes and his
judgments unto Israel. He hath not

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$10,283;
RM50; Fellowships’ Collections: YPF $697.90
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $200; Rev
Jeffrey Khoo $100; Berean BPC $300; Brisbane
BPC $200; New Life Orphanage (Yangon) $270,
$250; Bible Witness $500; YPF $20; Molla (FEBC)
$50; Titus (FEBC) $50; Sim Swee Ho $300; Wendy
Teng $200, $100, $100; FEBC $80
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$13,900.90; RM50
Church Building Fund $200, $200 Total:
S$866,917.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $219.00

Verse for the Week: Through desire a man, having
separated himself, seeketh and intermeddleth with
all wisdom. Prov 18:1

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Ephesians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Church Camp 2009 (June 8–12) at Resort Lautan
Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in Christ.”
Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy.

Our deepest condolences to Sis Lim Siew Khim on
the home-going of her mother, Mdm Pang Ai Lin,
on Feb 23, 09. Vigil Services were conducted on
Feb 24 & 25, 09 and Burial Service was conducted
at the Choa Chu Kang Christian Cemetery on Feb
26, 09 by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.

Sis Siew Khim and family would like to thank the
church for the prayer support, love gifts and words
of encouragement during the hospitalisation and
bereavement of their beloved mother, Pang Ai Lin.

Young People’s Fellowship 5th Anniversary Meeting, February 21, 2009



dealt so with any nation; and as for his
judgments, they have not known them.
Praise ye the LORD” (Ps 147:19-20).

(5) The Bible promises there will be
certainty as to the Words of God (2 Pet
1:19; Luke 1:4; Prov 1:23; 22:20-1; Dan
12:9-10).

(6) The Bible promises that God would
lead His saints into all truth, that the
Word, all of His Words, are truth (John
16:13; 17:8, 17).

(7) God states that the Bible will be
settled to the extent that someone could
not add or take away from His Words
(Rev 22:18-19; Deut 12:32). Indeed, the
Apostle Peter in 2 Peter 3:2 warned the
saints of his day to be mindful of the
“Words” of the Old Testament writings
(v2a) and the New Testament writings
(v2b), which would be absurd if some of
these Words had been corrupted or lost.

(8) The Bible shows that the true
Church of Christ would receive these
Words (John 17:8; Acts 8:14, 11:1; 17:11;
1 Thess 2:13; 1 Cor 15:3).

(9) The Bible implies that believers
would receive these Words from other
believers (Deut 17:18; 1 Kgs 2:3; Prov
25:1; Acts 7:38; Heb 7:11; 1 Thess 1:6;
Phil 4:9).

(10) The Bible shows that Bible
promises may appear to contradict science
and reason. In Genesis 2 we see that a
newly created world may look ancient.
However, the Scriptures remind us that “It
is better to trust in the LORD than to put
confidence in man” (Ps 118:8).

(11) Christ implied the preservation of
His very Words as a Standard of future
judgment (John 12:48). He also warned of
the vanity of ignoring His actual Words
(Matt 7:26). Christ emphatically declared,
“the Scripture cannot be broken” (John

10:35). In Matthew 22:29 Jesus rebuked,
“Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures.” If
the Scriptures were only accessible in the
Originals then why would He chide them
for being ignorant of Words that were not
available? Believers are commanded to
contend for the faith (Jude 3) and this faith
is based upon the Words of God (Rom
10:17). Note that concerning the end-times,
the Lord Jesus warned, “Nevertheless
when the Son of man cometh, shall he find
faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8 cf. Amos
8:11; Lam 2:9).

Here are other Bible evidences that
guide us:

(1) God also has established Biblical
precedents which show that He keeps and
protects His Words. For instance, when
Moses broke the original copy of the tables
of God, they were replaced very soon
afterwards and not hundreds of years later
and Scripture makes the point that these
second tablets were written “the words that
were in the first tables” (Deut 10:2). In
the book of Jeremiah, God responded to
the burning of His inspired Words by
preparing Baruch to record in it “all the
former words that were in the first roll”
(Jer 36:28).

(2) Jesus preached from the existing
scrolls and we are explicitly told they
were “Scripture” (Luke 4:21). Jesus also
explicitly said the “Scripture” that they
were reading was “spoken unto you by
God” (Matt 22:31 cf. Mark 12:24-
26). Indeed, Christ said to His audience
that when they read the Scripture they
would see that which was written by
Daniel the prophet himself (Matt 24:15;
Mark 13:14). Other New Testament
passages argue from the Old Testament
text based on a phrase (as in Acts 15:13-
17), a word (Matt 22:32), or even the
difference between the singular and plural
form of a word (as in Gal. 3:16).

(3) The Bible warns that there would
be those who would “corrupt the word
of God” (2 Cor 2:17) and handle it
“deceitfully” (2 Cor 4:2). The Apostle
Paul warns of those who “changed the
truth of God into a lie, and worshipped
and served the creature more than the
Creator” as heading towards apostasy
(Rom 1:25). There would arise false
gospels with false epistles (2 Thess 2:2).
Jesus taught us that if a tree is corrupt, the
fruit will be corrupt. Likewise, if a tree is
good, the fruit will be good (Matt 7:17).
He was speaking of false prophets. False
prophets and false teachers corrupt the
Scriptures (2 Pet 2:1-3). We must
understand that there will always be a
line of perversion as there will be of
preservation. We are commanded to be
fruit inspectors based upon the premise
that if a man’s doctrinal belief is in error
we can conclude that he will do the same
to the Scriptures (2 Cor 2:17). “The fear of
the LORD is the beginning of knowledge”
(Prov 1:7); so all knowledge of the Words
of God is rooted in God.

(4) God utilised fallible but Spirit-
filled human writers to pen His divinely
inspired Words of Scripture (2 Tim 3:16,
1 Pet 1:21). A fallible but Spirit-filled
John the Baptist could point infallibly to
Christ. As much as a fallible but Spirit-
filled Church can recognise and receive
the infallible Canon, so can she also
recognise and receive the infallible Words
of this Canon (John 10:27). Canonicity
was recognised by the true Church (not
Rome) and the corollary of this must
be that the Canonised Words must be
recognised by the true and faithful Church
and not Rome’s texts or apostate textual
critics such as Westcott, Hort, Aland,
Metzger, Ehrman et al.

(5) The Church at Antioch has a
noteworthy position in Scriptures in

contrast to Alexandria. Antioch is the first
place where the born-again believer is
called a Christian (Acts 11:26). It is also
interesting to see that where both Antioch
and Alexandria are mentioned in the same
passage, Antioch is listed as a place of
service, while Alexandria is listed as a
place of disruption (Acts 6:5-10). Egypt
is for the most part associated with
ungodliness in the Bible (Isa 19:14; Acts
7:39; Rev 11:8). Most of the New
Testament books were written originally
to cities in the Byzantine Text area and
none written to Alexandria. However,
it was precisely in Alexandria that
corrupters of the true text dominated.

Dr Kent Brandenburg summarises
from these presuppositions, “When we
see what God has taught about His Words
and the preservation of them, we choose
to believe what He said, despite tangible
evidence. Individual hand-copies had
errors. God said that men would change
the Words of Scripture. He warned of it.
We see that this is the strategy of Satan,
to amend the Words of God. However,
God promised and so we believe that
He overcame the work of Satan and
preserved His Words so that we would
have a settled text that is perfect in
fulfillment of His promises. The textus
receptus of the NT and the Hebrew
Masoretic of the OT are the only texts
that could have been preserved and
available. They are the only texts that
believers will claim perfection.

“I wasn’t there when God created the
world. I believe it anyway. I wasn’t there
when God inspired His Word. I believe it
anyway. I wasn’t there when Jesus died
on the cross. I believe it anyway. I wasn’t
there when God preserved His Words. I
believe it anyway. God will be pleased
with your reception of the Words He
preserved.”
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Mar 9 – 15, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Deuteronomy
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
THU 7.30 pm Biblical Covenants

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class (Room 810)
10.30 am Worship (Rev Prabhudas Koshy)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Mar 14, 09 at 3.30pm in the home
of Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “Unprofitable Servants” by Rev Tan
Kian Sing. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.
An Easter Cantata on “No Greater Love” will
be held on Apr 4, 09 (Sat) at Calvary Pandan
BPC, 7.30pm. Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas
Koshy. Invitation flyers are available at the
Booktable.
Church Camp 2009 (June 8–12) at Resort
Lautan Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in
Christ.” Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy.
Please register early. Availability of rooms will
be on a first-come-first-served basis. Closing
Date: May 3, 09. Contact Dn Leong Kwok Whye
at 96250162 for details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 34
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 22
Hymn No. 175
Announcements
Special Number Mixed Chorus
Offering & Hymn No. 408
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Mark 3:22-30
Sermon The Unpardonable Sin

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 291

(Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

KING JAMES ONLY
David Cloud

There is a lot of debate and confusion
surrounding the man-made term "King James
Onlyism." This term has been popularized in
recent years by men who claim they are
concerned about an alleged dangerous and cultic
view of the King James Bible. Rarely do they
carefully define this term, though, and as a result
a wide variety of Bible-believing men are
lumped together and labeled with a term the
meaning of which is nebulous.

The term “King James Only” was invented
by those who oppose the defense of the King
James Bible and its underlying Hebrew and
Greek texts. It was intended to be a term of
approbation, and it is usually defined in terms of
the extremism.

I have been labeled “King James Only”
because of my writings on the subject of Bible

texts and versions and my defense of
the King James Bible. To set the
record straight, let me explain what I
believe. I know from decades of
experience and extensive travels that
this is also what a large number of
other King James Bible defenders
believe.

I will accept the label of “King
James Only” if it means the
following:

If “King James Only” defines one
who believes that God has given
infallible Scripture in the original
Greek and Hebrew writings and that
He has preserved that in the Hebrew
Masoretic and Greek Received Text
underlying the King James Bible and
other Reformation Bibles and that
we have an accurate translation of it
in the English language in the
Authorized Version, call me “King
James Only.”

If “King James Only” defines one
who believes modern textual criticism
is heresy, call me “King James Only.”
I have spent hundreds of dollars to
obtain the writings of the men who
have been at the forefront of
developing the theories underlying
modern textual criticism, and I have
read them. They are not dependable.
They refuse to approach the Bible text
from a position of faith in divine
preservation. Most of them are
unbelievers, and I refuse to lean upon
their scholarship. I am convinced they

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: $14,331;
Fellowships’ Collections: FBF $230
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Jeffrey
Khoo $100, $50; BCEA Tanzania $5,000, $2,000,
$410, $100; Ethiopia Missions $4,000; Elder Tan
Nee Keng $300; Marilyn Nanta $200; Degu
(FEBC) $50; Eliezeri (FEBC) $50; Kiet Thaven
(FEBC) $50; Leakena (FEBC) $50; Rebecca
(FEBC) $50; Tann Heng (FEBC) $50; Titus
(FEBC) $50; Barnabas Yap $50; Sim Swee Ho
$500, $500, $100; Wendy Teng $200; FEBC Legal
Fees $500; FEBC Scholarship $400; FEBC $1,000
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$30,521
Church Building Fund $900, $750, $500, $500,
$500, $150, $54 Total: S$870,271.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $321.00

Verse for the Week: A fool hath no delight in
understanding, but that his heart may discover itself.
Prov 18:2

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Ephesians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am.

Infant Baptism on Easter Sunrise Service, Apr 12,
09. Please register with Miss Wendy Teng (Tel:
62541287/94754067).
Vacation Bible Adventure 2009 (June 3-5). Serve
in the VBA! Application forms available at the VBA
Booth. Contact Benedict at 83225775 for details.
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo will be away preaching at
the Brisbane BPC 2nd Anniversary Thanksgiving
Service, Mar 13-19, 09.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

Chemchemi Kindergarten at BCEA Tanzania
(Miss Joyce Yoon, Kindergarten Principal on the Left)



do not have the spiritual discernment
necessary to know where the inspired,
preserved Word of God is located today.

If “King James Only” defines one
who believes that God has preserved the
Scripture in its common use among
apostolic churches through the fulfillment
of the Great Commission and that He
guided the Reformation editors and
translators in their choice of the Received
Text and that we don’t have to start all
over today in an to attempt to find the
preserved text of Scripture, call me “King
James Only.” The theories of modern
textual criticism, on the other hand, all
revolve around the idea that the pure text
of Scripture was not preserved in the
Reformation text but that the Reformation
editors, because of their alleged ignorance
and or lack of resources, rejected the pure
text and chose, instead, an inferior text. In
fact, modern textual criticism is predicated
upon the theory that the best text of
the New Testament (the Egyptian or
Alexandrian) was rejected in the earliest
centuries and was replaced with a corrupt
recension that was created through the
conflation of various manuscript readings
(the Byzantine or Traditional text) and
that the corrupt text became the dominant
text throughout most of church history
(for 1,500 years) until the best text was
rediscovered in the 19th century. You are
free to accept such views if it suits you. I,
for one, believe this is absolute nonsense,
and if that is “King James Only,” count
me in.

Similarly, if “King James Only”
defines one who rejects the theory that the
“preserved” Word of God was hidden
away in the Pope’s library and in a weird
Greek Orthodox monastery at the foot of
Mt. Sinai (a monastery which has a room
full of the skulls of dead monks) for
hundreds of years, call me “King James
Only.”

If “King James Only” defines one
who believes it is important to have
one biblical standard in a language as
important as English and who believes
that the multiplicity of competing versions
has created confusion and has weakened
the authority of the Word of God in this
century, call me “King James Only.”

I will not accept the label of “King
James Only” if it means the following:

If “King James Only” defines one who
believes that the KJV was given by
inspiration, I am not “King James Only.”
The King James Bible is the product of
preservation, not inspiration. The term
“inspiration” refers to the original giving
of the Scripture through holy men of old
(2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20-21). At the same
time, I agree with the Pulpit Commentary
when it says, “We must guard against
such narrow, mechanical views of
inspiration as would confine it to the
Hebrew and Greek words in which it was
written, so that one who reads a good
translation would not have ‘the words of
the Lord.’” To say that the King James
Bible is the inspired Word of God in the
English language because it is an accurate
translation of the preserved Hebrew and
Greek is not the same as saying that it was
given by inspiration.

If “King James Only” defines one who
believes the English KJV is superior to the
Hebrew and Greek texts upon which it
was based, I am not “King James Only.”
In fact, I believe such an idea is pure
nonsense, as it would mean the preserved
Word of God did not exist before 1611.

If “King James Only” defines one who
believes the English Authorized Version is
advanced revelation over the Hebrew
and Greek text that God gave through
inspiration to holy men of old, I am not
“King James Only.”

If “King James Only” defines one who
believes that we do not need to study
Greek and Hebrew today or that it is not
proper to use lexicons and dictionaries, I
am not “King James Only.” God’s people
should learn Greek and Hebrew if possible
and use (with much caution and wisdom)
study tools. When the Bible says that
“holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost,” we know that
the words they spake were Hebrew and
Greek words. I encouraged my youngest
son to begin studying Greek in high
school, and he is scheduled to have four
years of Greek and two of Hebrew when
he graduates from Bible College. But
foundational to the study of the biblical
languages is a thorough understanding of
the textual issue. We must study the right
Greek and Hebrew, and we must also be
careful of the original language study
tools, because many of them were
produced from a rationalistic perspective
and with great bias against the Received
Text.

If “King James Only” defines one who
believes the preserved Word of God is
available only in English, I am not “King
James Only.” The Masoretic Hebrew Old
Testament and Greek Received New
Testament translated properly into any
language is the preserved Word of God
in that language, whether it is German,
Spanish, French, Korean, or Nepali. There
is a list of Received-text based translations
in the “Directory of Foreign Language
Literature” at the Way of Life web site.
(See the Apostasy Database.)

If “King James Only” defines one
who believes that translations in other
languages should be based on English
rather than (when possible) Greek and
Hebrew, I am not “King James Only.” (I
also believe that a good translation can be
made directly from the King James Bible

when necessary if it is done by men who
are capable in the use of dictionaries
so that they understand the somewhat
antiquated language of the KJV properly.)

If “King James Only” defines one who
believes that a person can only be saved
through the King James Bible, I am not
“King James Only.” It is the Gospel that
is the power of God unto salvation (Rom.
1:16), and even a Bible that is textually
corrupt contains the Gospel.

If “King James Only” defines one who
believes that the King James Bible’s
antiquated language is holy or who
believes the KJV could never again be
updated, I am not “King James Only.” I
doubt the KJV will ever be replaced in
this apostate age, but to say that it is
wrong to update the language again after
the fashion of the several updates it has
undergone since 1611 is not reasonable,
in my estimation. Having dealt constantly
with people who speak English as a 2nd or
3rd language, I am very sympathetic to the
very real antiquation problem in the King
James Bible. At the same time, I am not
going to trade an excellent Bible with a
few problems due to old language for
a Bible filled with error due to a
corrupt text and/or a corrupt translation
methodology.

If “King James Only” defines one who
believes he has the authority to call those
who disagree with him silly asses,
morons, and jacklegs, and to treat them as
if they were the scum of the earth because
they refuse to follow his peculiar views, I
am not “King James Only.”

Source: David Cloud, Fundamental
Baptist Information Service, P.O. Box
610368, Port Huron, MI 48061, 866-295-
4143, fbns@wayoflife.org.

*****
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Mar 16 – 22, 2009)

MON–FRI FEBC Mid-Semester Break
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Adults Fellowship
Young People’s Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
Catechism Class (Room 810)

10.30 am Worship (Dr S H Tow)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held this Sat,
Mar 21, 09 at Mr and Mrs William Teo’s home,
Blk 835 Woodlands St 83 #12-113, 3.30pm.
Program: Bible Study on Acts by Rev Dr Jeffrey
Khoo. Contact William Teo at 91831150 for
details.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Mar 21, 09 at 3.30pm in the home
of Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Program: Bible Study on 2 Timothy by Dn Paul
Cheng. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.
Vacation Bible Adventure 2009 (June 3-5).
Serve in the VBA! Application forms available at
the VBA Booth. Contact Benedict at 83225775
for details.
Church Camp 2009 (June 8–12) at Resort
Lautan Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in
Christ.” Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy.
Please register early. Availability of rooms will
be on a first-come-first-served basis. Closing
Date: May 3, 09. Contact Dn Leong Kwok Whye
at 96250162 for details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 44
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 111
Hymn No. 236
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 387
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text 2 Corinthians 4:7
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy
Sermon Treasure in Earthen Vessels

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
Closing Hymn No. 113
Benediction Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy

Brisbane Bible-Presbyterian Church
from Founding until Inauguration

By God’s grace, mercy and providence,
Brisbane Bible-Presbyterian Church started
with a small Bible Study group including
Brother Robert Goh, Sister Karen Goh, Bro
Walter Wei and Brother Nguyen Gia Hien’s
family. Brother Hien had received a sound and
Biblical training for his Master of Divinity
(MDiv) and Master of Theology (ThM)
degrees at the Far Eastern Bible College
(FEBC). He spent a total of four years in
Singapore and then went to Brisbane to be
reunited with his family in June 2004. The
Bible Study group gathered together in a City
Library’s room booked on Saturdays in July
and August 2004, and then at Brother Hien’s
home in September 2004.

By the end of September 2004, True
Life Bible-Presbyterian Church in Singapore

adopted Brother Hien as her
missionary preacher. Since then,
True Life has kindly supported his
family and the ministry in Brisbane
not only financially, but also
with their prayers, encouragement,
advice, visitation although the
ministry in Australia was not easy at
all, “O give thanks unto the LORD;
for he is good: for his mercy
endureth for ever” (Ps 136:1).

Thank God that by His grace the
Sunday Worship Service started at
Preacher Hien’s home in March
2005. We welcomed Sister Marlyn,
an aboriginal lady, to our Bible
study on Saturday and Sunday
Worship Service and visited her
relatives and friends on Straitbroke
Island three times with Sister
Marlyn and Brother Walter, but we
were sorry that after three months
Sister Marlyn did not join our Bible
study and worship anymore due
to her relatives’ influence and
opposition.

Thank God that Brother Tim
Low from New Zealand found a job
in Brisbane in 2005 and brought his
wife Anne (an FEBC alumna) and
their son Zac to Brisbane in 2006.

By God’s grace, we had enough
membership to register our church
and shifted our Sunday Worship
Service to Annerley Community

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$7,850;
RM2; Fellowships’ Collections: LF $357; YPF $150
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Jeffrey
Khoo $50; Rev Prabhudas Koshy $50; BCEA
Tanzania $5,000, $480, $400, $100; Sim Swee Ho
$100, $92.20 (YPF); Wendy Teng $300; FEBC
Bookroom $63; FEBC $1,000, $400
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$16,592.20; RM2
Church Building Fund $100, $50 Total:
S$870,421.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $306.00

Verse for the Week: When the wicked cometh, then
cometh also contempt, and with ignominy reproach.
Prov 18:3

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Ephesians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am.
All are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.
Infant Baptism on Easter Sunrise Service, Apr 12,
09. Please register with Miss Wendy Teng (Tel:
62541287/94754067).
An Easter Cantata on “No Greater Love” will
be held on Apr 4, 09 (Sat) at Calvary Pandan
BPC, 7.30pm. Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy.
Invitation flyers are available at the Booktable.

True Life B-P Church’s sermons are recorded
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio CD
($3). You may place your prepaid orders or collect
your orders at the Booktable, 12pm – 12.30pm.
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo is away preaching at
the Brisbane BPC 2nd Anniversary Thanksgiving
Service, Mar 13-19, 09.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

is so blessed, a college that has the
students (former and current), teachers
and friends around the world who have
the ability and gift to interpret His
infallible Word in such a manner so
that the readers can have the correct
understanding and can receive spiritual
and intellectual blessings.

Rev Errol D Stone, Rev Hien
Nguyen, Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy,
Reggor B Galarpe, Ephrem Chiracho
Ouchula, Tan Kian Sing, Richard M
Tiu, Jeffrey Khoo, Lek Aik Wee,
Dominino dela Cruz Jr and Dr Timothy

Tow, all of them are like the brightness of
the firmament and like the stars because I
hope through their tireless work many are
being converting to Jesus and growing in
Him. All of them are wonderful and
superb men of God. I pray for all of them
that may God use them more and more for
His glory.

Best wishes
Sarfraz Masih
March 10, 2009

Note: I also want to learn His Word and
preach it like these men of God but
the circumstances are not in my favor.



Hall in April 2006. Praise the Lord
that Brisbane Bible-Presbyterian Church
was incorporated under Queensland
Associations Incorporation Act 1981 on
July 28, 2006.

Thank God for graciously providing
a more suitable place for our Sunday
Worship Service at St John’s
Presbyterian Church, 33 King Street,
Annerley, Queensland 4103, and it has
been the venue for our Sunday Worship
Service since October 2006.

Thank God for bringing Brother Eric
Too, his wife Linda and their children
Hannah and Emma from Sydney to
Brisbane BPC in November 2006 and
for their faithful ministry in our midst.

Thank God that the Sunday School
class for the children was first conducted
by Sister Anne and she has faithfully
served the Lord well among the children
until now.

Thank God for bringing Bro Michael
Low from Melbourne to our midst in
February and worshipped the LORD
with us from February 2007 until he got
another job in Hervey Bay in February
2008. Mrs Too (Bro Eric’s mother) from
Malaysia came to visit us and attended
our Worship faithfully from March
until she went back home by end of
September.

Thank God that the Vietnamese Bible
study was first conducted at Sis Jade’s
home on Thursday at 7:00 pm on March
15.

Thank God for His blessings upon
our Inauguration Service on March 18,
2007 with our officiating minister Rev
Stephen Khoo and Eld Charles Choong
from Bethel B-P Church in Melbourne;
Rev Paul Seiler and his wife Mrs Carol

Seiler, and Eld Jim Roth from St John’s
Presbyterian Church; Dn and Mrs Charles
Kan and several other brethren from
Singapore—Sis Judith D’Silva and Sis
Deborah Mae; Dr and Mrs Francis
Lee and their son Moses; twin sisters
Joycelyn and Jacelyn Chng; Rev and Mrs
Errol Stone from Faith Presbyterian
Church-Perth; Rev Dr Okman Ki from
Hope BPC in Adelaide; Dn Anthony
Ngan from Sydney BPC; Bro Robert
Goh, Sis Karen Goh, Bro Michael Low
and Sis Jade Truong together with Bro
Tim’s family, Bro Eric’s family and Mrs
Too, and Pr Hien’s family.

Thank God for graciously enabling
Pr Hien to pass the written and oral
examinations for ordination assigned by
the Faculty of the FEBC, and Pr Hien
was ordained a Minister of the Gospel
at the Far Eastern Bible College’s
Graduation Service held at Calvary
Pandan Bible-Presbyterian Church in
Singapore on the Lord’s Day, May 6,
2007.

How we are thankful to the LORD for
often bringing visitors and friends from
here and there to visit us and encourage
us as well as gradually bringing more
brethren to our midst to worship and
serve Him at Brisbane Bible-Presbyterian
Church! All is by God’s grace and mercy
alone, and all glory and praise be unto
Him alone. Amen.

A Word of Welcome from the
Pastor of Brisbane BPC

Dear friends,

By God’s grace, love and goodness,
we have gotten to know, worship and
serve the living and true God of the
Holy Scriptures, the Almighty Creator
and loving heavenly Father. We trust

that by His providence (not by accident)
you are visiting our Website
(www.brisbanebpc.org.au). You are very
welcome to Brisbane Bible-Presbyterian
Church in Queensland, Australia!

We really thank God that Brisbane
Bible-Presbyterian Church was established
in Brisbane and incorporated under the
Associations Incorporation Act 1981 of
Queensland, on 28 July 2006. We are a
reformed church built on the foundation of
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself alone and
on God’s perfectly inspired and perfectly
preserved Word, the Holy Scriptures
alone, which are the texts underlying the
King James Bible—the Hebrew Masoretic
Text of the Old Testament and the Greek
Received Text (Textus Receptus) of the
New Testament. Our motto is from
Philippians 2:11, “Jesus Christ Is Lord”
and from John 17:17, “Thy (God’s) Word
Is Truth.” That means we submissively
look unto the Lord Jesus Christ and
humbly seek to exalt Him alone, not
ourselves or men (John 3:30; 2 Cor 4:5)
and to study, preach, teach and magnify
God’s Word alone (2 Tim 2:15; 4:2; Ps
138:2), not human words, ideas or
philosophies. By God’s grace and strength,
we fervently defend for God’s Truth and
maintain a Christ-centred and Bible-
centred Worship in these last days of
compromise and apostasy.

Our purpose is not to draw you to
ourselves or to our group but to the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself alone, who truly
loved you, died for your sins, rose again
for your justification and is able to save
you perfectly (Rom 4:25; 8:32-39; Heb
7:25). We do pray that you may be
comforted, edified, born again, and
sanctified by the Holy Spirit and by God’s
Word (John 3:5; Acts 9:31; Rom 15:4; 1

Pet 1:23), and then be constrained by
Christ’s love to worship Him, live for
Him, and serve Him according to His
Word, His will and His way shown in
the Holy Scriptures until our Lord Jesus
comes back again soon.

May the LORD our God graciously
guide you and richly bless you as you
wholeheartedly seek to know Him and
His Word. May God help you find and
enjoy His truth, love, peace, joy and
salvation for you in the Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, who is All you
need.

We look forward to the blessed
Worship and fellowship with you at
Brisbane BPC.

In Christ’s truth, grace and love,
Pastor Hien Nguyen

***************

How the RPG Has Blessed a
Brother in Pakistan

firmament; and they that turn many to
righteousness as the stars for ever and
ever.”

Whenever I read the Bible with
the help of RPG, I enjoy a lot and
understand His Word correctly and
receive many blessings. Every time that
verse comes into my mind, that FEBC

Greetings in
the blessed name
of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus
Christ!

It is written in
the Holy Bible,
“And they that
be wise shall
shine as the
brightness of the
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(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime)

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Mar 23 – 29, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Deuteronomy
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

THU 7.30 pm Biblical Covenants
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
Catechism Class (Room 810)

10.30 am Worship (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
2.30 pm Evangelism

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat,
Mar 28, 09. Time: 4pm. Venue: Berean BPC,
48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender
MRT at 3.15pm. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting will
be held this Sat, Mar 28, 09 at 5.30pm. Venue:
Mr and Mrs Edward Wong’s place, 45
Hindhede Walk, #06-04 (Lobby 1), Springdale
Condominium. Tel: 64670645. Message: “Pray in
Faith” by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew. Contact Ng
Choon Seng at 97669005 for details.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Eld J T Joseph
Opening Hymn No. 3
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 91
Hymn No. 347
Announcements
Special Number Children’s Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 324
Offertory Prayer Eld J T Joseph
Scripture Text 1 Peter 1:13-25
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow
Sermon Man’s Glory Is Grass

(Dr S H Tow)
Closing Hymn No. 547
Benediction Dr S H Tow

Dependence upon God
A Sermon by the Rev Tan Kian Sing at True Life

BPC, 15 February 2009

Text

“Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow
we will go into such a city, and continue there a
year, and buy and sell, and get gain: Whereas ye
know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is
your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a
little time, and then vanisheth away. For that ye
ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do
this, or that” (Jas 4:13-15).

Introduction

How do you live your life? Are you living your
life as if God does not exist? We may not be
conscious of it, but oftentimes our daily living does
not show our dependence on God and His holy will
for our lives. May the Word of God challenge us
to examine our lives. Are we living in full
dependence on the will of God or are we

disregarding and disobeying God’s
sovereign will in our lives.

Exposition and Application

In verse 13 of our text, we read
James’s admonition: “Go to now, ye
that say, To day or to morrow we will
go into such a city, and (we will)
continue there a year, and (we will) buy
and sell, and (we will) get gain.” The
Word of God challenges us to check on
the way we live our lives and going
about planning and carrying out our
plans. How often we do show that we
disregard God and His will. Instead of
having dependence upon God, very
often we are self-willed.

Brethren and friends, in the days and
years of our lives, we do get involve in
many activities, we do set many goals,
and we do make many crucial decisions
day after day. But in doing all these
things, do we disregard the God who is
in control and whom we should depend
upon? Do we go about in our lives, in
our planning, in our ambitions, leaving
God out of them all, and as if He does
not exist?

If you do go about your life in these
ways, ignoring the will of God and
being self-willed, then it is very foolish
of you. For the Word of God warns in
verse 14: “Whereas ye know not what
shall be on the morrow. For what is
your life? It is even a vapour, that
appeareth for a little time, and then
vanisheth away.” Yes, life is so
uncertain. None of us knows our future.
Our future is in the hands of the
Almighty God. And so God warns us

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: $7,655;
Fellowships’ Collections: YPF $211.55
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $200; Rev
Jeffrey Khoo $100; BCEA Tanzania $110; New
Life Orphanage (Yangon) $250; Sim Swee Ho
$100; FEBC Bookroom $60; FEBC $1,000, $200,
$200
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$10,286.55
Church Building Fund $1,000, $200, $150, $100,
$100, $50 Total: S$872,021.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $257.00

Verse for the Week: The words of a man’s mouth
are as deep waters, and the wellspring of wisdom as
a flowing brook. Prov 18:4

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Ephesians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Infant Baptism on Easter Sunrise Service, Apr 12,
09. Please register with Miss Wendy Teng (Tel:
62541287/94754067).
An Easter Cantata on “No Greater Love” will
be held on Apr 4, 09 (Sat) at Calvary Pandan
BPC, 7.30pm. Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy.
Invitation flyers are available at the book table.

Vacation Bible Adventure 2009 (June 3-5). Serve
in the VBA! Application forms available at the VBA
Booth. Contact Benedict at 83225775 for details.

Church Camp 2009 (June 8–12) at Resort Lautan
Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in Christ.”
Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Please register
early. Availability of rooms will be on a first-come-
first-served basis. Closing Date: May 3, 09. Contact
Dn Leong Kwok Whye at 96250162 for details.

always want to say, “If the Lord wills” in
all things that he does with a believing
heart. It is a constant attitude of his heart
because he submits to God’s will to take
control over his life. Are you such a child
of God, conscious of doing what the
Father’s will is for your life?

Conclusion

Dear friends, what is your attitude
towards God’s will and how have you
been dependent upon Him? Do you live
your life with a total disregard of God’s
will as you make your daily or annual
plans and decisions? Yes, we need to
make plans and make decisions. A
responsible person does these things in his

life. But as we do so, could we be ignoring
full dependence upon God in leading our
life? Do we seek to know God’s will and to
obey Him?

Let us have a submissive obedience and
dependence upon God. As true believers, we
ought to obey God’s will and to be in total
dependence upon Him. Let us not say, “To
day or to morrow we will go into such a city,
and continue there a year, and buy and sell,
and get gain” (v13). But we ought to say,
“If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this,
or that” (v 15).

May God help us to truly show full
dependence upon Him as we live, even
every moment of every day.



not to boast of tomorrow; for you do not know
what kind of day it will be (Prov 27:1). For
you do not even know if today will be your
last day here on earth. Are we not reminded
concerning the brevity and uncertainty of life
through the tragic news of some deaths that
occurred suddenly and unexpectantly?

In year 2007, a famous politician, Ms
Benazir Bhutto – one moment she was
speaking at an election rally, the next moment
she was shot dead. Some years ago, a rich man
who owned hotels had planned a dinner party.
But he suffered a heart attack on the day of the
party. His party turned into a funeral service.
More recently, a young boy from Raffles
Institution, who topped the PSLE in his school,
when playing rested for a drink, but he
collapsed suddenly and could not be revived.

Yes, we cannot even see ahead even for
one day. Can anyone here confidently say at
the beginning of each day and be certain if you
will still be alive by the end of each day? Yet
how often we make plans for a whole year
ahead, and without any regard for the will of
God in our lives. Do we not always say, “In
three months time, or by next year, or two
years from now, we will be living here or
there, we will plan to do this or that, we will do
our own business this way or that way, and
we will benefit from whatever that we are
planning to do?”

Are you self-willed? Are you depending
and trusting and relying on God to see you
through each moment of every day of your
life? Do not leave God out of your life. Do not
leave God out of your plans. Do not leave God
out of your preparations. Let us not forget that
it is in him we live, and move, and have our
being (Acts 17:28).

Dear friends, if you are running your life
your way, and not considering that your life is
indeed in God’s hands, and that it is He who
can take away our life from us, anytime, then
stop and think, before you go any further. Do
not be like a farmer whom Jesus talked about
in the Bible in Luke 12:16-21 “And he spake a
parable unto them, saying, The ground of a

certain rich man brought forth plentifully:
And he thought within himself, saying, What
shall I do, because I have no room where to
bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do:
I will pull down my barns, and build greater;
and there will I bestow all my fruits and my
goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou
hast much goods laid up for many years; take
thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. [6 times
“I will do this or do that.”] But God said
unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall
be required of thee: then whose shall those
things be, which thou hast provided? So is he
that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not
rich toward God.”

This farmer had a bumper crop, his barns
were too small, so he decided to build bigger
barns and have greater security for the future.
All he wanted to do was just to take it easy,
to eat, drink, and be merry in life. He did not
care at all about God, the eternal destination
of his soul; he could not be bothered to know
God and do His will.

What was God’s response to his boasting
of having plenty for many more years on
earth? God called him a fool, and his life was
to be taken from him that very night. Do you
see the uncertainty of life and the foolishness
of one who boasts of tomorrow without any
hope of eternity in Christ alone?

Well, life is uncertain to us, but it is not
uncertain to God. And so if you are living
your life in full dependence upon God and
His will for your life, then you can be
confident of tomorrow, for we know that He
is leading us day by day to an eternal future
in Christ. We so often talk about doing this
thing today, and planning for that thing in
the future, but are we certain of our eternal
future? Yes, we must be concern with things
that are of eternal hope. Our days here on
earth are very limited. God says, “For what
is your life? It is even a vapour, that
appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth
away.” How long does the steam that we see
rising from a boiling kettle lasts? Well, this is
how long our life is, in God’s perspective.

We measure our lives by years, but in the eyes
of the eternal God, our life is just like a vapour.

Moses in his prayer to his Mighty Maker in
Psalm 90:4 said, “For a thousand years in thy
sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and
as a watch in the night.” No wonder he
exclaimed, “So teach us to number our days,
that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.”
So if our life is so brief here on earth, we
cannot afford to waste our lives. It is God’s
will that we should spend our temporal lives
here on earth in preparation for eternity. This is
a wise thing to do.

Are you prepared for eternity? Do you
know if you have the hope of eternal life? How
to have eternal life in Christ? Jesus said,
“whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.” Do you believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ? Believe in your heart and
confess that Jesus is the Son of God who came
to save you from your sins, and you have the
promise of eternal life. It is a gift for your
believing in the Lord Jesus Christ. Yes,
friends, if you have not believed in the Lord
Jesus Christ and have not yet receive this gift,
do so now. This is the gift and will of God for
you in this life and the eternal life to come. Do
not disregard it. Do not be like the fool who
was trying to prepare for his future but was not
prepared to face his Creator in eternity.

Now looking at verse 13 again, we note
that one who disregards God and His will is
one who is self-willed. Note how many “we
will” is used here in this verse. Four times: “we
will go, we will continue (ie to continue
doing), we will buy and sell, and we will get
gain.”

Remember that this is actually the way
Lucifer spoke against His Creator, and for that
God cast him out of heaven. All because of the
sin of pride and disobedience! Isaiah 14:12-14
says, “How art thou fallen from heaven, O
Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut
down to the ground, which didst weaken the
nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I
will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne
above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the

mount of the congregation, in the sides of
the north: I will ascend above the heights of
the clouds; I will be like the most High.”
Five times he said, “I will do this and do
that.”

And so if you are self-willed, you have
the characteristic of the Devil. You are
proud and you disobey God’s will. You are
not depending your life upon God. You are
relying on yourself instead. You want to run
your own life the way you like it. You want
to be god of your life. And so for you who
are a child of God, if you say you are
depending upon God, then better check your
soul before the Almighty God again. Is it
really God’s will that you are doing, or are
you in actual fact doing your own will?

Do you go about planning and making
decisions in your life by your own will
without any regard for the sovereignty of the
Almighty? Do you say and insist on “I will
do this or do that?” Or do you say, “Not my
will, but God’s will be done” or “Lord
willing, I will do this or do that?” That is,
always conscious of God’s leading and
control over all that you do.

For example, in deciding your career or
mid-life career switch, in choosing a school
or course of study, a place to stay, even your
life partner – how do you go about making
your plans and decisions? James says in
verse 15, that in all things that we do in our
lives “ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we
shall live, and do this, or that.” Are we in
the habit of saying, “If the Lord will,” or
“God-willing?” Yes, we need to plan and
make decisions in many things in life. It
is not wise to live life or to do things
haphazardly. The question is, do we pray
and commit our ways unto the Lord? Do we
seek the Lord’s will in all things that we do?
Do we submit our plans to Him bearing in
mind that “the preparations of the heart is
in man, and the answer of the tongue, is
from the LORD” (Prov 16:1)?

A true believer who trusts in the
sovereignty of the Almighty God will
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TRUE                 BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am 

 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 
(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Mar 30 – Apr 5, 2009) 

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Deuteronomy 
  (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship 
THU 7.30 pm Biblical Covenants 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Family Worship 
SAT 7.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
  Catechism Class (Room 810) 
 10.30 am  Worship (Rev Dennis Kwok) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503) 
Ladies Fellowship Meeting this Wed, Apr 1 at 
RELC, Level 6, Newton Room (Room 601), 
7.45pm. Message: “He That Overcometh — Loss 
of First Love” by Pr Dennis Kabingue. All are 
welcome. Contact Judith at 96729973 for details.  
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting this Fri, 
Apr 3, at 8pm in the home of Dr and Mrs Chan 
Kay Heem. Address: 31 Jln Kemboja, Sennett 
Estate. Tel: 62822341.  
An Easter Cantata on “No Greater Love” will 
be held this Sat, Apr 4, at Calvary Pandan BPC, 
7.30pm. Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. 
Invitation flyers are available at the book table. 
Young People’s Fellowship will attend the 
Easter Cantata at Calvary Pandan. Contact 
Herbert at 94377715 for details. 
Door-to-door HDB flats evangelism session this 
afternoon at Bukit Panjang. Meet at Blk 170 
Gangsa Road at 2.30pm. For details, contact Dn 
Charles Kan at 98310468. 
True Life’s new fellowship song book “Rejoice 
the Lord is King!” is out! Get a personal copy at 
the book table today at a special price of $5. 
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength. 
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No. 2 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 37 
Hymn No. 150  
Announcements 
Special Number Youth Choir 
Offering & Hymn No. 70  
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Scripture Text              Rom 9:14-24 
Sermon                        Is God Unfair? 
 (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
Closing Hymn No. 20 
Benediction  Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Brisbane Bible-Presbyterian Church’s 2nd 

Anniversary Thanksgiving 
A Report by Rev Hien Nguyen, Pastor of 

Brisbane BPC 
We thank God and praise the Lord for His 

grace and blessings upon our Bible Seminar and 
Second Thanksgiving Anniversary (14-15 March 
2009). We thank God for the blessed and fruitful 
ministry of Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo, Jemima, Judith 
and Deborah in our midst. 

Bible Seminar on 2nd Coming of Christ  
(14 March) 

The Bible Seminar was conducted by Dr 
Jeffrey Khoo at Pastor Hien’s home. As Pastor 
Hien has never preached the Second Coming of 
Christ exhaustively, it is very good for the brethren 
and friends here to hear the message on this topic 
by Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Thank God for providing 
Jemima to play the organ for us. Thank God also 
for the special items beautifully presented by Judith 
and Deborah: “What If It Were Today” and “This 
World Is Not Our Home,” and “Let Others See 
Christ in You.”  

In the first Session, Dr Khoo spoke
on the signs of Christ’s return based on
Matthew chapter 24: false Christs, false
prophets, false teachers, false doctrines,
counterfeit sign-gifts (speaking in
tongues, dreams, visions, prophesying,
faith healing, lying signs and wonders,
etc.) as well as the signs of wars,
famine, earthquakes, pestilences,
decline in morality, the spread of the
Gospel, and especially the miraculous
sign of the nation Israel and its
Declaration of Independence on the 14th

of May 1948 after 1878 years since they
were dispersed to the four corners of the
world in 70 AD due to their crucifixion
of their Messiah. Thus, the prophecies
in the Old Testament and the New
Testament have been fulfilled in Christ
and the nation Israel. They are being
fulfilled and will surely be fulfilled.  

In Session two, Dr Jeffrey Khoo
expounded on the rise and fall of the
world empires as prophesied in Daniel
chapter 2: the Babylonians (the head of
fine gold), the Medo-Persians (the chest
and arms of silver), the Grecians (the
thighs of brass) and the Romans (the
legs of iron). The present era is heading
towards a revived Roman empire which
is united and yet divided (the feet part of
iron and part of clay). 

When our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ comes again (a stone cut without
hands), He will smite the image at its
feet and smash it to pieces. Christ will
then establish His millennial kingdom
of peace on earth (the stone became a
great mountain, and filled the whole
earth). Dr Khoo also spoke on (1) the

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: $10,177.55; 
Fellowships’ Collections: AF $275; YPF $41.70 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Jeffrey 
Khoo $50; Rev Prabhudas Koshy $150; Rev Hien 
(Brisbane) $150; Biak Lawm Thang & his ministry 
(Myanmar) $300; BCEA Tanzania $100; Bible 
Witness Ministry $300; Barnabas & family $50; 
FEBC Bookroom $63; FEBC $1,150, $50     
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
$13,057.25 
Church Building Fund $200, $100, $50 Total: 
S$872,371.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $276.00 
 

Verse for the Week: It is not good to accept the 
person of the wicked, to overthrow the righteous in 
judgment. Prov 18:5 
 

Adults’ Sunday School Class on 2 Kings by Eld 
Joseph will commence next Lord’s Day, 9.15am – 
10.15am. All are welcome. 
Infant Baptism on Easter Sunrise Service, Apr 12. 
Please register with Miss Wendy Teng (Tel: 
62541287/94754067). 
Easter Sunrise Service, Apr 12, will be at the 
Labrador Park, 7am. Bus leaves Newton Food 
Centre Carpark at 6.30am sharp. To take the bus, 
sign up at the Notice Board outside the Auditorium. 
For those driving, please park at Carpark B. Bring 
along your own sitting mats/chairs. For enquiries, 
please contact Dn Tan Beng Lee at 98719796.  
Vacation Bible Adventure 2009 (June 3-5). Serve 
in the VBA! Application forms available at the VBA 
Booth. Contact Benedict at 83225775 for details. 
Church Camp 2009 (June 8–12) at Resort Lautan 
Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in Christ.” 
Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Register at the 
reception table. Closing Date: May 3, 09. Contact 
Dn Leong Kwok Whye at 96250162 for details. 
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tribulation week (7 years) in Daniel chapter 9
with the first 3½ years of false peace, but
antichrist will break the peace treaty at the end
of the 3½ years and set himself up as God to be
worshipped in the temple; (2) the appearing
of the two witnesses (Moses and Elijah) in
Revelation chapter 11, and their powerful
ministry on earth, their death and resurrection
before the eyes of all the inhabitants of the
world through live telecast; (3) the worship of
the beast (the Antichrist), and the mark of the
beast which is 666 (a man’s number) on the
right hand or the forehead of those who want
to buy or sell as recorded in Revelation chapter
13; (4) the Rapture of Christ’s Church prior to
the coming Judgement and Wrath of God on
the earth (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 5:9; Rev
6:16-17; 14:10, 19; 15:1; 16:1); (5) Satan who
will be chained up during the millennial
kingdom of peace on earth under the reign of
the Prince of peace—the Lord Jesus Christ
Himself (Rev 20:1-6); and (6) Satan who will
be released at the end of the millennium, and
God’s final judgement of Satan and those who
follow him when they are thrown into the lake
of fire (Rev 20:7-15); and (7) the creation of a
new heaven and a new earth, and the new
Jerusalem (Rev 21). Dr Khoo also encouraged
the brethren and friends to prepare themselves
to meet the Lord, making sure that they are
born again and put on the white robe of
Christ’s righteousness. In the Q & A session,
Dr Khoo answered questions from Zac,
Simeon and Stefan.  

At the end of the seminar, the book—
Coming World Events Unveiled—written by
Rev Dr Timothy Tow was distributed to
brethren and friends. After that we had dinner
fellowship prepared by Anne, Linda, Michael
Low, Joanna and Trang; grass jelly and fruits
prepared by Joan, soft-drinks from Robert and
Karen Goh, and home-made ice-cream by
Michael Benjamin.  

We really thank God for the seminar. One
of the students said to me, “I have learned a
lot.” Praise the Lord! Thank God for bringing
Dr Jeffrey Khoo, Jemima, Judith, Deborah into
our midst. We also welcomed Dr Florence Tan
from Singapore Bible College, Bro Stefan

Lehmann (a German PhD student at UQ), Bro
Michael Low (from Melbourne), together with
our brethren and friends in Brisbane: Aunt
Dzung, Aunt Hien, Bro Robert and Karen Goh,
Bro Tim Low’s family with Sis Anne and Zac;
Bro Eric Too’s family with Sis Linda, Hannah
and Emma; Bro Jason Wong’s family with Sis
Joan, Samuel, Simeon and Silas; Michael
Benjamin; Jerry, and the students: Joanna
Fong, Benjamin Wu, Jason Lim, Eva, Pei
Chuan, Ziling Zhuang, Becky; and Pastor
Hien’s family with Sis Trang, Hanh and
Timothy.  

Sunday Worship and 2nd Anniversary 
Thanksgiving Service (15 March) 

We had our Prayer Meeting from 2 to 2.30
pm. Then we had 30 minutes of fellowship
before our Worship Service started at 3 pm.
Thank God for providing Linda to play the
piano for the worship, and for the special items
by Deborah who sang beautifully “The Holy
City,” “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” and “May
the Lord Find Us Faithful,” accompanied by
Jemima (piano) and Judith (guitar). Thank God
also for the baptism of Ziling Zhuang, a
Chinese student at UQ. 

Thank God for the fruitful preaching of Dr
Jeffrey Khoo on “Be Ye Separate!” (2 Cor
6:14-7:1). Many of our brethren and friends
were reminded of the vital doctrine of Biblical
Separation and were alerted, warned, and
blessed by the message. Biblical Separation is
not merely a denominational distinctive but an
ecclesiastical command for every Church and
Christian to keep. This is because the Old and
New Testaments are replete with teachings on
separation. God is holy, and He commands His
people to be holy by separating themselves
from sins, unbelief, idolatry, worldliness,
wrong doctrines, apostasy and compromise so
that He might be with them and accept them as
His children. Biblical Separation is a doctrine
of church purification and preservation and is
to be held and practised by every Christian.
Biblical Separation is not an option, but a
command of God. Thus, failing to obey this
command will result in the Church and the
Christian being contaminated with worldliness
and wrong doctrines, and even destroyed.

While all the fundamental doctrines of
Christian Faith are vital like red blood cells in
our body, the doctrine of Biblical Separation
is like white blood cells which keep the
church body healthy, pure and immune from
the attacks of Satan, worldly temptations,
and wrong doctrines. The book—Biblical
Separation—written by Dr Jeffrey Khoo was
given to our brethren and friends who attended
the Service. Thank God for His goodness and
blessings. 

After the Service, we had some group
photos taken and then had dinner fellowship at
Buffet Garden in Sunnybank. 

Thank God for bringing many brethren and
friends to our Worship Service: Our guests
from Singapore are Dr Jeffrey Khoo, Jemima,
Judith, Deborah. We also welcomed Aunt
Dzung, Aunt Hien, Aunt Vinh (Trang’s
mother), Bro Brian and Sis Kathy Bay (from
Sydney), Bro Michael Low (from Melbourne),
Bro Robert and Karen Goh; Mr and Mrs
Nghiep, Bro Philip Phan and his son David,
Bro Thanh (our mechanic friend) and Bro
Hung, Bro Samuel and his wife Monica and
their three daughters, with our brethren in
Brisbane: Bro Tim Low’s family with Sis
Anne and Zac; Bro Eric Too’s family with Sis
Linda, Hannah and Emma; Bro Jason Wong’s
family with Sis Joan, Samuel, Simeon and
Silas; Michael Benjamin; and the students:
Joanna Fong, Benjamin Wu, Jason Lim, Eva,
Pei Chuan, Ziling Zhuang, Becky and Sherry;
and Pastor Hien’s family with Sis Trang, Hanh
and Timothy.  

We are so much encouraged and thankful
for the greetings, prayers, love gifts, and kind
support from our mother church, True Life
BPC, and like-minded churches from near and
far: From (1) True Life B-P Church A$1,300
to Brisbane BPC and A$200 for her 2nd

Anniversary; (2) Dr S H Tow, A$200 for
Brisbane BPC’s 2nd Anniversary; and (3)
Faith Presbyterian Church–Perth, A$200 for
Brisbane BPC’s 2nd Anniversary. 

The offerings at the Sunday worship
service amounted to A$1,081.20. We greatly
thank God and praise the Lord for His grace
and blessings upon us and thank Rev Dr

Timothy Tow and the Session of True
Life BPC very much for their prayers,
encouragement and kind support.  

We do remember Rev Dr Timothy Tow and
FEBC in our prayers. May God strengthen Rev
Tow, sustain and bless him and his ministry,
and mightily preserve FEBC for His Truth until
our Lord Jesus Christ comes back again.  

More about Brisbane BPC  
(Continuation from 15 March 2009 Weekly) 

Since 25 May 2007, the Lord has opened a
door for Pastor Hien to write Christian articles
in Vietnamese which are published in the
Vietnamese SS Weekly Newspaper. 

Thank God for bringing Joanna Fong and
Benjamin Wu (students from Singapore) to our
midst in July 2007 and for blessing Dr SH Tow
and his ministry in our midst with the Bible
Seminar on Noah’s Flood (15 Sep 07) with the
presence of Rev Paul Seiler and his wife Carol,
and Robert Goh, Jade, Michael Low, and
Stephanie Ho and our brethren here. On
Sunday (16 Sep 07) Dr Tow preached the
message on “Ready for His Return” and then
his talk on “Japanese War Years.” We were
glad that Aunt Dzung could join our worship
with our brethren and friends that day. 

We thank God for blessing Brisbane BPC’s
1st Anniversary in March 2008. Our guest
speaker was Eld Dr Boaz Boon who spoke on
“Enlarge the Place of Thy Tent” (Isa 54:1-5). 

Thank God for blessing Brisbane BPC’s 1st

Easter Camp in Hervey Bay in April 2008.
Thank God for the hospitality of Bro Michael
Low and his boss Mr Michael Chew over there.
Eric Too was the camp master and Pastor Hien
was the speaker. The theme was “Our Bible-
Presbyterian Faith.” 

Thank God for bringing Michael Benjamin
into our midst in June 2008 and Bro Jason
Wong’s family (Bro Jason, Sis Joan, Simeon
and Silas and later their eldest son, Samuel)
and Ziling and Sherry (students from China)
into our midst in October 2008. Thank God
for bringing Eva and Pei (students from
Singapore) into our midst recently. 

How thankful we are to the LORD. All is
by God’s grace and mercy alone. Amen. 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Apr 6 – 12, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Deuteronomy
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
THU 7.30 pm No FEBC Night Class
FRI 8.00 pm Good Friday Service

(Lord’s Supper)
SAT 3.30 pm No YPF Meeting
SUN 7.00 am Easter Sunrise Service at

Labrador Park
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

10.30 am Korean Service (Room 502)

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2
Kings under Eld Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am. All
are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.
Infant Baptism on Easter Sunrise Service, Apr
12. Please register with Miss Wendy Teng (Tel:
62541287/94754067).
Easter Sunrise Service, Apr 12, will be at the
Labrador Park, 7am. Bus leaves Newton Food
Centre Carpark at 6.30am sharp. To take the
bus, sign up at the Notice Board outside the
Auditorium. For those driving, please park at
Carpark B. Bring along your own sitting
mats/chairs. For enquiries, please contact Dn Tan
Beng Lee at 98719796.
Vacation Bible Adventure 2009 (June 3-5).
Serve in the VBA! Application forms available at
the VBA Booth. Contact Benedict at 83225775
for details.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan
Opening Hymn No. 198
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Matt 21:1-17
Hymn No. 562
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 390
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan
Scripture Text 1 Cor 13:5; Rom 12:19-21
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dennis Kwok
Sermon Love Is Not Easily

Provoked
(Rev Dennis Kwok)

Closing Hymn No. 366
Benediction Rev Dennis Kwok

The Unpardonable Sin
(A sermon preached by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at

True Life BPC on 8 February 2009)

Introduction
The God of the Bible is a very forgiving God.

He is ever ready to forgive us of our sins when
we confess them to Him. 1 John 1:9 says, “If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” Psalm 86:5 says, “For thou,
Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous
in mercy unto all them that call upon thee.” 1 Peter
3:9 says, “The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.”

There is no doubt we have a very loving, very
merciful and very forgiving God. He is very patient
with sinners, the term used in the Bible is
“longsuffering.” Despite the sinner’s constant

transgression of His Law, rejection of
His Gospel, rebellion against His nature,
and persecution of His people, He waits
and He waits, waiting for sinners to
repent of their ways and believe on His
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who alone
can save them from their sins. But will
God wait forever? Is there an end to
His patience? Is there a sin that is
unpardonable? Know that God will not
wait forever, without end. There is an
end to His patience, and there is a sin of
no return, the unpardonable sin, when
there is no more hope for the sinner.

Exposition
Jesus warned about the

unpardonable sin in Matthew 12:31-32
and Mark 3:28-29, “Wherefore I say
unto you, All manner of sin and
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto
the sons of men, and blasphemies
wherewith soever they shall blaspheme:
but the blasphemy against the Holy
Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men.
And whosoever speaketh a word against
the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him:
but whosoever speaketh against the
Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him,
neither in this world, neither in the
world to come, but is in danger of
eternal damnation.”

The sin of blasphemy against the
Spirit is unpardonable. How is this sin
against the Spirit committed, and who
are the ones who commit this sin? We
must look at the context in which Jesus
spoke about the unpardonable sin. To
whom was Jesus speaking, and what
was the nature of the sin of these people
to whom Jesus spoke?

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$10,105;
RM60; Fellowships’ Collections: FBF $194
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Jeffrey
Khoo $100; Rev Tan Kian Sing $700; Eld Tan Nee
Keng $200; Mrs Peter Clements $1,000, $300;
Kuching Ministry $300; Easter Breakfast $100;
Fransiska (FEBC) $50; Barnabas & family $50;
Sim Swee Ho $500; Wendy Teng $100, $50; FEBC
Scholarship $400; FEBC $1,000, $300, $150, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$15,899; RM60
Church Building Fund $800, $670, $600, $200,
$200, $50 Total: S$874,891.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $316.00

Verse for the Week: A fool’s lips enter into
contention, and his mouth calleth for strokes. Prov
18:6

Only Mon night, no Thu night class at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Church Camp 2009 (June 8–12) at Resort Lautan
Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in Christ.”
Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Please register
early. Availability of rooms will be on a first-come-
first-served basis. Closing Date: May 3, 09. Contact
Dn Leong Kwok Whye at 96250162 for details.
Thank God Mrs Helen Eio is back home after a 2nd

successful spine surgery. She thanks all True Lifers
who visited her at the hospital and uplifted her spirit
through prayers and gifts. She apologises for not
being able to thank those brethren in person. Let us
continue to remember her in prayer.
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In Mark Jesus was speaking to the scribes
(Mark 3:22), and in Matthew the Pharisees
(Matt 12:24). Both the scribes and Pharisees—
equivalent to our modern-day theologians
and pastors respectively—accused Jesus of
performing His miracles, specifically casting
out demons, by the power of the devil. Jesus
showed how false and malicious their
accusation was by appealing to logic: “How
can Satan cast out Satan? And if a kingdom be
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot
stand. And if a house be divided against itself,
that house cannot stand. And if Satan rise up
against himself, and be divided, he cannot
stand, but hath an end” (Mark 3:23-26). It is
therefore impossible for Jesus to be Satan
himself, for it is stupid for Satan to fight
against himself and cast out his own agents.
The only logical conclusion has to be this:
Jesus is able to overcome the power of Satan
and cast out demons because He is God
Himself and therefore stronger than Satan and
his demons (Mark 3:28).

Jesus from the beginning of His public
ministry had preached the good news of
salvation, done good, and performed many
miracles which in no uncertain terms proved
His deity and Messiahship (John 10:37-38).
Look at all the evidences:

(1) The witness of John the Baptiser who
pointed to Christ, “There cometh one
mightier than I after me, the latchet of
whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop
down and unloose. I indeed have baptized
you with water: but he shall baptize you
with the Holy Ghost” (Mark 1:7-8);

(2) The testimony of God the Father in heaven
and the Spirit coming down from heaven
to earth resting upon Jesus at the time of
His baptism, “And straightway coming up
out of the water, he saw the heavens
opened, and the Spirit like a dove
descending upon him: And there came a
voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”
(Mark 1:10-11);

(3) Jesus’ doctrine was perfect and He taught
with absolute authority and not like the

scribes (Mark 1:21-22);

(4) Jesus cast out demons with great power.
The demons themselves confessed that
Jesus was the Holy One of God, “And
they were all amazed, insomuch that they
questioned among themselves, saying,
What thing is this? what new doctrine is
this? for with authority commandeth he
even the unclean spirits, and they do obey
him” (Mark 1:23-27, 2:11);

(5) Jesus preached the good news of salvation
in Himself as promised in the Old
Testament (Mark 1:38-39 cf. Matt 11:1-
5);

(6) Jesus healed the people of their diseases
proving that He as God is not only able to
heal their body but also forgive sins and
save their souls (Mark 1:34, 2:9-12);

(7) Jesus kept the Law perfectly and was the
Author and Interpreter of the Law Himself
(Mark 2:27-28).

Yet, with all these clear evidences that
Jesus was the Son of God Himself, their
promised Messiah, the Jewish religious leaders
hardened their hearts, and stubbornly chose
not to believe but to destroy Him, “And the
Pharisees went forth, and straightway took
counsel with the Herodians against him, how
they might destroy him” (Mark 3:6).

When they could find no fault in Jesus’
message, or His works, they attacked His
person, accusing Him of doing all His miracles
by the power of the devil when it was clearly
the work of the Spirit. This sin is unforgivable
because the only avenue of forgiveness
through the convicting work of the Spirit has
been rejected. The greatest sin that anyone can
commit that leads to eternal damnation is the
sin of rejecting Jesus Christ as Saviour and
Lord (John 3:18). The constant, persistent,
stubborn, wilful, decisive rejection of the
gospel is tantamount to the unpardonable sin
of blasphemy against the Spirit.

What happens when a person commits
the unpardonable sin of blasphemy against the
Spirit? The consequences are as follows:

(1) God abandons the man totally to his own

destruction. Hebrews 10:26-31 says, “For
if we sin wilfully after that we have
received the knowledge of the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a
certain fearful looking for of judgment and
fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries. He that despised Moses’ law
died without mercy under two or three
witnesses: Of how much sorer punishment,
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy,
who hath trodden under foot the Son of
God, and hath counted the blood of the
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an
unholy thing, and hath done despite unto
the Spirit of grace? For we know him that
hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me,
I will recompense, saith the Lord. And
again, The Lord shall judge his people. It
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
the living God” (see also Jer 7:13-16,
Rom 1:16-32).

(2) God judicially hardens or blinds the
person to the truth. John 12:37-40 says,
“But though he had done so many
miracles before them, yet they believed not
on him: That the saying of Esaias the
prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake,
Lord, who hath believed our report?
and to whom hath the arm of the Lord
been revealed? Therefore they could not
believe, because that Esaias said again,
He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened
their heart; that they should not see
with their eyes, nor understand with their
heart, and be converted, and I should heal
them” (see also Matt 13:15).

(3) The sinner finds it impossible to repent.
Hebrews 6:4-6 says, “For it is impossible
for those who were once enlightened, and
have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were
made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And
have tasted the good word of God, and
the powers of the world to come, If they
shall fall away, to renew them again
unto repentance; seeing they crucify to
themselves the Son of God afresh, and
put him to an open shame” (e.g. Judas
Iscariot, Matt 27:3-5 cf 2 Cor 7:10).

Application

When you are convicted of your sins, do
not harden your heart but quickly confess and
repent of your sins. When you are convinced
of the truth, do not reject but receive it with
fulness of faith and declare it and defend it.

Heed this warning: Never ever call white
black, and black white, do not call good bad
and bad good, do not call truth heresy and
heresy truth, do not call Christ the devil and
the devil Christ. It is extremely dangerous to
turn the truth of God into a lie for that will
incur the wrath of God and the judgement of
the sin which is unpardonable: “Wherefore
God also gave them up to uncleanness,
through the lusts of their own hearts … Who
changed the truth of God into a lie” (Rom
1:24-25).

Can a Christian commit the unpardonable
sin? The answer is no. John Calvin—father of
the Reformed Faith—said, “he who has been
truly regenerated by the Spirit cannot possibly
fall into so horrid a crime.” It is impossible for
a Christian, truly born again and indwelt by the
Holy Spirit, to commit the unpardonable sin of
blasphemy against the Spirit because the Spirit
cannot speak or act against Himself. This
horrid crime is committed only by unbelievers,
false believers, and wolves in sheep’s
clothing—false Christs and false prophets—
whom the Lord will denounce on the day of
judgement, “I never know you: depart from
me, ye that work iniquity” (Matt 7:23).

Let us check our spiritual life today to
make sure we are truly born again, truly a child
of God. The book of Hebrews enjoins us,
“Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of
you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from
the living God. But exhort one another daily,
while it is called To day; lest any of you be
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For
we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the
beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the
end; While it is said, To day if ye will hear
his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the
provocation” (Heb 3:12-15). Therefore, be not
resentful but repentant before it is too late!
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TRUE                 BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE AT RELC AUDITORIUM 
30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 
Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 

(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

                        8pm 
Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No. 560                
Invocation-Gloria Patri 
Responsive Reading John 1:1-37          
Hymn No. 278 
Announcements 
Special Number Church & Youth Choir 
Offering & Hymn No. 281 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Scripture Text John 1:29, 36 
Sermon        God’s Lamb Our Saviour 
 (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
Closing Hymn  No. 265 (Lord’s Supper) 
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

Glory of the Cross 
J O Buswell 

The word “glory” of course means 
magnificence, splendour, or that which is 
admired. In John’s gospel, there are passages 
in which the word clearly points to the cross 
showing that it is in the cross that the glory of 
God is supremely revealed. 

One such passage is found in John 12. Jesus 
is teaching; the crowds are there. Philip and 
Andrew had just brought the Greek visitors and 
presented them to Jesus. “And Jesus answered 
them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of 
man should be glorified. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit” (vv 23-24). 

No Cross, No Crown 
After a few words in regard to the sacrificial 

nature of discipleship: “He that
loveth his life shall lose it; and he
that hateth his life in this world
shall keep it unto life eternal.
If any man serve me, let him
follow me; and where I am, there
shall also my servant be: if any
man serve me, him will my
Father honour” (vv 25-26). Jesus
continues, “Now is my soul
troubled; and what shall I say?
Father, save me from this hour:
but for this cause came I unto this
hour. Father, glorify thy name.
Then came there a voice from
heaven, saying, I have both
glorified it, and will glorify it
again” (vv 27-28). 

In the light of what Jesus had
already said in verse 23, “The
hour is come, that the Son of man
should be glorified,” it is quite
clear that Jesus was alluding to
His crucifixion. That John uses
the word “glory” here to refer to
the cross, throws light upon verse
16 of the same chapter. “These
things [the fulfilment of the
prophecy of Jesus’ triumphal
entry] understood not his
disciples at the first: but when
Jesus was glorified [i.e., His
crucifixion and subsequent
resurrection], then remembered
they that these things were
written of him, and that they

Golgotha, or Calvary, “the place of a skull” (Luke 23:33) 

to His disciples, said, “I am glorified
in them” (John 17:10). “And the glory
which thou gavest me I have given
them; that they may be one, even as we
are one” (John 17:22). If the supreme
glory of the earthly life of Christ was
His earthly sufferings and ultimate
death on the cross, then it follows that
Christians must likewise live the
crucified life since the same glory has
been passed on to them by the Lord.  

The Lord’s words to Peter in John
21:18-19, “signifying by what death
he should glorify God,” speak clearly
about this principle of the crucified
life. If our lives exemplify

unselfishness and self-sacrifice, or in
other words, if we live the crucified life,
it will not be so difficult for men to
believe that we really have a crucified
and risen Saviour.  

The way of the cross is the way of
life. That was why Jesus said, “If any
man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and
follow me. For whosoever will save his
life shall lose it: and whosoever will
lose his life for my sake shall find it”
(Matt 16:24-25). The world thinks of
the cross as Christ’s shame and defeat,
but in reality it is His glory and victory,
and ours too if we belong to Him. 

 
 

 

Easter Sunrise Service, April 12, 09 will be at the Labrador Park, 7am. Bus leaves 
Newton Food Centre Carpark at 6.30am sharp. For those driving, please park at 
Carpark B. Bring along your own sitting mats/chairs. For enquiries, please contact 
Dn Tan Beng Lee at 98719796. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

had done these things unto him” (John
12:16).  

It was not until after the cross that the
disciples recognised the full significance
of the prophecy which was fulfilled in
His triumphal entry into the city. No
cross, no crown. 

Cross and Throne 

The use of the word, “glory,” in John
12 sheds light on the saying, “Jesus
was not yet glorified,” in John 7:39. The
“streams of living water” flowing from
the hearts of believers, that is, the
missionary programme for this age, was
not to begin until after the cross.  

The reference to “glory” in John
12:41ff does not only refer to the cross,
but also the throne. In the preceding
verses, John quotes Isaiah 53:1, “Lord,
who hath believed our report? and to
whom hath the arm of the Lord been
revealed?” In explaining the strange fact
of unbelief John further quotes, “He
hath blinded their eyes, and hardened
their heart; that they should not see with
their eyes, nor understand with their
heart, and be converted, and I should
heal them” (Isa 6:9 as quoted in John
12:40). It is immediately after these sad
words that John remarks, “These things
said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and
spake of him” (John 12:41). Seeing “His
glory” doubtless refers to Isaiah 6:1, “I
saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne,
high and lifted up.” Isaiah’s vision was a
preview of the supreme glory which was
to be manifested in the cross.  

John continues, “Nevertheless among
the chief rulers also many believed on
him; but because of the Pharisees they
did not confess him, lest they should be
put out of the synagogue: for they loved

the praise of men more than the praise of
God” (vv 42-43). For the rulers who, in
a way, believed in Jesus but would not
confess Him, because they preferred the
glory of men to the glory of God, for
them to confess the Lord Jesus would
have meant persecution and suffering,
the glory of the cross, which is indeed
the glory of God. 

Ashamed of the Cross? 
It is disgraceful for a Christian to be

ashamed of Christ and His Gospel. No
believer should hide his faith. He must
declare it openly, and be prepared to
suffer for it. If Christ was not ashamed to
be humiliated openly in order to save us
from our sins, how can we be ashamed
of confessing His Name and preaching
His Gospel to others? Calvin said, “In
the cross of Christ, as in a magnificent
theatre, the inestimable goodness of God
is displayed before the whole world.” 

In John 13 the crucifixion is referred
to as the glorification of Christ. Judas
had just taken the morsel of food and
gone out, when Jesus said, “Now is the
Son of man glorified, and God is
glorified in him. If God be glorified
in him, God shall also glorify him in
himself, and shall straightway glorify
him” (vv 31-32). 

That the cross is the supreme
revelation of the glory of God is brought
out with the greatest richness in John 17.
The prayer of the Lord begins, “Father,
the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that
thy Son also may glorify thee: … I have
glorified thee on the earth: I have
finished the work which thou gavest me
to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou
me with thine own self with the glory
which I had with thee before the world
was” (vv 1, 4-5). 

Jesus’ prayer to His Father in
heaven, “The hour is come, glorify thy
Son ...” refers directly to the cross. This
glory which Jesus had before the world
began surely points to the fact that
Jesus was “the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world” (Rev 13:8;
17:8; 1 Pet 1:20; Eph 1:4). It had been
decreed from before the foundation of
the world that the glory of God should
be supremely revealed in the cross of
Christ. Christ is now saying, in effect,
“Just as in our eternal decree, the
glory of redeeming love was to be
accomplished in the cross, so now let it
come to pass.” 

This also explains John 17:24 where
Christ prayed, “Father, I will that they
also, whom thou hast given me, be with
me where I am; that they may behold my
glory, which thou hast given me: for
thou lovedst me before the foundation of

the world.” Jesus was praying that some
of His disciples might see the crucifixion
so that they might tell the story the more
effectively. Surely it is significant that
we have the eyewitness story of the cross
from some of those who loved Him. The
story of the glory of the cross may be
read in all its fullness from the divinely
inspired, eyewitness accounts as found
in the Four Gospels.  

When John said, “The Word was
made flesh and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and
truth” (John 1:14), the words “we beheld
his glory” include supremely, though not
exclusively, the glory of the cross. 

Principle of the Crucified Life 

Another aspect of the glory of the
cross is highlighted in the Lord’s high
priestly prayer when He, with reference

The Garden of Gethsemane, Jerusalem 
“. . . not my will, but thine, be done.” (Luke 22:42) 
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EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE AT LABRADOR PARK
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205
Email: febc@pacific.net.sg; Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg

(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime)

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Apr 13 – 19, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Deuteronomy
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

THU 7.30 pm No FEBC Night Class
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Adults Fellowship
Young People’s Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Rev Tan Kian Sing)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Sunrise Service Notice: Please sit closer to the
front. Keep the park clean. Hired bus to Newton
departs at 10.30am sharp.
Only Mon night, no Thu night class at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Adults Fellowship Meeting this Sat, Apr 18, 09
at Mr and Mrs William Teo’s home, Blk 835
Woodlands St 83 #12-113, 3.30pm. Program:
Bible Study on Acts by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
Contact William Teo at 91831150 for details.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat,
Apr 18, 09 at 3.30pm in the home of Mr and Mrs
Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Program: Bible Study
on 2 Timothy by Dn Paul Cheng. Contact Herbert
at 94377715 for details.
Vacation Bible Adventure 2009 (June 3-5).
Theme: “Operation Space: A Close Encounter
with God’s Word”. Application forms for both
Volunteers and Children are available. Contact
Benedict at 83225775 for details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

7 am

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 213
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading 1 Corinthians 15:1-22
Hymn No. 211
Announcements
Baptism, Reaffirmation
of Faith & Transfer of
Membership

Special Number Children’s Choir
Church Choir
FEBC Students
Filipina Bible Study
Korean Worship Service

Offering & Hymn No. 203
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text 1 John 3:2
Sermon We Shall Be Like Him

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 543
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

EASTER TESTIMONIES I

Gospel Tracts Led Me to True Life

Praise the Lord for overseeing me and bringing
me to come under the instruction of God-fearing
pastors of True Life Bible-Presbyterian Church. I
am truly thankful for the Lord’s providence and
look forward to the day of my baptism.

I have known the Lord since a young boy.
Despite coming from a non-Christian family, I
have the opportunity to attend missionary schools
as early as kindergarten all the way to Secondary
school. My parents have been worried sick that I
would grow up to be a shy, reticent person. They
are hopeful that missionary schools would

encourage me to come out of my shell
and be more willing to interact with
others. Although things may not work
out exactly the way they hoped for, it
was this wonderful decision of my
parents that has led me to the eventual
acceptance of Christ as my Lord and
Saviour.

However, during junior college
days, I backslided, discontinued every
form of edifying activities and became
obsessed with gaining top honours for
myself in school. This backsliding
continued for more than five years
till I entered the second year of my
university life.

Thankfully, the Lord did not cast me
away and so arranged for me to receive
gospel tracts from someone from True
Life. At the invitation of the stranger, I
started attending worship services at
True Life and things began to accelerate
after my reading of the “40 John Sung
Revival Sermons” translated by Rev
Timothy Tow. I decided I shall delay
my baptism no further. Praise the Lord!

Voon Zhen Lin

Sunday Sermons Draw Me
Closer to God

I first came to know about Jesus
Christ when I was studying at
Presbyterian Boy’s School (1959-68).
I then attended St Patrick’s School
(1969-70). After my school days, I
casually attended some “Christian”
churches—Catholic Novena, Methodist,
Assembly of God, and then seriously
attended and worshipped in the

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$18,806;
HKD40; Fellowships’ Collections: LF $173
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $50; Rev
Jeffrey Khoo $50; Degu (FEBC) $50; Eliezeri
(FEBC) $50; Kiet Thaven (FEBC) $50; Leakena
(FEBC) $50; Rebecca (FEBC) $50; Tann Heng
(FEBC) $50; Titus (FEBC) $50; Barnabas Yap &
family $100; Murray Ong $400; Sim Swee Ho $200;
Wendy Teng $50; FEBC Bookroom $283; FEBC
Legal Fees $5,000, $3,000; FEBC $2,000, $400, $50
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$31,112; HKD40
Church Building Fund $200, $100, $55 Total:
S$875,246.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $235.00

Verse for the Week:. A fool’s mouth is his
destruction, and his lips are the snare of his soul.
Prov 18:7

True Life BPC 5th Annual Congregational
Meeting (ACM) will be held on April 26, 09 at
9.30am. It is your duty as a member to attend. Please
be punctual.
Daily Vacation Bible College course on “A Study of
the Epistle of Jude” will be held from May 4-9, 2009
at the Far Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.

Church Camp 2009 (June 8–12) at Resort Lautan
Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in Christ.”
Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Please register
early. Availability of rooms will be on a first-come-
first-served basis. Closing Date: May 3, 09. Contact
Dn Leong Kwok Whye at 96250162 for details.

FEBC-True Life 14th Holy Land Pilgrimage, Nov
15-29, 09. Register with Mrs Jemima Khoo.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

The Garden Tomb, Jerusalem. “He is not here, but is risen.” (Lk. 24:6)



Worldwide Church of God (WCG) in the
late 1970s and got baptised at East Coast
Park in about 1982.

The WCG Singapore membership is
about 25 and the worship is conducted by a
Malaysian pastor once a month. There are
two other worship services in the month; the
first is conducted by a local elder and the
second is a small group meeting. Since the
last few years, I realised that I have not
grown spiritually and close to God as in my
early years in the church. Sometimes I do
not look forward to church and do not go to
church.

In early August last year 2008 after I
moved house, I asked a not so regular
member of the WCG who was servicing the
air-cons in my new house which church she
attends or whether she still attends church
since I have seen her only once in a long
while. She said she and her husband
sometimes attend the Bible-Presbyterian
Church at Gilstead Road, and now True Life
Bible-Presbyterian Church at RELC which
is also attended by ex-WCG members
Wilson Tan, Molly Goh and Mary Quek.

Shortly after that conversation, I started
to attend True Life Bible-Presbyterian
Church at RELC. Since the first church
service, I have been looking forward to
attending the church services every Sunday
morning. Despite being uncomfortable with
the new environment, I yearn to listen to the
Sunday sermons which powerfully draw one
closer to God and to live a godly life. I have
greater interest to pray and read the Bible.

Johnny Wan

Taking This Step of Faith

I was born into a Christian family; hence
I went to church at a very young age. As a
young child, I had learnt of the story of
Jesus and of His many wondrous works He
had done. The songs sung during Children’s
Worship also conveyed the message of the
Lord Jesus’ mercy and love towards men.

As I grew older, my understanding of the
Lord grew deeper and my faith for Him

grew stronger. I knew that if the Lord had not
come to die for our sins, we would all
be condemned to hell when we die. With
salvation, we know that Jesus lives in our
hearts and we would go to heaven to be with
Him one day.

I thank the Lord for being with me,
helping and guiding me through everything I
do, for giving me the strength even in the
most difficult situations. Surely the Lord is
good and will always be. He is omnipotent,
omniscient, omnipresent, sovereign, holy and
truth. He can do anything according to His
will. I thank Him most of all, for helping me
to take this step of faith and accept Him as
my personal Lord and Saviour. Glory be unto
God!

Belle Tan

God Is Merciful and Gracious to Me

Since young, I have been attending
church. I have heard how Jesus died on the
cross for my sins and rose on the third day.

About a year ago, during one of our
family worship sessions, my parents shared
with my sister and me about Jesus’ second
coming. It was really horrifying to hear how
in the last days, false prophets and Antichrist
would deceive the world to lure precious
souls away from God. Someday, God would
destroy this earth and heaven with fire, and
He will create a new heaven and new earth. I
realised that I am a sinner and need God to
cleanse me of all my sins. Romans 10:9 says,
“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved.”

Thank God that He has been merciful
and gracious to me and I am amazed and
thankful that He has chosen me. Despite my
slothfulness, He is merciful to grant me a
vacancy in a girls’ school which requires
better PSLE results.

Through the catechism class conducted
by Dr Jeffrey Khoo, I have learnt many
things from God’s Word. There are many

temptations in this world. I pray that God
will help me to overcome them, and guide
and lead me in the correct path. It is my
prayer that I might hide His Word in my
heart so that I might not sin against Him.

Tay Hui Min Phoebe

Nothing Is Too Small for God

I was baptised in 1978 in another
Christian church but had not been consistent
in my Christian life. But the Lord is merciful
and gracious to me for He has never failed
to watch over me and answer my prayers.
Nothing is too small for Him.

Two years ago, I made a critical
decision; I resigned from my company after
30 years of service. God blessed me with a
good colleague and friend and also family
support. At this time, Mrs Janet Morante led
me to True Life Bible-Presbyterian Church.
I am blessed to have a smooth transition to
my present workplace and now working
part-time. This enables me to attend church
faithfully every Sunday. Most importantly, I
started attending Sunday school regularly
which I had struggled but failed to attend
until I came to True Life. I enjoy and learn
from the lessons taught. Step by step, I hope
to grow closer to the Lord. I thank God for
the many blessings showered upon me.

Miranda Soh Eng Mui

Fear of God Kept Me from Straying

I had the privilege of being brought up in
a Christian household. From young, my
parents sought to instill in me the fear and
reverence for the Almighty, Living and True
God. Family worship was a regular part of
our week, and as such, I was fortunate
enough to recognise God as an integral part
of my life. Also, being able to listen to the
messages delivered at True Life and Sunset
Gospel services every Sunday by faithful
preachers was such a joy and a blessing to
me.

I did not realise how blessed I was, until
I commenced my further studies in
Melbourne six years ago. It was then that

my eyes were opened to the “real world.” I
saw how people my age could live a life so
devoid of any purpose or direction, whose
values and standards were not concrete, but
instead changed from day to day. It was then
that I truly appreciated the solid Christian
grounding that I had in my childhood, for if
not for that, I would be no different from the
people around me. It was hard to stand my
ground, especially when my friends did not
understand why I abstained from doing things
that everyone else was doing, and the
temptation was very great to just give in,
because my parents were not around to tell me
otherwise. But I really do thank God that
He never let me forget that He is always
watching, and the fear of God kept me from
straying.

As I am getting reaffirmed, it is my sincere
payer that I may continue to live a Christ-
centred life, to put my trust in Him and walk
worthy of Him. Although I know it will not be
easy, God has promised that He will never
leave or forsake us, and that the reward He has
for us will make it all worthwhile.

Ruth Anabella Joseph

INFANT BAPTISM
1. Koh Ruth

d/o Mr and Mrs Koh Wayne

BAPTISM
2. Elvira Cuaresma

Hernando Domestic Helper
3. Oei Lay See Desy IT Support
4. Tan Ming Min Belle Student
5. Voon Zhen Lin Engineer
6. Wan Johnny Property Agent

REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH
7. Chan Cheng Hoong Joel Student
8. Joseph Ruth Anabella

Inbamalar Student
9. Tay Hui Min Phoebe Student

TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP
10. Chew Chu Huey Esther Cust Svc Exec
11. Soh Eng Mui Miranda Nursing
12. Ye Zuyi Piano Teacher
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RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am
30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352
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(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime)

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Apr 20 – 26, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Deuteronomy
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

WED FEBC Exams Begin
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.30 am 5th Annual Congregational
Meeting

10.30 am Worship (Dr S H Tow)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
2.30 pm Evangelism

Mon night class is held at the Far Eastern Bible
College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship’s combined Bible
Study with Berean BPC this Sat, Apr 25, 09 at
Berean BPC, 48A Foch Road, 4pm. For transport,
please meet at Lavender MRT at 3.15pm. Contact
Herbert at 94377715 for details.
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting this
Sat, Apr 25, 09 at Dn and Mrs Tan Beng Lee’s
home, Blk 103 Spottiswoode Park Road #08-104,
5.30pm. Tel: 98719796. Message: “Pray in God’s
Will” by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew. Contact Ng
Choon Seng at 97669005 for details.
FCM, a BP ministry to university/polytechnic
students, will hold a camp from May 25-30, 09 at
Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: “Lessons from the
University of Life: A Study on the book of
Ecclesiastes.” Contact Jason Liew at 90178213
for details.
FEBC-True Life 14th Holy Land Pilgrimage,
Nov 15-29, 09. Register with Mrs Jemima Khoo.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Eld J T Joseph
Opening Hymn No. 205
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 51
Hymn No. 398
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 111
Offertory Prayer Eld J T Joseph
Scripture Text Job 5:17-19; Heb 12:5-11
Pastoral Prayer Rev Tan Kian Sing
Sermon The Happy End of God’s

Correction
(Rev Tan Kian Sing)

Closing Hymn No. 346
Benediction Rev Tan Kian Sing

Easter Testimonies II
I Experienced Joy Beyond Compare

I came to Singapore to work as a domestic
helper in the mid-eighties. Initially I found it very
difficult to adjust to the way of life here. I thought
I would never be able to finish the first two-year
contract with my employer but somehow I
managed to do so. Looking back I know it has been
God’s will for me to stay on because He has a
wonderful plan for me.

Being away from home for the first time was
not an easy experience for me. I felt very lonely
and often thought of the happy times with my
family members and friends whom I had left
behind in the Philippines. I thought if I could make
some new friends in Singapore I would be less
homesick and would be able to continue to work
hard and earn some money to send home to my
loved ones. But soon I found out that my employer
was more demanding than I had expected. No
matter how hard I tried I was unable to please the

members of the family and they
humiliated me openly. Loneliness
compounded with heartaches and
humiliation made my life here very
unbearable.

The only comfort I had was through
attending a Catholic church on Sunday
and meeting my friends there. I enjoyed
singing in the choir tremendously
though I knew little about the God I
worshipped. Deep inside me I believed
that He would help me to go through
all my sufferings and somehow a bright
tomorrow awaited me.

After completing my first contract, I
managed to find a second employer.
Since they were Christians, they were
more understanding towards me and
allowed me to go out every Sunday. I
continued to attend the Catholic church
and enjoyed the company of other
Filipinos once a week.

Though my new employer and his
family are Christians they never tried
to share their faith with me or tell me
anything about salvation through faith
in Jesus Christ. They assumed that I was
alright spiritually as long as I had a
religion. I was very thankful to have
been employed by such a kind and
caring family and I did all I could
to make them happy. However it is
my prayer today that all Christian
employers would share their faith in
Christ with their domestic helpers.

Throughout the first three years I
have come to treasure all the friends I
have made in Singapore. Without them I

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Good Friday Service $8,048.25;
Easter Sunrise Service $7,298.75
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $200; Rev
Jeffrey Khoo $50; Mission $500; PA Maintenance
$50; Degu (FEBC) $50; Eliezeri (FEBC) $50; Kiet
Thaven (FEBC) $50; Tann Heng (FEBC) $50;
Titus (FEBC) $50; Barnabas Yap $150; Wendy
Teng $200; FEBC $800, $722, $500, $350
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$19,319
Church Building Fund $700 Total: S$875,946.27;
USD600

Verse for the Week: The words of a talebearer are
as wounds, and they go down into the innermost
parts of the belly. Prov 18:8

True Life BPC 5th Annual Congregational
Meeting (ACM) will be held next Lord’s Day, April
26, 09 at 9.30am. It is your duty as a member to
attend. Please be punctual.
Daily Vacation Bible College course on “A Study
of the Epistle of Jude” will be held from May 4-9, 09
at the Far Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Vacation Bible Adventure 2009 (June 3-5).
Theme: “Operation Space: A Close Encounter
with God’s Word.” Application forms for both
Volunteers and Children are available at the VBA
Booth. Contact Benedict at 83225775 for details.
Church Camp 2009 (June 8-12) at Resort Lautan
Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in Christ.”
Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Closing Date:
May 3, 09. Contact Dn Leong Kwok Whye at
96250162 for details.
Combined Youth Conference 2009 (June 25-27) at
Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: “Getting Real with
God: how to live in His presence.” Speakers: Rev
Dr Quek Suan Yew, Pr Dennis Kabingue & Paul
Ferguson. Contact Samuel Goh at 91817471 for
registration forms and details.

Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith & Transfer of Membership at Easter Sunrise Service,
Labrador Park, April 12, 2009



do not think I could have stayed here for so
long. One day I received news that Florida,
one of my friends from the Philippines, was
coming to Singapore to work and I longed to
meet her. It meant a lot to be able to see a
familiar face from one’s hometown. I knew
that Florida was a very devout Catholic
when she was in the Philippines and I
wanted to take her to my church to meet
all my catholic friends. Not long after her
arrival in Singapore she invited me to the
Christian church she was attending and also
told me she was born again. I was very upset
and at the same time angry with her for
betraying her Catholic faith, although I
never told her or persuaded her to give up
this new religion that she had adopted. She
told me that the best place to meet her was at
her church which was in Geylang area.

One Sunday afternoon my girl friend and
I went to her church at 2pm and waited for
almost an hour for her. As soon as she
arrived she told me to join her in her Sunday
School class and worship service but I
refused and said that I would rather wait
outside for her until she was ready to leave.
The desire to talk her out of her newfound
faith was so strong that my friend and I were
willing to wait for her until 5.30pm. A few
members of the church extended their
invitation to us to join them but we rejected.

Later that evening, Florida told us that
she had the assurance of eternal life by
believing in and receiving the Lord Jesus
Christ and persuaded us to give ourselves a
chance to listen to the gospel. However, we
were not convinced and still tried our best to
draw her back to the Catholic faith.

The following weeks we waited for her
outside the church as usual and then went
out together for dinner during which we
discussed religious matters. But when I
found that I was unable to persuade her
to change her mind I decided to attend the
church myself to find out the reason for her
change in faith.

The first time I joined the Sunday School
I told the teacher, Mrs Dixie Chua, bluntly,

“Before you begin, let me tell you frankly,
I am a Roman Catholic and do not try to
persuade me to change my religion.” She
smiled and said, “I am not here to change
your religion, I am going to introduce you to
the way to Heaven.”

I felt relieved and listened to her
attentively because no one had ever told
me how I could get to heaven. Mrs Chua
explained the Gospel of Salvation to me
carefully and clearly and at the end of the
lesson, it dawned on me that I too could have
the assurance of eternal life if I surrendered
my life to the Lord Jesus Christ there and
then. I did not have to work for my salvation
because Jesus has done all that was necessary
by dying on the cross for my sins. It was
indeed good news for me because all my life I
had been taught to do good works and to keep
the traditions of the Catholic church so that I
could earn eternal life in heaven. But when
the teacher opened the Bible with me to John
3:16 that afternoon, I accepted the Lord Jesus
as my personal Saviour and I experienced joy
beyond compare because I know that all my
past sins have been forgiven and I was no
longer burdened by the guilt in my heart. I
thank God for my friend’s persistence in
extending her invitation to me to go to her
church, without which I would not have
experienced the joy I am having now.

Becoming a Christian did not come
without a price. For me the price I paid was to
lose all the friends I had made in the Catholic
church and to miss the choir practice which I
had enjoyed so much. But in its place God
has given me a desire to read the Bible which
is His Word and to have Christian fellowship
with brothers and sisters in the church. I am
praying for my friends who are still in
darkness that they would have the opportunity
to listen to the Gospel and receive Jesus as
their personal Saviour. Now I understand that
God had planned for me to remain in
Singapore after my first contract so that I
could come to know Him and be changed by
Him. Now I have new life in Christ and am
born again. I pray that God will give me the

courage to follow Him in my Christian walk
and to study His Word diligently.

Elvira Cuaresma Hernando

God Has Taken Care of Me
and My Family

I was brought up in a Buddhist family
in Tanjung Pinang. I started to learn about
Jesus when I was in Primary School, Sion,
in Tanjung Pinang, where Dr Timothy Tow
used to visit. I did not have faith but I know
Jesus is the Saviour.

During my studies in Singapore, I
attended Life BPC Chinese service regularly
for sometime, and once in a while the
Indonesian Service. I was then led to True
Life BPC after Mr and Mrs Tan’s visit,
telling me about the incident.

I have been blessed all these years. I
knew, but I was just reluctant to do what a
believer should do. Thank God for His
patience with me. He has been leading me to
the path where I should go. He has been
taking care of me and my family. Thank
God my husband is willing to accompany
me to True Life BPC every week except
when he visits his parents in JB, though he is
still persistent with his free thinker religion.
As time permits, we also bring our kids to
SGBF in Calvary Pandan.

I will keep praying for him, his family
and my family for there is only one way to
heaven; Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe;
sin had left a crimson stain, He washed it
white as snow.

Oei Lay See Desy

I Would Rather Obey God and
Defend His Word

I was born into a family which practises
the Taoist religion. My childhood was not a
happy one. My mum left me when I was 3
years old. My older brother and I were
placed in Children’s Aid Society as my
grandfather was in hospital and there was no
one to look after us as my dad had to work.

During the days in Children’s Aid
Society, I was introduced to Christianity and
was given an NIV Bible. But still my

knowledge of God and His Word was so
little. When I was in Secondary 3 in Boon
Lay Secondary School, one of my teachers, a
Christian, witnessed and gave a Picture Bible
to me. Then on 4 August 1996, I went to
Galilee B-P Church for my first worship
service. It was on the same day that I
accepted Jesus Christ as my personal Lord
and Saviour. I was not allowed to get baptised
till age of 21 as my father objected to it.

I left Galilee in 2000 as I was not happy
with some of the things like the songs etc.
Then, I was introduced by my former boss to
Sharon B-P Church. I got baptised in 2002. In
2003, I began to wonder whether there was
any church which had its services in the
morning as Sharon B-P’s was in the
afternoon. One of my friends, Jonathan,
invited me to Maranatha B-P Church and its
YF which was on Sunday itself. After
attending Maranatha for some time, I decided
to transfer my membership and started
serving in Maranatha in the YF Ex-co, choir
and missions, e.g. Chiang Mai and Bangalore.

Then in 2004, I got to know about True
Life B-P Church from Clement and Herbert.
True Life at RELC is just a bus ride from my
home in Bukit Panjang. In 2008 I started
to attend regularly True Life B-P Church.
Because of the VPP (Verbal Plenary
Preservation) debate, I was advised not to go
to True Life so often lest I be “brainwashed”.
But after listening to the sermons by Dr Tow,
Rev Quek and Dr Khoo, I realised that the
doctrine of VPP is as important as VPI
(Verbal Plenary Inspiration) because if the
Bible has mistakes then whatever I have
believed and learnt would be wasted.

On 24 December 2008, I decided to
transfer my membership from Maranatha to
True Life. It was a very painful decision but I
would rather obey God and defend His Word
(Jude 3). I want to thank God for Aunty
Jenny, Clement, Herbert, Joycelyn, Jacelyn
and YPFers who were there to give me
advice. May I be faithful to God and His
Word. All Glory to God Almighty.

Chew Chu Huey Esther
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Apr 27 – May 3, 2009) 

MON – FRI FEBC Exams 
FRI 7.00 pm  FEBC End-of-Term 
   Thanksgiving Service 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am  Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)  
 

No Prayer Meeting this Friday but all are invited 
to attend the FEBC End-of-Term Thanksgiving 
Service this Friday, May 1, 09 at 9A Gilstead 
Road, 7pm. Dinner will be served at 6pm. 
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat, May 2, 09 at 3.30pm in the home of 
Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Program: 
Bible Study on 2 Timothy by Dn Paul Cheng. 
Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details. 
Door-to-door HDB flats evangelism session this 
afternoon at Bukit Panjang. Meet at Blk 171 
Gangsa Road at 2.30pm. For details, contact Dn 
Charles Kan at 98310468. 
Vacation Bible Adventure 2009 (June 3-5). 
Theme: “Operation Space: A Close Encounter 
with God’s Word.” Application forms for both 
Volunteers and Children are available at the VBA 
Booth. Contact Benedict at 83225775 for details. 
Church Camp 2009 (June 8-12) at Resort 
Lautan Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in 
Christ.” Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. 
Closing Date: May 3, 09. Contact Dn Leong 
Kwok Whye at 96250162 for details. 
FEBC-True Life 14th Holy Land Pilgrimage, 
Nov 15-29, 09. Register with Mrs Jemima Khoo. 
 
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Opening Hymn No. 538 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 116 
Hymn                          Jesus My Lord I Yearn for 
   Thee  
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn I Have Left the World 
   Behind Me  
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Scripture Text              Matt 20:20-28 
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow 
Sermon                        The Servant’s Heart 
 (Dr S H Tow) 
Closing Hymn No. 548 
Benediction  Dr S H Tow 

In Memory of the  
Rev (Dr) Timothy Tow Siang Hui 
By Jonathan Tow, 22 April 2009, Singapore 

Many of you this evening know my father well. 
Some have co-laboured with him, many pastored 
by him, perhaps a number saved through him, and 
some taught by him. Regardless, many would agree 
that he was truly a man of God. 

As Rev Tow’s son, I’ve seen my father’s life, 
both in the church and in the family. He was godly 

and devout. To me, he was a most
gentle, patient, forgiving, generous,
honest, loving, selfless, compassionate,
gracious, loyal and obedient Christian.
He practised what he preached. And, he
always put God first. As a family, we
witnessed this daily.  

I just want to briefly share with you
how my father was a man of faith
and prayer. When confronted with
situations, he always looked to the
Lord for guidance and comfort. He
recognised the sovereign will of God,
and waited on His providence. Even in
darkest moments and times of grave
disappointment, he never blamed God,
nor did he vilify those that treated him
with evil intent. He was always calm
and urged us to be like Jesus, like when
Jesus prayed to His heavenly Father.  

Even when my father was faced with
physical infirmities in his old age, he
never complained. He always said to
trust his Savior. There were times I
questioned the Lord why certain things
befell my father, a most faithful servant
of God. Each time I tried to solicit some
response from my father, he always
pointed to the will of God. Such was his
total faith to God, as he would say,
“Trust the Lord, He has a plan in your
life, commit to Him”.  

During his ministry, it was not
uncommon for my father to give his
entire salary to further God’s work.
It was natural as men of flesh to
sometimes feel worried what tomorrow
holds should my father be called to
the Lord early. We had some common
fears, since my father, in worldly terms,

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$9,532.50; 
RM50; USD100; Fellowships’ Collections: AF 
$190; YPF $167.55  
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $150; Rev 
Jeffrey Khoo $70; Rev Tan Kian Sing $250; Rev 
Hien $200; Amos Go $100; Biak Lawm Thang 
$300; Marilyn Nanta $100; Raymond & Mrs Tan 
$100; Thang No $100; BCEA Tanzania $100; 
Barnabas Yap $50; Wendy Teng $50; FEBC $400, 
$200, $100   
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
S$12,360.05; RM50; USD100 
Church Building Fund $500, $500, $300, $100, 
$65 Total: S$877,411.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $250.00 
Verse for the Week: He also that is slothful in his 
work is brother to him that is a great waster. Prov 
18:9 
 

Labour Day Seminar, “Not All Are BP Which Are 
of BP,” by Dr SH Tow at Calvary Pandan BPC, 201 
Pandan Gardens, May 1, 09, 10.00-11.30am. 
Daily Vacation Bible College course on “A Study 
of the Epistle of Jude” will be held from May 4-9, 09 
at the Far Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.  
FEBC’s 34th Graduation Exercises will be held at 
Calvary Pandan BPC on May 10, 09 SGBF Hour, 
6pm. 
Mrs Tow and family would like to thank True 
Lifers for their love and support of Pastor Tow all 
these years. All of you have been a source of great 
encouragement to him. Special thanks also to Dr 
Chan Kay Heem, Dr Maurice Chew and Dr Han Mei 
Lan. To God be the glory! Collections from the four 
days of services (Apr 20-23) for FEBC in memory 
of Rev Tow totalled $96,862.22. 

From L-R: Jonathan Tow, Khoo May Ann, Ivy Tan (Mrs Timothy Tow), Khoo May Lynn, Selina 
Ho (Mrs Jonathan Tow), John Tow Shanton, Jemima Tow (Mrs Jeffrey Khoo), Jeffrey Khoo. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

owned nothing; no property and barely a
nominal bank account. But he always
responded spiritually, that we must have
faith, trust the Lord and He will provide.
The Lord is faithful, and the material, is
immaterial.  

 
In terms of prayer, my father always

focused on seeking God’s will through
earnest prayer. He never offered worldly
advice, but always pointed to God’s will and
seeking after His word. Also, when in doubt,
he would tell you to pray. Pray, pray and
pray. When we were young, we had our own
family prayer meeting. In recent times, with
his grandchildren, he would teach them to
pray and bless them with his prayers. 

When I look back, sometimes I wonder
how it is possible to live like the great men
of faith in the Bible. How to lead godly lives
in all aspects. While he was certainly not
perfect, I’ve seen my father to be a good
example, and encouragement, that we can
emulate, and achieve. 

Finally, I want to share what I see to be a
“thread” that binds these attributes of my
father together. To me, it was his desire to
show us that as a father, to love his family,
was to demonstrate the love of God, our
heavenly Father, to us all. It is not about
wealth, or promises, it is about simple faith,
and trust in the Lord. This also required us
to love the Lord. 

My father understood that as a father, he
was but a temporary guardian. He showed us
that our true Father is God eternal. When my
father departs, we do not remain fatherless.
Like him, we have the same eternal Father.
That to me, is a key essence he imparted to
us.  

I am privileged to share in his life. I

thank God that I was able to return to Singapore
last month (March 2009) for two weeks. My
father was in good health and continued to have
a clear and lucid mind. His eye-sight remained
perfect and he was still able to read in Chinese.
He also read the newspapers and even asked me
some international relations questions, as I was
working in New York. But what struck me most
was his profound humour. During the two
weeks, he must have been a little irritated that I
kept asking him the same question; “Dad, how
are you?” He usually nodded silently. On the
final night before I returned to New York, I
asked the same question a couple of times. This
time, he grinned, and asked the same question
back; “Son, how are you?” I smiled. I was
stumped. I saw what he meant. It was a
profound response. We both understood.   

I thank the Lord that my father returned to
his heavenly Father peacefully in his sleep, and
during a time when his health had significantly
improved. It was to me, a remarkable and
glorious return. The Lord, to me, did not forsake
His faithful servant. The Lord, to me, returned
as appropriate and just, to my father, a healthy
physical and mental state, to honour him and to
prove His power and love. And then, He bid my
father welcome home. 

 

 

 
Church services at Calvary Pandan BPC and burial at the new Chua Chu Kang 
Christian Cemetery on 23 April 2009. "Precious in the sight of the LORD is the 

death of his saints" (Ps 116:15). 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(May 4 – 10, 2009)

MON – SAT Daily Vacation Bible College
WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 9.30 am Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)
(Rev Errol Stone)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
6.00 pm FEBC 34th Graduation Exercises

A warm welcome to Bishop Richard Kivai of the
Africa Church, Kenya, and President of the East
Africa Christian Alliance (EACA). Bishop Kivai
is a 1983 graduate of FEBC.
Ladies Fellowship Meeting this Wed, May 6 at
RELC, Level 6, Newton Room (Room 601),
7.45pm. Message: “He That Overcometh—
Suffering” by Pr Dennis Kabingue. All are
welcome. Contact Judith at 96729973 for details.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting this Fri,
May 8 at 8pm in the home of Mr and Mrs Jeffrey
Kho Peng Soon. Address: Blk 838 Yishun St. 81,
#05-308 Singapore 760838. Tel: 68518067.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having an
Outing this Sat, May 9 at East Coast Park. Please
meet at MacDonald’s (between Carpark C2 and
C3) at 9.30am. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.
Training for Sunday School teachers and VBA
teachers and volunteers will be held on May 16,
09 in RELC Room 502, 9.30am – 1pm. Speaker:
Mrs Dorothy Ng. Please register with Mrs
Jemima Khoo.
Vacation Bible Adventure 2009 (June 3-5).
Theme: “Operation Space: A Close Encounter
with God’s Word.” Application forms for both
Volunteers and Children are available at the VBA
Booth. Contact Benedict at 83225775 for details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan
Opening Hymn No. 432
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Matt 16:13-28
Hymn Lord Here I Take My Cross
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 354
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan
Scripture Text Exod 5:1, 8:1
Pastoral Prayer Bishop Richard Kivai
Sermon God’s Demand Vs Satan’s

Objections
(Bishop Richard Kivai)

Closing Hymn No. 440
Benediction Bishop Richard Kivai

B-P Church Founder Dies at 88
The Christian Post, Monday, Apr 20, 2009

Posted: 4:06:14PM HKT

Dr Arthur Steele, Chancellor of Clearwater Christian
College and early FEBC board member and the Rev
Dr Timothy S H Tow, FEBC principal. This photo

was taken in 2005. (Photo: FEBC)

The man widely recognised as the founder of

the Bible-Presbyterian movement in
Singapore passed away this morning,
his family confirmed.

Born in the city of Swatow in
Guangdong, China in 1920, the Rev Dr
Timothy S H Tow was instrumental in
the B-P movement, having founded the
first B-P congregation in 1955.

But Bible-Presbyterians trace their
beginnings to 1950, when the Rev Dr
Tow started an English congregation at
Life Presbyterian Church, renamed Life
Bible-Presbyterian Church five years
later and dissociated from the
Presbyterian synod due to the liberalism
of the Malayan Christian Council
leadership to which it had been
connected.

As a young pastor, the Rev Dr Tow
had led missionary trips to many parts
of Malaysia and for a period of five
years was preaching in churches in
Singapore and Malaysia on a regular
weekly basis. He also set up a
theological seminary, Far Eastern Bible
College, in 1962 and has been serving
as its principal ever since. In a doctrinal
conflict with two of his assistant
pastors, the Rev Dr Tow resigned from
Life B-P Church and started True Life
B-P Church, holding the first service in
early October in 2003 at the RELC
auditorium.

With the missionary fervour of its
founder and leaders, the local movement
became one of the fastest growing
denominations in Singapore, according
to Operation World. Unfortunately, the
body experienced a split in the 80s due
to differing opinions of its leaders over

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$8,225;
RM20.50; Fellowships’ Collections: FBF $237.50
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200,
$70; Wendy Teng $100; FEBC (in memory of Rev
Tow) $500, $300, $200, $100; FEBC $2,000, $550,
$100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$12,582.50; RM20.50
Church Building Fund $200, $100, $100 Total:
S$877,811.27; USD600

Verse for the Week: The name of the LORD is a
strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is
safe. Prov 18:10

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2
Kings under Eld Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Daily Vacation Bible College course on “A Study
of the Epistle of Jude” will be held this week, May
4-9, 09 at the Far Eastern Bible College, 9A
Gilstead Road.

FEBC’s 34th Graduation Exercises will be held at
Calvary Pandan BPC next Lord’s Day, May 10, 09,
SGBF Hour, 6pm.

FCM, a BP ministry to university/polytechnic
students, will hold a camp from May 25-30, 09 at
Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: “Lessons from the
University of Life: A Study on the book of
Ecclesiastes.” Contact Jason Liew at 90178213 for
details.
Church Camp 2009 (June 8-12) at Resort Lautan
Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in Christ.”
Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Closing Date:
Today. Contact Dn Leong Kwok Whye at 96250162
for details.

Combined Youth Conference 2009 (June 25-27)
at Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: “Getting Real with
God: how to live in His presence.” Speakers: Rev Dr
Quek Suan Yew, Pr Dennis Kabingue & Paul
Ferguson. Contact Samuel Goh at 91817471 for
registration forms and details.

conference in his church and that of his
brother, Dr S H Tow, there in Singapore.
After several of my sermons, he would greet
me and say to this Bible-believing Baptist
preacher, “WE’RE ON THE SAME WAVE
LENGTH.” I will never forget meeting this
kind and godly gentleman.

In Christ,

Pastor and Mrs D A Waite
Bible For Today Baptist Church
Collingswood, New Jersey, USA

higher and more precious than any words
of men. We grieve that his former friends
of the church he originally founded did
him so much evil, simply because he
believed in the promise of the Lord Jesus
Christ to preserve His Hebrew, Aramaic,
and Greek Words verbally and plenarily
down to this very minute.

Though late in life, he stepped out
and founded a new church which now
continues for the glory of our God. I
remember him well when I was in a Bible



the issue of doctrinal ‘separation’.

As of 2000, there were 60 B-P
congregations in Singapore and 20 in Malaysia
and unnumbered others in the ten ASEAN
countries, Australia and the rest of the world,
the pastor had recorded in his 2000
autobiography.

The Rev Dr Timothy S H Tow passed away
due to natural reasons at 5.45 a.m. today in his
home, according to his son-in-law Dr Jeffrey
Khoo, Academic Dean at Far Eastern Bible
College.

The funeral service will be conducted on
Thursday at 10 a.m. at Calvary-Pandan B-P
Church. Vigil services are being held from
8.15 p.m. starting today until Wednesday.

Edmond Chua
edmond@christianpost.com
http://sg.christianpost.com/dbase.php?cat=mini
stries&id=1231.

Emails from Dr Arthur Steele,
Founder and Chancellor of

Clearwater Christian College,
Florida, USA

Dear Ivy, Jemima and precious great-
granddaughters,

Your very special husband, father, and
grandfather is with the Lord. We too will see
him again when we see the Lord.

From the first day that I met Dr Tow
at seminary he was a completely faithful
servant of the Lord. His encouraging words to
me in 1966 caused me to stay and complete
seminary. His same encouraging actions and
words helped me greatly in also starting a
college to train preachers and teachers.

For 52 years I and many other ministers
have benefited in our preaching and
teaching of God’s Word by the books and
the teaching of Dr Timothy Tow. Here are
precious words of assurance that mean much to
me; at the end of 1 Thess 4:17, “and so shall
we ever be with the Lord.”

With our deepest sympathy and many

precious promises from God’s Word,

Art Steele

PS: For months after returning from Singapore
back in 2005 I promised one more trip to
Singapore when the Lord would take Dr
Timothy Tow home, unless I go first. On
Sunday April 19 I fell at home and went
to the hospital—no broken bones—but we
almost went together. I’m OK.

Dear Jeffrey Khoo and FEBC,

Dr Timothy Tow is with the Lord. Phil
1:23, “But I am in a strait betwixt two, having
a desire to depart and be with Christ; which is
far better.” This promise is ours. What great
comfort is ours. What great comfort comes
from God’s Word.

Dr Timothy Tow believed God’s Word. He
believed 2 Tim 3:16, “All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God” and so do you and so do I.
Dr Tow’s life and ministry reflect his settled
belief in the inspiration by God of the
Scriptures. That settled belief is the reason
for the founding of the Bible-Presbyterian
churches of Singapore and the founding of the
FEBC.

Dr Timothy Tow believed God’s Word. He
preached God’s Word and he taught God’s
Word. How tragic in these last days to realize
that so many Christians do not know what to
believe. Satan has not changed his strategy
articulated in the first book of the Bible, Gen
3:1, “Yea, hath God said?”

Arthur Steele

A Tribute from the President of
the International Council of
Christian Churches (ICCC)

A Tribute to God’s Faithful Servant and
Our Beloved Brother in Christ

The ICCC receives with great sorrow the
news of Rev Dr Timothy Tow’s going home to
be with the Lord. We are joined in our grief by
many who have known him as teacher, mentor,
and fellow laborer for the cause of Christ. We
have lost a faithful servant of the Lord.

It is with deep respect and praise that
we reflect on his life and legacy. In this
day of apostasy and compromise, he boldly
and unswervingly stood for the primacy
of God’s Word, Biblical separation, and
fundamentalism. His pioneering of the Bible
Presbyterian movement by the founding of
Life B-P Church and the Bible College
movement through the Far Eastern Bible
College continues to impact Singapore and
other communities around the world. It was
during Rev Dr Tow’s time as President of
FECCC that ICCC was strongest and united in
spirit. We praise God for his faithful life, made
possible by his response to God’s abundant
grace.

Those who remain must not remove the
landmark that he has set (Prov 22:28); they
must not undermine the foundations that he
carefully laid. He is no longer with us, but his
conviction, spirit, and love for God’s Word
will be carried on by his many disciples in
Asia, Africa, and in the far corners of the
world.

We do not sorrow as those who have no
hope (1 Thess 4:13), but look forward to the
day of our glorious reunion. We extend our
sincere condolences to Mrs Tow and to the
beloved family of Rev Dr Tow.

In His Service,

Kwang Jae Choi
President, ICCC
April 22, 2009

Condolence from East Africa
Christian Alliance (EACA)

The EACA which met in the Bible College
of East Africa received the sad news of the
departure of our beloved teacher, leader, and
friend. To us, Rev Dr Timothy Tow is a hero
of faith and he has joined other heroes in glory.
Yes, he fought a good fight, he has finished his
course, and he has kept the faith. We shall be
praying for the Tow family, the church and the
college. We are with you during this trying
moment, Rev 14:13. Till we meet again in

glory, Rev Tow, rest in peace. “The Lord
gave, and the Lord has taken away, blessed be
the name of the Lord.” Amen.

EACA under the leadership of His
students,

Bishop Richard Kivai
Rev Dr Mark Kim
Rev Stephen Masila
Rev Eben Yoon

EACA Conference, 21 April 2009

Dear Dr Khoo,

EACA conference began yesterday
evening. We had about 180 members
registered last night. When I informed Bishop
Kivai about the departure of Rev Tow, he
asked all members to stand up, and we spent
a minute of silence and prayed together.
Although we could not make it to the funeral,
our hearts and prayers are there in Singapore.

In Christ,

Eben

A Testimony from Dr D A Waite,
President of the Dean Burgon

Society

Dear Wendy,

Thank you for telling Mrs Waite and me
of the Home-going of Pastor Timothy Tow.
Please give Dr Jeffrey Khoo and his family,
and all your church family our condolences
and comfort.

Dr Tow was indeed a champion for his
Saviour and for the Words of God that he held
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(May 11 – 17, 2009)

MON – WED FEBC Camp at Mersing
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Adults Fellowship
Young People’s Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Rev Prabhudas Koshy)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Training for Sunday School teachers and VBA
teachers and volunteers will be held this Sat,
May 16, 09 in RELC Room 502, 9.30am – 1pm.
Speaker: Mrs Dorothy Ng. Please register with
Mrs Jemima Khoo.
Adults Fellowship Meeting this Sat, May 16, 09
at Mr and Mrs William Teo’s home, Blk 835
Woodlands St 83 #12-113, 3.30pm. Program:
Bible Study on Acts by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
Contact William Teo at 91831150 for details.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat,
May 16, 09 at 3.30pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 48A
Foch Road. For transport, please meet at FEBC at
2.50pm or at Lavender MRT at 3.10pm. Message:
“Ready for Service” by Joshua Yong. Contact
Herbert at 94377715 for details.
FCM, a BP ministry to university/polytechnic
students, will hold:
 an Outing to Marina Barrage this Fri, May 15,
09. Meet at Marina Bay MRT at 2.30pm or direct
at 3pm. Contact Jonathan at 90275797 for details.
 a camp from May 25-30, 09 at Calvary
Pandan BPC. Theme: “Lessons from the
University of Life: A Study on the Book of
Ecclesiastes” by Paul Ferguson. Contact Jason at
90178213 for details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 413
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Isaiah 1:1-31
Hymn No. 267
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 64
Offertory Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Mark 7:6-8
Pastoral Prayer Rev Errol Stone
Sermon Honouring God

(Rev Errol Stone)
Closing Hymn No. 359 (Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

Certificate of Religious Knowledge (CertRK):
Arvind Kumar Pawa
Chew Yiming Clement
Chng Siew Hwee Jacelyn
Chng Siew Miang Joycelyn
Hoe Ghee Yong
Josias Camporedondo Llego
Liaw Sok Hui Alethea
Liaw Sock Pheng Audrey
Lim Hong Kim
Tan Choon Keng
Tan Eik Chor Christopher
Wong Siew Leng Miriam
Certificate of Biblical Studies (CertBS):
Daisy Susanty Tehupeiory
Div Vanna
Lim Bin Hwee
Park Moon Sook
Puspa Shakya
Diploma in Theology (DipTh):
Tjung Joan Manling

Bachelor of Theology (BTh):
Eliezer Saycon Ortega
Ko Ling Kang
Tan Tat Yong James

Master of Religious Education (MRE):
Cheng Heng Fook Paul
Jeong Hyeon Heni
Le Thanh Tam
Rebecca Evelyn Laiya

Master of Divinity (MDiv):
Le Vu Bao An
Titus Kilonzo Nzoka

Master of Theology (ThM):
Peter Yoksan

Thereafter you are cordially invited to
a buffet reception.

On 24 October 2000 at 9A Gilstead
Road, Rev Dr Timothy Tow wrote out
by hand the document reproduced on the
foregoing page. Elder Khoo Peng Kiat
witnessed Rev Dr Timothy Tow making
this document by hand and attested to
this by appending his signature on the
document after Rev Dr Timothy Tow had
signed on it. Also present was Mrs Ivy
Tow. After placing this document in an
envelope and sealing it, Rev Dr Timothy
Tow then wrote the words “Important
Document” on the front of the
envelope. He passed the envelope to Mrs
Tow for safekeeping. On 1 May 2009,
Mrs Tow retrieved the envelope and
unsealed it. On 1 May 2009, the FEBC
Board of Directors unanimously agreed to
appoint Dr Jeffrey Khoo as Principal of
FEBC.

The making of this Important
Document on 24 October 2000
was significant. Life Bible-Presbyterian
Church had just commemorated its 50th

Anniversary on 22 October 2000. LBPC
and FEBC were also about to embark on
their greatest project yet—the rebuilding
of Beulah House.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: $9,888;
Fellowships’ Collections: YPF $142
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200, $70;
Bishop Kivai $200; Rev Errol Stone $300; Rev
Prabhudas Koshy $200; Church Choir $50; Degu
(FEBC) $50; Eliezeri (FEBC) $50; Leakena
(FEBC) $50; Tann Heng (FEBC) $50; Josias
(FEBC) $100; Rebecca (FEBC) $100; Titus
(FEBC) $100; Barnabas & family $50; Sim Swee
Ho $500; Wendy Teng $50; FEBC Scholarship
$400; FEBC $900, $400, $320, $300, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings: $14,570
Church Building Fund $800, $300, $200, $70
Total: S$879,181.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $259.00

Verse for the Week: The rich man’s wealth is his
strong city, and as an high wall in his own conceit.
Prov 18:11

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2
Kings under Eld Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.
FEBC’s 34th Graduation Exercises will be held this
evening at Calvary Pandan BPC, SGBF Hour, 6pm.
Speaker: Bishop Richard Kivai. All are welcome.
Vacation Bible Adventure 2009 (June 3-5).
Theme: “Operation Space: A Close Encounter
with God’s Word.” Application forms for both
Volunteers and Children are available at the VBA
Booth. Contact Benedict at 83225775 for details.
Church Camp 2009 (June 8-12) at Resort Lautan
Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in Christ.”
Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Contact Dn
Leong Kwok Whye at 96250162 for details.

Combined Youth Conference 2009 (June 25-27) at
Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: “Getting Real with
God: how to live in His presence.” Speakers: Rev Dr
Quek Suan Yew, Pr Dennis Kabingue & Paul
Ferguson. Contact Samuel Goh at 91817471 for
registration forms and details.

FEBC Students Singing for the Lord at the Vigil Service, 21 April 2009, in Memory of the Late
Rev Dr Timothy Tow, FEBC’s Founding Principal

The 34th FEBC Graduation
Exercises at Calvary Pandan
BPC this evening will see 28
graduating with their certificates
and degrees. Bishop Richard
Kivai will be the Lord’s
messenger. All are welcome.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(May 18 – 24, 2009)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship
4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Dr S H Tow)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
2.30 pm Evangelism

Family Bible Study Fellowship will be having a
family outing this Sat, May 23, 09 at the Bedok
Reservoir, 3.30pm. Activities include kayaking,
picnic and fellowship. Contact Edmund Wong at
98522318 for details.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat,
May 23, 09. Time: 4pm. Venue: Berean BPC,
48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender
MRT at 3.15pm. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.
Door-to-door HDB flats evangelism session
next Sunday afternoon, May 24, 09 at Delta
Avenue. Meet at Blk 2 at 2.30pm. Contact Dn
Charles Kan at 98310468 for details.
FCM, a BP ministry to university/polytechnic
students, will hold a camp from May 25-30, 09 at
Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: “Lessons from the
University of Life: A Study on the Book of
Ecclesiastes” by Paul Ferguson. Please visit
http://www.fcm.sg/camp for more details.
Enquiries contact Jason at 90178213.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Eld J T Joseph
Opening Hymn No. 47
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 23
Hymn No. 344
Announcements
Special Number Deborah & Judith
Offering & Hymn No. 352
Offertory Prayer Eld J T Joseph
Scripture Text Psalm 100:3
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy
Sermon The Sheep of His Pasture

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
Closing Hymn No. 532
Benediction Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy

Easter Testimonies III

Word of God Convicted Me

Coming from a Christian family, I did not
need to worry about church-going every Sunday.
It was a “natural” thing to do every weekend.
My pre-school years were spent in Jubilee
Presbyterian Church (Chinese congregation) at
Outram Park. Due to my brother’s arm injury,
our family had to sell the car for the fees for his
3 operations.

Without the car, our family found it difficult
to travel from Clementi to Outram Park by
public transport, especially for my brother. So
we resorted to a nearby church which was only 5
minutes walk from my home. So from Primary
1 to Secondary 2, I spent my years in Bible
Church while the rest of my family were in
Mount Carmel BPC as both churches shared the
same compound.

Though 8 years were spent in Bible Church, I

never understood why church-going
was essential on Sundays. Regular
Bible reading/Quiet time did not
really exist in my life then. The Bible
that I owned was just an “accessory”
that I brought along to church weekly.
My understanding of the Bible was
shallow and Bible Study/Sunday
School was hardly enjoyable to me.
Fellowship with church friends hardly
existed as I seldom joined them for
activities. Soon, I felt left out among
my peers in church.

At the end of Secondary 2 in 1996,
my brother, Choo Ming, invited me to
join him for YF caroling in Calvary
BPC. That was my first encounter
with the people from Calvary.
Subsequently, I found out that my
brother had an intention to leave Mt
Carmel BPC for Calvary BPC due to
some doctrinal issues. As he was
aware that I was not fitting in well
in Bible Church, he suggested that I
follow him. So by God’s providence, I
was brought to Calvary BPC.

It was during my years in Calvary
BPC that I realised the need to read
His Word and pray regularly. I found
myself understanding why church-
going was so important. My salvation
was also assured as I gradually found
myself needing God in my daily life. I
sincerely thank God and my brother
for bringing me to Calvary as I found
that those 8 years spent there were
indeed fruitful and beneficial to my
spiritual walk/growth. I must also

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$17,197;
RM50; RMB0.50; THB1; Fellowships’ Collections:
LF $470
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200, $100,
$70; Rev Errol Stone $1,000, $200; Bishop Kivai
$500; Barnabas Yap & family $50, $50; Sim Swee
Ho $100; FEBC Bookroom $283; FEBC $500, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$20,820; RM50; RMB0.50; THB1
Church Building Fund $550, $200, $200, $65
Total: S$880,196.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $394.00

Verse for the Week: Before destruction the heart of
man is haughty, and before honour is humility. Prov
18:12

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2
Kings under Eld Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Darwin Film – “The Voyage That Shook the
World”, May 31, 09 at Calvary Pandan BPC, 5pm.
Message: “God, Darwin & Creation” by Dr Carl
Wieland, SGBF, May 31, 09, 5pm.
Vacation Bible Adventure 2009 (June 3-5). Theme:
“Operation Space: A Close Encounter with God’s
Word.” Application forms for both Volunteers and
Children are available at the VBA Booth. Contact
Benedict at 83225775 for details.
Church Camp 2009 (June 8-12) at Resort Lautan
Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in Christ.”
Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Contact Dn
Leong Kwok Whye at 96250162 for details.
Combined Youth Conference 2009 (June 25-27) at
Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: “Getting Real with
God: how to live in His presence.” Speakers: Rev Dr
Quek Suan Yew, Pr Dennis Kabingue & Paul
Ferguson. Contact Samuel Goh at 91817471 for
registration forms and details.

True Life Missionary Bai Eunyoung among Maasai Children, Kenya



thank those people who have helped
me and blessed me during those years.
Through ministries such as the Youth
Fellowship (YF), Fundamental Christian
Ministry (FCM) and Far Eastern Bible
College (FEBC) night classes, I have also
learnt much and embraced many spiritual
truths and doctrines.

Since the declaration of Calvary’s
stand to reject the biblical doctrine of VPP
on the 2nd of October 2005, I found it
difficult to serve in the church. It was also
difficult to share the whole counsel of God
with others due to their stand. “Only fear
the LORD, and serve him in truth with all
your heart: for consider how great things
he hath done for you.” (1 Sam 12:24). The
Word of God has convicted me to leave
Calvary after my term of service in
2005 ended and thus I transferred my
membership to Truth BPC.

Thank God for the blessed 3 years of
service and fellowship with the brethren at
Truth BPC. By God’s providence, I got
married to Herbert at the end of 2008.
Since then, I have been attending True
Life B-P with him. As I seek a transfer
to True Life, I pray that the Lord will
continue to use Herbert and me to serve
Him.

Ye Zuyi

God Has Helped Me

I learned about God when I was seven
years old. During Sunday School, my
teacher told us about how God sent His
son to die for our sins. I then realized how
much God loves us. I also acknowledged
that I am a sinner and asked Him for
forgiveness and accepted Jesus into my
heart.

God has helped me in my life and I
would like to thank Him for His grace and
mercy.

Joel Chan

Thanksgiving Letters from Our
Missionaries

From Myanmar

18 April 2009

Firstly, we praise the Lord and give
thanks to Him and glory to His name
because He is so good to us. I am very
pleased to let you know that today the
school final examination results came out
and thank God all the children passed their
final exams and nobody failed. I am so
happy and all the children are also very
happy, even more than me. They praise the
Lord and give thanks to God too for His
goodness and mercy and care upon them
and how God has blessed us and they also
give thanks to you for your prayers and
help for us.

The Primary, Middle and High school
will start school registration and will sell
school textbooks and school materials from
next week, 20 April. The schoolteacher said
that the school will open one month earlier.
All the children are so happy for our good
results and pray again for our schooling
needs and to buy school materials on time.
So, please pray for us.

Thank God we could spend our summer
holidays usefully and happily and all the
children learned many lessons from the
summer holidays. Thanks.

We pray for you and for True Life BPC
and FEBC always.

May God bless you and give you good
health and strength!

Yours in Christ,
Brother Thangno

12 May 2009

Thank God, yesterday I have received
the designated offerings Ks2083600. I and
my family and all the children are so
appreciative and so thankful to you and to
God too. Yesterday, I and my wife and the

two boys went to the market and bought
the things the children need (school
uniforms, textbooks, exercise books, pens,
pencils, compass, slippers, umbrellas,
some clothes etc.), and other needs. How
good our God is.

All the children are really very happy
because our good God answered our
prayers through you for their school needs
and school fees on time, and they have no
need to worry now. They realize that our
God is a good God who provides for their
needs on time. I also preached to them that
our God is a really good God, that they
must trust in Him, that they must work
hard, be gentle, clever and faithful in all
things so that He will bless them now and
in the future for His glory. Thank God the
children’s faith is increasing more and
more. Praise the Lord and to God be the
glory.

Again we are really happy and
thankful to you for your love and prayers
and help to our Orphanage for His glory.

We all pray for True Life BPC and
FEBC always.

Yours in Christ,
Brother Thangno
New Life Orphan Center
Yangon, Myanmar

From Kenya

9 April 2009

Greetings in the name of the Lord.

It has been almost one week since the
closing day of BCEA for the vacation.
Last term was the first term of this year.
I taught first year students who were
very new to BCEA. They were all from
different places of Kenya, some were
from Ethiopia and Congo. There were
communication, age, and cultural gaps
among the students and surely many more
gaps between the students and a foreign
teacher like me. I found them to have

different responses in my class. I was not
able to catch their understanding level. I
tried hard to reach them. They tried hard to
understand me in the class. I have just
completed one term with them by God’s
grace. After all this, I should tell myself
that I am the one who has to improve my
language and teaching skills to guide the
class successfully.

My Sunday school children are doing
well. As I joined the evangelism organised
by the College, I was able to make more
visits to the children’s homes. During those
visits, I could see the low living standards
of the church members. I saw my Sunday
school children suffer from the poor
nutrition and diseases like malaria. My
senior missionaries showed by example
how to help them. I saw those sick children
recovering quickly with simple and a little
care only. I learned that supervising
the Sunday school is more than making
worksheets for Sunday activities and I have
to extend my care to the Sunday school
children when they are helplessly sick and
hungry with prayerful heart.

The drought and the economic crisis in
the country should be the main reason why
people become harsh. I hear about crimes
even around BCEA. Security is not assured
for many people. Rain for crops and
crop prices in the market also affect the
expenses of the BCEA dining hall.

I made a short trip to Maasailand. I saw
the severe dryness there. They suffer too.
Yet their worship and singing on Sunday
service was genuine and beautiful.

Easter Sunday is coming soon. I have
some children to present a special item on
Sunday. The children really love to sing
“Hosanna.”

All the glory be to God!

Bai Eun Young
Bible College of East Africa
Nairobi, Kenya
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(May 25 – 31, 2009) 

FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am  Worship (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)  
 

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2 
Kings under Eld Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.  
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat, May 30, 09 at 3.30pm. Venue: 
Berean BPC, 48A Foch Road. For transport, 
please meet at FEBC at 2.50pm or at Lavender 
MRT at 3.10pm. Message: “Being Good 
Stewards of Christ” by Joshua Yong. Contact 
Herbert at 94377715 for details. 
Door-to-door HDB flats evangelism session this 
afternoon at Delta Avenue. Meet at Blk 2 at 
2.30pm. Contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468 for 
details.  
FCM, a BP ministry to university/polytechnic 
students, will hold a camp this week from Mon–
Sat, May 25-30, 09 at Calvary Pandan BPC. 
Theme: “Lessons from the University of Life: A 
Study on the Book of Ecclesiastes” by Dr Paul 
Ferguson. Please visit http://www.fcm.sg/camp 
for more details. Enquiries contact Jason at 
90178213. 
Church Camp 2009 (June 8-12) at Resort 
Lautan Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in 
Christ.” Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. 
There will be a Camp Briefing next Lord’s Day, 
May 31, 09 after the Worship Service. All 
Campers are to attend.  
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Opening Hymn No. 236 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 92 
Hymn        No. 189 
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn No. 383 
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Scripture Text              Psalm 19 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Wee Eng Moh 
Sermon                         God’s Word and God’s 

  World 
 (Rev Wee Eng Moh) 
Closing Hymn No. 247 
Benediction  Rev Wee Eng Moh 

Remembering Rev Timothy Tow 
We thank God for the life of our beloved 

pastor, and for the more than 20 years that Rev 
Timothy Tow was our pastor. We still have 
fond memories of the times when we, as 
little children, had our weekly piano lessons 
under Aunty Jemima at the parsonage every 
Saturday. We would see Rev Tow in the 
parsonage and he would always affectionately 
call us “twins”.  

Rev Tow said the most with the least. We 
learnt much studying Calvin’s Institutes and 
Minor Prophets under Rev Tow at FEBC 
night classes. We enjoyed his classes as he 
always summarized the lessons succinctly 
and clearly, and captured the essence of the 
entire chapter/book in a short, profound yet 
easily understood phrase. And we have been 
attending night class since, having been much 
blessed by the teaching and spurred to learn 

more of God’s perfect Word.  
In the midst of all the debate over

the VPP doctrine, one thing that Rev
Tow said stood out very clearly. He
told us to approach this with the
logic of faith and exhorted us from
God’s Word, “I am the LORD: that
is my name: and my glory will I not
give to another, neither my praise to
graven images.” Isa 42:8. It showed
what a great man of faith Rev Tow
was. He not only knew the Word of
God, but also loved the Word of
God and had a heart so in tune with
the Lord.  

Truly thank God for the privilege
to have had such a godly, humble,
gentle and loving man of God as our
pastor. All praise and glory be to
God! 
Jacelyn and Joycelyn Chng 
True Life Bible-Presbyterian Church 

Condolence from  
Dr Paul Lee Tan 

Dearly beloved bro. Jeffrey and sis.
Jemima: 

It is with deep sorrow and shock
to learn (from you) about the
homegoing of beloved Dr. Timothy
Tow, a truly great servant of God. 

Through so many years in the
past, Dr. Tow has encouraged me in
God’s ministry. Whenever I go to
Singapore for lectures at FEBC, he

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$8,443; 
Rp100; Fellowships’ Collections: AF $401; YPF 
$124.70 
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $150, 
$70; Berean BPC $50; VBA 2009 $100; FEBC 
$1,000, $600, $400, $50 
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
S$11,388.70; Rp100 
Church Building Fund $500, $200, $100, $70, $50 
Total: S$881,116.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $305.00 
Verse for the Week: He that answereth a matter 
before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him. 
Prov 18:13 
Darwin Film – “The Voyage That Shook the 
World”, May 31, 2009 at Calvary Pandan BPC, 
5pm. Message: “God, Darwin & Creation” by Dr 
Carl Wieland, SGBF, May 31, 2009, 5pm. 
Special video lectures on the doctrine and defence 
of the Bible at the Adults’ Sunday School on June 14 
and 21, 2009, 9am, RELC Auditorium. Lectures by 
Dr Dell Johnson of Pensacola Christian College. 
Please come on time (nb: 9 and not usual 9.15am)! 
Vacation Bible Adventure 2009 (June 3-5). 
General Volunteers Meeting will be held next Lord’s 
Day, May 31, 2009 at 12.30pm, Room 602. Lunch is 
provided before the meeting. All volunteers are 
required to attend. Application forms for both 
Volunteers and Children are available at the 
VBA Booth. Contact Benedict at 83225775 or 
vbadirector@yahoo.com for details. 
VBA Gospel meeting on Friday, June 5, 2009, 
7.15pm at the Boy’s Brigade HQ. Dinner at 6pm. No 
prayer meeting that night. All are welcome! 
Our deepest condolences to Bro Samuel Kwong on 
the homegoing of his father on May 18, 09 in 
Malacca. 

 
"If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more 
shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him" (Matt 7:11). 

New Life Orphan Centre, Yangon, Myanmar 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

would welcome me with both arms, and
I considered myself blessed to be part of
the great work which God called him to
start and implement. Surely, the FULL
story of all that Dr. Tow has been and
done for lowly servants of God (like
myself) are all recorded in Heaven, and
someday in Glory, we shall tell and
retell how God used Dr. Tow to bless so
many people. 

I know you all miss him very much
(as I do), and yet through our tears,
there is HOPE and PEACE, because
it is “rest” and “sleep” for believers
who departed this earth, and the
RESURRECTION morning is soon to
come.  

May God, who promised to be
special protector of the widows and
orphans, strengthen the works of your
hands ... as you continue to serve Him,
“whom having not seen, we love.” 

It is wonderful to know that you
will be leading a Holy Land tour this
November. From our recent tour there,
there is peace, and you will enjoy the
experience of walking where Jesus
walked and feel His presence there. 

May God comfort you and give you
peace. 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Paul L Tan  

Delivered from Charismatism 
Dear Dr Jeffrey, 

I’m Dale, the one who spoke to
you briefly outside the Calvary Pandan
auditorium on Sunday. I had actually
wanted to spend more time sharing with
you about how the Lord has used you
in a special way to lead me back to

Him and his truth but it was quite
crowded and I could not gather my
thoughts then so I thought I’d write to
you instead.   

I have been attending charismatic
churches since I was 15, about 12 years
ago. However, the last few years of
my life were a time of confusion and
disappointment with God and the church.
I started to feel disillusioned with the
church, as the health and wealth gospel
started to lose its appeal to me, noticing
how shallow the whole thing is. Many
of my church friends and even leaders
were worldly, talking about exercising
their faith to accumulate more money,
influences, good looks etc. (I was not
spared from that influence too.) I also
started to question the realities of these
miracles, prophecies and how many of
these preachers would commercialise
their ministry, and seem to promote
themselves more than Christ. All these,
along with their questionable practices
and doctrines, too numerous to mention
here, left me feeling disappointed as I
started to ponder what being a Christian
was really all about? (Charismatic
teachings had defined for me what
Christianity is all this while.) 

My faith went on a further plunge
as I started to have burning doctrinal
questions in my heart that I could find no
definite answers to, about salvation, the
laws of God, baptismal regeneration etc. I
started to read, but what I found were
many shades of Christianity and its
diverse doctrines. I have also read articles
on how Muslim scholars, atheists and
even Christian leaders would criticise the
Bible and claim to find numerous errors
and back their findings with so-called
evidences. I felt very disturbed and

started to conclude that truth is not
absolute, God is passive, there are too
many ways to interpret the Bible that
there is no way to be certain on what is
right. I started to doubt my salvation,
and entertained thoughts about seeking
truth in another religion, reading New
Age books, books on Buddhism etc. But
somehow, silently in my heart, I would
still hope that God would show me the
truth. It was around the last quarter of
2008 that I prayed earnestly to God that
He would show me the truth.  

It was at that time that I started to
explore the FEBC website. Somehow,
something in me seemed to say I might
find the truth there. I knew of this
College as I had chanced upon your
book in the library on Charismatism Q
& A a few years ago. I initially read
it with skepticism as the charismatic
churches taught that the B-P and
fundamentalist churches were legalistic
churches that hindered the move of
the Spirit. (My aunty who brought me
to Christ told me such were ‘dead
churches’ as they don’t believe in
miracles or speaking in tongues.)
However, after reading, I felt the many
points you made were very true.
(Perhaps that laid the ground for me to
start questioning the charismatic church
practices.) 

At FEBC website, I searched for
your sermons. I was very moved by the
godly courage you had by speaking up
for God and His Word by preaching
about the inerrancy and preservation
of the Scriptures, refuting the Gnostic
gospels, textual criticism, corrupted new
versions of the Bible and standing up
against the many heresies that have
invaded the Church today. None of my

church leaders had ever preached like
this. Through you, I have also learnt
about the many heroes of the faith, how
they gave their all and even their lives to
defend the truth. These truths illuminated
my heart with a new fervour and desire
to seek to be a true disciple of Christ. I
felt as if I was born again, with a new
perspective of what being a Christian is,
that it is not about seeking blessings,
signs and wonders but about living
my life for the Lord and being faithful
to Him who gave His life for me.
Many doubts and questions I had were
cleared as I listened to your sermons.
You mentioned that there is no such thing
as various interpretations of the Bible,
that truth is absolute, and how the Word
of God is preserved for us to the last jot
and tittle. Truly God was speaking to me
and I was greatly strengthened and my
love for God was renewed.  

Dr Jeffrey, thanks a lot for taking
the time to read my lengthy testimony.
Above all, thanks for preaching the truth
of God in all its fullness. Thanks for
preaching on the VPP of Scriptures. I
now appreciate and love the Bible more,
and have confidence that the Bible I hold
in my hand can stand up to scrutiny since
every word is inspired and preserved by
God. Indeed, this truth must be preached
to all Christians. If even Muslims dare
claim that they hold a perfect Quran,
surely believers of the true and living
God must stand up for the VPI and VPP
of the Scriptures. 

May the Lord bless and protect you
and your family as you continue to serve
Him faithfully. 

Best regards always, 
Dale Huang 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(June 1 – 7, 2009)

WED–FRI Vacation Bible Adventure
WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
FRI 7.15 pm VBA Gospel Meeting
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Vacation Bible Adventure 2009 will be held this
week from Wed to Fri (June 3-5). Venue: Boys’
Brigade HQ, 105 Ganges Avenue. General
Volunteers Meeting will be held today at
12.30pm, Room 602. Lunch is provided at 6th

floor lobby before the meeting. All volunteers are
required to attend. Contact Benedict at 83225775
for details.
VBA Gospel meeting this Friday, June 5, 2009,
7.15pm at the Boys’ Brigade HQ, 105 Ganges
Avenue. No prayer meeting this Friday night. All
are welcome!
Ladies Fellowship Meeting this Wed, June 3,
2009 at RELC, Level 6, Newton Room (Room
601), 7.45pm. Message: “He That Overcometh—
Suffering” by Pr Dennis Kabingue. All are
welcome. Contact Judith at 96729973 for details.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat,
June 6, 2009 at 3.30pm. Venue: Berean BPC,
48A Foch Road. For transport, please meet at
FEBC at 2.50pm or at Lavender MRT at 3.10pm.
Message: “Thirsting after God’s Word” by Dn
Lek Aik Wee. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo will be away in Malaysia
speaking at Calvary Jaya BPC’s Camp this week,
June 1-6, 2009.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 55
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 113
Hymn No. 80
Announcements
Special Number Youth Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 97
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Hebrews 11:4
Sermon The Dead Still Speak

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 419
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

THE GOOD BOOK
John Tow Shanton

The fact that the Bible is the most translated
book of all today should indicate to us that it is a
good book. To all who love the Lord, it is already
one super blockbuster. There are, as of 2005,
Bibles printed in over 2400 different languages.
Now, how is it that so many out there are still
balking at reading it?

Oh, there may be some who will say, that does
not count. Having a book translated, and pushing it
across the border, or putting it on a store shelf does
not a blockbuster make. Well, to you, I say, go to:
www.soon.org.uk/page19.htm. This site tells us
that every year over 100 million copies of the Bible
are sold.

And is it not the truth when the British Times
newspaper said in 1995: “Forget modern British
novelists and TV tie-ins, the Bible is the best
selling book every year. If sales of the Bible were
included in best-seller lists, it would be a rare
week when anything will achieve a look-in. It is

wonderful…weird…that in this godless
age, this one book would go on selling
every month.”

So, I ask, have you read it? If you
have not, I urge you to do so. There are
many reading schedules you can follow.
Check with your pastor. He will be able
to recommend one.

I can say that I have read the Bible
through. A few times. Even though I do
not enjoy the parts that talk about man’s
wickedness, I find the passages that tell
of God’s mercies and grace to be truly
moving. To be sure, the Bible is not a
book about man’s goodness. Most of
its characters are portrayed as weak,
selfish, crafty, wicked, greedy,
ungrateful, and even murderous. The
Bible pulls no punches, and its frank
and forthright presentation of all the
characters and players in it tells us this:
it could not have been written by man.
There is something about this book! If
it were authored by a mere human, it
would be a heroic tale of a select group
of people that would surpass the most
epic of our silver screen productions.
But no, from the front to the back cover,
it is a pretty sorry accounting of the
failings of the very people God chose to
accomplish His divine plan on earth. I
could list for you here the seven sins to
illustrate my point: Anger, Greed, Pride,
Sloth, Envy, Gluttony, Lust, and every
one will be found in some of the misfits
of mankind handpicked by Him to do
His work. What a sad commentary of
our race! All 1600 years of its history;
all by its 40 odd writers who ranged
from kings and government officials to

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $8,710
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200,
$200, $70; Berean BPC $50; Church Choir $13.45;
Biak Lawm Thang & his ministry $600; Samuel
Kwong $100; Wendy Teng $200, $50; FEBC $100,
$50
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$10, 343.45
Church Building Fund $200, $100, $65 Total:
S$881,481.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $285.00

Verse for the Week: The spirit of a man will
sustain his infirmity; but a wounded spirit who can
bear? Prov 18:14

Darwin Film – “The Voyage That Shook the
World”, this evening at Calvary Pandan BPC, 5pm.
Message: “God, Darwin & Creation” by Dr Carl
Wieland, this evening at SGBF, 5pm.
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2
Kings under Eld Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Special video lectures on the doctrine and defence
of the Bible at the Adults’ Sunday School on June
14 and 21, 2009, 9am, RELC Auditorium. Lectures
by Dr Dell Johnson of Pensacola Christian College.
Please come on time (nb: 9 and not usual 9.15am)!
Church Camp 2009 (June 8-12) at Resort Lautan
Biru, Mersing. Theme: “Family Life in Christ.”
Speaker: Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. There will be
a Camp Briefing at 12.15pm after the Worship
Service today. All Campers please stay for the
briefing.
Combined Youth Conference 2009 (June 25-27)
at Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: “Getting Real with
God: how to live in His presence.” Speakers: Rev Dr
Quek Suan Yew, Pr Dennis Kabingue & Dr Paul
Ferguson. Contact Samuel Goh at 91817471 for
registration forms and details.

"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." (2 Tim 2:15)

New Life Orphan Centre, Yangon, Myanmar



poor folks, fishermen to teachers, and poets
to prophets. They did it in three different
languages, and hailed from Asia, Europe and
Africa, and although they did not know each
other, they spoke about God’s joys and pain.
And His love and grace. Often it talks about
God’s pain, unfortunately. Read again
Genesis 6:5. “And God saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the thoughts
of his heart was only evil continually.” Yet,
through all the gloom, the light of God’s
love shines! He keeps loving and helping
His people. That I say, always touches my
heart whenever I read the Bible.

And, that my readers is when you will
hear the “still small voice.” Yes, the Bible
speaks to you! And when you hear it, know
that “it is the Lord!”

Is that not the message then, that God
wants us to hear? Should God’s love for us
not be preached abroad then, to all, by all of
us who are His? I am of the opinion that as
Christians, we have been entrusted by Him
to reflect the light of His love to the world.
Our life purpose is therefore to live the love
that He has shown us! How? By sharing it
with all those around us! And when we do, it
will show that our hearts have been truly
made renew by Him and that we are His
own. When that happens, you can be sure
that He will step in and work a miracle such
as you have never seen before. For why, we
would have the code key that will open the
heavenly flood gates of God’s blessings!

I can say that I have experienced that.
Can you? I live my life loving it, and loving
God, and loving all those around me. And
let me tell you, I am even now experiencing
the joys of heaven while I am here on earth!

The Bible is divine. So like a treasure
map, or a code book, it is! I still remember
the Sunday School class I attended where
the Bible was called: “The Sign Manual.”
Being that I was rather young at the time, it
did not click with me, for I wondered what it
meant for as long as I could remember!

“Sign Manual… Sign Manual.” What are
they talking about? But, I did not let it
bother me too much. More into what is fun
than anything, the idea of going to Sunday
School was— play. Of course!

But, what do you know, as I matured in
my Christian walk I soon got to understand
what it meant. It is a book that shows Jesus
our Lord to us. So, here I am today, many
decades after the time I sat in that little
Sunday School class, scratching my head
over what this “Sign Manual” was, but all
the while holding this “Sign Manual” in my
hand. It is the Bible.

So, when I contemplate what I have in
my hand, every time I hold the Bible, I
cannot help but think that all through these
thousands of years, Satan has been trying to
take God’s Word away from us. He has sent
his minions out to stop its being ever written
at all. He has tried to cast doubt on its
message with his “Yea, hath God said…?”
time and time again. Or to corrupt its
meanings by causing all kinds of versions
with verses removed, to be completed to add
to the confusion. Look at the many out
there, and you will see how divisive they
are.

Ah, all through the world’s bloody
history, men have sought to destroy the
Bible’s central message. Which simply put,
is, God loves us, and wants us to love Him
back and to be good to all His children. Our
fellows. Even today, we see the forces of
evil doing what they can to cast an aspersion
on this fact, and thus, to take away that
which is divine from the Bible.

Do we not see that most clearly right in
the Middle East today? Look at how poorly
God’s own chosen people themselves do
regard the Word of God personified. Our
Lord. Let alone the gospel of love. They will
be ever so quick to throw you in jail if you
preach Him. Yet, they have hopes of victory
in their endless struggle to secure their place
in the sun there. With hatred in their hearts,
how will they ever do it? Especially when

their hatred is riding upon more hatred their
neighbors are heaping upon them? If
violence begets violence, surely hate begets
death.

From the time Jesus walked the earth,
there was already so much that was unholy,
going on in the “Holy Land.” Follow the
way He went and you will see that almost
everywhere He got to, He was shunned. Was
it not said that “He came unto His own, and
His own received Him not?” He was spat
on, ridiculed, and He was often in danger of
being torn limb from limb by people He
knew. Especially by the ones that ruled the
synagogues, mind you—the religious clerics
who were supposed to help lead the people
in their community to walk in the right
paths. They were the hypocrites who
constantly talked up a good game while they
ridiculed and derided Him. Their religion
was mainly an outward show and Jesus even
commented on how they loved to make long
prayers and pontificate about spiritual
matters to make themselves look good to
their fellows. But Jesus saw through their
charade. He knew how dark their hearts
were, even though they sounded learned and
could quote Scripture. Like Satan could.
You bet Jesus was on top of things! Why,
He, the Word, was God.

Although Jesus went everywhere, doing
what He could to alleviate pain and
suffering, many who were helped by Him
never came back to thank Him. But never
once did He undo what good He had done
even to the most ungrateful. His mission was
to work the work of God, which was to seek
and to save all those who needed Him. He
fed the hungry, and healed the sick. He even
made the blind to see, and the lame to walk.
He raised the dead. He never harmed
anyone. He had no interest in leading an
army. There were many around Him who
thought of Him as a possible rebel lord. But
He had no desire of being one. Or of leading
any band of thugs, for that matter. Most of
the zealots were of that ilk and He knew
them through and through. He was a man of

peace and so, He walked away from them.
Yes, He is the Prince of peace. He brought
peace and joy to all who believed in Him.
He even calmed the winds and the waves
when He was in the boat with the disciples
on Galilee the night the storm hit. He, as
the God of Creation showed everybody
with Him that night, His awesome power.
What a Man!

And He is God’s Word, the “Logos,” as
the Apostle John called Him. The Word
made flesh and who came and lived among
us. In the three short years when He
ministered to us, He showed how God
loves us. Those who saw Him, saw the
Father, and knew right away that God is
love, just as Jesus had taught, and that He
was always reaching out to all mankind. He
had reached out to people like Abraham
and to Noah, before him. He is always
looking for good people to fellowship with.
Are you the person He is looking to sup
with?

How unlike the many so-called or self-
styled “reformers” or religious leaders in
the world, our Lord! Indeed, He was just
about the only one who went about “doing
good.” No one that came before or after
was like Him. No one even came close. We
know of the “false Christs” that He warned
His disciples about towards the end of the
three plus years of His ministry on the
earth. Matthew 24:24 tells us that. He said:
“For there shall arise false Christs, and
false prophets…”. Is not one of these the
cause of so many of the world’s problems
now with all the murderous lies that he had
promulgated? It stands to reason then, that
this false Christ would be advancing his
false gospel, a gospel that is totally
antithetical to that of Christ’s, which is
love. Therefore the unmitigated hatred the
followers of this false Christ are spewing
on us all lately.

Yet, it is interesting that even these who
would kill without pity are not able to
destroy Him or His Good Book.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(June 8 – 14, 2009)

MON–FRI Church Camp at Mersing
FRI 8.00 pm No Prayer Meeting
SAT 3.30 pm No YPF Meeting
SUN 9.00 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)
(Rev Hien Nguyen)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Church Camp 2009 (June 8-12) at Resort
Lautan Biru, Mersing. All Campers please
assemble tomorrow morning at FEBC (in front
of FEBC Hall), 9A Gilstead Road at 7.30am.
In view of Church Camp, there will be no Prayer
Meeting and Young People’s Fellowship
Meeting this week.
Combined Youth Conference 2009 (June 25-
27) at Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: “Getting
Real with God: how to live in His presence.”
Speakers: Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew, Pr Dennis
Kabingue & Dr Paul Ferguson. Contact Samuel
Goh at 91817471 for details.
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are recorded
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio CD
($3). You may place your prepaid orders or
collect your orders at the Booktable, 12pm –
12.30pm.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan
Opening Hymn No. 95
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 80
Hymn No. 164
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 351
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan
Scripture Text John 10:11-16, 27-29
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Sermon Good Shepherd of His Sheep

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn O Come BACK to the Lord…
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

The Loss and Gain to the
Cause of Christ

Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew
(From the Elder’s Page of Calvary Pandan

BPC’s Weekly, 3 May 2009)

The passing of Rev (Dr) Timothy Tow,
God’s faithful servant, is a loss and a gain to the
Cause of Christ. Rev Tow’s life had impacted
many lives beyond the shores of Singapore. His
work for the LORD was not carnal (i.e. of this
earth) but eternal. Therefore, the impact of his
life upon others must be measured spiritually
and not materially.

The home-going of Rev Tow has left a
vacuum and is a great loss to all who remain
behind. We have lost a godly witness.
Christians today are more carnal than spiritual.
The tragedy is that they are comfortable to
remain in this state of carnality because
others who profess to be Christians reflect a
life of carnality that is worse than theirs. This
delusion has caused many Christians to languish

in sin and they euphemistically call it
“a way of life.” Their conscience is
easily silenced. The prompting of the
Holy Spirit is conveniently pushed to
the back of their minds. Rev Tow
knew how to abound and how to
abase. He lived as he preached and
taught God’s perfect Word. His godly
witness reminds the Christian that,
“man shall not live by bread alone
but by every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of God.”

We have lost a servant with a
tender heart. Rev Tow had his fair
share of enemies, some from without
and many from within. There are
those who rejoice in his passing, just
as there were those who rejoiced in
the death of the LORD Jesus Christ
when He was crucified, who have
taken advantage of Rev Tow’s tender
heart, believing that his meekness was
weakness. But Rev Tow’s Calvinistic
understanding of the sovereignty of
God prevailed over and over again in
his perspective and evaluation of life.
“There are no accidents in a
believer’s life” is a truth Rev Tow
drummed into the hearts of his
students. Rev Tow’s tender heart
caused him to think well of others and
to give them the benefit of the doubt.
He often held back his condemnation
of many who deserved immediate
condemnation that they might have
time to repent and change.

We have lost a warrior with a
lion’s heart. Rev Tow was a

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: $9,172
Fellowships’ Collections: YPF $159.40
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200,
$80; Dn Lok Kwok Wah $500; BCEA Kenya
$5,000; BCEA Tanzania $5,000, $500; Berean
BPC $50; Myanmar Orphanage $500; Charlotte
Yap $50; FEBC Bookroom $283; FEBC
Scholarship $400; FEBC $10,000, $500, $50
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$32,444.40
Church Building Fund $800, $600, $600, $200
Total: S$883,681.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $281.00

Verse for the Week: The heart of the prudent
getteth knowledge; and the ear of the wise seeketh
knowledge. Prov 18:15

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2
Kings under Eld Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am. All
are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.
Special video lectures on the doctrine and defence
of the Bible at the Adults’ Sunday School on June
14 and 21, 2009, 9am, RELC Auditorium. Lectures
by Dr Dell Johnson of Pensacola Christian College.
Please come on time (nb: 9 and not usual 9.15am)!
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo will be away teaching in
BCEA Kenya from June 15-29, 09.

FEBC’s 34th Graduation Service
in Convocation at Calvary Pandan BPC, May 10, 2009



persevering fighter. He was not afraid to
stand alone as the Billy Graham incident
in the 1970s revealed. He knew of the
compromises of Billy Graham before his
fellow ministers did. They did not believe
him when he told them of Billy Graham’s
falling away. Apostasy in its infancy is very
difficult to see, unless one is close to the
LORD. Rev Tow stood firm and would not
flinch! The inroads of the younger ministers’
attempt to replace the KJV with the NIV,
the rejection of the doctrine of biblical
separation, and the acceptance of tongues-
speaking were some of the doctrinal battles
Rev Tow had to contend with. But none is
more deadly than the latest attack on
the perfect Word of God as encapsulated
in the doctrine of VPP (verbal plenary
preservation) of the Holy Scriptures. The
attack began from without but soon crept
within. The battle was fierce and no B-P
church was left unscathed. Those who
defended the doctrine of VPP, including Rev
Tow, were castigated as teaching a heresy.
Truth is stranger than fiction—Christians
have been denounced as heretics for
believing that the Bible that they hold in
their hands is perfect and without mistakes!
Rev Tow did not waver from his resolute
stand, no matter how he was barraged and
harassed by men half his age and whom he
once regarded as his spiritual children. This
was the heart of a warrior. It was all for
Christ or not at all!

We have lost a very wise counsellor.
Rev Tow’s wisdom was evident in his ability
to hit the nail on the head whenever he
counselled. A student had enrolled into
FEBC full of confidence in his stand against
the doctrine of infant baptism. He was
challenged by Rev Tow to supply biblical
evidence to support paedo-baptism. Instead
of debating with the student in class, Rev
Tow simply directed the student to read
certain books. The student had to sit down
and be quiet. That student searched the

Scriptures with the help of the books that
Rev Tow highlighted, and is now a staunch
defender of paedo-baptism! The clear and
decisive counsel which Rev Tow gave
helped direct many toward God.

We have lost a writer, a humble
preacher and teacher of God’s Word.
Rev Tow’s penmanship was crisp and
succinct. He chose his words well.
The teachings he gleaned from his
interpretation of God’s Word have left
behind a treasure trove to help Christians
understand God’s Truth better and know
how to apply them.

The “gain” from Rev Tow’s life to all
who remain behind is greater than the
“loss”. Mankind goes the way of death.
This is the reality of the journey of life on
this earth because of sin. The moment we
come into this world, we are preparing for
death. Every day that passes is a day closer
to our death day. This is not meant to be
morbid but to cause us to take stock of
our own lives in relation to the Day of
Judgement before our Creator. This is
why the Bible declares in Ecclesiastes 7:1,
“A good name is better than precious
ointment; and the day of death than the
day of one’s birth.” The gain is thankfully
not in terms of bricks and mortar, for these
will soon pass away when the LORD
returns to destroy this sin-sick world by
fire. The world leaves behind its legacy of
stones and monuments. But Rev Tow has
left behind a legacy of spiritual blessings,
least of which was a life of exemplary
conduct rarely seen today.

Rev Tow was called by the LORD into
service when most of us were not even
born. His obedience came out of the deaths
of his mother and daughter. The call was
genuine as reflected by his life of devotion
and service to the LORD Jesus Christ. In
the course of his life of service the LORD
used him to found the B-P movement and
the Far Eastern Bible College. Through the

B-P movement, the 20th Century Movement
(which is to earnestly contend for the faith)
spread to Australia, Canada, China, Africa,
India, Sri Lanka and South East Asia. The
“battles” Rev Tow fought were many. Those
fought with the enemies within were much
more painful and difficult to fight. He had
fought for the doctrine of biblical separation
when the Singapore B-P Movement was
born in 1950. His final battle was for the
Bible. This final battle was triumphantly
won because he did not flinch or
compromise even when his beloved Life
BPC was at stake. It was a choice of being
loyal to Christ or to a local church that the
LORD used Rev Tow to found. His LORD
Jesus Christ must be first. When a church
attacks the perfect Word of God by believing
that it has mistakes, it is as good as attacking
Christ, for Christ is the living Word and
the Bible is the written Word. Rev Tow had
to separate from such attackers of God’s
perfect Word. It was the Abraham-Isaac
principle in action! The LORD had laid upon
his heart to found True Life BPC at the age
of 83 years. Rev Tow fought to the very end
of his life faithfully.

The Singapore B-P Movement was Rev
Tow and Rev Tow was the Singapore B-P
Movement. His one life of obedience has
brought truths and blessings to all who have
known him personally, and through his
students as well. Sadly, some have
facetiously said that “Rev Tow began well
but did not end well”. Either these people
did not know Rev Tow at all or they merely
accessed him according to their own carnal
standards. God’s truth has warned that evil
men are blinded by lusts and “having a form
of godliness, but denying the power thereof:
from such turn away…. Ever learning, and
never able to come to the knowledge of the
truth.” 2 Timothy 3:5-7. God has warned
His children that such people will arise in
the last days before the LORD’s return.

There is only one life to live, and only

what is done for Christ will last. Will
these words from Revelation 14:13 be
applicable to us all, “And I heard a voice
from heaven saying unto me, Write,
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord
from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that
they may rest from their labours; and their
works do follow them.” They should, if we
are Christians … obedient Christians that
is.

Condolences from the President
of Foundations Bible College

To The Esteemed Dr. Jeffrey Khoo:

In behalf of Foundations Bible College
and Theological Seminary and its
ministries I wanted to write and express
our deepest condolences to you, your
family, and to the Far Eastern Bible
College in the passing away of Dr.
Timothy Tow. He was of a generation
that was exacting in the Word of God as
well as in the living of its principles. The
investment of our prayers in his behalf
can now cease as he has gone to be
with his Beloved Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ. Please be assured of our prayers
in your behalf as well as for the family
members in their bereavement. We also
pray that God will enable you in the
divine task that will increase due to
Dr. Tow’s home going and in the
responsibilities that will now fall upon
you in the providence of God.

May Dr. Tow’s memory continue to
inspire and encourage the remnant in
Singapore and around the world to ever be
faithful to the Word of God in these dark
and difficult days of the falling away.

Remembering You in Prayer,
In His Majesty’s Service,

Dr. H. T. Spence, President
Foundations Bible College and Ministries
Dunn NC 28335-1166, USA
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(June 15 – 21, 2009) 

FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN     9.00 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am  Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Filipina Bible Study 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)  
 

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat, June 20, 09 at 3.30pm. Venue: 
Berean BPC, 48A Foch Road. For transport, 
please meet at FEBC at 2.50pm or at Lavender 
MRT at 3.10pm. Program: A Video on “The 
Age of the Earth” by Dr Kent Hovind. Contact 
Herbert at 94377715 for details. 
Combined Youth Conference 2009 (June 
25-27) at Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: 
“Getting Real with God: how to live in His 
presence.” Speakers: Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew, 
Pr Dennis Kabingue & Dr Paul Ferguson. 
Contact Samuel Goh at 91817471 for details. 
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No. 235 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 143 
Hymn        No. 240 
Announcements 
Special Number Church Camp Children 
Offering & Hymn No. 244 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo  
Scripture Text              Eph 5:18-20 
Sermon                         Be Filled with the Spirit 
 (Rev Hien Nguyen) 
Closing Hymn No. 266 (Lord’s Supper) 
Benediction  Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

Giving Thanks Always 
Rev Hien Nguyen  

(Pastor, Brisbane Bible-Presbyterian Church) 
Text: Ephesians 5:20 

We are usually thankful to those who have been 
kind to us or have helped us, but sometimes we fail 
to do this to our parents, who have lovingly cared 
for us and willingly given us what they have, both 
spiritual and physical blessings. Sadly, sometimes 
we also take our heavenly Father’s grace and love 
for granted and fail to give thanks to Him all the 
time as He expects and commands us to do! 

Thankfulness or gratitude to our God the Father 
and to our Lord Jesus Christ from the heart is the 
fruit of a born-again Christian, “By him therefore 
let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving 
thanks to his name” (Heb 13:15). The unbelievers 
who deny God only see themselves and think that 
what they have or what they have achieved is by 
their own strength, efforts, ability, or cleverness. 
They fail to see that if God does not give them 
breath of life, good health, skills and good 

opportunities, they cannot do anything.
The wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men because they
did not glorify God, “neither were
thankful” to Him, neither worshipped
Him the Creator (Rom 1:18-21, 25)
although He is kind to them (Luke
6:35), making His sun to rise on the evil
and on the good, and sending rain on
the just and on the unjust (Matt 5:45).
The professing Christians who are not
born again may give thanks to God but
with their boastful lips, trusting in their
good works and despising others like
the Pharisee who stood praying, “God,
I thank thee, that I am not as other men
are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or
even as this publican (tax-collector). I
fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all
that I possess” (Luke 18:11-12). His
proud prayer was rejected while the
tax-collector’s accepted because it was
humble, sincere, and repentant before
God, pleading for His mercy. How
about you and me? Do we always give
thanks to God the Father and our Lord
Jesus Christ in all things and for all
things? And Why? 

God Commands Us to Give 
Thanks to Him Always 

Our Lord Jesus healed the ten lepers
by the word from His mouth when they
cried unto Him, “Jesus, Master, have
mercy on us” (Luke 17:12-19), and our
Lord was disappointed when only one
of them, a Samaritan, came back, and
“fell down on his face at his feet, giving
him (Jesus) thanks” (Luke 17:16). Jesus
asked, “Were there not ten cleansed?

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: $10,434  
Fellowships’ Collections: LF $249 
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200, 
$80; Berean BPC $50; Sim Swee Ho $152 (YPF); 
FEBC $600, $400, $50    
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
$12,215 
Church Building Fund $200, $100, $65 Total: 
S$884,046.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $312.00 
Verse for the Week: A man’s gift maketh room for 
him, and bringeth him before great men. Prov 18:16 
Special video lectures (Part 2) on the doctrine 
and defence of the Bible at the Adults’ Sunday 
School will be held next Lord’s Day, June 21, 
2009, 9am, RELC Auditorium. Lectures by Dr 
Dell Johnson of Pensacola Christian College. 
Please come on time (nb: 9 and not usual 
9.15am)! 
Latest Issue of Burning Bush, July 2009 
available at the Book Table. Please help yourself 
to a copy. 
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo will be away teaching in 
BCEA Kenya from June 15-29, 09. 

Brisbane Bible-Presbyterian Church, April 19, 2009 
Eld Dr Boaz Boon preached on “Be a ‘Barnabas’” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

but where are the nine? There are not found
that returned to give glory to God, save this
stranger.” Then, giving thanks to God is
giving glory to Him. When others praise us, we
shall give all glory to our God by our thanks to
Him, “I really thank God for His grace and
mercy.” 

God is our Creator and Giver of life and all
the blessings, so it is our proper duty to give
thanks and praise to Him. Moreover, it is
God’s will and commandment for us to give
thanks to Him always in everything and for all
things in our Lord Jesus’ name, “In every thing
give thanks (keep on giving thanks): for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning
you” (1 Thess 5:18), and “Giving thanks
always for all things unto God and the Father
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph
5:20), and “thank we God without ceasing” (1
Thess 2:13), and “O LORD my God, I will give
thanks unto thee for ever” (Ps 30:12). It is not
easy for you and me to give thanks to God in
our failures, illness, difficulties, or trials of life.
If you and I still give thanks to God without
any complaint or murmur when we fall sick,
lose our jobs, miss a good opportunity, have an
accident, or suffer opposition and persecutions
for our faith in God and in His Word, we do
please God and glorify Him because it is God’s
will and commandment for us to do so. Then
how can you and I do that? It is by God’s grace
and strength. 

Thank God for His Grace and Mercy 
and His Salvation in Christ 

The more we acknowledge our spiritual
blindness, helplessness, and hopelessness
under the bondage of sin and Satan as well as
our eternal punishment in Hell, the more we
give thanks to God for His grace, love and
mercy, delivering us from the power of
darkness of Satan and giving us His salvation
in Christ, “Giving thanks unto the Father,
which hath made us meet to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in light” (Col
1:12),  and “To open their eyes, and to turn
them from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God, that they may
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance

among them which are sanctified by faith that
is in me” (Acts 26:18). God has even given us
faith to believe in Him and our Lord Jesus
Christ (Eph 2:8)! Truly, “O give thanks unto
the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy
endureth for ever” (Ps 136:1). 

Thank God for His Gifts and  
Spiritual Blessings 

We must give thanks to God for having
created us, chosen us, drawn us to Himself,
revealed Himself and His Son Jesus Christ to
us, saved us and blessed us “with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ” (Eph
1:3). When someone kindly gives us a gift, we
usually thank that person for his or her
kindness. How about our heavenly Father?
God has given us His only begotten Son, who
humbly died for our sins and gloriously rose
again for our salvation (John 3:16; Rom 4:25).
God has given us the Holy Spirit, who convicts
us of our sins, regenerates us, sanctifies us,
guides us, reveals the truth to us, comforts us,
teaches us, strengthens us, helps us, and calls
us to His service (John 3:5; 16:8-11,13-14;
Rom 8:14, 26; 15:16; Acts 13:2, 4). God has
even given us grace and faith to enjoy His
salvation in Christ, “For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God” (Eph 2:8). And God has
given us His perfectly inspired and perfectly
preserved Word so that our knowledge of God
and our faith in Him are built on a sure and
firm foundation (2 Tim 3:16-17; Ps 12:6-7).
Truly, “Every good gift and every perfect gift
is from above, and cometh down from the
Father of lights, with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning” (James 1:17). Shall
you and I not give thanks to our heavenly
Father for all His perfect gifts? 

It is always good for you and me to
meditate on God’s spiritual blessings in
Ephesians chapter 1 so that we may be always
thankful to the Lord our God: God “hath
chosen us in him (Christ) before the foundation
of the world, that we should be holy and
without blame before him in love” (v 4), and
“predestinated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to himself… made us

accepted in the beloved” (vv 5-6), and
redeemed us through Jesus’ blood, the
forgiveness of sins (v 7), and “abounded
toward us in all wisdom and prudence” (v 8),
and “made known unto us the mystery of his
will” (v 9), and given us His inheritance (v
11), and sealed us with the Holy Spirit (v 13-
14), and so forth. Thanks and praise be to the
Lord our God for ever! 

Thank God for His Sovereignty, 
Guidance and Loving Care 

How can we always give thanks to God in
everything for all things? It is because our God
the Father is the almighty and most high God,
who is always in control and who truly loves
us, cares for us and is able to make all things
work together for good unto us (Rom 8:28).
Nothing happening to us is by accident without
our loving Father’s permission (Matt 10:29-
31). A brother who had missed an express
coach later gave thanks to God for preserving
him from a fatal accident to those who were on
that coach. When you and I recall what God
has done in our lives, we then shall give thanks
to God for His sovereignty, guidance and
loving care. I must give thanks to God for
bringing me back to Himself from my
backsliding through my failure in the entrance
examination to a junior high school when I was
eleven years old. I must give thanks to God for
helping me see my frail and brief life on earth
through my serious illness when I was
seventeen years old and thus moving me to
dedicate my life to live for Him. I must give
thanks to God for His gracious work of
regeneration and sanctification in my life,
making me thirst for Him and His Word when
I was nineteen years old. I must give thanks to
God for taking care of me and preserving me
over the years and for seeing me through
all the temptations, difficulties, trials, and
challenges. I must thank God for guiding me
from the Trinity Theological College to the
Far Eastern Bible College to enjoy a sound
teaching and training based on His perfectly
inspired and perfectly preserved Word. I must
thank God for blessing my humble ministry
here in Brisbane with the kind prayers and

support from True Life BPC in Singapore and
for bringing faithful brethren like you to our
midst. I must thank God for providing our
family a better place to stay after suffering
from the harassment from a harsh neighbour
at our previous place, and so forth. I believe
that you will also give thanks to God the
Father when you recall what He has done in
your lives, your studies, your careers and your
families. Our God the Father and our Saviour
Jesus Christ are still the same yesterday, today
and for ever. He is still in control. He still
loves you and me and is still taking good care
of us. Then, we should not be worried about
and frightened at what may happen to us
tomorrow in the current economic recession,
but let us seek our God first and trust in His
loving care, “for your heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need of all these things.
But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you” (Matt 6:32-33) and “My
Father, which gave them me, is greater than
all; and no man is able to pluck them out of
my Father’s hand” (John 10:29).  

Conclusion 
Dear friends, many Christians may still

live in worries, fears and misery without peace
and joy in their troubles, difficulties and trials
of life. Our God the Father still loves and
cares for His dear children, and He is still in
control. God and His Word are still the same,
and He expects and commands you and me to
give thanks to Him in all things for all things
in our Lord Jesus’ name. May God help you
and me always remember His grace, mercy,
His perfect gifts, His gracious work of
regeneration and sanctification, His guidance,
protection, and loving care in our lives so that
we may keep on trusting in Him and giving
thanks to Him in all situations. Our life on
earth is short, the testing or trial is only for a
while, and our Lord Jesus Christ is coming
back soon. Let us honour our almighty,
merciful, gracious and faithful God by making
use of time and opportunities to give thanks to
Him. In doing so, we are giving God the
glory. Amen. 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(June 22 – 28, 2009) 

THU–SAT Combined Youth Conference 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am  Worship (Dr S H Tow) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)  
 2.30 pm Evangelism 
Combined Youth Conference 2009 will be 
held this week from June 25-27, Thu–Sat, at 
Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: “Getting Real 
with God: how to live in His presence.” 
Speakers: Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew, Pr Dennis 
Kabingue & Dr Paul Ferguson. Contact 
Samuel Goh at 91817471 for details. 
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting this 
Sat, June 27, 09 at Mr and Mrs Tay Bee 
Heng’s home, Blk 526 Serangoon North Ave 
4, #02-110, 5.30pm. Tel: 92302728. Message: 
“Pray with Hope” by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew. 
Contact Ng Choon Seng at 97669005 for 
details. 
2009 Church Camp messages are available 
for sale in DVD Video ($10) and MP3 Audio 
CD ($3 without photos and $5 with photos). 
You may place your prepaid orders at the 
Booktable, 12pm – 12.30pm. 
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Opening Hymn No. 47 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Josh 24:14-31 
Hymn        No. 471 
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn Each Step of the Way 
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee  
Scripture Text              1 Thess 5:16-18 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew 
Sermon                         Pray Without Ceasing! 
 (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
Closing Hymn No. 358     
Benediction  Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew 

True Life Church Camp 2009 
A Report by Dn Leong Kwok Whye 

(Campmaster) 

Rev Dr Das Koshy, Camp Speaker 

The True Life B-P Church Camp was held from 
8th to 12th June at Resort Lautan Biru with 127 
campers. Rev Dr Das Koshy spoke with deep 
conviction and passion as he delivered 6 Biblical 
messages on the theme, “Family Life in Christ.” 
These messages covered “God’s Plan for 

Marriage” (Matt 19:3-9), “Wife’s Role”
(Eph 5:22-24), “Husband’s Role” (Eph
5:23-33), “Parent-Child Relationship”
(Eph 6:1-4), “Building the Family with
the Lord” (Pss 127-128) and “Serving
the Lord as a Family” (1 Cor 16:15).
Rev Koshy shared some of his pastoral
experiences to illustrate God’s Word
and the critical need to abide with
God’s plan for the family. He explained
that disobedience to God’s Word is the
root cause of many of our family
problems. We will be greatly blessed if
we faithfully apply God’s Word in our
family life (Jas 1:22, 25). 

Rev Nguyen Gia Hien, Rev Park
Seungkyu and Rev Errol Stone also
gave of their best in morning devotion
messages. Rev Nguyen encouraged us
with his message, “God Is the Strength
of My Heart and My Portion” (Ps
73:25-28), Rev Park spoke on the topic,
“The Church Compared to a Family”
(Gal 6:10, Eph 2:19), and Rev Stone
preached on “The Church as the Bride
of Christ” (2 Cor 11:2-3). We thank
Rev Lee Kim Shong, pastor of Calvary
Jaya, for being with us at the camp also. 

 
“The statutes of the Lord are right, 

rejoicing the heart” 

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: S$13,528 
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo S$200, 
S$80; Rev Errol Stone S$100; Rev Koshy S$400; 
Berean BPC S$50; Faith Presbyterian Church 
S$100; Myanmar Orphanage S$500; Mrs Anne 
Clements S$200; Degu (FEBC) S$100; FEBC 
Students S$600; Sim Swee Ho S$200; Wendy Teng 
S$200; FEBC S$500, S$400, S$200, S$100, S$50; 
Rev Hien S$200, S$100, AUD50  
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
S$17,808; AUD50 
Church Building Fund $500 Total: S$884,546.27; 
USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $7.00 
Verse for the Week: He that is first in his own 
cause seemeth just; but his neighbour cometh and 
searcheth him. Prov 18:17 
Adults’ Sunday School Class will resume studying 
2 Kings under Eld Joseph next Lord’s Day, June 28, 
09, 9.15am – 10.15am. All are welcome. Lessons 
are downloadable from www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday 
School.htm. 
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats 
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon, June 28, 
09 at Bukit Panjang. For details, please contact Dn 
Charles Kan at 98310468. 
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be held 
on July 3, 09 (Fri) at 8pm in the home of Mr and 
Mrs Tay Bee Heng. Address: Blk 526 Serangoon 
North Ave 4, #02-110. Tel: 92302728. 
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo is away teaching in BCEA 
Kenya from June 15-29, 09. 

True Life B-P Church Camp 2009, Resort Lautan Biru, Mersing 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The children (from Nursery to Primary 6)
were taught faithful lessons from Biblical
characters and missionary stories. They also
learned the beautiful songs for their praise
items. Praise God for faithful teachers.  

 
“Jesus Loves the Little Children” 

We also had a Questions and Answers
session called “Since You Asked.” Camper
submitted many good questions which took
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo and Rev Dr Koshy 1 hour
and 45 minutes to answer. It was an exciting
session as God’s words were faithfully taught
and applied. 

Ten persons spontaneously gave their
testimony of God’s goodness and spiritual
blessing during the thanksgiving session. Many
more would have spoken for the Lord if there
were no time constraints. The Young People’s
Fellowship and the children each presented a
praise item to the Lord. Deborah Mae, Judith
D’Silva and Mrs Jemima Khoo presented
Hymn Stories which gave a brief biographical
background of famous hymn writers. Truly,
God had blessed many of us with His
wonderful words of Life. All praise and thanks
be unto God for His grace and mercy. 

Nine campers were interviewed (4 campers
below 12 years old, 3 campers 12–18 years
old, and 2 campers 18 and above) to get a
glimpse of their church camp experience.
Below are the answers from the campers. 
1. What have you learned from this camp?  

   Purpose of marriage, importance of
family unity, roles of wife, husband,
children. (Bernice) 

   Purpose and God’s plan for marriage; to
seek God first in all that I do. (Jacelyn) 

   I have learned more about what God
wants for the family and have also learnt
what values embodies a good wife. Most
importantly, I have also learned to be a
respectful and God-honouring child.
(Michelle) 

   I have learned more about family life
in Christ; how important it is to serve
the Lord and depend on Him
wholeheartedly as a family. Also I have
learned the roles both of the husband
and the wife in building the family.
(May Ann) 

   Pray more; be closer to God; don’t be
like King Saul; be humble. (children in
Jenny Kan’s class) 

2. What are the blessings received?  
   Hearing the timely and apt messages

which prepare us to build a family in the
future. (Bernice) 

   Thank God for experiencing God being
very near me, even in seeing me through
my sickness. (Jacelyn) 

   God has blessed me with safety and
protection as well as the willpower and
the drive to study for my upcoming
prelims and O levels. (Michelle) 

   Thank God for safety and protection, as
well as good daily quiet times. (May
Ann) 

   Good weather; good food; safety in
travel; comfort in resort. (children in
Jenny Kan’s class) 

3.   How will you apply the spiritual lessons?
   Try to build a godly and spiritually

strong family, manage family well in
future. (Bernice) 

   Wait upon God and seek him to know
His will for me in my life. (Jacelyn) 

   I would be more respectful to my parents
and honour my parents. I would also be
obedient to them and take initiative to do
things that please them. (Michelle) 

   Remember to depend on Him in all that I
do as well as be a good, respectful child
in order to be a blessing to my family.
(May Ann) 

   Pray more often; humility in life; change
of attitude e.g. do not be jealous, be

more patient. (children in Jenny Kan’s
class) 

In addition, a number of campers served
the Lord in the background with their hands
and hearts. These faithful groups of campers
helped with the physical and accommodation
arrangements, provided audio-visual, transport,
medical, photography, and financial services,
served the meals, kept the place clean, watched
over the well being of others and gave words
of encouragement. Thank God for each and
every helper and the camp committee
members. “Behold, how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity” (Ps 133:1)! 

Makan Fellowship 

The campers relaxed on Tuesday afternoon
with some beach games and on Wednesday

afternoon we had lunch at a kelong. There
were also ample opportunities for the campers
to have some healthy exercise. 

 
Games at Air Papan Beach 

Thank God also for providing Resort
Lautan Biru for our use. Thank God for
giving our late Pastor—Rev Dr Timothy
Tow—the vision to built up this place for
church camp and fellowship use. It is most
conducive for our purpose. Thank God also
for Mr Raymond Tan, the Resort Manager,
who had given his best service to the Lord.  

For many campers, the best thing to do on
the final night was to have a durian feast.
Thank God for His bountiful provisions.  

Truly, God is very good and gracious unto
us. May we always serve Him faithfully.
Amen.  

 

 

Morning Worship at Meeting Hall 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jun 29 – Jul 5, 2009)

TUE 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Dennis Kwok)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2
Kings under Eld Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Ladies Fellowship Meeting this Wed, July 1, 09
at RELC, Level 6, Newton Room (Room 601),
7.45pm. Message: “He That Overcometh—
Doctrine of Satan” by Pr Dennis Kabingue. All
are welcome. Contact Judith at 96729973 for
details.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting this Fri,
July 3, 09 at 8pm in the home of Mr and Mrs Tay
Bee Heng. Address: Blk 526 Serangoon North
Ave 4, #02-110. Tel: 92302728.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat,
July 4, 09 at 3.30pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 48A
Foch Road. For transport, please meet at FEBC at
2.50pm or at Lavender MRT at 3.10pm. Message:
“Life of Paul as a Disciple & Soldier of Christ”
by Dr Paul Ferguson. Contact Herbert at
94377715 for details.
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo is away teaching in BCEA
Kenya from June 15-29, 09.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Eld J T Joseph
Opening Hymn No. 95
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 57
Hymn No. 112
Announcements
Special Number Small Group Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 101
Offertory Prayer Eld J T Joseph
Scripture Text Ps 119:89-112
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow
Sermon How Do You Read Your

Bible?
(Dr S H Tow)

Closing Hymn No. 255
Benediction Dr S H Tow

Mersing Thanksgiving and
Testimonies

(Reflections on True Life BPC Family Camp at
Resort Lautan Biru, Mersing, June 8-12, 2009)

Praise God for a blessed time of family
fellowship of God’s ordained camp venue at
Lautan Biru, Mersing. All glory to God for the
camp speaker—Rev Dr Das Koshy—and his
family being present and for the God-honouring,
challenging and encouraging messages on “Family
Life in Christ.” As the family is being attacked so
much these days, it was a needful theme. Praise
God also for His preservation of True Life BPC
Singapore and the six pastors present from six
different cultural backgrounds. Hebrews 13:15. Rev
Errol Stone

I really thank God for granting our late
founding pastor—Rev Dr Timothy Tow—the
vision and resources to purchase and build the
beautiful Resort Lautan Biru in Mersing for the
spiritual retreat and benefit of God’s people. I also

thank God and True Life BPC for
giving me the privilege to join their
fifth church camp to be nurtured and
refreshed by God’s precious Word
preached by His faithful servants and
for a blessed fellowship with His
people. Rev Hien Nguyen

The Lord answered our many
prayers; the messages were clear and
challenging for those who were
prepared to listen to the Lord. Many
Christians today have a low regard for
God and His Word, and this has created
serious problems for their own family
and the wider family of Christ, the
Church. “But as for me and my house,
we will serve the Lord” (Josh 24:15).
Kwok Whye

A Sporting Eld Koh Kim Song

We are reminded by our devotion
speakers that God is the strength of our
hearts and He is our portion. We who
have a part in the “blood relationship”
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
must treasure the godly heritage which
our beloved late pastor Rev Dr Timothy
Tow had left with us. My prayer for
True Life BPC is that our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ would raise many
more that are like the “house of
Stephanas” (1 Cor 16:15), who are

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: $11,921
Fellowships’ Collections: YPF $95.50
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $150,
$80; Samuel Kwong (FEBC) $100; Wendy Teng
$200; FEBC $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$12,646.50
Church Building Fund $200, $125, $100, $50
Total: S$885,021.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $12.00

Verse for the Week: The lot causeth contentions to
cease, and parteth between the mighty. Prov 18:18

Door-to-door HDB flats evangelism session this
afternoon at Bukit Panjang. Meet at Blk 176
Lompang Road at 2.30pm. For details, contact Dn
Charles Kan at 98310468.

Volunteers Appreciation Lunch for those who
served in the Vacation Bible Adventure will be
held today at 12.15pm, Tang Court Cantonese
Restaurant, RELC.
2009 Church Camp messages are available for
sale in DVD Video ($10) and MP3 Audio CD ($3
without photos and $5 with photos). You may place
your prepaid orders at the Booktable, 12pm –
12.30pm.
We extend our congratulations to Mr and Mrs Lai
Seng Kwoon on the birth of their son, Ethan Lai on
June 17, 09 and to Mr and Mrs Chiang Sie Boo on
the birth of their son, Chiang Jun En, Eliezer on
June 23, 09.

I learned that God is almighty and we
must respect him. We must also repent of
our sins immediately. Benn Tan (11)

I thank God that I can attend this church
camp. I learned about Saul and David and
how we should not let the seed of jealousy
continue in us because of the consequences
of it. I also learned about John Paton and his
ministry in New Hebrides. All praise and
glory to the Lord! Jerald Tan (10)

I thank the Lord for coming to this
camp. I learned not to complain so much. I
hope I can come for next year’s camp. Titus
Ng (10)

In the church camp, I learned to trust in
the Lord even in hard times, and to pray
when trouble comes or thank God for good
things that have happened. If it is God’s
will, I hope to go to the next church camp!
God answers prayers! Charlotte Yerushah
Yap (9)

I like to pray, read the Bible and play in
the morning. Joyce Park (5)

I liked meeting new friends, singing new
songs and learning about Jesus. Jayden Willis
Stone (4)

“I will make you fishers of men” (Matt 4:19)



likewise addicted to the ministry of the saints.
Charles Kan

Praise and thank our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ for His wonderful and marvellous
grace and mercy towards us and the blessings
bestowed on us. Thank the Lord for the theme
messages by Rev Das Koshy which put all of
us in the right places, fearing God, first and
foremost and He will give us wisdom to be a
family that glorifies His holy name. Thank the
Lord for the lessons for the children which
prayerfully instil in their young hearts and
minds to put God first in their lives and trust
only in Him, fearing God and not man. Jenny
Kan

I thank God for yet another opportunity to
attend the Church Camp. The messages on the
roles of each family member were instructive
and timely reminders. Rev Koshy was very
frank and did not hesitate to share with us his
personal family experiences and struggles as a
father. One thing that I have learned is that as a
father, it is my duty as God’s appointed leader
in the family to be more involved in my
children’s activities, to teach and influence
them; otherwise they will be influenced by
their friends and the world. Beng Lee

Beach Soccer with Dn Tan Beng Lee

Thank God for blessing us with safety,
good weather, sumptuous meals and a
wonderful time together with fellow
believers. I was particularly challenged by
the verses 1 Corinthians 16:15-16 Rev Koshy
mentioned in his last message, that as a family,
we should be like that of Stephanas’, addicted
to the ministry of the saints and submitting
ourselves to such that labour in the

church. The testimony session was most
uplifting. Praise God! Chew Ying

What impacted me the most was one of
the questions answered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo
during the “Since You Asked” session. I have
always thought that one who serves the Lord
must be musically inclined or have lots of
biblical knowledge. But I now realise that
attending worship service, prayer meeting,
Sunday school, Adults’ Fellowship and
FEBC night classes are also ways of serving
the Lord. More importantly, our service must
be accepted by the Lord, our heart and mind
must be right. May I continue to serve the
Lord and be a doer of His words. J Goh

Nasi Lemak Fellowship

What has “Family Life in Christ” got to
do with me? So I thought. But God’s Word is
for everyone. And even though I am not
married, with no family of my own, I am part
of the family of Christ. And it is good that I
be instructed in the whole counsel of God,
and to know how to “submit to be co-helpers
and co-labourers” in service to the Lord. This
message was for singles as much as it was for
families. Thank God for bringing me to the
church camp. Judith

Before I came to the camp, I was praying
if I should take up a full-time job if offered
one. I thank God for answering my prayer.
Through the messages, God has helped me
understand that being a homemaker is God’s
will for a mother. When we obey Him, He
will give me godly children. Without godly
children, who can serve God and continue to
defend our faith? So, being a homemaker is a
noble and honourable service to God. I thank

God for the faithful exposition of His words by
His servants. Sok Sin

I thank and praise God for giving me
this opportunity to experience God’s extended
family in the Resort Lautan Biru. The spiritual
food dispensed by the Lord’s messengers was
all God-centred, and the desire of our hearts
and minds must be for God. Thus knowing
this, it gives my heart so much joy and praise
to the Lord. Mary

Camp
Sweet fellowship
God’s Word applied
Family relationships built up
Sleep all afternoon
Eat durian
Refreshed! Anne Clements

From the Children
I thank God for the lessons that Aunty

Jenny and Sister Jocelyn had taught us during
the five days. I have learned many precious
lessons like to be humble and not proud, and
never to be jealous of others. And during the
quiet time, I learned that God has a purpose in
our lives and like Job, we must trust God no
matter what happens. Nakajima Junji (12)

Carrom Enjoyed by Young and Old

I learnt that if we stay close to God, He
will provide for us and also protect us. We
must walk close to God and be faithful to Him
always. We must not feel proud when we do
better than others. When others do better than
us, we must not be jealous but feel happy for
them. We must also learn to love our enemies,
do good to others that hate us, and pray for
those who despitefully use us. We must also

remember that the Lord looks at our heart and
not our outward appearance. I also learnt to
trust the Lord with all my heart and not lean
unto my own understanding. I also enjoyed the
trip to Air Papan Beach and to the Kelong. I
thank the Lord for good weather and journey
mercies. Galvin Seah (12)

I learnt from David that we must always
pray and trust in God, and even if something
is very impossible to overcome, we know that
God can do anything and He can help us. May
Lynn (12)

Boat Trip to Kelong

I have learnt that we must repent of our
sins immediately and should always be happy
with what we have and not take the things we
have for granted. I also learnt about King Saul,
David, and John Paton. I also learnt that God
looks on the heart, unlike men who look on the
outer appearance. I thank God that I can come
to this camp to learn many lessons about God
and other famous Bible people. Lucas Tan (11)

“A wise son maketh a glad father” (Prov 15:20)
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Jul 6 – 12, 2009) 

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm Adults Fellowship 
  Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am  Worship (Lord’s Supper) 
  (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)  
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 
2 Kings under Eld Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am. 
Adults Fellowship Meeting this Sat, July 11, 
09 at Mr and Mrs William Teo’s home, Blk 
835 Woodlands St 83 #12-113, 3.30pm. 
Program: Bible Study on Acts by Rev Dr 
Jeffrey Khoo. Contact William Teo at 
91831150 for details. 
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat, 
July 11, 09 at 3.30pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 
48A Foch Road. For transport, please meet at 
FEBC at 2.50pm or at Lavender MRT at 
3.10pm. Message: “I AM the Bread of Life” 
by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew. Contact Herbert at 
94377715 for details. 
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan 
Opening Hymn No. 55 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 72 
Hymn        No. 142 
Announcements 
Special Number Church Choir 
Offering & Hymn No. 355 
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan  
Scripture Text              1 John 1:1-10 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dennis Kwok 
Sermon                        The Good News Exposed 
  the Bad! 
 (Rev Dennis Kwok) 
Closing Hymn No. 315 
Benediction  Rev Dennis Kwok 

 Good Shepherd of His Sheep 
(A sermon preached by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo at 

True Life BPC on 7 June 2009) 
Text: John 10:11-16, 27-29 

One of the most comforting metaphors in the 
Bible to describe God’s relationship with His 
people is that of a shepherd. The well-known and 
well-loved Psalm 23 captures this metaphor most 
vividly, “The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not 
want” (Ps 23:1). 

The Gospel of John which is often known as 
the Gospel of Love tells us even more about our 
Good Shepherd and identifies Him to be none other 
than our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. How is 
Jesus Christ our Good Shepherd? I can see four 
ways whereby He is our Good Shepherd. 

Giving 
Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd because He 

gave His life for His sheep. Jesus said, “I am the 
good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life 
for the sheep.” (John 10:11). Consider how great 

this sacrifice is for the one who gave
His life was none other than the Creator
Himself (John 1:1-4). Imagine the
Creator suffering for His creatures in
order that they might obtain the joys of
eternal life. Consider how great God’s
love is since He died not for His friends
but for His enemies. Romans 5:6-8
says, “For when we were yet without
strength, in due time Christ died for the
ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous
man will one die: yet peradventure for
a good man some would even dare
to die. But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.” 

It is also important to understand
the uniqueness of this Good Shepherd
for He was not only Shepherd, He was
also Sheep—“the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world.” (John
1:29). No shepherd can become sheep,
but Jesus Christ could. Our God could
become man because He made us in
His image. Do note that when God
became man, He did not cease to be
God. Jesus Christ was both God and
man when He was on earth. The Holy
Shepherd became a sinless Lamb in
order to be the Unique Sacrifice for our
sins. Isaiah 53:4-7 describes this well,
“Surely he hath borne our griefs, and
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem
him stricken, smitten of God, and
afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our
peace was upon him; and with his
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep
have gone astray; we have turned every
one to his own way; and the LORD

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: $15,743.05   
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $100, 
$80; Rev Koshy $1,000; Ethiopia Missions $4,000; 
Yangon Orphanage $500; Sim Swee Ho $500, 
$100; FEBC Bookroom $283; FEBC Scholarship 
$400; FEBC $600, $100, $100, $100, $20 
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
$23,626.05 
Church Building Fund $800, $600 Total: 
S$886,421.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $218.00 
 

Verse for the Week: A brother offended is harder 
to be won than a strong city: and their contentions 
are like the bars of a castle. Prov 18:19 
 

 

Far Eastern Bible College will reopen on Mon, 
July 20, 09 at 9am with a Day of Prayer and 
Registration at Calvary Tengah BPC. FEBC’s Basic 
Theology for Everyone courses will resume with 
The Book of Daniel by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew on 
July 27, 09 (Mon) and The Book of Isaiah by Rev Dr 
Prabhudas Koshy on July 23, 09 (Thu), 7.30pm – 
9.30pm at 9A Gilstead Road. 
Mdm Liang Yin Yoke, beloved mother of sister 
Kuan Tai, was baptised on July 2, 09 based upon her 
confession of faith after the gospel was preached to 
her in Cantonese by Eld Douglas Ho of Tabernacle 
BPC. The baptism was conducted by Rev Jeffrey 
Khoo with Eld Ho assisting.  

 

Baptism of Mdm Liang Yin Yoke by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo on July 2, 2009 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened
not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers
is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.” God
became man—Immanuel, God with us—in
order to bear the penalty of our sins on the
cross.  

Knowing 
The Good Shepherd knows the names of

His sheep. “But he that entereth in by the door
is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter
openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he
calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth
them out. …I am the good shepherd, and know
my sheep” (John 10:2, 3, 11). Our Lord knows
us not generally but personally, individually,
and particularly. When important people
remember us by our names we feel very
honoured; here we have the Lord God Himself
calling us by name, knowing each and every
one of us deeply and intimately. Our friends
who know us might forget us especially when
they do not see us, as the saying goes, “Out of
sight, out of mind.” But not so with the Lord;
we are never out of His sight, and never out of
His mind. Not only does our Lord know our
names, He also knows the number of hairs on
our head. We are very valuable to Him. Jesus
said in Matthew 10:28-31, “And fear not them
which kill the body, but are not able to kill the
soul: but rather fear him which is able to
destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two
sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them
shall not fall on the ground without your
Father. But the very hairs of your head are
all numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of
more value than many sparrows.”  

The Lord knows our every weakness and
our every need. He is a most trustworthy
Shepherd and He knows how to provide for
our every need. That is why in Hebrews 4:14-
16 we read, “Seeing then that we have a great
high priest, that is passed into the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
profession. For we have not an high priest
which cannot be touched with the feeling of
our infirmities; but was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore

come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need.” Do not ever say, the Lord does
not know or understand my needs and my
struggles. He does. Our Good Shepherd became
a sheep too. He feels for us and feels with us,
and He understands, and being sinless He is
powerful to save us from our sins and help us in
time of need. 

Feeding 
The Good Shepherd does not fleece but

feeds His sheep. There are many false
shepherds. The Bible calls them “wolves in
sheep’s clothing.” Our Lord had warned,
“Beware of false prophets, which come to you
in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are
ravening wolves” (Matt 7:15). We need to be
vigilant for they will come to steal and to kill.
The Apostle Peter described them in 2 Peter
2:1-3, “But there were false prophets also
among the people, even as there shall be false
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that
bought them, and bring upon themselves swift
destruction. And many shall follow their
pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way
of truth shall be evil spoken of. And through
covetousness shall they with feigned words
make merchandise (Greek emporeuomai, from
which the English word “emporium” is
derived) of you.” The Apostle Paul warned us,
“they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:
Whose end is destruction, whose God is their
belly [Calvin added, “whose religion is their
kitchen”], and whose glory is in their shame,
who mind earthly things.” (Phil 3:18-19). 

Our Good Shepherd gives us good food.
Psalm 23:2 says, “He maketh me to lie down in
green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still
waters.” A good shepherd will not lead his
sheep to fields of thorns and thistles, but green
and healthy grass for feeding. He will not lead
the sheep to polluted or dangerous but clean
and safe waters to drink. And our God has
provided us indeed with good and healthy food
for our spiritual feeding which is none other
than His Word—the Holy Scriptures. He not
only gave us His Good Word in the beginning,
He kept His Word pure throughout the ages,

even today. Every grain of rice is good and
should not be wasted. Similarly every book,
chapter, verse, word, syllable, and letter of
God’s Word is good, pure, perfect, infallible
and inerrant and should not be despised.
Everything in God’s Word is essential. There
are no non-essentials in the Bible. 

The good sheep will be able to recognise
the voice of the Good Shepherd and will
follow Him and no other. Jesus said, “the
sheep follow him: for they know his voice. And
a stranger will they not follow, but will flee
from him: for they know not the voice of
strangers” (John 10:4-5). Why do you believe
the Bible is 100% perfect without any mistake,
perfectly inspired and perfectly preserved to
the last jot and tittle? Why do you believe
Jesus is born of a virgin, fully God and fully
man without sin? Why do you believe in
the miracles of Christ, His substitionary
atonement, His resurrection from the dead? It
is because you hear and know His Voice of
Truth, and we know His Voice from His
Word—the Holy Scriptures. But there are
those who do not believe, even those who
claim or profess to be sheep. Why? Jesus said,
“ye believe not, because ye are not of my
sheep, as I said unto you. My sheep hear my
voice, and I know them, and they follow me.”
(John 10:26-27). As there are false shepherds,
there are also false sheep—they look like
sheep but are actually goats. Sometimes it is
difficult to tell the sheep from the goats. But
Jesus knows and when He returns He will
separate the two. “When the Son of man shall
come in his glory, and all the holy angels with
him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his
glory: And before him shall be gathered all
nations: and he shall separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from
the goats: And he shall set the sheep on his
right hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall
the King say unto them on his right hand,
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world” (Matt 25:31-33). Are you His
sheep, or are you the goats? We need to
examine ourselves. We know we are His sheep
if we behave like the Good Shepherd.  

In order to discern the good voice of the
Good Shepherd, we need to know well His
Good Word. The more we know the words of
God, the more we will be able to discern the
voice and will of God. So, I would urge you
again to read the Bible, study it, memorise it,
apply it, know all its doctrines and you will
find yourself more and more in tune with God,
knowing His heart and mind, and able to tell
truth from error, right from wrong, good from
evil. As Christians, we ought never to remain
as babes in Christ, but grow to become spiritual
adults who are skilled in the deep things of God
as taught in His Word. Hebrews 5:13-14 tells
us that “every one that useth milk is unskilful in
the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But
strong meat belongeth to them that are of full
age, even those who by reason of use have their
senses exercised to discern both good and
evil.”  

Keeping 
Our Good Shepherd protects and preserves

His sheep from harm and danger. He will make
sure that they will finally arrive safe home
which is heaven itself.  They will never be lost,
and will never lose their way in their pilgrim
journey on earth. Jesus said in no uncertain
terms, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know
them, and they follow me: And I give unto them
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My
Father, which gave them me, is greater than
all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my
Father’s hand.” (John 10:27-29). That is why
once a sinner becomes a sheep of God, he will
remain a sheep forever. He will not change
back to become a goat. Today, you have people
who are born male but they want to become
female, so they go for a sex-change. Nothing of
this sort can happen to a believer who is truly
born again. A sheep is a sheep for life and the
Good Shepherd will make sure of it. The sheep
will also have no desire to be a goat. He will
follow the Good Shepherd, and the Good
Shepherd promises His sheep eternal security.
No one, not even the devil, is able to tear them
away from God’s almighty hand. Is anyone
more powerful than the Lord? There is none!  

Are you His sheep?  
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jul 13 – 19, 2009)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Stephen Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Adults’ Sunday School Class on Colossians by
Joshua Yong will commence next Lord’s Day,
July 19, 09, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat,
July 18, 09 at 3.30pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 48A
Foch Road. For transport, please meet at FEBC at
2.50pm or at Lavender MRT at 3.10pm. Message:
“Coping with Discouragement in Service” by Rev
Dennis Kwok. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.
VBA 2009 Follow-Up. Volunteers and overseers
needed to form a team to deploy our van in
providing transport for VBA children (new
contacts) to our Sunday School. We should try to
fetch these children to RELC and send them back
after church. Please give your names to Wendy
Teng (Tel: 62541287/94754067).
Vacation Bible School 2010. Session has
appointed Eld Joseph and Mrs Jenny Kan as
advisors to the new committee which will plan
for next year’s VBS.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 333
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 91
Hymn No. 188
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 309
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Matt 28:18-20
Sermon The Church a Missions

Society and a Bible
Institute
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

Closing Hymn No. 201
(Lord’s Supper)

Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

The Singapore-Africa Partnership
in the Bible College Movement

Jeffrey Khoo

Since 2001, the Far Eastern Bible College
(FEBC) in cooperation with the Bible College
of East Africa (BCEA) has offered a programme
leading to the Bachelor of Ministry (BMin) degree
to qualified students/graduates of the latter. FEBC
lecturers visit BCEA twice annually to teach the
BMin courses at BCEA.

Despite the pressing legal matters pertaining to
the lawsuit instituted by Life Bible-Presbyterian
Church against FEBC that requires my time and
attention, the Lord by His directive will (Prov 3:5-
6) made a way for me to visit BCEA in Kenya and
in Tanzania this year, from 15-29 June 2009. This
time I taught two Bible courses (1 Corinthians and
1 Thessalonians) to 4th year and BMin students
of BCEA Kenya. I also spoke at two graduation
services, the 2nd Graduation Service of BCEA
Tanzania on 28 June 2009 (5 received their

CertBS) and the 6th BMin Graduation
Service at BCEA Kenya which saw
13 being conferred the BMin degree,
including Degu Genffe of Ethiopia who
is now pursuing his graduate studies at
FEBC.

Elder Tan Nee Keng, a missionary
of Berean Bible-Presbyterian Church
(Singapore), serves as Principal of
BCEA Tanzania. We thank the Lord for
giving Eld Tan a heart for Africa. He
has been serving in Tanzania for a year
already, since he graduated with the
Master of Divinity (MDiv) degree from
FEBC. Judah Pallangyo (a graduate of
BCEA and FEBC), Joseph Amos (who
earned his Advanced DipTh from
BCEA and was just conferred his BMin
degree from FEBC) and Chano (a
BCEA graduate) are serving with him
in the faculty. Miss Yoon Ho Young,
a Korean Baptist missionary, serves
as Principal of the Chemchemi
Kindergarten on the College grounds,
and is a great help to the work there.

BCEA Tanzania is in the process of
being registered with the Ministry of
Education of Tanzania, and is in the
final stages of approval. The building,
health, and education inspectors have
given good reports on the College. We
are hopeful that the College will
be officially recognised soon. The
education officer says that a primary
school is needed in the Usa River
district where the College is located
since there is none at present. If the
Lord makes a way for us, we will build
a primary school in the future. The
College has about 8 acres of land and
there is certainly room for expansion.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$8,641;
IDR500; USD1; 3p; Fellowships’ Collections: LF
$261, FBF $214
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200,
$80; Gethsemane BPC $50; Sim Swee Ho $125
(YPF); FEBC Legal Fees $500; FEBC $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$10,171; IDR500; USD1; 3p
Church Building Fund $1,400, $500, $460, $200,
$200 Total: S$889,181.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $270.00

Verse for the Week: A man’s belly shall be
satisfied with the fruit of his mouth; and with the
increase of his lips shall he be filled. Prov 18:20

Far Eastern Bible College will reopen on Mon,
July 20, 09 at 9am with a Day of Prayer and
Registration at Calvary Tengah BPC. Transport
leaves FEBC at 8am sharp. FEBC’s Basic
Theology for Everyone courses will resume with
The Book of Daniel by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew on
July 27, 09 (Mon) and The Book of Isaiah by Rev
Dr Prabhudas Koshy on July 23, 09 (Thu), 7.30pm –
9.30pm at 9A Gilstead Road.
Health Advisory: The Church Session would like
to advise all who have fever or flu-like symptoms to
refrain from coming to church and rest at home in
view of the increase in H1N1 cases in Singapore.

True Life B-P Church’s sermons are recorded and
available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio CD ($3).
You may place your prepaid orders or collect your
orders at the Booktable, 12pm – 12.30pm.

Faculty and BMin Graduands of the Bible College of East Africa (Kenya)



Eld Tan has applied well this saying of our
late founding pastor, the Rev Dr Timothy Tow,
“Self help with God’s help is the best help.”
He has put the land to good use by cultivating
maize, beans, sweet potato, and vegetables.
Chicken is reared and there are two fish ponds
for Tilapia. All the meat and vegetables will
end up on the College dining table. The
College has built a pipeline to channel
freshwater from the springs of nearby Mt
Meru. The College freely shares this water
with the surrounding community. I drank the
water right out of the tap, and the water was
very clean and sweet, cool and refreshing. The
only other time I remember drinking such
excellent water was in the Holy Land, from
Jacob’s Well in Shechem.

Eld Tan and Judah have also done well
to travel by bus, train and boat to visit the
churches in the western part of Tanzania to
introduce the College and recruit new students
who wish to be trained for full-time ministry.
The College accepts students from all
denominations who are willing to be trained
with the Word of God and for the testimony of
Jesus Christ.

In Tanzania, I was pleasantly surprised

to see Bae Kyungsik whom I had taught at
FEBC, who graduated with a BRE in 1999.
She is now serving with her husband in a
Methodist Bible school in Arusha. She shared
how the Lord had mercifully saved her from
a potentially fatal accident recently when her
car collided with a 10-ton lorry. Her car was
totally wrecked but she emerged with only a
small cut on the bridge of her nose. We thank
God for faithful missionaries who brave the
unknown and the dangers in a foreign land to
fulfil the Great Commission (Matt 28:18-20).

BCEA Kenya under its long-time
Principal—the Rev Dr Mark Kim—an FEBC
alumnus (DipTh 90, EdD 09) continues to
grow from strength to strength. The faculty
comprises mainly FEBC graduates: Rev
Stephen Masila (BTh 83, MDiv 00), Bishop
Richard Kivai (BTh 83), Miss Bae Eun
Young (BRE 02, MRE 04), Rev Eben Yoon
(MDiv 05) and BMin graduates like Ibrahim
Kiarie (who will begin his MDiv studies at
FEBC in July), Lazarus Ngige, and Bernard
Akhwale, Others who teach at BCEA Kenya
are the Rev Julius Kiagiri, the pastor of
Thika Road Baptist Church, and Miss
Judith Collins, veteran missionary of the

Independent Board of Presbyterian Foreign
Missions, USA. The College this year has
a record-breaking enrolment of 130 mostly
Kenyan students and a good number from
other African countries like Congo, Ethiopia,
Sudan.

The 6th BMin Graduation Service was
held on 27 June 2009 at the College Church.
The oral examination revealed that all 13
graduands are committed to the Verbal Plenary
Inspiration and Verbal Plenary Preservation of
the Holy Scriptures. Special mention goes to
the Rev Henry Ngige, pastor of Kahawa West
Baptist Church, who has put to effective use
what he has learned from BCEA and FEBC.
As a result, his congregation has grown from
300 to more than 500 in just over a year by the
grace of God.

The Graduation Service was attended by
about 300 well-wishers and many stayed back
after the service to enjoy their picnic on the
sprawling sylvan grounds of the College
campus. The 10-acre campus is beautifully
landscaped by Mrs Mark Kim and is like a
botanical garden with many fruit trees and
flowers. Recently, she planted three durian
seedlings and one of them is already a couple
of feet tall.

The Rev Dr and Mrs Mark Kim continue
to labour tirelessly at BCEA Kenya. As the
Chairman of the Board of Directors of BCEA
Tanzania, he has to travel frequently to
Tanzania to oversee the ministry there. On
top of the two colleges, he also oversees the
Lenkijape Church and Primary School, and
the Kiluani Church, Clinic (under RN Chan
Pui Ming, missionary of Life BPC) and
Secondary School ministries among the
Maasais. He is praying for more missionaries
of like mind and spirit to serve in Kenya and
Tanzania. Will our local FEBC graduates
answer this African call? Mark Kim’s eldest
daughter—Hayoung—is pursuing her ThM
degree in an American seminary. If God so
moves, she will study for her doctor’s degree
at FEBC in preparation for her ministry at
BCEA.

May the Lord raise up more faithful
young men and women for the Bible College
movement to teach and defend the forever
infallible and inerrant, inspired and preserved
Words of God especially in these last days
of rampant apostasy and neo-evangelical
and neo-fundamental compromises. Please
remember BCEA and FEBC in your prayers.

Directors, Faculty and CertBS Graduands of the Bible College of East Africa (Tanzania)

The BMin and 4th year students of BCEA Kenya
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Jul 20 – 26, 2009) 

MON 9.00 am FEBC Day of Prayer 
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Isaiah 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
 5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am  Worship (Dr S H Tow) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503) 
 2.30 pm Evangelism  
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 
Colossians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 
10.15am. All are welcome. Lessons are 
downloadable from www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday 
School.htm. 
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a 
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat, 
July 25, 09. Time: 4pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 
48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those 
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender 
MRT at 3.15pm. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for 
details. 
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting this 
Sat, July 25, 09 at Mr and Mrs Cheong’s home, 
18 Upper Serangoon View, #15-16 Rio Vista, 
5.30pm. Tel: 68860282. Message: “Pray with 
Thanksgiving” by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew. 
Contact Ng Choon Seng at 97669005 for details. 
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Eld J T Joseph 
Opening Hymn No. 1 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Rom 8:28-39 
Hymn        No. 327 
Announcements 
Special Number Deborah & Judith 
Offering & Hymn No. 425 
Offertory Prayer Eld J T Joseph  
Scripture Text              Luke 10:25-37 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Stephen Khoo 
Sermon                        Who is First? 
 (Rev Stephen Khoo) 
Closing Hymn No. 39 
Benediction  Rev Stephen Khoo 

 The Dead Still Speak 
(A Message Delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at 

True Life BPC on 31 May 2009) 
“By faith Abel offered unto God a more 

excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 
witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his 
gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh” (Heb 
11:4).  

How we thank God for the saints of past years 
and ages who had set for us a godly example to 
follow. Although our supreme example of faith is 
none other than our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
yet the Scriptures tell us of the faith of many who 
had followed Christ, and how we ought to follow 
after their steps as they followed Christ. The 
Apostle Paul said, “Be ye followers of me, even 
as I also am of Christ” (1 Cor 11:1). In Hebrews 
13:7-8, it is said, “Remember them which have the 
rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word 
of God: whose faith follow, considering the end 
of their conversation. Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” In Hebrews 
11, we have a wonderful list of the heroes of faith 

in biblical times. There are of course
others who belong to this list as well,
even those from the Church age. We
think of Wycliffe, Huss, Tyndale,
Luther, Calvin, Knox, and others of the
Reformation age, and in our modern
times Machen, McIntire, John Sung,
and our beloved founding pastor—the
Rev Dr Timothy Tow—who has just
been called home to be with the Lord. 

Know that it is not just those who
perform great exploits for the Lord who
will be remembered or commended. If
we are truly faithful to the Lord, the
Lord will remember and commend
us, and He will cause the future
generations to remember and commend
us as well. Consider Mary of Bethany
who anointed the head and feet of Jesus
with expensive perfume and wiped His
feet with her hair (Matt 26:6-14, Mark
14:3-9, John 12:2-8). It was an act
of faith and love, and for this the
Lord said, “Verily I say unto you,
Wheresoever this gospel shall be
preached in the whole world, there
shall also this, that this woman hath
done, be told for a memorial of her”
(Matt 26:13). 

Abel also was a simple believer
who by faith offered a blood sacrifice
to the Lord (Gen 4:4) for “without
shedding of blood is no remission”
(Heb 9:22). For this he was honoured
for he was the first to obey the gospel
preached to him by his parents—Adam
and Eve. Like his parents, he
understood and believed God’s
requirement that his sins would be
forgiven only through the blood of the
Lamb—the virgin-born Son of God

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: $8,320.30 
Fellowships’ Collections: YPF $197.50 
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200, 
$90, $50; Rev Hien (Brisbane) $200; Anne 
Clements & children $100; Barnabas Yap & 
family $200; Ow Kuan Tai $1,312 (AF); Ow Kuan 
Tai’s mother $200; FEBC $500, $400, $400, $100, 
$100   
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
$12,369.80 
Church Building Fund $550, $500, $200 Total: 
S$890,431.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $319.00 
Verse for the Week: Death and life are in the 
power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat 
the fruit thereof. Prov 18:21 
Far Eastern Bible College reopens with a Day of 
Prayer and Registration on Mon, July 20, 09 at 9am, 
Shalom Chapel, Calvary Tengah BPC, 345 Old 
Choa Chu Kang Road. Transport leaves FEBC at 
8am sharp. FEBC’s Basic Theology for Everyone 
courses will resume with The Book of Daniel by 
Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew on July 27, 09 (Mon) and 
The Book of Isaiah by Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy on 
July 23, 09 (Thu), 7.30pm – 9.30pm at 9A Gilstead 
Road. 
VBA 2009 Follow-Up. Volunteers and overseers 
needed to form a team to deploy our van in 
providing transport for VBA children (new 
contacts) to our Sunday School. We should try to 
fetch these children to RELC and send them back 
after church. Please give your names to Wendy 
Teng (Tel: 62541287/94754067). 

 

FEBC Retreat at Resort Lautan Biru, Mersing, May 11-13, 2009 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Gen 3:15). 
Will you be remembered and commended

by the Lord? How many of you wish for your
name to be recorded in the Scriptures? None of
our names can ever enter the Holy Scriptures
because the Story is already told and the Canon
is closed. Actually the important and necessary
thing is not for your name to be found in the
Scriptures but in the Lamb’s Book of Life!
There are many people mentioned in the
Scriptures, but they are there because of the
wrong reasons like Balaam the false prophet
who prophesied for fame and fortune, like
Judas Iscariot who betrayed the Lord for 30
pieces of silver. It is more important for us to
make sure our names are written in the Book
of Life for “whosoever was not found written
in the book of life was cast into the lake of
fire” (Rev 20:15).  

“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”
(Mark 8:36). The Rev Dr Timothy Tow
understood that. He was top boy of Anglo-
Chinese School (ACS) in 1937, a Seow Poh
Leng medalist. His name is till today etched on
the school plaque together with all the other
top students of ACS, many of whom have
become prominent professionals in Singapore.
He was determined to read law in London in
1946, driven by his pride and ambition to
become rich and famous. But God had other
plans. The Lord turned him around by taking
away his beloved mother and baby daughter,
both in a matter of weeks. The Lord humbled
him to the dust and he surrendered his life to
do God’s will. In his autobiography, he wrote,
“All the glories of fame and power that I was
seeking after became a smouldering rubbish
heap to a dying man. ‘For what shall it profit a
man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose
his own soul?’ (Mark 8:36). Then began I to
pray with faint trembling lips, ‘Lord, save my
soul. If you will give me back my life, I will
serve you forever. Amen.’” “He being dead,
yet speaketh.” Timothy Tow had to die to self
before he could live and speak for Christ.  

Jesus said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and
die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth

forth much fruit.” (John 12:24). What a most
fruitful life he lived for the Lord. Although our
beloved founding pastor has died, he still
speaks to us through our memories of him.
I remember my first semester at the Far
Eastern Bible College (FEBC) when I took
Old Testament History, a compulsory subject,
under him. In one of his lessons, he talked
about God’s providence and gave an example
from World War Two when God saved the
city of Kokura from the atomic bomb by a
mysterious cloud. The American bombers, not
able to locate Kokura because of that
mysterious cloud, then sought out the
secondary target which was Nagasaki. It was
later discovered that a large group of
American POWs had been moved to Kokura,
only a week before. The Lord knew those who
belonged to Him and delivered them from
destruction. Although I heard the story, I did
not pay attention to it. Big mistake! In his
exam, he asked for the name of the city that
was spared! I did not know; I forgot. Grade: C!
Miserable! After that, I made sure I paid
attention not only to the doctrines that he
taught but also the testimonies and illustrations
he gave to bring to life the doctrines taught. I
was taught a valuable lesson. 

The dead still speak through their words
whether written or spoken. Our beloved
founding pastor still speaks through his books
and sermons. He had written over 40 books
and many more tracts and articles. The Rev Dr
Timothy Tow will never be removed from the
faculty of the FEBC. He continues to teach us
through his books which will be required
reading for all future students. Rev Tow had
written books dealing with the four main
departments of theological education: (1)
Biblical Studies, (2) Systematic Theology, (3)
Church History, and (4) Pastoral Ministry. I
must say that his books reflect not only his
life, but his deep thinking and meditation on
God’s Word.  

Our late founding pastor was a Bible
expositor. He wrote commentaries on both Old
Testament and New Testament books, and his
most significant in my opinion are his books
on Daniel (Visions of the Princely Prophet)

and Revelation (Coming World Events
Unveiled). This is because he made these two
very difficult prophetic books easy to read and
understand with plenty of practical insights and
illustrations. The last commentary he wrote
was on the Psalms (Meditations from Psalms)
which is a must read, a true balm to salve a
hurting heart from a servant of God who had
experienced much suffering in life and who
knew deeply the grace and love of his Saviour
to overcome the trials and testings in life and
ministry. 

Our beloved founding pastor was a
theologian par excellence. In his study and
teaching of biblical prophecies, he coined
the term “Prophescope” (read his book
Prophescope on Israel) to help his students see
the unity and harmony that is within the
complexities of biblical eschatology. I have
come to appreciate the hermeneutical
significance of the term “prophescope” in
understanding and harmonising the many
prophecies of the Bible. His Law of Moses and
of Jesus (his Master’s thesis at Faith
Theological Seminary) is an excellent
refutation of the dispensational view of the
law, and argues for the present validity of the
Ten Commandments in the light of what the
Lord Jesus and His Apostles taught in the
New Testament. Having abridged Calvin’s
Institutes, he understood well the doctrines of
divine sovereignty and human responsibility,
and wrote a book on how we might know and
discern God’s will in our lives. If you want to
know how to discern God’s will in your life,
then you will want to read The Clock of the
Sevenfold Will of God and its practical
companion Has God a Plan for Your Life?
Finally, I was privileged to co-author and co-
edit with him a Systematic Theology textbook
made simple (Theology for Every Christian)
which is in part an abridgement of J O
Buswell’s Theology (Rev Tow studied under
Buswell at Faith Seminary). Our Systematic
Theology is also a revision of Buswell’s, to
make it more readable and understandable,
adding many of our own insights and
expositions on the Bible-Presbyterian Faith
which is the Reformed and Premillennial Faith. 

Our beloved founding pastor was a Church
historian. He was the authority on the history
of the Bible-Presbyterian Church (BPC) in
Singapore, Malaysia and Southeast Asia.
Bible-Presbyterianism was his life. He was the
Lord’s anointed for sure. The Lord used him to
promote His kingdom in this part of the world.
Read his autobiography (Son of a Mother’s
Vow), and his recounting of The Singapore B-P
Church Story. You will see his humility in his
telling of the history of the BPC, not “I did it,”
but “God did it.” His books on the John Sung
Revival which he personally witnessed and
experienced are significant contributions to
Asian Church History. John Sung My Teacher,
Asian Awakening and his translation of John
Sung’s sermons are indispensable books for
anyone who wants to do serious research on Dr
John Sung and the special days of revival in
Singapore and other parts of Asia. 

Our late founding pastor was a good pastor.
He was a preacher and teacher of the whole
counsel of God (Acts 20:27), and an earnest
defender of the faith (Jude 3). He not only fed
God’s flock with the pure milk and meat of
God’s Word, He also warned and protected
God’s flock from the dangers that abound in
this sinful world, and from the wolves in
sheep’s clothing. He taught his students how
to preach faithfully and effectively and called
his FEBC homiletics class, My Homiletic
Swimming Pool. He gave wise counsel to his
church members who had problems and these
he shared in his book Counselling Recipes
through 40 Years Pastoring. Aspiring pastors
or missionaries who want to learn how to plant
and grow a church would do well to learn it
from Rev Tow. He is no longer here to teach
us personally, but we can learn it through his
books Forty Years to Church Growth and
Pattern for Church Growth and Missions.  

I can go on and on sharing with you what I
had learned from my pastor and teacher. I am
sure those who had come under his ministry
would have their own story to tell. Let us then
tell his story, which is really God’s story in
the life of His faithful servant—the Rev Dr
Timothy Tow. To God be the glory great
things He has done! 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jul 27 – Aug 2, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Daniel
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

THU 7.30 pm The Book of Isaiah
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat,
Aug 1, 09 at 3.30pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 48A
Foch Road. For transport, please meet at FEBC at
2.50pm or at Lavender MRT at 3.10pm. Message:
“Life of Paul as a Disciple & Soldier of Christ”
by Dr Paul Ferguson. Contact Herbert at
94377715 for details.
Door-to-door HDB flats evangelism session this
afternoon at Bukit Panjang. Meet at Blk 179
Lompang Road at 2.30pm. For details, contact Dn
Charles Kan at 98310468.
FCM 23rd Anniversary will be held at Calvary
Pandan BPC on Fri, Aug 7, 09, 6.30pm (Buffet
Dinner) & 7.45pm (Meeting). Message: “The
Lord Is My Shepherd” (Psalm 23) by Dr SH Tow.
(Note: FCMers & Alumni are invited to write a
testimony on how God has blessed you in FCM
and send to jason@fcm.sg by Aug 2, 09.)

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 386
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 34
Hymn No. 66
Announcements
Special Number Small Group Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 450
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text 1 Peter 2:11-16
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow
Sermon For the Lord’s Sake

(Dr S H Tow)
Closing Hymn No. 376
Benediction Dr S H Tow

CHRISTIAN HOME OF LOVE
Rev Robert Peh

“As every man hath received the gift, even so
minister the same one to another, as good stewards
of the manifold grace of God. If any man speak, let
him speak as the oracles of God; if any man
minister, let him do it as of the ability which God
giveth: that God in all things may be glorified
through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen” (1 Peter 4:10-
11, KJV).

PRAISE GOD for calling and equipping us in
His service. Indeed, it is a privilege and a blessing
to serve the only living and true God, the King of
kings and the Lord of lords.

For this, we thank God for the faithful teaching
of the Word of God we received from our Alma
Mater, the Far Eastern Bible College, and from our
beloved Principal, Rev (Dr) Timothy Tow, who
was called Home to glory on April 20th, 2009,
whom God had used so marvellously for the
proclamation and the defence of His infallible and
inerrant Word, verbally and plenarily inspired and

perfectly preserved down through the
centuries for His people in the Hebrew
Old Testament and the Greek New
Testament underlying the Authorised
(King James) Version of the English
Bible. Thank God for the good fight of
faith that our beloved Principal, Rev
(Dr) Timothy Tow, had fought for the
Lord while on earth.

Both Dara and I are always very
thankful to God for raising up Rev
Timothy Tow to start the Bible-
Presbyterian movement and the Far
Eastern Bible College in Singapore. It
was through Rev Tow that I was given
a place to study in the Far Eastern
Bible College, where I was trained and
equipped to serve God who called me
into the full-time ministry. God had
indeed used Rev Timothy Tow so
mightily in so many ways, especially
in building up the lives of so many
servants of God, including Dara and
me. If not for Rev Timothy Tow, I
know very well that I would not be
able to be trained theologically in a
fundamental Bible College, not to say
about serving God, as no college would
accept one who had no academic
qualifications like me.

Thank God for Rev Timothy Tow.
He is indeed a man of God who had
given his life for the cause of Christ.
Dara and I are greatly challenged by his
life and teaching and we are telling
everyone here in the Church and in the
Christian Home of Love to follow after
Rev Tow’s godly example. We will not
forget the instructions that we had
received from Rev Tow and our Alma
Mater, especially to “earnestly contend

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$7,222.85;
USD1; Fellowships’ Collections: YPF $85.10
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200,
$90; Biak Lawm Thang’s Ministry (Myanmar)
$600; New Life Orphanage (Yangon) $400; Sim
Swee Ho $100; Wendy Teng $200; FEBC $400,
$200, $100, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$9,697.95; USD1
Church Building Fund $200 Total: S$890,631.27;
USD600

Sunday School Offering: $314.00

Verse for the Week: Whoso findeth a wife findeth a
good thing, and obtaineth favour of the LORD. Prov
18:22

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Colossians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am.

Our deepest condolences to Elder Wee Chin Kam
and family on the home-going of his father, Mr Wee
Thye Beng on July 19, 09. Vigil Services were held
on July 19 & 20, 09 and Burial Service was
conducted at the Choa Chu Kang New Christian
Cemetery on July 21, 09 by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
Elder Wee Chin Kam and children would like to
thank all True Lifers and FEBC staff and students
for their kind assistance, attendance, condolences,
prayers and donations during their recent
bereavement and the home-going of their father/
grandfather Wee Thye Beng.

FEBC Family at Day of Prayer, Shalom Chapel,
Calvary Tengah BPC, 20 July 2009



for the faith which was once delivered unto
the saints” (Jude 3, KJV), “building up
[ourselves] on [our] most holy faith, praying
in the Holy Ghost” (Jude 20, KJV).

God has called us not only to preach the
Gospel of Jesus Christ but has also given us
the responsibility to equip the local believers
in His service. The apostle Paul says in 2
Timothy 2:2, “And the things that thou hast
heard of me among many witnesses, the same
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able
to teach others also” (KJV).

The Lord is good. We are glad to see Isaac
stepping forward to serve God in our church.
He is now serving as a Lahu interpreter on
Sunday worship. John, our church deacon,
chairs the worship service in the Thai language
and Isaac interprets for him into Lahu. I still
preach every Lord’s Day and Dara interprets
for me. Grace, our church deaconess, also
serves in the children Sunday School. Do
continue to pray for the spiritual growth of our
church.

John, Isaac and Grace are also serving
faithfully in the Christian Home of Love every
day. Besides their daily responsibilities, they
also have to find time to study. Grace has to sit
for an examination in August. John and Isaac

will have theirs in September. May God help
them in their studies and continue to empower
them in His service. Do uphold them in prayer.
Do pray also for me, for the ministries in the
Church and the Christian Home of Love, and
my preparation and the preaching of the Word
of God every Lord’s day, every church prayer
meeting and every family worship.

Thank God. Dara’s thesis advisors have
finally gone through her teaching materials and
given her the approval to go ahead. Starting
this week, Dara has begun teaching the English
language in the two government schools to
the kindergarten students as part of the
requirements for her course. She needs to teach
every morning, one hour a day in each school,
for a month, covering 20 lessons altogether.
Please pray for her, for wisdom in teaching and
for her students in picking up the language.

Thank God also that Evangel and
Evangeline are improving in their studies and
personal responsibilities. Do pray for them in
their home-schooling as well as for their
spiritual growth and physical developments.
Children in the Christian Home of Love have
gone back to school. Do pray for their studies
and for both their spiritual and physical well-
being.

[The Rev Robert Peh is a graduate of
FEBC (BTh, 2000). His wife Chadarat (Dara)
is also an FEBC graduate (DipTh 2000).
Robert founded the Christian Home of Love
and Truth BPC of Thailand ministering to the
people of the Red Lahu tribe of Den Luang.
Robert and Dara have two children, Evangel
and Evangeline. The above testimony
was published in www.christianhomeoflove.
blogspot.com on 2 June 2009 and reprinted
here by permission.]

Far Eastern Bible College

Presbyterian Church in Choa Chu Kang. July
20th is exactly three months since FEBC’s
Founding Principal—the Rev Dr Timothy
Tow—went home to be with the Lord.
Testimonies by the faculty were given in
memory of him, especially by his wife, the
Matron—Mrs Ivy Tow—who shared about the
hardships the Rev Timothy Tow had to go
through in the founding years of the College;
how the College had nothing when it started,
only three stools for three students with the
Principal as the only teacher, and no food and
no beds. But the Rev Tow had faith in the Lord
and encouraged his students with these words
from Psalm 34:10, “The young lions do lack,
and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LORD
shall not want any good thing.” The Lord was
faithful to provide in double quick time! Food
came from Dr Tow Siew Ai and beds from
Chin Lien Seminary. Today, FEBC is being
tried and tested like never before. There are
people who are keen to see FEBC put down
because of her belief in a 100% perfect Bible
without any mistake in keeping with the Dean
Burgon Oath. Mrs Tow encouraged the FEBC
family with this verse from the Lord, “Ye shall
not fear them: for the LORD your God he shall
fight for you” (Deut 3:22). Indeed, “He being
dead yet speaketh” (Heb 11:4).

Dr Paul Ferguson who was recently
conferred the Doctor of Religious Education
(DRE) degree by the Graduate School of
Foundations Bible College (USA) was the
Lord’s messenger. He spoke from 2 Timothy 3
on how as Christians we need to believe in
the absolute certainty and perfection of God’s
inspired and preserved words in order to face a
world full of temptations and uncertainties. Dr
Ferguson will teach Biblical Apologetics this
semester which is part of his pedagogical
requirements for his Doctor of Theology (ThD)
degree at FEBC.

This semester we have 13 new full-time
students from 11 countries: Panuwat
Chalongkuamdee (Thailand), Kenny Cheong
(Australia), Douglas Ho (Singapore), Ibrahim
Njuguna Kiarie (Kenya), Eric Lufungi
Kambale (Congo), Anya Kera (Nagaland),
Trinipilo Garsuta Lagapa (Philippines), Lin
Yang (China), Peter Mutua Maurice (Kenya),
Marilyn Nanta (Sarawak), Nguyen Truong
Chien (Vietnam), Charles Kipyegon Sang
(Kenya), and Song Sun Taek (Korea). We
thank the Lord for each one of them.

The FEBC Board and Faculty are fully
committed to the work of training faithful men
and women to fulfil the Great Commission of
Jesus Christ (Matt 28:18-20) which is, in the
words of the Rev Dr Timothy Tow, “the first
commandment of Christ to His Church.”
Please pray for the Lord’s deliverance of
FEBC from the hands of those who seek to
undermine and destroy its faithful witness and
defence of God’s forever infallible and inerrant
words, even the inspired and preserved
Hebrew and Greek Scriptures on which the
Authorised King James Version is based. And
to those who would remove ancient property
markers already set in stone, the Lord God has
this severe warning: “Remove not the ancient
landmark, which thy fathers have set” (Prov
22:28); “Remove not the old landmark; and
enter not into the fields of the fatherless: For
their redeemer is mighty; he shall plead their
cause with thee” (Prov 23:10-11); “Cursed be
he that removeth his neighbour’s landmark.
And all the people shall say, Amen” (Deut
27:17).

FEBC commenced its
new academic term
with a day of prayer
and registration on
20 July 2009 at the
Shalom Chapel of
Calvary Tengah Bible-
Presbyterian Church in

Christian Home of Love, Den Luang Village, Chiangmai, Thailand
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Aug 3 – 9, 2009) 

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Daniel 
  (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship 
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Isaiah 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Family Worship 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am  Worship (Lord’s Supper) 
  (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503) 
 

Ladies Fellowship Meeting this Wed, Aug 5, 09 
at RELC, Level 6, Newton Room (Room 601), 
7.45pm. Message: “He That Overcometh —False 
Prophet” by Pr Dennis Kabingue. All are 
welcome. Contact Judith at 96729973 for details. 
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting this Fri, 
Aug 7, 09 at 8pm in the home of Miss Tow Soon 
Kim. Address: 4 Jalan Merah Saga, Singapore 
278091. Tel: 64741881. 
Young People’s Fellowship’s Cottage Meeting 
at the home of Mr and Mrs Herbert Goh this Sat, 
Aug 8, 09 at 3.30pm. Address: Blk 206, Choa 
Chu Kang Central, #07-14, Singapore 680206. 
For transport, please meet at FEBC at 3pm. 
Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details. 
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan 
Opening Hymn No. 85 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 40 
Hymn        No. 346 
Announcements 
Special Number Church Choir 
Offering & Hymn No. 375 
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan  
Scripture Text              Eph 4:25-32 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Sermon                        What is Edifying Speech? 
 (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
Closing Hymn No. 385 
Benediction  Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

 Is God Unfair? 
(A message delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at True 

Life BPC on 29 March 2009) 
Text: Romans 9:14-24 

Today, many are questioning the goodness and 
righteousness of God. Why? Because they do not 
see that God is going to save everyone, only some.
Salvation is not universal. Some will get into 
heaven, many will not; in fact, most will go to hell. 
Jesus said in Matthew 7:13-14, “Enter ye in at the 
strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the 
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be 
which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it.” “Why must so many suffer 
eternal torment in the lake of fire? Why does not 
God save everyone? Why does He save only a 
few? He is so unjust and unfair!” Have you heard 
such objections before? A PhD student recently 
questioned me when I spoke on how unbelievers 
will all one day be cast into the lake of fire to be 
punished forever: “How about those who have not 

heard the gospel,” he asked; “Will they
also be cast into hell? God is so unfair!”
How would you as a Christian reply to
such charges against God? 

The Apostle Paul tells us how in
Romans 9:14, “What shall we say then?
Is there unrighteousness with God?
God forbid;” verse 19, “Thou wilt say
then unto me, Why doth he yet find
fault? For who hath resisteth his will?
Nay but, O man, who art thou that
repliest against God?” 

Know God, Know Yourself 
We will never charge God with

unfairness or injustice if we know who
and what He truly is and who and what
we really are. Knowing God and
ourselves humbly and honestly will
cause us to marvel at God’s grace and
goodness. That is why to those who
think that God is unfair, Paul has only
one short, unequivocal answer, “God
forbid!” God is never unfair or unjust.
To those who want to find fault with
God, Paul has only one reply, “O man,
who are thou that repliest against
God?” In other words, “Who do you
think you are?” “Do you know who you
are talking to?” In Hokkien we call this,
Boh tua boh suay, “No big, no small”
(used against someone who has no
respect or regard for authority); or Mm
tzai si, “you don’t know death” (used
against someone who denies the fatal
consequences of his arrogance and
audacity). In Thailand, if you say
anything against the Thai king, you will
be jailed. How much more severe the
judgement if we say anything against
God who is the King of kings and Lord

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$12,225.30; 
USD0.50; Fellowships’ Collections: FBF $292.50 
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $500, 
$100; Rev Quek Suan Yew $500; Rev Park $200; 
Mrs Tow $250; BCEA (Tanzania) $500; Bible 
Witness $150; Church Missions $500; RPG $150; 
FEBC $2,500, $1,000, $600, $500, $400, $250, 
$100, $100  
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
S$20,817.80; USD0.50 
Church Building Fund $2,000, $1,006, $600, 
$200, $160, $50 Total: S$894,647.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $204.00 
Verse for the Week: The poor useth intreaties; but 
the rich answereth roughly. Prov 18:23 
 

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far 
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 
Colossians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am. 
All are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from 
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm. 
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are recorded 
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio CD 
($3). You may place your prepaid orders or collect 
your orders at the Booktable, 12pm – 12.30pm. 
FCM 23rd Anniversary will be held at Calvary 
Pandan BPC this Fri, Aug 7, 09, 6.30pm (Buffet 
Dinner) & 7.45pm (Meeting). Message: “The Lord 
Is My Shepherd” (Psalm 23) by Dr SH Tow.  

New Life Orphan Center, Yangon, Myanmar (A Missions Outreach of True Life BPC)



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

of lords! 
To prove his point, Paul used the analogy

of the potter and the clay: “Shall the thing
formed say to him that formed it, Why hast
thou made me thus? Hath not the potter power
over the clay, of the same lump to make one
vessel unto honour, and another unto
dishonour?” (Rom 9:20-21). This illustrates
the omnipotence and sovereignty of God. He is
all-powerful, in absolute control, and does
whatever He pleases. The clay is totally at his
mercy, and has no rights or say whatsoever.
This puts the proud and arrogant sinful man
in his place. Why do the atheists and the
agnostics question God and His existence?
They question and doubt God because they
think they are superior to God, they think they
can be their own god, they want to be gods
themselves. So they define God in their own
minds—God must be like this and like that
according to their own sinful and corrupt
imaginations. If God does not fit their picture
of Him, then He is not God. If God does not do
things the way they expect things to be done,
then He is not God.  

God Answers the Sceptics and Atheists 
Have you heard sceptics say, “If your God

is so powerful, can He make a rock so big and
so heavy that He cannot carry?” Such are
foolish questions; for why would God want to
do such a stupid thing like that. Our God is
very wise, and it is against His nature to do
anything stupid or foolish. 

Man thinks he is very clever, smart and
intelligent, but Psalm 14:1-3 says, “The fool
hath said in his heart, There is no God. They
are corrupt, they have done abominable works,
there is none that doeth good. The LORD
looked down from heaven upon the children
of men, to see if there were any that did
understand, and seek God. They are all gone
aside, they are all together become filthy: there
is none that doeth good, no, not one.”  Romans
1:22 tells us that the atheists and agnostics
have become “vain in their imaginations, and
their foolish heart was darkened. Professing
themselves to be wise, they became fools.”
Man is so smart, clever, and intelligent that he

traces his ancestry back to the monkeys, and is
so grateful that he is not so backward like his
great, great, great … grandfather, but much
better, a hairless gorilla, a handsome baboon,
a talking chimpanzee! We are so blind
towards God that we cannot see we were
made special, not as animals but in the image
of God. We rather see ourselves as no
different from the monkeys and then say God
must look and behave like us, and if He does
not look and behave like us, He is not God,
and He does not exist. What foolishness! 

If man is so smart, clever, and intelligent,
why is the world in such a mess today? Man is
so clever that he pushes the blame away from
himself, “Not me, not me, blame God.” When
I succeed, it is all me, my work, I did it. When
things fail, we say, “Don’t look at me, I didn’t
do it, it is his fault, blame him.” This is how
sinful, corrupt, evil, wicked and crooked we
are, and we have the arrogance and audacity
to question God and find fault with Him—the
thrice holy God who made heaven and earth?
Is it no wonder that Paul in holy anger wrote
these words, “But if our unrighteousness
commend the righteousness of God, what
shall we say?  Is God unrighteous who taketh
vengeance? (I speak as a man). God forbid:
for then how shall God judge the world? For
if the truth of God hath more abounded
through my lie unto his glory; why yet am I
also judged as a sinner? And not rather, (as
we be slanderously reported, and as some
affirm that we say,) Let us do evil, that good
may come? whose damnation is just. What
then? are we better than they? No, in no wise:
for we have before proved both Jews and
Gentiles, that they are all under sin;  As it is
written,  There is none righteous, no, not one:
There is none that understandeth, there is
none that seeketh after God. They are all gone
out of the way, they are together become
unprofitable; there is none that doeth good,
no, not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre;
with their tongues they have used deceit; the
poison of asps is under their lips: Whose
mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: Their
feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and
misery are in their ways: And the way of

peace have they not known: There is no fear of
God before their eyes” (Rom 3:5-18)? 

And that is why the final verdict and
indictment is this: “For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God” (Rom 3:23).
All stand condemned before God and all
deserve eternal punishment. God would be
absolutely just to cast every single human
being into the lake of fire. But He on His own
decided to save some by His Son whom He
had sent to save them from their sins: “Being
justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God
hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith
in his blood, to declare his righteousness for
the remission of sins that are past through the
forebearance of God; To declare, I say, at this
time his righteousness: that he might be just
and the justifier of him which believeth in
Jesus” (Rom 3:24-26). 

God’s Election 
Is God therefore unfair because He chose

some and not all? No, not at all! It is all up to
Him, and He does things according to “the
good pleasure of His will” (Eph 1:5; suka is
the Malay term to describe this). God says, “I
will have mercy on whom I will have mercy,
and I will have compassion on whom I will
have compassion. So then it is not of him that
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God
that showeth mercy” (Rom 8:15-16). If the
Lord, out of all the people in the world, chose
only me to be saved, I can only say with deep
gratitude, “Lord, I thank you. Who am I? I am
nothing, I am a sinner, I have broken your
commandments, but you are holy, just and
good, you loved me and chose me and gave
your only begotten Son for me. What can I say
Lord? I can only say, ‘Thank you’.”  

How about those who have not heard the
gospel? Is it not unfair of God to condemn
them to hell if they have not even been given
the chance to hear the gospel? Well, that is
why we evangelise as much as we can, and we
will be amazed how many have already heard
the gospel. 

But how about those who have not heard,
like those in the jungles? Well, there is the

testimony of Rev Dan Ebert III a missionary
to the Palawano people, a primitive tribe in
one of the islands of the Philippines. They
had only a spoken tongue, but no written
language. He learned their language,
converted their language into written form,
and translated the Bible into their language.
Many of them got saved by the grace of God.  

How about those who are mentally
retarded? The mentally retarded still have an
IQ, but we must understand the work of
salvation is God’s work and He works
supernaturally. When the gospel is preached,
God can by divine intervention give them a
heightened intelligence at that moment, make
them understand the gospel, believe in Christ
and be saved. “Salvation is of the LORD”
(Jon 2:9). 

How about babies who have died in
infancy? The Westminster Confession of Faith
states, “Elect infants, dying in infancy, are
regenerated and saved by Christ.” Exactly
who the elect infants are, only God knows and
we leave it to His sovereign grace to save
those whom He had chosen to save. Again,
“Salvation is of the LORD” (Jon 2:9). 

Let us humble ourselves before God for
He says, “For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
saith the LORD. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts” (Isa 55:8-9). “O the depth of the
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God! how unsearchable are his judgments,
and his ways past finding out! For who hath
known the mind of the Lord? or who hath
been his counsellor? Or who hath first given
to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him
again? For of him, and through him, and to
him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever.
Amen” (Rom 11:33-36). 

Unless we humble ourselves, and become
zero before God and think His thoughts which
are communicated to us through His inspired
words which He has preserved for us in the
Holy Scriptures, we cannot see the Kingdom
of God. Do you see? 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Aug 10 – 16, 2009) 

MON 7.30 pm No FEBC Night Class 
TUE 8.00 pm  Church Session Meeting 
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Isaiah 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm Adults Fellowship   
  Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am Worship (Rev Gordon Ferguson) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Filipina Bible Study 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503) 
 

Thu night class is held at the Far Eastern Bible 
College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 
Colossians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 
10.15am.  
Adults Fellowship Meeting this Sat, Aug 15, 09 
at Mr and Mrs William Teo’s home, Blk 835 
Woodlands St 83 #12-113, 3.30pm. Program: 
Bible Study on Acts by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. 
Contact William Teo at 91831150 for details. 
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat, 
Aug 15, 09 at 3.30pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 48A 
Foch Road. For transport, please meet at FEBC at 
2.50pm or at Lavender MRT at 3.10pm. Message: 
“I AM the Light of the World” by Rev Dr Quek 
Suan Yew. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for 
details. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: S$8,840; RM10; USD10 
Designated Offerings: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo $100; 
Berean BPC $50; Bible Witness Web Radio $400; 
Ng Yew Chong $50; Sim Swee Ho $500, $100, 
$48.30 (YPF); Trinipilo G. Lagapa (FEBC) $200; 
FEBC Scholarship $400; FEBC $1,000, $400, 
$100, $50 
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
S$12,238.30; RM10; USD10 
Church Building Fund $110 Total: S$894,757.27; 
USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $234.00 
 

Verse for the Week: A man that hath friends must 
shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother. Prov 18:24 
 

 

TRUE LIFE JUBILEE MAGAZINE 

Since I joined True Life, the Lord has… 

Next year will be the 7th Anniversary of True 
Life BP Church. We thank God for His 
blessings. To commemorate this Jubilee year, 
a Jubilee Magazine will be published. The 
editorial committee, chaired by Elder Joseph, 
invites personal reflections from anyone who 
is moved by the Holy Spirit to share his/her 
testimony for the Lord. 

It can be anything from 100 to 300 words. Please 
email your testimony to the following email 
address: tljubilee@gmail.com. 

Please send them in by end Oct 09. 
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No. 217 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Prov 14 
Hymn Singapura 
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn No. 220 
Offertory/Pastoral  
Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Scripture Text Haggai 1:1-15  
Sermon                         Consider Your Ways! 
   (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
Closing Hymn No. 182/261 
 (Lord’s Supper)  
Benediction  Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

The Church a Missions Society 
and a Bible Institute 

(A sermon preached by the Rev Dr Jeffrey 
Khoo at True Life BPC on 12 July 2009) 

“And Jesus came and spake unto
them, saying, All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world. Amen.”
(Matt 28:18-20) 

Matthew 28:18-20 is well-known
as the Great Commission, the first
commandment of Christ to His Church.

 

  

also for adults. We have an Adults’
Sunday School class studying the Bible
book by book taught by spiritually gifted
and qualified teachers. It is so good to
study God’s Word, do come! Then there
are the prayer meetings, fellowship group
meetings, church camps, and not
forgetting the pulpit ministry. These are all
part and parcel of the teaching ministry
of the Church. To supplement what the
Church does, the FEBC offers night
classes on Mondays and Thursdays which
involve a highly disciplined study of
God’s Word with assignments and
examinations leading to the award of a
certificate upon successful completion of
all the academic requirements. The FEBC

is glad to have about 200 lay students
studying in our night classes every semester.
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God,
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim
2:15). 

Day in and day out we are bombarded
by the words of the devil, the words of the
world, the words of men which make us
spiritually sick. All the more we need to be
indoctrinated and inoculated with the words
of Scripture, the words of God, the words of
everlasting life so that we might be strong
and healthy Christians. We need to be
sanctified by God, and the only way is
through God’s Truth, God’s Word is Truth. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note that in the Great Commission the word
“teach” occurs twice—“teach all nations,” and
“teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you.” The
Great Commission is a “teaching” commission.

In order to accomplish the Great
Commission, it is important that every Church
be a Missions Society as well as a Bible
Institute. 

The Church a Missions Society 
A missions society does the work of

evangelism. It sends out Christian workers to
national and international mission fields to sow
the gospel seed and to reap the harvest for the
kingdom of God. In order to do this, the
Church must actively “Go.” Jesus commands,
“Go … and teach all nations.” As such
Christians cannot be contented to sit back, do
nothing and just wait for the lost to wander
into the church to be evangelised. We have to
go, as someone has said, we have to put the
“Go” back into the “Gospel.” People need to
know the Gospel—“that Christ died for our
sins according to the scriptures; And that he
was buried, and that he rose again the third
day according to the scriptures” (1 Cor 15:3-
4). And Romans 10:9-10 says, “That if thou
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession
is made unto salvation.”  

Many people think that it is enough just to
believe in a god and everything will be well.
They think that any god will do and every god
is the same. Since all roads lead to Rome, all
religions lead to heaven. But what does the
Bible say? 1 Timothy 2:5 says, “For there is
one God, and one mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus.” Acts 4:12 says,
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for
there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved.” John
14:6 says, “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.”  It is not enough to say
“Jesus Saves,” we need to say, “Only Jesus
Saves.”  

The Bible also tells us that salvation is
purely by grace and not by works, for God
“hath saved us, and called us with an holy
calling, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and grace,
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the
world began” (1 Tim 1:9). Titus 3:4-6 says,
“But after that the kindness and love of God
our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by
works of righteousness which we have done,
but according to his mercy he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.” 

In a world full of bad news, the Church
must work harder to tell the good news of
Jesus Christ who is the only Saviour of the
world. “How then shall they call on him in
whom they have not believed? and how shall
they believe in him of whom they have not
heard? and how shall they hear without a
preacher? And how shall they preach, except
they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful
are the feet of them that preach the gospel of
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!”
(Rom 10:14-15).  

True Life BPC is doing its best to be a
missions society. We are supporting missions
and missionaries in Africa (Bai Eunyoung
who serves in the Bible College of East
Africa, and we give to support the work in
BCEA both in Kenya and Tanzania), Australia
(Rev Hien Gia Nguyen, our missionary pastor
of Brisbane BPC), Holy Land (Rev Danny
Awad of Baraka BPC in Bethlehem),
Malaysia (Kemaman Life BPC under Dr and
Mrs Wee Tiong Soon; and Marilyn Nanta who
serves in Kuching), Myanmar (Orphanage in
Yangon under Thangno). Locally, we have
our evangelistic band which goes out month
after month. I trust that we individually as
believers are witnessing for Christ wherever
we are. I know of a medical doctor who puts
gospel tracts in the waiting area of his clinic
so that his patients while waiting to see him
might read the tracts and find salvation.  

Now, let me say something about the two
Christians who were convicted for sedition

recently because they distributed tracts that
explicitly insulted another religion. I do not
believe that in evangelism we need to put
down another religion just to promote ours. In
fact, when we read the Book of Acts we do not
find the Apostles doing that at all. What they
did do however was to preach the Gospel
boldly and truthfully, and to let the Holy Spirit
do the work of convicting and converting
sinners to salvation in Christ Jesus. In Acts 19
we see the Apostle Paul doing just that in
Ephesus, and many were converted to the
Christian Faith, and they showed their faith by
burning their occultic books out of their own
accord (Acts 19:17-19). Those who were
making money out of idolatry and sorcery
were of course not happy with this, and they
went about spreading lies to stir up public
anger and hatred against the Christians. But the
townclerk or law officer of the city addressed
the angry mob justly by saying, “ye ought to
be quiet, and to do nothing rashly. For ye have
brought hither these men, which are neither
robbers of churches, nor yet blasphemers of
your goddess” (Acts 19:36-37). The Christians
did not desecrate their places of worship, nor
insult their gods or goddesses. Neither should
we today. The simple preaching of the Gospel
that only Jesus saves is good and powerful
enough. 

Every Church ought to be a missions
society. We need to evangelise, we need to
send out missionaries. The Antioch Church for
example sent out Paul and Barnabas as
missionaries. Who can we send out from our
church? Who will give his life to serve the
Lord full-time? The Lord continues to call
labourers into His harvest field, “Whom shall I
send, and who will go for us? Then said I,
Here am I; send me” (Isa 6:8). Will anyone
answer God’s call to full-time service today? 

The Church a Bible Institute 
It is not enough just to go and teach the

Gospel to sinners; once sinners are converted,
we are commanded to baptise them in the
name of the Triune God, and teach them the
whole counsel of God. It is not enough for the
Church to go and teach the Gospel which is

evangelism, once a sinner becomes a saint, the
Church needs to do the work of baptism and
catechism. Know that the Great Commission
is not a matter of getting people saved and that
is all. The neo-evangelicals think this way. To
them, all that is important or essential is the
Gospel; doctrines are really not that important
since doctrines often divide and lead to a
separation. To them, the work of the Church is
just to preach the Gospel and love everyone
without regard for what Jesus said about
“teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you.” There is
this deadly failure today in the Church to
teach and observe “all things” as found in the
perfectly inspired and perfectly preserved,
infallible and inerrant words of God. You will
often hear the neo-evangelicals say, “Only the
Gospel is essential, the rest of the Bible are
non-essentials.” I do not see Jesus saying that
there are non-essential words and non-
essential doctrines in the Bible. Jesus said, “It
is written, Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God” (Matt 4:4). Every word means
every word. Jesus says what He means and
means what He says. And so every book,
every chapter, every verse, every word, every
syllable, every letter in the Bible is good and
necessary—“all things” means all things,
including the doctrines of biblical division
or separation (Luke 12:51, 2 Cor 6:14-7:1, 2
Thess 3:6-15). 

Although there are separate and
autonomous schools of prophets which train
full-time servants of God like the Far Eastern
Bible College (FEBC), the Church in and of
itself is a sort of Bible College or Bible
Institute because it is commanded to
indoctrinate all its members with all the words
and doctrines of the Lord. No church can do
without a teaching institute and that is why
we have our Sunday School which is
indispensable for the growth and maturity of
the Church. It must be emphasised that the
Sunday School is not only or mainly for
children, it is for every member of the church.
Most of our children are in the Sunday school,
but how about our adults? Sunday School is
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Aug 17 – 23, 2009) 

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Daniel 
  (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Isaiah 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room  
SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am  Worship (Dr S H Tow) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503) 
Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far 
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 
Colossians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 
10.15am. All are welcome. Lessons are 
downloadable from www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday 
School.htm. 
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a 
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat, 
Aug 22, 09. Time: 4pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 
48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those 
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender 
MRT at 3.15pm. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for 
details. 
YPF Camp 2009, Dec 7-12, 09 at Calvary 
Tengah BPC. Theme: YPF–Your Purpose in 
Fellowship. Speakers: Rev Tan Kian Sing & Rev 
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Contact Clement Chew at 
98297665 for details. 
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Eld J T Joseph 
Opening Hymn No. 50 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 32 
Hymn        No. 340 
Announcements 
Special Number Deborah & Judith 
Offering & Hymn No. 405 
Offertory Prayer Eld J T Joseph  
Scripture Text              Luke 7:36-50 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Gordon Ferguson 
Sermon                        Forgiven Much, Love 

More 
 (Rev Gordon Ferguson) 
Closing Hymn No. 392 
Benediction  Rev Gordon Ferguson 

 Attacks on the Authority of 
Scripture by Apostates 

Dr Paul Ferguson 
The Bible is God’s infallible revelation of 

Himself to mankind. The Scripture makes it very 
clear that its every Word is essential.  All of our 
doctrines, standards, convictions, and our practices 
are derived from the Scriptures.  The doctrine of 
the Sufficiency of Scripture enables us to 
confidently appeal to these Words to determine all 
of our theological and doctrinal boundaries. God’s 
revelation is authoritative, sufficient, and clear—
and ultimately necessary for our existence (Job 
23:12; Prov 29:18; Isa 46:10; Amos 8:11; Matt 
5:17–18; 16:1–4; John 10:35; Rom 1; 2 Tim 3:15; 
Titus 1:2; Heb 6:13). The whole system of God’s 
truth is set forth in the Holy Bible as God’s 
inerrant, infallible and plenary Word. Even Peter 
acknowledged the supremacy of Scripture over his 
wonderful experiences with Christ in 2 Peter 1:16-
18. Commentator Samuel Cox wrote, “Peter knew 

a sounder basis for faith than that of
signs and wonders. He had seen our
Lord Jesus Christ receive honor and
glory from God the Father in the holy
mount; he had been dazzled and
carried out of himself by visions and
voices from heaven; but, nevertheless,
even when his memory and heart are
throbbing with recollections of that
sublime scene, he says, ‘we have
something surer still in the prophetic
word.’ … It was not the miracles of
Christ by which he came to know Jesus,
but the word of Christ as interpreted by
the spirit of Christ.” 

Rationalistic Modernism 
Today, many a compromising

church have accommodated themselves
to rationalistic modernism to the point
that they no longer hold absolute
positions, save perhaps for religious
pluralism and the Golden Rule.
However, the advent of relativism
especially in the textual issue is an
insidious adversary, for it rejects the
real possibility of absolute truth, even if
it promotes infinite forms of meaning.
One apologist once described this
pattern as the “treason of the
intellectuals.” 

Since the Word of God is our only
effective offensive weapon, it would be
wholly inconsistent with the character
of God to send us out into battle with a
sword that is not dependable and
uncertain. The Word attests to Christ,
and Christ attests to the Word—in fact
Christ was the Word made flesh! All of
Scripture was inspired by the Holy
Spirit to set forth God’s unique system

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$13,597.60; 
RM11; Fellowships’ Collections: LF $374 
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200, 
$100; Rev Quek Suan Yew $160; Anne Clements 
& children $100; Ng Yew Chong $100; Bible 
Witness $500; Children’s Ministry $1,000; Church 
Choir $200; VBA Follow-Up Ministry $500; 
FEBC Students $2,000; Sim Swee Ho $100, $100; 
Wendy Teng $200; FEBC Bookroom $283; FEBC 
$3,000, $800, $500, $100, $100 
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
S$24,014.60; RM11 
Church Building Fund $800, $750, $500 Total: 
S$896,807.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $361.20 
Verse for the Week: Better is the poor that 
walketh in his integrity, than he that is perverse in 
his lips, and is a fool. Prov 19:1 
 

Sunday School Teachers’ Lunch will be held next 
Sunday, Aug 23, 09 at 12.45pm, The Olive Tree 
Restaurant, InterContinental Hotel. 
6th Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch will be held 
at the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, RELC, 
Oct 4, 09, 12.30pm. The subsidised rate for 
members and regular worshippers is $15 per person 
including children who sit at the big tables and $5 
for children buffet (age 11 years and under). For 
non-members, it is $24. Come and praise the Lord 
on this happy occasion.  
True Life 7th Anniversary Jubilee Magazine. 
Please email your testimony (100 to 300 words) to 
tljubilee@gmail.com by end Oct 09. 
 

Bamboo House of New Life Orphan Centre, Yangon, Myanmar 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

of truth and thus the system of truth is self-
attesting. Robert Reymond shows how
absolutely vital the Scriptures are, “We must
not forget that the only reliable source of
knowledge that we have of Christ is the Holy
Scripture. If the Scripture is erroneous
anywhere, then we have no assurance that it is
inerrantly truthful in what it teaches about
him. And if we have no reliable information
about him, then it is precarious indeed to
worship the Christ of Scripture, since we may
be entertaining an erroneous representation of
Christ and thus may be committing idolatry.
The only way to avoid this conclusion is to
keep the Christ of Scripture and the Scripture
itself in vital union with each other—the
former the Giver of the latter—and to affirm
that the latter is true because it was inspired
by the former who is Truth itself (John 14:6).” 

Theologian John Murray makes it clear the
desperate state of mankind without the
Scriptures, “Without Scripture we are excluded
completely from the knowledge, faith, and
fellowship of him who is the effulgence of the
Father’s glory and the transcript of his being,
as destitute of the Word of life as the disciples
would have been if Jesus had not disclosed
himself through his spoken word.… Our
dependence upon Scripture is total. Without it
we are bereft of revelatory Word from God,
from the counsel of God ‘respecting all things
necessary for his own glory, man’s salvation,
faith and life.’… It is because we have not
esteemed and prized the perfection of Scripture
and its finality, that we have resorted to other
techniques, expedients, and methods of dealing
with the dilemma that confronts us all if we are
alive to the needs of this hour … let us also
know that it is not the tradition of the past, not
a precious heritage, and not the labours of the
fathers, that are to serve this generation and
this hour, but the Word of the living and
abiding God deposited for us in Holy
Scripture.” 

False Worldviews 
As a consequence of the Fall man is

estranged from the God of Scripture, giving
rise to the many false worldviews that have

arisen throughout history. Man’s ability to
think logically has been impaired but not
erased by the Fall. The consequence of this is
that often man’s reasoning is flawed, and can
even be logically valid but from the wrong
premises. Therefore, it is foolish to make
Holy Scripture subordinate or equal to human
reasoning.  

Throughout the Scriptures, we see
perennial attacks by the devil and rebellious
mankind on God’s authority. The very first
textual critical attack on God’s Words came
in Genesis when we are told a serpent who
“was more subtil than any beast of the field
which the LORD God had made” cast doubt
by posing the question, “Yea, hath God said?”
Satan’s strategy deals in doubt and cultivates
it by attacking the certainty of God’s Word by
changing the truth, which is seen in his
temptation of Eve (Gen 3) and of the Lord
Jesus (Matt 4). It should be also noted that
Eve also was a critic by adding to the Words
of God. Like our modern textual critics, Satan
and Eve did what they wanted to do with
God’s Words.  

The Bible is very clear that the Devil hates
the Word of God. He utilized Rome to burn
some copies, but his main attack was on the
text itself. We are told that Satan questioned
it, misquoted it, took it out of context, and
attempted to get someone to doubt God’s
promises (Gen 3, Matt 4, and all of Job). The
Apostle Paul warns of those who “changed
the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped
and served the creature more than the
Creator” as heading towards apostasy (Rom
1:25).  

As a consequence, today most professing
Christians lack a coherent Biblical worldview.
Many set up a buffer zone between the parts
of the Bible they accept and the parts they
reject. The reality of objective truth is denied
as the Postmodern Church turn to feelings and
experiences in replacement for truth, and
exchange worldviews as quickly as they try
on new clothes. It is increasingly difficult to
defend the true faith to a world and a Church
that is unwilling to make any judgment

concerning truth. We must, however, assert the
infallibility of Scripture over the fallibility of
human science and we must never allow the
latter to drive our interpretation of the Biblical
text. In other words, we are not integrationists
who accept such as synthesis. We cannot don
God-denying glasses with the unbeliever and
then try to point God out using them. As
Douglas Wilson eloquently put it, “The Bible
meets no standard; the Bible is the standard.
Conservative defenders of the Word too often
act like the Bible is an exceptionally bright
student, always acing every test we might
devise for it. But the tests we devise are always
skewed, and the very idea of testing here
is deeply problematic. We have the whole
classroom turned around. Our propeller heads
in the back row – the scientists – were not
enrolled in order to grade the teacher. And
those in the second row – the textual critics –
need to quit passing notes and listen some
more. … The Bible is not a grab bag of
infallible truths, thoughtfully provided by God
so that we could have an axiomatic starting
point for our subsequently autonomous
reasoning. The Scriptures are authoritative.
We are men, with our breath in our nostrils.
We are creatures with little pointy heads.
Further, to complicate matters further, we are
sinful creatures. We must be under a complete
authority, full authority, exhaustive authority.
The charge will of course be that we have
embraced obscurantism. We are opposed to
science, or health, or worse yet, to good food,
wholesome air and bright sunshine. But we
should remain content, whether the slander
sticks or not. As creatures, we cannot function
without an ultimate court of appeal. This is
true of every man, believing or unbelieving,
and the only choice we have is whether or not
that ultimate court will be the Scriptures. But
surely it should be considered odd when
Christians deny that ultimate place to what
God has told us.” 

Our Only Defence 
The great attack in the last days is on the

existence of God by atheists, and the authority
of Scripture by textual critics. There is a need

to build a Biblical defence to these assaults
using the Biblical presuppositional approach
through the “spectacles of Scripture.” Our
defence of the faith should have no different
ultimate authority than our method of
expounding the faith. The Lordship of Christ
demands we articulate and practice a
Christian apologetic, Bibliology, art, science,
and music. In doing so, we need to honour
God’s Words above the words of any man.
We trust His promises and wisdom above
that of any man. 

Introducing Our Preacher  
This Morning 

 
Presbyterian Church in Walthamstow,
London. The Free Presbyterian Church was
formed in 1951 by Dr Ian Paisley and there
are over one hundred Free Presbyterian
churches and extensions throughout the
world. All churches must only use the
English Authorised Version. Rev Ferguson
also sits as the Free Presbyterian’s
representative on the General Committee of
the Trinitarian Bible Society (TBS). The TBS
unashamedly state that its aim is, “To
promote Bible translations which are accurate
and trustworthy, conforming to the Hebrew
Masoretic Text of the Old Testament, and
the Greek Textus Receptus of the New
Testament, upon which texts the English
Authorised Version is based.” During the
year 2007 alone, it printed and distributed a
total of 11,153,318 Bibles, New Testaments,
and Scripture portions across the world. Rev
Ferguson is the father of Dr Paul Ferguson
who wrote the article above. 

 

Warm Christian
welcome to Rev
Gordon Ferguson.
Rev Ferguson has
been an ordained
minister of the Free
Presbyterian Church
of Ulster for almost
30 years. Presently
he is the minister
of London Free
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Aug 24 – 30, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Daniel
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

THU 7.30 pm The Book of Isaiah
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Rev Koa Keng Woo)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
2.30 pm Evangelism

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat,
Aug 29, 09 at 3.30pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 48A
Foch Road. For transport, please meet at FEBC at
2.50pm or at Lavender MRT at 3.10pm. Message:
“I AM the Door of the Sheep” by Rev Dr Quek
Suan Yew. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting this
Sat, Aug 29, 09 at Mr and Mrs Lam Pin Juh’s
home, 57 Hillview Avenue #06-01, Hillington
Green, 5.30pm. Tel: 91377086. Message: “Pray
with a Contrite Heart” by Rev Dr Quek Suan
Yew. Contact Ng Choon Seng at 97669005 for
details.
YPF Camp 2009, Dec 7-12, 09 at Calvary
Tengah BPC. Theme: YPF–Your Purpose in
Fellowship. Speakers: Rev Tan Kian Sing & Rev
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Contact Clement Chew at
98297665 for details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 29
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 59
Hymn No. 134
Announcements
Special Number African Students
Offering & Hymn No. 454
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text I Thess 5:8-18
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow
Sermon Pray Without Ceasing

(Dr S H Tow)
Closing Hymn No. 358
Benediction Dr S H Tow

The “Gaying of Singapore”
Dr S H Tow

(Senior Pastor, Calvary Pandan BPC)

“The writing is on the wall,” meaning to say
that the gaying of Singapore society is well within
sight. Section 377 of the Penal Code used to be a
deterrent but is fast losing its relevance as the
thinking of younger Singaporeans flows with the
rising liberal tide. The silent conservative majority
is fast fading in the face of social change and
liberalization.

This transformation was enacted before our
very eyes in Straits Times of July 24, 2009. In the
“Home” section, page C2, is an article titled, “Top
grad in censorship protest.” Read carefully and
you will see the gaying of Singapore society had
taken a “great leap forward” when the “top grad”
delivered his valedictory speech at the Nanyang
Technological University’s Graduation ceremony.

In a business-like manner, before the “cream of
Singapore society,” the young graduate Mr Loo

Zihan made a gentle protest against the
“censorship” for banning his poster
depicting a homosexual scene. It
featured an undressed man, being
handled by another male, and a third
male reflected in a mirror nearby.

The NTU authorities demanded that
Mr Loo change the poster (which had
been used to advertise his film
“Threshold”) featuring homosexuality,
his final year project. The reason given
was because “it was inappropriate as
young children would be attending …”

But Mr Loo stood firm, and held
back his poster. At the convocation,
he spoke out: if he had given in and
agreed to “change the poster image”
(as demanded by the NTU) it would
mean, “loss of conviction and authority
…” on his part.

He felt a sense of responsibility to
his fellow graduates who had voted for
him to speak on their behalf. In his
speech, Mr Loo called upon his
schoolmates to be “brave enough to
stand firm,” adding that artists must
strive not only to produce great art
but to bear responsibility for their
productions, failing which “we betray
ourselves and our audiences.”

Mr Loo was confident that his batch
of graduates would make a difference
to society. He further urged them to
“carry on and fulfil the role of the
artists in society, to think, to question,
and to challenge.”

When contacted by the ST
journalist, NTU said “it was a
misunderstanding, and the school had

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$11,987;
RM15; USD20; Fellowships’ Collections: AF $252
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $100,
$100; Berean BPC $50; Church Choir $200; Sim
Swee Ho $100; FEBC $400, $400, $50
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$13,639; RM15; USD20
Church Building Fund $300, $200, $100, $100
Total: S$897,507.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $327.00

Verse for the Week: Also, that the soul be without
knowledge, it is not good; and he that hasteth with
his feet sinneth. Prov 19:2

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Colossians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am.
All are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.
6th Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch will be held
at the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, RELC,
Oct 4, 09, 12.30pm. The subsidised rate for
members and regular worshippers is $15 per person
including children who sit at the big tables and $5
for children buffet (age 11 years and under). For
non-members, it is $24. Come and praise the Lord
on this happy occasion.

True Life 7th Anniversary Jubilee Magazine.
Please email your testimony (100 to 300 words) to
tljubilee@gmail.com by end Oct 09.
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are recorded and
available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio CD ($3).
You may place your prepaid orders or collect your
orders at the Booktable, 12pm – 12.30pm.

FEBC Students @ Morning Prayer Time



decided to allow Mr Loo to display the poster
in question after some discussion.” (Quoted
from ST article on page C2 of 24.07.09).

Society’s Attitude to Homosexuality Is
Fast Changing

And how smoothly and swiftly it has
happened. It took a determined and eloquent
graduate aged 26 years, to change the minds of
NTU administrators (possibly twice his age)
to approve of his poster executed “with
conviction and authority,” and whole-
heartedly backed by his colleagues. With
resolve and conviction, Mr Loo and company
quietly demonstrated the strength of their
“unshakeable mission.”

Such apparent “sweet reasonableness” and
determination must have won not a few
converts from among the audience and more
from a multitude of ST readers afterwards.

These are “signs of the times” which only
the blind do not see. The “gaying of Singapore
society” marches on relentlessly. Today, our
conservative Government holds to the time-
honoured Section 377 of the Penal Code. But
time will not honour it for much longer.

Mr Loo and more graduates downstream
“with conviction and authority” will produce
more “great art” in time, and laws (no matter
how long standing and time-honoured) will
give way to “progress,” just as the Lord Jesus
had said. The days of Lot are here. If so, can
our Lord’s return be far behind?

Heed Our Lord’s Words

True to his promise to the Lord, on that
morning by the Sea of Galilee, Peter faithfully
fed the flock of God with timely words of
admonition and warning. In his Second Epistle,
the Apostle reminds readers that God, in
judgment, turning “… the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah into ashes condemned them with an
overthrow, making them an example unto those
that after should live ungodly” (2 Pet 2:6).

But the Lord has great things coming for
those who stand fast and serve faithfully in
the face of the current global rebellion.

“Nevertheless we, according to his promise,
look for new heavens and a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore,
beloved, seeing that ye look for such things,
be diligent that ye may be found of him in
peace, without spot, and blameless” (2 Pet
3:13, 14).

[Reprinted from Calvary Pandan BPC
Weekly of August 2, 2009.]

Far Eastern Bible College

teach others also” (2 Tim 2:2).

FEBC has a total enrolment of 304
students this semester, July-November 2009,
comprising 98 day-time students (53 full-
time, 45 part-time), and 206 night-time
students. The full-time students come from
16 countries: Australia, Cambodia, China,
Congo, Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Kenya,
Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore,
Tanzania, Thailand, United Kingdom, and
Vietnam.

The faculty consists of the following
lecturers: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo (Systematic
Theology, Life of Christ, Greek Exegesis),
Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew (Contemporary
Theology, Homiletics, Daniel, Hebrew
Reading), Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy
(Elementary Hebrew, Isaiah, Zechariah),
Mrs Ivy Tow (Elementary Greek), Rev Koa
Keng Woo (Bible Geography and Cults),
Rev Tan Kian Sing (1 Timothy), Mrs
Jemima Khoo (Introduction to Christian
Education, Pianoforte), and Miss Carol Lee
(Sunday School Curriculum Development,
Jesus the Master Teacher); and tutors: Mr
Dennis Kabingue (Greek Reading), Mrs
Janice Lai (Hymn Stories), Mrs Anne Lim
(Intensive English), Mrs Sharleen Eio
(Intermediate English), and Eld Han Soon

Juan (Advanced English). Dr Paul Ferguson
who was recently conferred the degree
of Doctor of Religious Education by
Foundations Bible College (USA) teaches
Biblical Apologetics as part of his ThD
requirements at FEBC.

For students who cannot come to FEBC,
FEBC goes to them. The College offers
three online courses this semester—
“Knowing Man,” “Knowing Bible-
Presbyterianism,” and “The Perfect
Preservation of the Holy Scriptures.”
Besides our residential students, we have
three from Calvary Jaya BPC in KL taking
the courses for credit and working towards a
Certificate.

The distance learning online programme
replaces the off-campus correspondence
programme offered by FEBC since 1995.
The correspondence programme had no
strict schedule; students could work on the
faculty-directed courses at their own time
and pace. The online programme, on the
other hand, follows the academic timetable
of the College, and begins and ends at the
same time as the residential courses of the
College semester by semester. Such a
controlled and disciplined approach gives
students the impetus to complete their
studies on time. The courses and syllabi are
taught and designed by the faculty, and Mr
Murray Ong, our IT Specialist, administers
the whole programme via the internet.

As part of the College curriculum, the
Principal will lead a Holy Land Pilgrimage
from the 15th to the 29th of November 2009
(DV). Pilgrims who submit a research paper
or project after the trip will earn two credits.

We thank the Lord that the Basic
Theology for Everyone (BTFE) night classes
on Daniel and Isaiah are well attended. The
over 200 BTFE students come from 34
different local churches: Baptist Fellowship
Church, Berean Bible-Presbyterian Church,
Berith Bible-Presbyterian Church, Calvary
Assembly of God, Calvary Baptist Church,
Calvary Bible-Presbyterian Church, Calvary

Pandan Bible-Presbyterian Church, Calvary
Tengah Bible-Presbyterian Church, Christ
Methodist Church, Evangelize China
Fellowship, Faith Community Baptist
Church, Fisherman of Christ Fellowship,
Galilee Bible-Presbyterian Church,
Gethsemane Bible-Presbyterian Church,
Gospel Light Bible-Presbyterian Church,
Grace Bible Church, Hebron Bible-
Presbyterian Church, Hope Church, Hope of
God Church, Jesus Saves Mission, Jireh
Bible-Presbyterian Church, Leng Kwang
Baptist Church, Life Bible-Presbyterian
Church, Maranatha Bible-Presbyterian
Church, Moriah Bible-Presbyterian Church,
New Life Bible-Presbyterian Church,
Orchard Road Presbyterian Church, Pasir
Panjang Christ Church, Praise Evangelical
Church, Sharon Bible-Presbyterian Church,
Tabernacle Bible-Presbyterian Church, True
Life Bible-Presbyterian Church, Truth
Bible-Presbyterian Church, Zion Bible-
Presbyterian Church.

The Rev Gordon Ferguson preached to
the FEBC students on 17 August 2009 at
the morning chapel hour. He spoke from
Ecclesiastes 11:1-6 and encouraged the
faculty and students to be industrious
in sowing the gospel seed and
teaching the whole counsel of God. Rev
Ferguson is the pastor of the Free
Presbyterian Church in London, and an
officer of the General Committee of the
Trinitarian Bible Society.

Rev Gordon Ferguson with Dr Jeffrey Khoo
after the FEBC Morning Chapel Service

“And the things
that thou hast heard
of me among many
witnesses, the same
commit thou to
faithful men, who
shall be able to
teach others also” (2
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Aug 31 – Sep 6, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Daniel
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Isaiah

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Adults Fellowship

Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Ladies Fellowship Meeting this Wed, Sep 2, 09
at RELC, Level 6, Newton Room (Room 601),
7.45pm. Message: “He That Overcometh—Half
Deadness” by Pr Dennis Kabingue. All are
welcome. Contact Judith at 96729973 for details.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting this Fri,
Sep 4, 09 at 8pm in the home of Mr and Mrs
Bernard Tee. Address: 11 Greenwood Lane,
Singapore 287001. Tel: 67609069.

Adults Fellowship Meeting this Sat, Sep 5, 09 at
Mr and Mrs William Teo’s home, Blk 835
Woodlands St 83 #12-113, 3.30pm. Program:
Bible Study on Acts by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
Contact William Teo at 91831150 for details.
Young People’s Fellowship’s Cottage Meeting
at the home of Mr and Mrs Samuel Eio this
Sat, Sep 5, 09 at 3.30pm. Address: Blk 101,
Commonwealth Crescent, #06-124, Singapore
140101. For transport, please meet at FEBC at
3pm. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.

YPF Camp 2009, Dec 7-12, 09 at Calvary
Tengah BPC. Theme: YPF–Your Purpose in
Fellowship. Speakers: Rev Tan Kian Sing & Rev
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Contact Clement Chew at
98297665 for details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 118
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Isaiah 61
Hymn No. 119
Announcements
Special Number Youth Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 123
Offertory Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Psalm 90:1-12
Pastoral Prayer Rev Koa Keng Woo
Sermon Are You Numbering Your

Days?
(Rev Koa Keng Woo)

Closing Hymn No. 426
Benediction Rev Koa Keng Woo

What is Edifying Speech?
(A sermon preached by the Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

at True Life BPC on 2 August 2009)
God had created mankind with the ability to

speak. Made in the image of God, we human
beings have been endowed with a voice to express
in words our thoughts and feelings. As Christians
we need to use our voice or speech to promote that
which is good and godly, and to denounce that
which is sinful, wicked, and evil.

The Apostle Paul tells us in Ephesians 4:25 and
29, “Wherefore putting away lying, speak every
man truth with his neighbour: for we are members
one of another. … Let no corrupt communication
proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good
to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace
unto the hearers.” What is the meaning of
“edification”? The Greek word for edification is
oikodomeo which literally means “to build a
house” and is used metaphorically in the Scriptures
to mean the building up of a believer’s faith in
Christ and His Word. It is used 20 times in its

various forms in the New Testament.

Now, the word “edify” is often
abused and misused today. How often
have we used this term to dismiss
anything we hear from the Scriptures
which we do not like to hear, which
pricks our conscience and convicts us
of our sin and error? Any word, spoken
or written, that does not make us feel
good about ourselves, we dismiss as
“unedifying.”

It is sad that the pulpit ministry in
general today is utterly man-centred and
market-driven, embracing the worldly
philosophy that “the consumer is king.”
A “Pepsi” attitude has crept into the
church. People today crave for “pep me
up” self-love and self-esteem speeches
that will make them feel good about
themselves, to hear nice and sweet
things that will make them love
themselves more and more, to assure
them that they are not really that bad
after all, that they are actually pretty
good people even though the Bible says
without equivocation that we are born in
sin, and are by nature utterly sinful and
desperately wicked people (Jer 17:9). It
is no wonder that the Apostle Paul
warned about what people will be like
in the end-times, “This know also, that
in the last days perilous times shall
come. For men shall be lovers of their
own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers …” (2 Tim 3:1-2a). In
order to protect the church from the
end-time man-centred and man-exalted
mindset, he commanded all faithful
ministers of the gospel to do this:
“Preach the word; be instant in season,
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $9,771
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200,
$100; Amos Go’s Motor Cycle $50; Baraka BPC’s
Church Van $50; Bible Witness Web Radio $100;
Church Choir $100; African Students $70; Apasia
(FEBC) $50; Charles K. Sang (FEBC) $50; Eric
L. Kambale (FEBC) $50; Ibrahim N. Kiarie
(FEBC) $50; Lyn Were (FEBC) $50; Peter M.
Maurice (FEBC) $50; Barnabas Yap & family
$100; Sim Swee Ho $100; Wendy Teng $200;
FEBC $600, $400, $150, $100, $50
Total General and Designated Offerings: $12,441
Church Building Fund $200, $100 Total:
S$897,807.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $358.00

Verse for the Week: The foolishness of man
perverteth his way: and his heart fretteth against
the LORD. Prov 19:3

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Colossians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am.
All are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.
Door-to-door HDB flats evangelism session this
afternoon at Bukit Panjang. Meet at Blk 182 Jelebu
Road at 2.30pm. For details, contact Dn Charles
Kan at 98310468.
6th Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch will be held
at the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, RELC, Oct
4, 09, 12.30pm. The subsidised rate for members
and regular worshippers is $15 per person including
children who sit at the big tables and $5 for children
buffet (age 11 years and under). For non-members,
it is $24. Come and praise the Lord on this happy
occasion.
True Life 7th Anniversary Jubilee Magazine.
Please email your testimony (100 to 300 words) to
tljubilee@gmail.com by end Oct 09.

Ladies Fellowship Meeting, 6 May 2009



with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the
time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall
they heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears” (2 Tim 4:2-3).

So, what constitutes edifying speech that
will cause us to have a correct view of
ourselves, and to build us up in the most holy
faith and our love for our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ? In Ephesians 4:25 and 29 we are
told that for our speech to be edifying (i.e. able
to build up a Christian in His faith and love for
Christ), it must be:

Truthful
Ephesians 4:25 says, “Wherefore putting

away lying, speak every man truth with his
neighbour: for we are members one of
another.” This statement must be read in the
context of the previous verses, “But ye have
not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have
heard him, and have been taught by him, as the
truth is in Jesus: That ye put off concerning the
former conversation the old man, which is
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be
renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye
put on the new man, which after God is created
in righteousness and true holiness” (Eph 4:20-
24). It is addressed to the believer who is no
longer the old man without Christ, void of the
Spirit of Christ, but the new man, who has
been regenerated and sanctified by Christ and
indwelt by the Holy Spirit. We have already
put away old clothes to put on new uniforms.
A policeman must behave like a policeman and
not a thief. Since we have “put off” the old
man and the old way of life which was sinful
and deceitful, and have “put on” the new man
which seeks to reflect the righteousness and
holiness that is in Christ Jesus, we should no
longer tell lies but speak the truth.

What is the truth that we must speak?
It must surely be the Word of God and
everything that agrees with the Word of God.
The Word of God is a means of grace, for God
uses it to sanctify us, to cleanse our minds and
purify our hearts. That is why Jesus prayed to
His Father, “Sanctify them through thy truth:
thy word is truth” (John 17:17). So every
preacher who delivers God’s Word from the

pulpit must make sure he preaches the truth
and not falsehood and error, for only the truth
will build up the faith of the saints and cause
them to love the Lord more and more.
Heresies, errors and lies on the other hand
seek to tear a person away from Christ by
causing them to have a low view of His Word.

Some people say the doctrine of the
Verbal Plenary Preservation (VPP) of the
Holy Scriptures is “unedifying” and even
condemn it as “heresy.” But what is heresy? A
heresy is any and every doctrine that causes a
person to have a low or diminished view of
God and His Word. A heresy is any and every
doctrine that seeks to tear a person away from
Christ and His words. Does VPP belittle
Christ and His words? No, not at all! VPP
says God has not only inspired His words
100% but also preserved His words 100% so
that the Bible we have in our hands today is
100% perfect without any mistake. It is the
truth as taught in Psalm 12:6-7, Matthew 5:18
and many other passages in the Bible. VPP
speaks of an all-powerful God who is not only
able to protect and preserve His people but
also His inspired words. It causes the saints
to have the utmost confidence in the Holy
Scriptures and in the ability of their God. The
doctrine of VPP edifies and encourages the
faith of the saints. That is why we know it
is the truth. The denial of the perfect
preservation of the Scriptures is on the other
hand destructive. It will only discourage and
destroy the faith of the saints. For “If the
foundations be destroyed, what can the
righteous do?” (Ps 11:3). That is why
believers who desire to be faithful to Christ
must keep on teaching and defending the truth
of VPP for it is good for our souls and for the
church, “For we can do nothing against the
truth, but for the truth” (2 Cor 13:8).

Note that truth may not be pleasant to
hear. Truth sometimes does the work of
building up by means of tearing down the bad.
Since we are not perfect, we should be open
to criticisms. Reproof, rebuke, correction are
very edifying, and we should welcome them.
Just like medicine, it may be bitter, but it
cures our sickness. That is why the Bible says,

“Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the
kisses of an enemy are deceitful” (Prov 27:6).
A friend tells you the truth because he desires
for you to live, but an enemy flatters in order
to trap and to kill. “A man that flattereth his
neighbour spreadeth a net for his feet” (Prov
29:5). May the preacher never be a flatterer to
tell the people they are well and good when
they are not. The flatterer is a false preacher, a
deceiver. A true preacher will not be afraid to
rebuke sin and to expose error for this will
bring a good result. Proverbs 28:23 says, “He
that rebuketh a man afterwards shall find more
favour than he that flattereth with the tongue.”

Uncorrupted
Ephesians 4:29 says, “Let no corrupt

communication proceed out of your mouth, but
that which is good to the use of edifying, that
it may minister grace unto the hearers.” The
word “corrupt” here has the idea of something
bad, dirty and rotten. We should not be using
our mouth to lie, to gossip, to slander, to
backbite, to flatter. What we say often reveals
the kind of heart we have. If we have an evil
heart, evil words will come out of our mouths,
“for out of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaketh” (Matt 12:34). In another
place, Jesus said, “A good man out of the good
treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which
is good; and an evil man out of the evil
treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which
is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his
mouth speaketh” (Luke 6:45). And so, it is
important that we learn to listen to ourselves,
and to examine what we say, and chide and
correct ourselves if necessary, “Did I just say
that? I should not have said that! I am sorry.”
Bad words that come out of our mouth will
only bring about destruction and death.

Corrupt words proceed from a corrupt
heart. Bad words stem from a bad spirit. That
is why we are told in Ephesians 4:31-32, “Let
all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and
clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from
you, with all malice. And be ye kind one to
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven
you.” It is only when we have a Christlike
heart of charity, filled with kindness,

gentleness, and forgiveness, that we will find
ourselves having the ability to control our
tongue. This will happen only when we are
spiritually mature and wise in Christ. “If any
man offend not in word, the same is a perfect
man, and able also to bridle the whole body. …
Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge
among you? let him shew out of a good
conversation his works with meekness of
wisdom” (Jas 3:2, 13).

Corrupt speech would include cursing and
swearing, using vulgarities, cracking dirty
jokes, making racist remarks etc. Such words
serve only to demean, degrade and discriminate.
They are destructive words. They do not in any
way contribute to the wellbeing of others. That
is why verse 31 says, “Let all bitterness, and
wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil
speaking, be put away from you, with all
malice.” “Bitterness” makes a person to use the
tongue like a razor blade, to use cutting words
in order to hurt the hearer. “Wrath” here is fury
or strong antagonistic feelings which result in
uncontrollable outbursts. “Anger” here refers to
pent-up feelings of hatred which finally explode
with murderous words. That is why verse 26
warns us, “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the
sun go down upon your wrath.” “Clamour” is
losing one’s temper that leads to yelling and
screaming. “Evil speaking” refers to slanderous
and blasphemous words, and “malice” produces
words aimed at harming others.

As Christians, our speech should be pure
and sincere, and aimed to protect the hearer and
provide him with the knowledge and wisdom he
needs to improve himself. The Apostle Paul
says, “Let your speech be alway with grace,
seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye
ought to answer every man” (Col 4:6). In
another place, he tells us to “[speak] the truth
in love, [so that we] may grow up into him in
all things, which is the head, even Christ: From
whom the whole body fitly joined together and
compacted by that which every joint supplieth,
according to the effectual working in the
measure of every part, maketh increase of the
body unto the edifying of itself in love” (Eph
4:15-16).

May the Lord help us!
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TRUE                 BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am 

 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Sep 7 – 13, 2009) 

MON–FRI FEBC Mid-Term Break 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room  
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am  Worship (Lord’s Supper) 
  (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503) 
 

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat, 
Sep 12, 09 at 3.30pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 48A 
Foch Road. For transport, please meet at FEBC at 
2.50pm or at Lavender MRT at 3.10pm. Message: 
“I AM the Good Shepherd” by Rev Dr Quek 
Suan Yew. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for 
details. 
FCM Combined Meeting 2009 on Sep 18, 09, 
Fri at Calvary Pandan BPC. Time: 6.30pm 
Dinner/7.45pm Meeting Proper. Message: 
“Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts” by Pr Dennis 
Kabingue. Contact Joy at 91121760 for details. 
YPF Camp 2009, Dec 7-12, 09 at Calvary 
Tengah BPC. Theme: YPF–Your Purpose in 
Fellowship. Speakers: Rev Tan Kian Sing & Rev 
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Contact Clement Chew at 
98297665 for details. 
2009 Church Camp messages’ orders are ready 
for collection at the Booktable, 12pm – 12.30pm. 
We extend our congratulations to Mr and Mrs 
Benjamin Soh on the birth of their daughter, 
Stacey Soh on Aug 10, 09. 
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan 
Opening Hymn No. 49 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Matt 6:19-34 
Hymn        Our God is a Loving 
  Father  
Announcements 
Special Number Church Choir 
Offering & Hymn No. 284 
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan  
Scripture Text              Rom 15:1-7 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Sermon                         Am I My Brother’s Keeper?
 (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
Closing Hymn No. 376 
Benediction  Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

The Old Testament Text and the 
Dead Sea Scrolls 

Dr Edward F Hills 
How the Priests Preserved the  

Old Testament Text 
The Hebrew Scriptures were written by Moses 

and the prophets and other inspired men to whom 
God had given prophetic gifts. But the duty of 
preserving this written revelation was assigned not 
to the prophets but to the priests. The priests were 
the divinely appointed guardians and teachers of 
the law. And it came to pass, when Moses had 
made an end of writing the words of this law in 
a book, until they were finished, that Moses 
commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD. saying, Take this book of 
the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be 
there for a witness against thee (Deut.31:24-26). 
Thus the law “was placed in the charge of the 
priests to be kept by them along side of the most 

sacred vessel of the sanctuary, and in its
innermost and holiest apartment.” (1)
Also the priests were commanded, as
part of their teaching function, to read
the law to the people every seven years
(Deut. 31:12). Evidently also the priests
were given the task of making correct
copies of the law for the use of kings
and rulers, or at least of supervising
the scribes to whom the king would
delegate this work (Deut. 17:18). 

Not only the Law of Moses but
also the Psalms were preserved in the
Temple by the priests, and it was
probably the priests who divided the
Hebrew psalter into five books
corresponding to the five books of
Moses. It was David, the sweet singer
of Israel who taught the priests to
sing psalms as part of their public
worship service (1 Chron. 15:16, 17).
Like David, Heman, Asaph and Ethan
were not only singers but also inspired
authors, and some of the psalms were
written by them. We are told that the
priests sang these psalms on various
joyful occasions, such as the dedication
of the Temple by Solomon (2 Chron.
7:6), the coronation of Joash (2 Chron.
23:18), and the cleansing of the Temple
by Hezekiah (2 Chron. 29:30). 

How the other Old Testament books
were preserved during the reigns of the
kings of Israel and Judah we are not told
explicitly, but it is likely that the books
of Solomon were collected together and
carefully kept at Jerusalem. Some of
Solomon’s proverbs, we are told, were
copied out by the men of Hezekiah king
of Judah (Prov. 25:1). 

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: $8,726.30; 
Fellowships’ Collections: FBF $136.70; YPF 
$121.80 
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $2,000, 
$100; Rev Errol Stone $250; Amos Go’s Motor 
Cycle $100; Anniversary Lunch for FEBC choir 
$1,000; Berean BPC $50; Gethsemane Care 
Ministry $1,200; Missions $1,000; Trinipilo 
Lagapa & family $100; Ng Yew Chong $100; Ow 
Kuan Tai $800, $50; Sim Swee Ho $100, $100; 
Wendy Teng $200; FEBC $2,000, $200, $50  
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
$18,384.80 
Church Building Fund $1,000, $800, $600, $200, 
$50, $50 Total: S$900,507.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $333.00 
Verse for the Week: Wealth maketh many friends; 
but the poor is separated from his neighbour. Prov 
19:4 
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 
Colossians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am. 
All are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from 
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm. 
6th Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch will be held 
at the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, RELC, 
Oct 4, 09, 12.30pm. The subsidised rate for 
members and regular worshippers is $15 per person 
including children who sit at the big tables and $5 
for children buffet (age 11 years and under). For 
non-members, it is $24. Come and praise the Lord 
on this happy occasion.  
True Life 7th Anniversary Jubilee Magazine. 
Please email your testimony (100 to 300 words) to 
tljubilee@gmail.com by end Oct 09. 

 

Palestinian text represented by manuscript
4Q from Cave 4, and (3) a Proto-
Masoretic text represented by a Greek text
of Samuel also from Cave 4. And in the
Pentateuch also Cross divides the text into
the Egyptian, Palestinian, and Proto-
Masoretic varieties. G. R. Driver (1965),
however, disagreed with Burrows,
Albright, and Cross. According to him,
the Dead Sea Scrolls were written in the
first and early second centuries A.D.  

Thus we see that, despite the new
discoveries, our confidence in the
trustworthiness of the Old Testament text
must rest on some more solid foundation
than the opinions of naturalistic scholars.
For as the Qumran studies demonstrate,

these scholars disagree with one another.
What one scholar grants another takes
away. Instead of depending on such
inconstant allies, Bible-believing Christians
should develop their own type of Old
Testament textual criticism, a textual
criticism which takes its stand on the
teachings of the Old Testament itself and
views the evidence in the light of these
teachings. Such a believing textual criticism
leads us to full confidence in the Masoretic
(Traditional) Hebrew text which was
preserved by the divinely appointed Old
Testament priesthood and the scribes and
scholars grouped around it. 
(Source: Edward F Hills, The King James
Version Defended, pages 91-93, 100-102.) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Except for periodic revivals under godly
rulers, such as Asa, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah,
and Josiah, the days of the kings were times of
apostasy and spiritual darkness in which the
priests neglected almost entirely their God-
given task of guarding and teaching God’s
holy law. This had been the case during the
reigns of the ungodly rulers who had preceded
the good king Asa. Now for a long season
Israel hath been without the true God, and
without a teaching priest and without law
(2 Chron. 15:3). And during the reign of
Manasseh the original copy of the Law had
been mislaid and was not found again until
Josiah’s time (2 Kings 22:8). Because the
priests were thus unfaithful in their office as
teachers, Jerusalem was finally destroyed, and
the Jews were carried away captive to Babylon
(Mic. 3:11-12). But in spite of everything, God
was still watching over His holy Word and
preserving it by His special providence. Thus
when Daniel and Ezekiel and other true
believers were led away to Babylon, they took
with them copies of all the Old Testament
Scriptures which had been written up to that
time. 
The Traditional (Masoretic) Hebrew Text 

of the Old Testament 
After the Jews returned from the

Babylonian exile, there was a great revival
among the priesthood through the power of the
Holy Spirit. Not by might nor by power, but by
my Spirit, saith the LORD of hosts (Zech. 4:6).
The Law was taught again in Jerusalem by
Ezra the priest who had prepared his heart to
seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to
teach in Israel statutes and judgments (Ezra
7:10). By Ezra and his successors, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, all the Old
Testament books were gathered together into
one Old Testament canon, and their texts were
purged of errors and preserved until the days of
our Lord’s earthly ministry. By that time the
Old Testament text was so firmly established
that even the Jews’ rejection of Christ could
not disturb it. Unbelieving Jewish scribes
transmitted this traditional Hebrew Old
Testament text blindly but faithfully, until

the dawn of the Protestant Reformation. As
Augustine said long ago, these Jewish scribes
were the librarians of the Christian Church.
(2) In the providence of God they took care
of the Hebrew Old Testament Scriptures until
at length the time was ripe for Christians to
make general use of them. 

According to G. F. Moore (1927), the
earliest of these scribes were called Tannaim
(Teachers). These scribes not only copied the
text of the Old Testament with great accuracy
but also committed to writing their oral
tradition, called Mishna. These were followed
by another group of scribes called Amoraim
(Expositors). These were the scholars who in
addition to their work as copyists of the Old
Testament also produced the Talmud, which
is a commentary on the Mishna.  

The Amoraim were followed in the sixth
century by the Masoretes (Traditionalists)
to whom the Masoretic (Traditional) Old
Testament text is due. These Masoretes took
extraordinary pains to transmit without error
the Old Testament text which they had
received from their predecessors. Many
complicated safeguards against scribal slips
were devised, such as counting the number of
times each letter of the alphabet occurs in
each book. Also critical material previously
perpetuated only by oral instruction was put
into writing. It is generally believed that
vowel points and other written signs to aid in
pronunciation were introduced into the text
by the Masoretes.  

It was this Traditional (Masoretic) text
which was printed at the end of the medieval
period. The first portion of the Hebrew Old
Testament ever to issue from the press was
the Psalms in 1477. In 1488 the entire
Hebrew Bible was printed for the first time.
A second edition was printed in 1491 and a
third in 1494. This third edition was used by
Luther in translating the Old Testament into
German. Other faithful Protestant translations
followed, including in due time the King
James Version. Thus it was that the Hebrew
Old Testament text, divinely inspired and
providentially preserved, was restored to the

Church, to the circle of true believers. 

Manuscripts of the Hebrew Old 
Testament — The Dead Sea Scrolls 
The Jewish rabbis venerated their copies of

the Old Testament so much that they did not
allow them to be read to pieces. As soon as
their Old Testament manuscripts became too
old and worn for ordinary use, they stored
them in their synagogues and later buried
them. Hence, until rather recently no ancient
Hebrew Old Testament manuscripts were
available to scholars, the oldest known
manuscript dating from no earlier than the 9th

century A.D. All the available manuscripts,
however, were found to contain the Masoretic
(Traditional) text and to agree with one another
very closely. The first critic to demonstrate
this was Bishop Kennicott, who published at
Oxford in 1776-80 the readings of 634 Hebrew
manuscripts. He was followed in 1784-88 by
De Rossi, who published collations of 825
more manuscripts. No substantial variation
among the manuscripts was detected by either
of these two scholars. 

The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls has
altered this situation. These scrolls had been
placed in earthen jars and deposited in caves
near Wadi Qumran by the Dead Sea. They
were first brought to light in 1947 by an
Arab who was looking for a goat which had
wandered away. After a few months some of
the scrolls from this first cave were sold by the
Arabs to the Syrian Orthodox Monastery of St.
Mark and others to the Hebrew University. In
1955 the Monastery of St. Mark sold its share
of the Dead Sea Scrolls to the State of Israel.
Thus these two lots of ancient writings were
finally reunited under the same owners. 

This collection includes the following
documents: (1) Isaiah A, an almost complete
copy of Isaiah in Hebrew; (2) Isaiah B, another
copy of Isaiah in Hebrew, reasonably complete
from chapter 41 onwards but containing only
fragments of earlier chapters; (3) a copy in
Hebrew of the first two chapters of Habakkuk
with a verse-by-verse commentary also in
Hebrew; (4) the Rule of the Community, a code

of rules of a community written in Hebrew;
(5) a collection of hymns in Hebrew; (6) the
Rule of War, a description in Hebrew of
ancient warfare; (7) an Aramaic paraphrase of
chapter 5 to 15 of Genesis. Of these seven
manuscripts Isaiah A is regarded as the oldest.
One expert sets its date at 175-150 B.C.;
another expert makes it 50 years younger. The
other manuscripts are thought to have been
written from 50 to 150 years later than Isaiah
A.  

After these manuscripts had been
discovered in the first cave, ten other caves
in the same vicinity were found to contain
similar treasures. Of these Cave 4 has proved
the most productive. Thousands of fragments,
once constituting about 330 separate books,
have been taken from this location. These
fragments include portions of every Old
Testament book except Esther. Rather recently
(1972) O’Callaghan has claimed that certain
fragments found in Cave 7 are from New
Testament manuscripts. This discovery,
however, has been rejected by most other
scholars.  

The discovery of the first Dead Sea Scroll,
Isaiah A, was generally regarded by scholars
as a victory for the Masoretic (Traditional)
Hebrew text of the Old Testament. According
to Burrows (1948), this manuscript agreed
with the Masoretic text to a remarkable degree
in wording. And according to Albright (1955),
the second Isaiah scroll (Isaiah B) agreed even
more closely with the Masoretic text. But the
discovery in 1952 of Cave 4 with its vast
store of manuscripts altered the picture
considerably. It became apparent that the
Proto-Masoretic text of the Isaiah scrolls was
not the only type of Old Testament text that
had been preserved at Qumran. In the
manuscripts from Cave 4 many other text-
types have been distinguished. Accordingly,
in 1964 F. M. Cross presented some of the
conclusions which he had drawn from his
Qumran studies. He believed that three
distinct ancient texts of Samuel can be
identified, namely, (1) an Egyptian text
represented by the Septuagint, (2) a
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TRUE                 BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am 

 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Sep 14 – 20, 2009) 

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Daniel 
  (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Isaiah 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room  
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am  Worship (Rev Prabhudas Koshy)
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Filipina Bible Study 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503) 
Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far 
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
FCM Combined Meeting 2009 this Fri, Sep 18, 
09 at Calvary Pandan BPC. Time: 6.30pm 
Dinner/7.45pm Meeting Proper. Message: 
“Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts” by Pr Dennis 
Kabingue. Contact Joy at 91121760 for details. 
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat, 
Sep 19, 09 at 3.30pm. Venue: RELC Level 5, 
Room 502. For transport, please meet at FEBC 
at 3pm. Program: Parents Appreciation Day. 
Speaker: Eld Joseph. Contact Herbert at 
94377715 for details. 
YPF Camp 2009, Dec 7-12, 09 at Calvary 
Tengah BPC. Theme: YPF–Your Purpose in 
Fellowship. Speakers: Rev Tan Kian Sing & Rev 
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Contact Clement Chew at 
98297665 for details. 
Sunday School Teachers’ Workshop on 
Children’s Songs will be held on Mon, Sep 21, 09 
from 10am to 12pm at the home of Bernard and 
Winnie Tee, 11 Greenwood Lane. 
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo is away preaching at the 
10th Anniversary Thanksgiving Service of Faith 
Presbyterian Church-Perth. 
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Eld J T Joseph 
Opening Hymn No. 432 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 37 
Hymn        No. 150 
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn No. 56 
Offertory Prayer Eld J T Joseph 
Scripture Text              Haggai 2:1-9 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew 
Sermon                          A Church Pleasing to God
 (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
Closing Hymn No. 199 
 (Lord’s Supper) 
Benediction  Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew 

Can the NIV Be Saved? 
Jeffrey Khoo 

The New International Version (NIV) is the 
bestselling version of the English Bible today 
according to the Christian Booksellers’ 
Association. The venerable King James Version 
(KJV) is in second place. Despite the plethora of 
modern versions out in the market today that seek 
to dethrone the KJV, it continues to be highly 
esteemed and well used. The KJV has lasted and 
outlasted others for almost 400 years. How about 
the NIV, will it last? Perhaps judgement time has 
come.  

NIV Makeover in 2011 
In an attempt to save the NIV, Biblica 

(formerly International Bible Society) on 
September 1, 2009 announced that the NIV 
will receive a makeover by 2011 (http://www.
nivbible2011.com). Moe Girkins, CEO of NIV 
publisher Zondervan, confesses that “The T-NIV is 
very divisive. It’s not a unifying translation. And it 
was poorly handled in the marketplace. We need to 

undo the damage.” The T-NIV (Today’s
NIV) which was published in 2005 in
the United States was supposed to be an
improved and better NIV by making it
feminist-sensitive and gender-inclusive.
It has been observed that the TNIV
deleted from the Bible such words as
“man,” “father,” “son,” “brother” and
“he” in no less than 3000 places. These
changes in no small way undermine
the doctrine of the family and of male
headship, and many other doctrines
in the Bible (see http://www.
genderneutralbibles.com). Since times
are a changing and language evolving,
it was thought that a politically correct
gender-neutral version would boost
popularity and profits. Wrong!  

Can the NIV be saved? It is well
nigh impossible for the NIV to be saved
or salvaged. Why? The problems of the
NIV are deeper and deadlier than its
egalitarianism. They are its rotten roots,
namely (1) its source text which is the
corrupt Westcott-Hort Text and not the
traditional, preserved, and received text
(Textus Receptus), and (2) its dynamic
equivalency method of translation
which offers a subjective interpretation
over against an objective word-for-word
translation of the verbally and plenarily
inspired Word of God. As such, it is not
a “makeover” that the NIV needs, but
an “extreme makeover.” Will the NIV
be a more reliable and trustworthy
version by 2011? It cannot and will not
be! The cosmetic changes will do no
good when the real need is radical
surgery. 

The NIV has been and will continue
to be a most unfaithful and

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: $9,557; 
Fellowships’ Collections: AF $327; LF $270 
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200; 
Mrs Tow $200; Baraka BPC’s Church Van $100; 
Faith Presbyterian Church-Perth $50; Myanmar 
Mission $200; Gethsemane Care Ministry $200, 
$100; Ladies Fellowship $500; Marilyn Nanta 
(FEBC) $200; Tann Heng (FEBC) $50; Sim Swee 
Ho $500; FEBC Scholarship $400; FEBC $1,200, 
$500, $400, $100 
Total General and Designated Offerings: $15,054 
Church Building Fund $1,000, $100 Total: 
S$901,607.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $273.00 
Verse for the Week: A false witness shall not be 
unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall not 
escape. Prov 19:5 
Letter from Hokkaido. Dear Brethren: Praying 
continuously for you, as you are much on our 
hearts. Thank you for keeping us posted via the 
weekly bulletins. We often wonder what the 
treacherous dealers in your midst are trying to do 
next, and pray also for them the grace of repentance 
and restitution. Please use the enclosed (USD1000) 
where most needed. We would be grateful if you 
could share some with Dr Jose Lagapa and his 
precious family. He is greatly missed in Hokkaido. 
A brother in Christ, Robert Kluttz, 3 September 
2009. 
6th Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch will be held 
at the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, RELC, Oct 
4, 09, 12.30pm. The subsidised rate for members 
and regular worshippers is $15 per person including 
children who sit at the big tables and $5 for children 
buffet (age 11 years and under). For non-members, 
it is $24. Come and praise the Lord on this happy 
occasion.  
True Life 7th Anniversary Jubilee Magazine. 
Please email your testimony (100 to 300 words) to 
tljubilee@gmail.com by end Oct 09. 

 Now Open! Faith & Freedom Bookshop. 10 George St, Stirling, Perth, WA 6021, 
Australia (Rev Errol Stone) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

untrustworthy version of the Bible. How so? By
employing a corrupt source text and an equally
unacceptable method of translation, the NIV has
undermined the Written Word and the Living
Word in a number of places. Here are some
instances: 

Attacking the Divine Preservation  
of Holy Scriptures 

Psalm 12:6–7 says, “The words of the LORD
are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of
earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt keep
them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from
this generation for ever.” This is a very explicit
proof-text on God’s promise to preserve His
Words. How did the NIV translators render this
verse? The NIV reads, “And the words of the
LORD are flawless, like silver refined in a
furnace of clay, purified seven times. O LORD,
you will keep us safe and protect us from such
people forever.” Note the change from “keep
them” to “keep us,” and “preserve them” to
“protect us.” They changed the pronouns from
third plural (i.e. “them”) to first plural (i.e. “us”).
Is this an accurate or acceptable translation? In
the Hebrew, the first word is tishmerem. The -em
suffix is literally “them” not “us.” He will keep
“them” (so KJV) is correct. The second word is
titzrennu. The -ennu suffix (with an energetic
nun) is third singular (i.e. “him”), not first plural
(i.e. “us”). The energetic nun is emphatic (i.e.
“every one of them”). So it should be translated
preserve “them” (i.e. every single one of His
words) not “us” (i.e. people). By incorrectly and
inaccurately translating Psalm 12:7, the NIV has
completely removed the doctrine of Bible
preservation from this text. 

The NIV has not only attacked the Written
Word, it has also attacked the Living Word—the
Person of Christ—in at least these three places. 

Attacking the Eternal Generation  
of God the Son 

The eternal generation of the Second Person
of the Holy Trinity (i.e. Jesus Christ is the
eternally begotten Son of God) is an important
doctrine of the Christian Faith. The 4th century
Athanasian and Nicene Creeds state that Jesus is
both Son and God “only-begotten, ... of the
Father before all the ages.” The Westminster

Confession of Faith (WCF, 1647) likewise
followed the ancient creeds in describing the
relationship that exists within the Godhead:
“In the unity of the Godhead, there be three
persons, of one substance, power and eternity;
God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Ghost. The Father is of none, neither
begotten nor proceeding; the Son is eternally
begotten of the Father; the Holy Ghost
eternally proceeding from the Father and the
Son” (II:3; emphasis added). 

All three ancient creeds describe Christ as
only begotten, or eternally begotten. Now
every doctrine must be based on the Bible.
Where in the Bible do we find Jesus being
described as the only begotten Son of God? If
you have the KJV you will find it in John
1:14, 18; 3:16, 18; and 1 John 4:9. But if you
are using the NIV, you will not find it. The
term “only begotten” with reference to Christ
has been conveniently removed by the NIV. It
mistranslates the Greek monogenês as “one
and only.” Problem is monogenês does not
just mean “one and only.” The Greek
monogenês comes from two words: monos
meaning “only” and gennaô meaning “to
beget” or “to generate.” The KJV translates it
literally and accurately as “only begotten.”
The NKJV’s criticism of the NIV’s “dynamic”
rendering of monogenês is worth noting,
“Dynamic equivalence, a recent procedure
in Bible translation, commonly results in
paraphrasing where a more literal rendering is
needed to reflect a specific and vital sense.
For example, references to Christ in some
versions of John 3:16 as ‘only Son’ or ‘one
and only Son’ are doubtless dynamic
equivalents of sorts. However, they are not
actual equivalents of the precisely literal ‘only
begotten Son,’ especially in consideration of
the historic Nicene statement concerning the
person of Christ, ‘begotten, not made,’ which
is a crucial Christian doctrine.” 

The NIV goes counter to Reformed
theology. The WCF teaches according to the
Scriptures that Jesus “the Son is eternally
begotten of the Father.” But if you are
Reformed in your beliefs, and using the NIV,
you should be shocked to know that the

fundamental doctrine of the eternal generation
of the Son of God finds no support whatsoever
in the NIV. It is simply not there. The NIV has
subtracted from God’s Word; a very dangerous
thing to do (Rev 22:19).  

Attacking the Virgin Birth of Christ 
In Luke 2:33 we read, “And Joseph and his

mother marvelled at those things which were
spoken of him” (KJV). In the NIV, it reads like
this, “The child’s father and mother marvelled
at what was said about him.” Do you see the
problem here with the NIV? The NIV makes
Joseph the father of Jesus! It contradicts the
virgin birth. The liberals who deny the virgin
birth would say Amen to the NIV.  

Know that the NIV’s rendering of this
verse is totally out of line for the following
reasons: (1) the word “child” is not in the
traditional Greek text, (2) the word “father” is
also not there, (3) the possessive pronoun “his”
is connected to Mary alone (“his mother”), and
does not include Joseph. The NIV has caused
Luke to contradict the virgin birth. Jesus has
only one Father, and He is none other than the
First Person of the Holy Trinity. Joseph was
neither physically nor spiritually the father of
Jesus. 

Now, NIV advocates will point out verse
41 which called Joseph and Mary “his parents”
(so KJV as in NIV). The fact that Joseph and
Mary were indeed parents of Jesus—Joseph
being legally a “parent” and not naturally the
“father” of Jesus—would prove the point that
the biblical writer was careful not to attribute
the title “father” to Joseph, for Jesus has only
one Father, and that is His Father in Heaven—
the First Person of the Holy Trinity. In verse
43, we again see the original writer carefully
distinguishing Joseph’s actual relationship with
Jesus by the words “Joseph and his mother,”
again purposely avoiding calling Joseph His
“father.” Jesus Himself refused to call Joseph
“father,” and gently corrected Mary when she
said, “thy father and I have sought thee” (Luke
2:48), which drew this response, “How is it
that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be
about my Father’s business?” (Luke 2:49).
Why did not Jesus use “God,” or “the Lord,”

but “Father” at this juncture? It is to correct any
misconception that Joseph was in any way His
“father”; God alone was His Father. 

Attacking the Deity and  
Humanity of Christ 

1 Timothy 3:16 has to be one of the clearest
texts of Scripture proving the full deity and full
humanity of Christ, “And without controversy
great is the mystery of godliness: God was
manifest in the flesh, ...”. But from the NIV,
you would have a difficult time proving this.
Instead of the reading, “God was manifest in
the flesh,” you have “He appeared in a body.”
The NIV obscures (1) the deity of Christ by
removing “God” and replacing it with just
“He,” and (2) the humanity of Christ by
replacing “the flesh,” with “a body” (a body
may not necessarily be “flesh and blood”). The
word in the original is sarx, “flesh,” not sôma,
“body.” It is also interesting and significant to
note that the KJV translators never rendered
sarx as “body” and sôma as “flesh.” The KJV
translators recognised the distinction between
the two; something the NIV translators failed to
do, having exalted method over theology. 

Since we are at 1 Timothy 3:16, a comment
on why the NIV reads “He” and not “God” is
appropriate. The NIV chose to adopt a
Westcott-Hort reading of the text. According to
Westcott and Hort, since the Sinai and Vatican
codices read “he who,” instead of “God,” it
must be the correct reading. And mind you, this
is over against the majority of the Greek
manuscripts which read theos, “God,” instead
of hos, “he who.” Many modern versions like
the NIV happily follow Westcott and Hort in
corrupting the Word of God. Lovers of God’s
Word should refrain from using a version
which not only wrongly translates the Bible,
but also supports the unbelieving views of
Westcott and Hort. 

We thank the Lord for the KJV which is the
most faithful and accurate translation of the
Bible in the English language. Since God has
given to us such a good and faithful, time-
tested and time-honoured version of the Bible
as the KJV, let us stick to it, and stay clear of
unfaithful and corrupt translations like the NIV. 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Sep 21 – 27, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm No FEBC Night Class
WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Isaiah

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Dr S H Tow)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
2.30 pm Evangelism

Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat,
Sep 26, 09. Time: 4pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 48A
Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender
MRT at 3.15pm. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting this
Sat, Sep 26, 09 at Mr and Mrs Ng Choon Seng’s
home, 5 Mount Faber Road, #07-12 The Pearl,
5.30pm. Message: “Pray with Spouse” by Rev Dr
Quek Suan Yew. Contact Ng Choon Seng at
97669005 for details.
YPF Camp 2009, Dec 7-12, 09 at Calvary
Tengah BPC. Theme: YPF–Your Purpose in
Fellowship. Speakers: Rev Tan Kian Sing & Rev
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Contact Clement Chew at
98297665 for details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 88
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Deuteronomy 33
Hymn No. 101
Announcements
Special Number Family Bible Study

Fellowship
Offering & Hymn No. 109
Offertory Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text James 1:19-21
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy
Sermon Swift to Hear

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
Closing Hymn No. 381
Benediction Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy

Earnestly Contending for the Faith
Jeffrey Khoo

The Apostle Jude in his epistle wrote,
“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto
you of the common salvation, it was needful for me
to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should
earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints.” (Jude 3). Jude shared
with his readers how he felt when he began to write
this epistle, He said he “gave all diligence.” This
word spoudeen has the sense of making haste
(Mark 6:25, Acts 20:16). Jude felt an urgent need,
and an intense burden to write about the “common
salvation.” Why did he feel this way? Evidently,
the Church was beginning to be infiltrated by false
teachers who were attempting to destroy the
Christian faith. So, Jude thought it necessary to
remind the believers of the salvation that all born
again believers possessed. The word used to
describe the salvation is koinees. Here, it refers to
something that is shared by all. Qualitatively and
quantitatively speaking, every Christian receives

the same salvation in the Lord Jesus
Christ. There is no such thing as
different degrees of salvation; one is
“more saved,” and another is “less
saved.” Jude wanted to write on the
doctrine of salvation (soteriology) in
all its various aspects: justification,
sanctification, glorification etc. This
was probably so because he wanted the
believers to be sure of what they have
believed and whom they have believed
in so that they might be freed from any
doubt about their salvation when false
teachers try to tempt them away from
the Lord Jesus Christ.

At first, Jude wanted to teach the
fundamentals of the Christian Faith, but
later felt constrained by the Holy Spirit,
in view of the potentially dangerous
situation the Church was then facing, to
apply the doctrine of salvation instead.
The Christians by this time were already
in possession of the great salvation
epistles of the Apostle Paul, namely
Romans, Galatians, and Hebrews. Now
there was a need to defend that sacred
body of truth. The subject he originally
chose to speak on was retained. What
Jude changed was his theme, from the
Principles of the Faith (i.e. know it), to
the Protection of the Faith (i.e. defend
it).

Jude said that he was duty bound—
anagken—to write the Epistle in view
of end-time dangers that surrounded the
Church. He strongly urged (parakaloon)
the believers to “earnestly contend” for
the faith. The word “earnestly contend”
is significant. It is the Greek
epagoonizesthai which is a strong word
for “struggle.” It is a call for one “to

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$8,156.50,
RM45; Fellowships’ Collections: YPF $63.50
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200;
Berean BPC $50; Missions $500; Trinipilo G.
Lagapa (FEBC) $50; Ow Kuan Tai $200; Sim
Swee Ho $100; FEBC $1,000, $480, $400, $100,
$50
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$11,350; RM45
Church Building Fund $1,000, $500, $200, $100
Total: S$903,407.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $223.00

Verse for the Week: Many will intreat the favour
of the prince: and every man is a friend to him that
giveth gifts. Prov 19:6

Thu night class is held at the Far Eastern Bible
College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Colossians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Sunday School Teachers’ Workshop on
Children’s Songs will be held tomorrow, Sep 21, 09
(Mon) from 10am to 12pm at the home of Bernard
and Winnie Tee, 11 Greenwood Lane.
6th Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch will be held
at the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, RELC, Oct
4, 09, 12.30pm. The subsidised rate for members
and regular worshippers is $15 per person including
children who sit at the big tables and $5 for children
buffet (age 11 years and under). For non-members,
it is $24. Come and praise the Lord on this happy
occasion.
True Life 7th Anniversary Jubilee Magazine.
Please email your testimony (100 to 300 words) to
tljubilee@gmail.com by end Oct 09.

At the AEF Bible College of Western Australia (Principal Clive Hayden is in a red
shirt at the centre, and Administrator Dennis Taylor is on the extreme right)



exert intense effort on behalf of something.”
Although it is only found here in the NT, its
root agoonizomai occurs seven times in Luke
13:24, John 18:36, 1 Cor 9:25, Col 1:29, 4:12,
1 Tim 6:12, 2 Tim 4:7. It is a military word
and is usually translated as “fight.” For
example, Paul commanded Timothy, “Fight
the good fight of faith” (1 Tim 6:12). In the
Christian context, it has to do with spiritual
warfare. It has nothing to do with guns and
grenades (cf John 18:36). We are called to
defend the faith against false teachers, heresies,
and worldliness by means of the Word of God
which is the Sword of the Spirit (Eph 6:17).
We earnestly contend for the faith by
preaching, writing, and conducting ourselves
according to God’s Word.

This battle for the faith is going to be
a long drawn affair. We need to keep on
contending for the faith day by day. There
should be no relaxing, but a constant,
consistent, and continual struggle for the purity
of the Church and her message. It is agonising
work. A defender of the faith should not expect
to find overwhelming support from the general
populace. When a person believes in the Holy
Bible and obeys it, he goes against the
philosophy and praxis of a God-denying and
Gospel-hating world. Persecution in the form
of verbal abuse, discrimination, incarceration,
etc can be expected. The Christian contender is
called to endure it all and remain faithful to the
Lord Jesus Christ and His Word.

And what are we to earnestly contend for?
It is for THE once for all delivered unto the
saints FAITH. Faith may be understood in two
ways: in the subjective sense of personal faith
(i.e. belief, trust, submission, surrender etc), or
in the objective sense of the Christian faith
(i.e. the Christian religion, the body of truth
that Christianity is based on). Jude here is
referring to the latter. This Faith that Jude
refers to is contrasted with other faiths in that it
is THE ONLY TRUE FAITH or THE ONLY
TRUE RELIGION. True forgiveness of sin
with its promise of eternal life is found ONLY
IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST (John 14:6, 1
Tim 2:5). This fact of salvation, and content of
faith may not be altered. It is THE TRUTH,

and TRUTH IS UNCHANGEABLE. Christian
Theology is settled and inscripturated in the 66
books of the Bible. None is to add to or subtract
from it (Rev 22:18-19). There is no such thing
as “new” theology, Spurgeon was absolutely
correct when he said, “There is nothing new in
theology except that which is false.”

Why do we need to earnestly contend for
the faith? Verse 4 tells us why, “For there are
certain men crept in unawares, who were before
of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly
men, turning the grace of our God into
lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God,
and our Lord Jesus Christ.” The Church has
been infiltrated by wicked men. These men
have already “crept in.” The word pareisedusan
is interesting. It is a combination of the
prepositions para meaning “alongside,” or
“beside,” and eis meaning “into,” and the verb
duoo meaning “to go down,” or “to sink.” It has
the idea of stealthy intrusion by camouflage.
These people by clever subterfuge, join the
ranks, mingle with the people, and gradually
blend in with the crowd. They are wolves
in sheep’s clothing. Jesus already warned,
“Beware of false prophets, which come to you
in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are
ravening wolves” (Matt 7:15). The Apostle
Paul likewise warned, “Take heed ... For I
know this, that after my departing shall
grievous wolves enter in among you not
sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw
away disciples after them” (Acts 20:28-30).
The Apostle Peter also warned, “But there were
false prophets also among the people, even as
there shall be false teachers among you, who
privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even
denying the Lord that bought them, and bring
upon themselves swift destruction” (2 Pet 2:1).
Be warned and beware!

A Fourfold Ministry Downunder
Faith Presbyterian Church (Perth,

Australia) under the pastoral care of the Rev
Errol Stone celebrated its 10th anniversary with
a Bible seminar and a thanksgiving dinner and
service, 11-13 September 2009. True Life
Bible-Presbyterian Church was represented by

Mrs Ivy Tow, Dn and Mrs Charles Kan whose
son Benjamin is pursuing graduate studies at
Edith Cowan University, and Deborah &
Judith who ministered to the congregation with
their songs of praise. I was asked to preach the
gospel on Friday night just before the
thanksgiving dinner. On Saturday, I presented
5 lectures on the 2nd Coming of Christ. The
film on An Yohan, the blind Korean pastor,
was screened. The day ended with an evening
of music and praise with special items from the
children and young people of Faith Church,
from Deborah & Judith, and from the Kan
family. I was privileged to bring the Word of
God to the people on the Lord’s Day, speaking
from Revelation 2:8-11, “Be Thou Faithful.”
After the service, we visited an old folk’s
home to encourage the residents there. That
night we had a Japanese buffet dinner to
welcome the new members of the church.

Faith Presbyterian Church has been blessed
by the faithful ministry of the Rev and Mrs
Errol Stone since its founding in 1999. The
Rev Stone is one of FEBC’s outstanding
graduates having earned his BTh in 1998 and a
MMin in 2008. The Lord has blessed him with
a fourfold ministry of the Word—preaching,
teaching, writing and lately bookselling.
Besides preaching Sunday after Sunday,
feeding the flock of God, a number of whom
are students from Singapore studying in the
various universities in Perth, Rev Stone also
teaches at the Aboriginal Evangelical
Fellowship (AEF) Bible College of Western
Australia. The College was recently blessed
with a new building housing the office, library,
and classrooms. Pastor Clive Hayden is the
Principal and Mr Dennis Taylor the
Administrator. Mr Taylor had visited FEBC on
2 occasions, taking the Daily Vacation Bible
College classes in 2008 and 2009. We were
very happy to visit the Aboriginal Bible
College and did not go empty-handed. Like the
wise men from the East bearing gifts, we
donated to the College 10 KJV study Bibles,
and 2 hardbound volumes of FEBC’s
theological journal—The Burning Bush. It is
encouraging to know that the Aboriginal Bible
College takes a strong stand for the KJV.

Recently, the Rev Stone succeeded the Rev
John MacKenzie as editor of the Faith &
Freedom magazine. The Rev MacKenzie who
is suffering from terminal cancer has handed
over to the Rev Stone not only the editorship
of the Faith & Freedom magazine but also
his bookroom ministry of many years. The
bookroom has a fine collection of God-fearing
and Bible-believing books carefully selected
and stocked by the Rev MacKenzie. Noting
Rev Stone’s close association with FEBC, the
Rev MacKenzie saw it fit to bequeath to him
his two important literature ministries and
even his personal library. The Rev Stone is
ably assisted by Mr Jim Laurenson who is the
bookroom manager.

Mr Jim Laurenson and Rev Errol Stone

We do not forget Eld and Mrs Harold
Watkins who despite their age are a pillar of
strength in the work of Faith Presbyterian
Church. We also enjoyed the fellowship of
Ivan Toms, an FEBC graduate, who flew in
from Cairns, and Dn and Mrs John Meimaris
of Bethel Bible-Presbyterian Church,
Melbourne, and all the very hospitable
brethren of Faith Presbyterian Church. What a
joyous gathering! Praise the Lord! JK

FEBC Alumni–Ivan Toms and Errol Stone
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TRUE                 BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Sep 28 – Oct 4, 2009) 

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Daniel 
  (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Isaiah 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Family Worship  
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am  6th Anniversary Thanksgiving 
  Service (Rev Stephen Khoo) 
  Korean Service (Room 503) 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503) 
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be 
held at the home of Mr and Mrs Tan Tong Hai 
this Fri (Oct 2, 09) at 8pm. Address: 151 Duchess 
Avenue, Singapore 269172. Tel: 64646681. 
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat, 
Oct 3, 09 at 3.30pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 48A 
Foch Road. For transport, please meet at FEBC at 
2.50pm or at Lavender MRT at 3.10pm. Message: 
“Life of Paul as a Disciple & Soldier of Christ” 
by Dr Paul Ferguson. Contact Herbert at 
94377715 for details. 
Door-to-door HDB flats evangelism session this 
afternoon at Bukit Panjang. Meet at Blk 504 
Jelapang Road at 2.30pm. For details, contact Dn 
Charles Kan at 98310468. 
YPF Camp 2009, Dec 7-12, 09 at Calvary 
Tengah BPC. Theme: YPF–Your Purpose in 
Fellowship. Speakers: Rev Tan Kian Sing & Rev 
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Contact Clement Chew at 
98297665 for details. 
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Opening Hymn No. 73 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Song of Solomon 2:1-17 
Hymn        Jesus, My Lord, I Yearn 
  For Thee 
Announcements 
Special Number Ming Wei, Bernice & Zuyi 
Offering & Hymn No. 245 
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Scripture Text              Psalm 20 
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow 
Sermon                           Remember the Name of the
  LORD 
 (Dr S H Tow) 
Closing Hymn No. 31  
Benediction  Dr S H Tow 

Why We Are Bible-Presbyterians 
Jeffrey Khoo 

In this modern age when Christendom at large 
has forgotten its biblical, theological and historical 
roots, the Lord has raised up the Bible-Presbyterian 
(B-P) Church and other like-minded churches to: 
(1) preach the pure gospel of Jesus Christ against
the false gospels introduced in the last century (e.g. 
the social gospel and liberation theology of the 
modernists, and the health-and-wealth gospel of the 
charismatics); (2) teach the whole counsel of God
against those who say that only the gospel is 
important but not all the inspired words and 
fundamental doctrines of the Holy Scriptures; (3) 
defend the Christian Faith by taking a separatist 
stance against ecumenism which aims to unite 
the Protestant Church with the Roman Catholic 
Church, and to confuse truth with error.  

By so doing, we fulfil the Great Commission 
which is the Lord’s first commandment to the 
Church: “And Jesus came and spake unto them, 

saying, All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen” (Matt 28:18-20). 

History 
As B-Ps, it is important we

remember our roots, our history, even
the godly men whom the Lord had
specially anointed to point us to the
right direction according to His Word.
“Remember them which have the rule
over you, who have spoken unto you the
word of God: whose faith follow,
considering the end of their
conversation” (Heb 13:7). One such
man was the Rev Dr Timothy Tow, the
founding father of B-Pism in Southeast
Asia. He was saved during the great
revival of Dr John Sung. Submitting
himself to his mother’s vow that he
should be a pastor, he went to China for
his theological training under China’s
first theologian, Dr Chia Yu Ming, and
then to Faith Theological Seminary,
USA, where he caught the spirit of the
20th Century Reformation Movement
from the Rev Dr Carl McIntire, the
founder of the Bible Presbyterian
denomination in the United States.
Upon the completion of his theological
studies at Faith, he returned to
Singapore in 1950 to become founding
pastor of Life B-P Church. In 2003, he
resigned from Life B-P Church to found
the True Life B-P Church so that he
might continue to teach and defend the

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: $8,420; 
Fellowships’ Collections: YPF $511.40 
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200; 
Anne Clements & children $100; FEBC $200, 
$100  
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
$9,531.40 
Church Building Fund $200, $100 Total: 
S$903,707.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $223.00 
 

Verse for the Week: All the brethren of the poor 
do hate him: how much more do his friends go far 
from him? he pursueth them with words, yet they 
are wanting to him. Prov 19:7 
 

 

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far 
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 
Colossians under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am. 
6th Anniversary Thanksgiving Service next 
Sunday (Oct 4, 10.30am) followed by thanksgiving 
lunch at the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, 
RELC, 12.30pm. Let us praise the Lord on this 
happy occasion.  
True Life 7th Anniversary Jubilee Magazine. 
Please email your testimony (100 to 300 words) to 
tljubilee@gmail.com by end Oct 09. 
Vacation Bible School 2010. Bro Timothy Tan and 
Sis Joycelyn Chng will serve as Director and 
Assistant Director, respectively, of our VBS 2010. 
Please uphold them and the programme in your 
prayers. 

 
Faith Presbyterian Church’s 10th Anniversary Thanksgiving Service,  

13th September 2009 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

twin doctrines of Verbal Plenary Inspiration
(VPI) and Verbal Plenary Preservation (VPP),
and the 100% perfection of the Holy Scriptures
without any mistake in the original languages on
which the King James Version (KJV) is based.
The Far Eastern Bible College and other faithful
B-P churches remain faithful and true to the
Word of God and the Testimony of Jesus Christ,
earnestly contending for the faith in these last
days of rampant unbelief and apostasy, when
many have fallen away.  

Doctrine 
We are B-Ps because we stand foursquare on

the absolute and final authority of God’s Written
Word—the Holy Scriptures. It must be stressed
that we are Bible first, then Presbyterians.
Without the Bible, there will be no
Presbyterianism, not even Christianity. “If the
foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous
do?” (Ps 11:3).  

The Holy Scriptures, fully inspired and fully
preserved, are the very foundations of our
Christian Faith. Many who call themselves
“Christian” today do not believe the Bible to be
the totally infallible and inerrant Word of God.
As B-Ps, we affirm VPI and VPP. “The words of
the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a
furnace of earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt
keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them
from this generation for ever” (Ps 12:6-7). “For
verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass,
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from
the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matt 5:18).
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my
words shall not pass away” (Matt 24:35). Like
the Reformation saints, we believe in the sole
and supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures
(Sola Scriptura) because the Bible was not only
divinely inspired in the past, but remains divinely
inspired today to the last word, syllable and letter
because God has supernaturally preserved His
words down through the ages, and by the logic
of faith, we identify the divinely authentic and
authoritative words to be the Hebrew, Aramaic
and Greek words underlying the KJV. We use
and uphold the KJV because it is the most
faithful and accurate English translation of the
Holy Scriptures we have today.  

As Presbyterians, we follow the theology of

John Calvin—the great 16th Century Reformer
who systematised the Christian Faith in his
Institutes of the Christian Religion. The Rev
Dr Timothy Tow rightly said, “Calvinism is
Paulinism systematised.” We follow Calvin
because he followed the Apostle Paul who
taught the fundamental doctrines of Sola
Gratia, Sola Fide, and Solus Christus.
Contrary to the teaching of the Roman
Catholic Church, the Bible teaches salvation
by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ
alone. “For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: Not of works, lest any man should boast”
(Eph 2:8-9). This is the good news of Jesus
Christ which gives us the assurance of
salvation and the forgiveness of sins. 

Practice 
We are B-Ps because we obey the Lord’s

command to be separated from all forms of
ungodliness and false teachings. The command
of separation is found in 2 Corinthians 6:14-
7:1, “Be ye not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with darkness? And
what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what
part hath he that believeth with an infidel?
And what agreement hath the temple of God
with idols? for ye are the temple of the living
God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them,
and walk in them; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and
I will receive you, And will be a Father unto
you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters,
saith the Lord Almighty. Having therefore
these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 

Not only must we be a separated
community of saints so that we might be the
salt and light God meant us to be in this sin-
plagued and sin-darkened world, we must also
“earnestly contend for the faith which was
once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3). We
must engage in a prophetic ministry of calling
people to repentance, warning them of the

spiritual dangers that abound in the world today
and from the judgement of God to come when
Christ returns. 

May the Lord keep us and find us faithful.
Amen.  

Faith & Freedom Bookshop 
(10 George St, Stirling, Perth, WA 6021) 

Jim Laurenson 

Faith & Freedom Bookshop Front 
On the evening of Sunday, November 16th

2008, Rev Stone, Elder Harold Watkins, Budi
Soetarto and myself (Jim Laurenson) met at
Adelaide Airport, having flown in from Perth
and Melbourne to accept the gift of Faith &
Freedom Ministries Bookshop and Magazine
from Rev John MacKenzie, his wife Christine
and the Faith & Freedom Board of Management,
on behalf of Faith Presbyterian Church—Perth. 

The next 3½ days and long nights were spent
stocktaking, listing and packaging more than
9,000 items including books, tracts, CDs,
pamphlets, cards, bookcases, stands, the list is
endless and the wealth of resources was mind
blowing. Mrs MacKenzie had been meticulous in
her recording of the business matters and Rev
John had done an equally fine job of archiving
materials. It was obvious everything we needed
to continue the work was there. Praise God. The
container arrived in Perth on Thursday,
December 11th and the work of seeking all the
necessary government approvals etc was begun. 

Faith Presbyterian Church had been asked to
nurture the reestablishment of these ministries
which Rev John MacKenzie and his wife had so
faithfully built up over some 40 years. Due to ill
health, Rev MacKenzie was no longer able to

continue the ministry in which he had stood
so firmly for the Truth of the inerrant and
infallible Word of God as found in the KJV,
and had continually denounced the apostasies
of false doctrines which have become so
prevalent in these Last Days. 

All glory to God for the gift of this new
ministry in Perth which opened on June 16th.
We look forward to serving the many folk who
have been such loyal patrons of the work
through the years and also the new brethren
we know God will direct to avail themselves
of the sound puritan and reformed materials
which are stocked.  

The 24th Chapter of Matthew’s Gospel
speaks of the events that will occur in the Last
Days. Jesus said in verses 4b and 5, “Take
heed that no man deceive you. For many shall
come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and
shall deceive many,” and in verses 11, 12,
“And many false prophets shall rise, and shall
deceive many. And because iniquity shall
abound, the love of many shall wax cold.”
These prophesied events have been taking
place in the last 200 years of church history
and are accelerating in the present day. 

Among the many books available in the
new bookshop can be found the record of how
and by whom these apostasies have taken
place. We are privileged to have been handed
the task of making these valuable resources
available and of encouraging God’s born again
children to read and study to equip themselves
to counter all deception and to grow in their
own spiritual walk. This is a unique godly
resource in Australia.  

 
Deborah & Judith, and Bookshop Manager Mr 
Jim Laurenson. Faith & Freedom Bookshop 

sells Rev Tow’s “Jesus Saves” Clocks. 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Oct 5 – 11, 2009) 

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Daniel 
  (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship 
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Isaiah 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room  
SAT 3.30 pm No YPF Meeting 
 5.00 pm Holy Matrimony of  
  Tan Ming Wei & Bernice Xu 
  Venue: Calvary Pandan BPC 
SUN   9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am  Worship (Lord’s Supper) 
  (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503) 
Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far 
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Ladies Fellowship Meeting this Wed, Oct 7, 09 
at RELC, Level 6, Newton Room (Room 601), 
7.45pm. Message: “He That Overcometh—The 
Hour of Temptation” by Pr Dennis Kabingue. All 
are welcome. Contact Judith at 96729973 for 
details. 
YPF Camp 2009, Dec 7-12, 09 at Calvary 
Tengah BPC. Theme: YPF–Your Purpose in 
Fellowship. Speakers: Rev Tan Kian Sing & Rev 
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Contact Clement Chew at 
98297665 for details. 
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Sixth Anniversary Thanksgiving Service 

Call to Worship Eld J T Joseph 
Opening Hymn No. 27 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 106 
Hymn        No. 558 
Announcements 
Special Number Children’s Choir 
 Youth Choir 
 African Students & Deborah
 True Life/FEBC Choir 
Offering & Hymn No. 118 
Offertory Prayer Eld J T Joseph 
Scripture Text             Deuteronomy 11:13-21 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Stephen Khoo 
Sermon                        My First Love    
 (Rev Stephen Khoo) 
Closing Hymn No. 390   
Benediction  Rev Stephen Khoo 

The Legacy of John Calvin in the 
Bible-Presbyterian Church 

Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Reformed and Presbyterian churches this year 

celebrate the 500th year of John Calvin who was 
born on July 10, 1509 in Noyon, Picardy, France, 
and died on May 27, 1564 in Geneva, Switzerland. 
Calvin was the great French Reformer of the 16th

Century Protestant Reformation. All Reformed and 
Presbyterian churches trace their ancestry and 
theology back to him, and the Bible-Presbyterian 
(B-P) Church is no different.  

What is Calvin’s legacy in the B-P Church? 
What are the lessons to be drawn for the present 
and future as we strive to be a faithful church until 
the Lord returns? Let us look at the history and 
theology of the B-P Church in Singapore and how 
we are what we are because of God’s grace in the 

life and work of Calvin and other great
men of God. 

HISTORY 
The B-P Church in Singapore has

seven historical roots (according to the
Rev Dr Timothy Tow, The Singapore
B-P Church Story, pp9-29). Out of the
seven roots, five of them (1st, 2nd, 3rd, 6th

and 7th) are Reformed or Presbyterian
roots.  

John Calvin 
The B-P Church is a Protestant

Church. We remain part of the 16th

Century Protestant Reformation
movement which opposed the tyranny
and the errors of the Roman Catholic
Church. While many a Protestant
denomination (e.g. Evangelicals and
Catholics Together 1994, and Lutheran
World Federation in 1999) have
capitulated to the ecumenical pressure
to reunite with the Roman Catholic
Church, the B-P Church remains
steadfast in proclaiming the five
fundamental axioms of the Protestant
Reformation, namely, Sola Gratia, Sola
Fide, Solus Christus, Sola Scriptura,
Soli Deo Gloria.   

There were two main leaders in the
Protestant Reformation, Martin Luther
and John Calvin. Luther was the
evangelist, and Calvin the theologian.
When we call ourselves Reformed
or Presbyterian we are identifying
ourselves with Calvin and his theology
as contained in his Institutes of the
Christian Religion and the Calvinistic
Westminster Confession of Faith.
Calvin was a Frenchman, and so our
first root is a French root. 

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$9,129; 
RM5; Fellowships’ Collections: FBF $398.70 
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200; 
FEBC $270, $160, $100, $100  
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
S$10,357.70; RM5 
Church Building Fund $800, $650, $100 Total: 
S$905,257.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $257.00 
 

Verse for the Week: He that getteth wisdom loveth 
his own soul: he that keepeth understanding shall 
find good. Prov 19:8 
 

Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch: The 6th 

Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch will be held at the 
Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, RELC, after 
Worship Service today at 12.30pm.  
SGBF tonight at 6pm, Calvary Pandan BPC on 
theme “Save Our Children.” Rev Dr Quek Suan 
Yew speaks on “Suffer the Children to Come.” 
Free Booklet in Commemoration of 6th Anniversary 
Thanksgiving of True Life BPC and 500th Year of 
John Calvin: A Glimpse of the Life & Works of John 
Calvin by the late Rev Dr Timothy Tow. Get your 
copy from the book table. 
True Life 7th Anniversary Jubilee Magazine. 
Please email your testimony (100 to 300 words) to 
tljubilee@gmail.com by end Oct 09. 
Back Gate to RELC: The Management of RELC 
has informed us that with effect from Oct 5, 09 
(Mon), the Back Gate to RELC will be closed for 
security reasons. Please use the main entrance to 
enter RELC. 

 
 

True Life BPC Prayer Meeting, 25 September 2009 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English Presbyterian Mission 
The second root is the English Root since our

Reformed Faith is derived from the missionaries
of the English Presbyterian Mission (EPM)
who evangelised South China. The English
Presbyterians, not wanting to conform to the
Anglican Church under an Archbishop, separated
themselves to form the Presbyterian Church
which is governed by a plurality of spiritually
qualified and mature men called Presbyters or
Elders, and not by just one man. The B-P Church
is a Church governed by a Board of Elders which
we believe to be the biblical system of church
government. 

William Chalmers Burns 
The third root is the Scottish Root. William

Chalmers Burns (1815-1868) was a Scotsman
and the “Grandfather of Bible-Presbyterians” for
it was he who in 1856 visited the Teochew
ancestors of the Tow’s and the Heng’s in
Swatow, China, and founded the Swatow
Presbyterian Church. The first convert in Swatow
was Tan Khai Lin, the maternal great-grandfather
of the Rev Dr Timothy Tow, who was also the
first to be ordained as a pastor. Owing to
economic hardships, a number of the Swatow
Christians migrated to Singapore and Malaya in
the 1860s and 70s. Noting the migration, the
EPM sent the Rev John A B Cook to organise the
migrants into four churches, one of which was
Life Church, Prinsep Street (1883) or Say Mia
Tng. Life B-P Church came out of Say Mia Tng.  

Carl McIntire 
The next Reformed root is the sixth which is

the American Root. This brings us to Faith
Theological Seminary and the Bible Presbyterian
Church of USA founded by the Rev Dr Carl
McIntire. When Timothy Tow was a student at
Faith Seminary, he heard Dr McIntire’s clarion
call for a 20th Century Reformation which was
organised as the International Council of
Christian Churches (ICCC) in 1948. The call was
to defend the faith in the midst of apostasy. The
Liberals and Modernists were attacking the
Historic Christian Faith and the Holy Scriptures
left, right and centre. The young Timothy Tow
heard the call, found his heart strangely warmed,
and joined with his teacher—Dr Carl McIntire—

in the spiritual battle for a 20th Century
Reformation. 

Timothy Tow 
The Singapore Root is traced to the Rev Dr

Timothy Tow, the founding pastor and first
theologian of the B-P movement in Singapore.
B-Pism in Singapore is known for its
biblical separatist stance against liberalism,
ecumenism, charismatism, neo-evangelicalism
and every false ‘ism’ that has arisen to
undermine the historic Christian Faith. The
doctrine of separation is enshrined in our
constitution. The Rev Dr Timothy Tow
together with the Rev Dr Quek Kiok Chiang
(then Elder) and the Rev Hsu Chiang Tai
(then Deacon) were known as the “Three
Musketeers” in the early days of the
movement, earnestly contending for the faith
which was once delivered unto the saints (Jude
3). Dr S H Tow, noting the danger in the
ecumenical evangelism of Billy Graham in
the 1970s, joined in the fray—the fourth
Musketeer. Read all about it in Timothy
Tow’s book—Disciples of McIntire.  

It is tragic today to see the B-P movement
being destroyed from within. The whole
denomination is now fractured into three or
four camps since the dissolution of the B-P
Synod in 1988 due to incipient charismatism
and neo-evangelicalism (read about it in
Timothy Tow’s The Singapore B-P Church
Story). The falling away is seen more and
more clearly as the years go by. The divide is
even more pronounced today with certain B-P
churches not wanting to defend the Authorised
or King James Version of the Bible which
was the Bible of the 16th Century Protestant
Reformation, which is the Bible of the B-P
Church since its founding. Certain B-P
churches have already replaced the KJV with
the NIV or one of the modern versions, and
some others refuse to take a separatist stance
against the liberal, ecumenical, and neo-
evangelical modern versions which are based
upon corrupt texts. They even malign as
“heresy” the biblical doctrine of the verbal
and plenary preservation (VPP) of the Holy
Scriptures in the original languages. We pray

for their repentance. The truth is Psalm 12:6-7
which says, “The words of the LORD are pure
words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth,
purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them, O
LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this
generation for ever.” Matthew 5:18, “For
verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Matthew
24:35, Mark 13:31, Luke 21:33, “Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not
pass away.” God promised to preserve His
inspired words and we believe He kept His
promise. The Reformers, the Westminster
Divines, our founding fathers—Carl McIntire
and Timothy Tow—themselves believed this.
We cannot but defend the truth of a presently
infallible and inerrant Bible, “For we can do
nothing against the truth, but for the truth” (2
Cor 13:8). 

THEOLOGY 
Covenant Theology 

As a Calvinistic Church, the B-P Church
is unashamedly covenantal in its theology.
Although we accept the premillennialism
of dispensational theology, we reject its
theological grid. You may ask, “What is
dispensationalism or dispensational theology”?
You will get your answers from the Rev Dr
Timothy Tow’s scholarly thesis—The Law of
Moses and of Jesus—which is a critique of
dispensationalism in general and its view of
the Moral Law in particular. If you want to
know what is Covenant Theology, read
Theology for Every Christian: A Systematic
Theology in the Reformed and Premillennial
Tradition of J Oliver Buswell published by the
Far Eastern Bible College. Briefly and simply,
Covenant Theology is all about the unity of the
Bible and the unity of God’s plan of salvation
in Christ. It emphasises the sovereignty of God
in all that happens in this world, and the
faithfulness of God in keeping His promises to
His people.  
“Calvinism is Paulinism Systematised”

Now when we study Calvin, we are not
actually studying Calvin but the Apostle Paul.
“Calvinism is Paulinism systematised” said the

Rev Dr Timothy Tow. Rev Tow was an expert
on Calvin, who had abridged Calvin’s Institutes
and wrote many books expounding Calvinism.
You will want to begin with A Glimpse of the
Life and Works of John Calvin, and then move
on to Has God a Plan for My Life? which is
really a practical application of his more
doctrinal book—The Sevenfold Will of God. If
you wish to feel the Calvinistic heartbeat of our
founding pastor, you will want to read his
book, The Story of My Bible-Presbyterian
Faith, and many other books he authored on
preaching and counselling, missions and
evangelism, and his commentaries on the
various books of the Bible. 

TULIP 
We also hold to the Five Points of

Calvinism commonly known as TULIP—an
acronym for the Five Points, viz, (1) Total
Depravity, (2) Unconditional Election, (3)
Limited Atonement, (4) Irresistible Grace, (5)
Perseverance of the Saints. We are Five-Point
Calvinists. We are not Four-Pointers or TUIPs
who deny the Third Point which is Limited
Atonement, nor are we Six-Pointers or
TULLIPs who deny the Common Grace of God
and His Desiderative Will. For elaboration,
read my tract, “Hyper-Calvinism in the Light
of Calvin.” Many of the books and articles
mentioned above are downloadable for free
from the Far Eastern Bible College website
(www.febc.edu.sg).  

Conclusion 
The B-P Faith, which demands a separation

from all forms of worldliness and unbelief and
a polemical defence of the divinely inspired
and perfectly preserved Words of God in these
last days of unbelief and apostasy, will not
be appreciated by many but by the faithful
remnant. Calvin himself was greatly persecuted
for preaching and writing in defence of the
Reformed and Protestant Faith, and for
exposing the sins and heresies of his day.
But despite the dangers he faced, he often
encouraged himself and his hearers by quoting
Romans 8:31, “If God be for us, who can be
against us?” Who is more powerful than God?
None! 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Oct 12 – 18, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Daniel
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Isaiah

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

FEBC Hall
9A Gilstead Road

SAT 3.30 pm Adults Fellowship
Young People’s Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Rev Prabhudas Koshy)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.

FEBC’s 14th Holy Land Pilgrimage Prayer
Meeting will be held this Fri, Oct 16, 09 at the
FEBC Hall, 9A Gilstead Road, 8pm. Pray for the
peace of Jerusalem (Ps 122:6). All are welcome.
Adults Fellowship Meeting this Sat, Oct 17, 09
at Mr and Mrs William Teo’s home, Blk 835
Woodlands St 83 #12-113, 3.30pm. Program:
Bible Study on Acts by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
Contact William Teo at 91831150 for details.

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat,
Oct 17, 09 at 3.30pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 48A
Foch Road. For transport, please meet at FEBC at
2.50pm or at Lavender MRT at 3.10pm. Message:
“I AM the Resurrection and the Life” by Rev Dr
Quek Suan Yew. Contact Herbert at 94377715
for details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 205
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Isaiah 53
Hymn No. 185
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 183
Offertory Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Haggai 2:10-19
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew
Sermon Sanctification Before

Service
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

Closing Hymn No. 186
(Lord’s Supper)

Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

An Open Door That No Man Can Shut
(A testimony by Sister Jenny Kan on how the

Lord saved Miss Lee Wai Heng)

Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ said in
Revelation 3:7, 8: “And to the angel of the church
in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is
holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David,
he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth,
and no man openeth; I know thy works: behold, I
have set before thee an open door, and no man can
shut it….”

How I praise and thank the Lord for His
wonderful work of salvation in my niece Wai
Heng. She had battled cancer for the last ten years
and during that time she heard the gospel but
decided that it was not time for her to believe in
Jesus Christ. I was at the Church camp at Mersing
this year when I received an SMS from my sister
telling me that Wai Heng was in the ICU at
Singapore General Hospital and that she had been
on dialysis due to kidney failure, a complication

arising from the treatment she had
undergone for her lung infection. I was
informed that the doctors would take her
off the dialysis and that would mean she
would die very quickly. I prayed to the
Lord and asked Him to preserve Wai
Heng if it was His will to save her.

On the Saturday after returning from
camp, I visited her at the hospital and
continued to pray that God would open
a way for me to talk to her alone. It
seemed impossible to have a word with
her since all the family members were
there, wanting to spend some time with
her. Nevertheless, I prayed for the
Lord’s will to be done and remembered
the open door the Lord Jesus Christ
talked about that no man can shut. After
waiting for about an hour, the doctors
came out and told the family that they
could not see her and could only do so
sometime later. The family members
then decided to wait outside where they
could sit and chat. I was very anxious
because I had to leave to pick up my
mother-in-law, yet my heart just could
not go. I called out for the Lord to help
me, to give me an opportunity to see her
and prayerfully she would be lucid and
remember me. By the prompting of the
Holy Spirit I decided to enter the ICU
once again, as I neared her cubicle, a
doctor came out and he asked me who I
was. I told him that I was family! He
nodded and said that I could see her for a
while. How my heart raced and praised
the Lord, I put on the gown, gloves, cap
and mask at lightning speed and dashed
in with my sister following close behind.
Praise the Lord, she was awake and
when I called her and told her who I was

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS
General Offerings: S$30,060; RM1,000
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200,
$100; Rev Errol Stone $1,000; Rev Hien $1,000;
Elder Tan Nee Keng $1,000; BCEA $1,000;
Berean BPC $50; Faith & Freedom Bookshop
$1,000; Motor Cycle for Myanmar $1,000; FEBC
Students $600, $400; Barnabas Yap & family
$200; Kuan Tai’s mother $400; Sim Swee Ho
$500, $104.50 (YPF), $50; Wendy Teng $100, $50;
FEBC Bookroom $280; FEBC Dining Club $100;
FEBC $600, $400, $100, $100, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$40,494.50; RM1,000
Church Building Fund $50 Total: S$905,307.27;
USD600

Sunday School Offering: $168.00

Verse for the Week: A false witness shall not be
unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall perish.
Prov 19:9

Adults’ Sunday School Class on Hosea by Joshua
Yong will commence next Lord’s Day, 9.15am –
10.15am. All are welcome.
YPF Camp 2009, Dec 7-12, 09 at Calvary Tengah
BPC. Theme: YPF–Your Purpose in Fellowship.
Speakers: Rev Tan Kian Sing & Rev Dr Jeffrey
Khoo. Contact Clement Chew at 98297665 for
details.
Sola Scriptura Reformation Lecture & Cantata
2009 this Sat, Oct 17, 09 at Gethsemane BPC,
Singapore Post Centre Level 5 Auditorium, 10
Eunos Road 8. Time: 9.30am-10.30am (Lecture by
Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) & 11.00am-12.30pm
(Cantata). All are welcome.
True Life 7th Anniversary Jubilee Magazine.
Please email your testimony (100 to 300 words) to
tljubilee@gmail.com by end Oct 09.

True Life/FEBC Choir Presentation at True Life BPC’s 6th Anniversary
Thanksgiving Service, 4 October 2009



behind the mask, she nodded to say she knew it
was me. Remembering what our late beloved
Pastor Timothy Tow had taught us, I wasted no
time with small talk but went straight to the
gospel and told her that she was alive because
Jesus wanted to save her soul. I went through
the gospel once again with her, and asked her
if she wanted to ask Jesus Christ to save her
and be her Saviour; she nodded her head
vehemently. By God’s leading, I told her to say
in her heart the salvation prayer which I would
teach her to pray; again she nodded her head,
despite the tubes going in and out of her
mouth. So I led her in prayer and after that I
asked her if she had said the prayer in her
heart, she nodded, and if Jesus Christ was her
Saviour and Lord, she nodded again. I said
‘Amen’ and at that moment a nurse came in
and told us that we had to leave. The last thing
I told her was to call for Jesus whenever she
was afraid; then we left.

The family members were of course very
surprised that I got to see Wai Heng while they
sat outside. It was then I looked at my watch
and realised that I was with her only for about
five minutes and yet this door which the Lord
Jesus Christ opened could never be shut to Wai
Heng. Later that evening, she had to undergo
another procedure, the next morning while my
family and I were worshipping at True Life, I
got the message that she had gone home to be
with the Lord. Praise the Lord, for those whom
He has chosen before the foundation of this
world will never be lost; He will save to the
uttermost.

I thank my Lord Jesus Christ for the
privilege to see His wonderful work of
salvation in the life of Wai Heng and I pray for
my sister who was in the cubicle with me, that
God’s Word will convict and convert her too in
His time, for salvation is of the Lord.

Praise the LORD GOD ALMIGHTY!

Anniversary Greetings from
Down Under

Dear Rev (Dr) Jeffrey Khoo and Eld
Joseph, and the Session of True Life B-P
Church,

We greet you in the blessed Name of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

We give thanks to the LORD our God and
praise Him for using our late beloved Pastor,
Rev Dr Timothy Tow, to establish True Life
B-P Church for the sake of His Truth and His
perfectly inspired and perfectly preserved
Word in these last days of compromise,
deceit, falsehood, and apostasy despise all the
difficulties and opposition you have suffered.

We praise the Lord and rejoice with you
and True Lifers on the occasion of your
Church’s 6th Anniversary Thanksgiving.
Thank God so much for preserving True Life
and richly blessing her for the past 6 years.
May God mightily bless your Thanksgiving
Service on October 4, all for His glory!

We really thank God and True Life
BPC for your prayers, concerns, advice,
encouragement and kind support for Brisbane
BPC since we came to Brisbane to start the
ministry here by God’s grace and strength.

We do uphold you and True Life and
FEBC in our prayers. May God continue to
be with you, strengthen you, sustain you and
mightily bless you and your ministry. May
God preserve FEBC and grant her the victory
because of His Truth, His Word, His holy
Name, and His glory.

Faithfully yours in Christ,

Rev Hien Nguyen
On behalf of Brisbane BPC

*****

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Pastor, Session and members of
Faith Presbyterian Church (Perth) send you
greetings on the occasion of your 6th

Anniversary Thanksgiving Service.

We praise and thank God for the past six
years of faithful witness of True Life Church
and for your steadfast stand on the Truth of
God’s inerrant and infallible Word.

As you celebrate, with thanksgiving,
God’s goodness and mercy to you, may you
be encouraged to continue to “fight the good

fight of faith … until the appearing of our Lord
Jesus Christ” (1 Tim 6:12-14).

We remember with grateful hearts the
support and encouragement given us by your
beloved Founding Pastor, Rev Dr Timothy
Tow, and the many of you who have been with
us in prayer and in so many practical ways
since God established us here in Perth.

We thank God for you allowing Rev Dr
Jeffrey Khoo to be with us at our recent
Anniversary Thanksgiving to expound God’s
Word and share in fellowship and for the
others of your congregation who came down to
encourage and support us. It is truly a blessed
expression of God’s love in each one of you
and fills our hearts with joy.

May the Lord continue to be glorified in
every sphere of your ministry and may you
be strengthened and equipped, every need
provided as you continue to stand fast in these
last days.

We look forward to continuing to work
together with you to further God’s Kingdom
here “till He come.”

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1
Cor 15:58).

Rev Errol D Stone

Support for Bible School Students

Dear Dr Khoo,

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord
Jesus. I am a friend of Daniel and Sylvia Chew
and Dr and Mrs S H Tow. I have been greatly
blessed through reading about God’s blessing
on the B-P ministry.

I am especially interested in the Bible
Schools which your church helps to support,
and would like to know more about them. I
am sending you five hundred dollars ($500)
Canadian. Could you please give one hundred
dollars to a poor student in each school?

I grew up in the Great Depression and had
to leave home and work from Grade III on

through all my school years. I was very poor,
and know what it is like.

Thank you for ministering to my soul
through your writings in Dr Tow’s
newsletters, and in the RPG.

I would appreciate your prayers for my
health—serious, complicated problems show
on the Cat Scan and other tests.

The Lord enables me to continue to sow
seeds, and to rejoice in His mercy and grace.

Lovingly in Him,

Gladys MacLean
17 September 2009

Ed: CAD500 (SGD642) to be distributed
equally to FEBC and Bible schools in Africa
(BCEA Kenya and Tanzania) and Indonesia
(Calvary Batam and Pontianak) for poor
students.

Remembering FEBC
Respected Dr Khoo,

Christian greetings from Philip Cherian.

I want to thank you for sending to me the
True Life BPC Sunday bulletin every week.
Last week’s (September 13, 2009) bulletin
was another reminder of the purity of God’s
Word. A month ago I had preached a sermon
in JMBC chapel from Psalm 12:6-7 entitled
“The Unchanging Word in a Changing
World.” I raised the uniqueness and purity of
God’s Word to the congregation.

I hope in FEBC everybody is keeping well.
We are praying for FEBC and its ministry.
May Almighty God preserve it to train many
young men and women from around the globe
in the days to come. I gratefully remember the
training I got from FEBC.

In JMBC we are keeping well. Now I
joined Madras University for MPhil in
Christian studies.

Please convey our regards to all the faculty
members, staff and the present student body.

In His glorious service,

Philip and Family
Jubilee Memorial Bible College, India
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Oct 19 – 25, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Daniel
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

THU 7.30 pm The Book of Isaiah
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
2.30 pm Evangelism

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat,
Oct 24, 09. Time: 4pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 48A
Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender
MRT at 3.15pm. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.
YPF Camp 2009, Dec 7-12, 09 at Calvary
Tengah BPC. Theme: YPF–Your Purpose in
Fellowship. Speakers: Rev Tan Kian Sing & Rev
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Contact Clement Chew at
98297665 for details.
True Life 7th Anniversary Jubilee Magazine.
Please email your testimony (100 to 300 words)
to tljubilee@gmail.com by end Oct 09.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan
Opening Hymn No. 3
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 16
Hymn No. 320
Announcements
Special Number Ladies Fellowship
Offering & Hymn No. 403
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan
Scripture Text Genesis 28:16-17
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy
Sermon Awaken to His Presence

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
Closing Hymn No. 370
Benediction Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy

I Was Blind, Now I See
(A Personal Testimony by Peter M Maurice,

1st Year FEBC Student)

I was born on 5 April 1984 to a non-Christian
family. We held to the African traditional religion,
and my grandmother was a champion of this
religion. From time to time, we would all participate
in the ceremonies including me. These ceremonies
were idolatrous and involved the worship of
traditional gods.

I completed my primary education at age 15. In
the year 2000, I was enrolled in high school which
was quite far from my home. It was there that I got
to hear the preaching of the gospel. Unfortunately,
it was preached by the Charismatics. I had no idea
who the Charismatics were and what was their
doctrine. Anyway, in one of their meetings in March
2000, I had an experience which drove me to be
prayed for to receive Christ. Henceforth, I “thought”
I was a Christian. I joined the Christian Union and
rose to the position of a Chairman.

When I finished high school, I had a deep desire
to study law. I had acquired a good grade which
could earn me a place in the university in Kenya.
However, at the break of 2004, the lady preacher in

the Church began to prepare for her
marriage. From time to time, I felt God’s
work was falling apart after her
departure. I struggled deep within my
heart whether to go for law or to help
in the church. I struggled for about four
months and I could not contain the
situation and had no peace. Finally, I
gave in to study theology at the Bible
College of East Africa (BCEA).

In this College, the Bible was purely
taught to me. In the same year, I began
to doubt whether for sure I was a
Christian. I struggled inside my heart but
always told myself that I was indeed
a Christian for how else could I have
received a call to the ministry. The
matter became worse when I read
Hebrews 4:8, “For if Jesus had given
them rest, then would he not afterward
have spoken of another day.” Howbeit,
inside my heart there was no rest. I
struggled with my conscience until I
gave up, and ended up making a second
confession.

Now, the problem was that some
people knew me to be a Christian from
high school while others knew me to
be a Christian from 2005 onwards.
Afterwards, I decided to retain the year
2000 as the year of my new birth. Then
confusion set in. Since then, I had no
rest at all, and still had no interest in
reading God’s Word though in a Bible
College. Afterwards, I graduated as the
best academic student but still with
a heavy and guilty soul still with
unconfessed sin.

The fear of death and the imminent
return of Christ set in since I was not
sure of my salvation. I dreaded very
much to give a testimony, but I did it
anyway when asked. Over the years I
have been involved in preaching and
even witnessed to people including my

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS
General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$8,067,
USD21; Fellowships’ Collections: LF $311
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200;
Rev Prabhudas Koshy $500; Mrs Anne Clement
$500, $100; Berean BPC $50; BCEA Kenya
$128.40; BCEA Tanzania $128.40; Calvary Batam
Bible College $128.40; Calvary Pontianak Bible
School $128.40; Myanmar Orphanage $65; VBS
$100; Barnabas Yap & family $50; Ng Yew Chong
$100; Sim Swee Ho $65; Anya (FEBC) $15;
Apasia (FEBC) $15; Arnold (FEBC) $15; Degu
(FEBC) $15; Eileen (FEBC) $15; Eliezeri (FEBC)
$15; Fransiska (FEBC) $15; Ho Xiao Wei (FEBC)
$15; Ibrahim (FEBC) $15; Jose Lagapa (FEBC)
$128.40, $15; Kambale (FEBC) $15; Kenny
Cheong (FEBC) $15; Leakena (FEBC) $15; Lyn
(FEBC) $15; Marilyn (FEBC) $15; Peter Maurice
(FEBC) $15; Samuel Kwong (FEBC) $15; Tammy
(FEBC) $15; Tann Heng (FEBC) $15; Thaven
(FEBC) $15; FEBC $450, $300, $200, $100, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$12,200; USD21
Church Building Fund $600, $500, $200, $62
Total: S$906,669.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $244.00

Verse for the Week: Delight is not seemly for a
fool; much less for a servant to have rule over
princes. Prov 19:10

Praise God for a successful shunt operation for our
sister, Helen Eio, recently. Please continue to pray
that the Lord will restore her health to normalcy.
“My grace is sufficient for thee” (2 Cor 12:9).

True Life BPC’s 6th Anniversary Thanksgiving Service, 4 October 2009



family members who ended up confessing their
sins to Christ. However, all the time when I was
witnessing, there was a still small voice in
my heart telling me, “But Peter, have you
believed in me, and can you believe now?”
Nevertheless, I ignored.

By God’s providential plan, I was chosen to
study at the Far Eastern Bible College (FEBC),
Singapore, where I wrote this testimony. Since
the day the classes commenced, the teachers
emphasised, “You must be born again.” But I
told myself that I was a Christian until I learned
in Contemporary Theology about the doctrine
of the Charismatics from whom I professed
Christ in high school.

I struggled for two months having my
conscience tormented by the teachings about
the Charismatics. I had no ASSURANCE at all.
I feared death and the imminent return of
Christ. Then by God’s grace, He opened my
heart about my foundation, and realised that it
was made of sand and not the Rock (Jesus),
Matthew 7:24-29. Various Bible texts came to
my mind as I studied in the College, e.g.
Romans 10:17, Hebrews 4:8, Matthew 7:21-24.
Still there was no rest.

It was the Bible passage of Romans 10:17
that drove me to Christ in the morning of
Thursday, 1 October 2009. I will never forget
this day. It was during the Life of Christ class.
The Lord opened my mind and my heart when
the teacher (Dr Khoo) was teaching and
unveiled my sins that I had done in darkness
and yet maintained to be a Christian. I mourned
for my sins. I looked unto the Saviour for
forgiveness. After my classes, I returned to my
room where I asked the Lord to forgive me of
my unbelief. My eyes were opened and perfect
peace for my soul set in. From that day, I am
enjoying perfect peace from the Perfect Saviour
who made me whole through His grace alone. I
am no more doubting about the great, full and
free salvation which the Lord by His mercies
has given to me. I am no longer fearing death,
neither am I afraid of the Lord’s imminent return
for I am His. I am sure of God’s salvation and
am sure of going to heaven. I have resolved to
study God’s Word and know Him more and tell
others who are still blind as I was. All glory be
to God. Ephesians 2:8-9. Amen.

Still Serving the Lord
Dear Dr. Khoo,

I hope you are all fine and everything is

alright at FEBC and True Life BPC. I am fine in
the Lord with my family and we are still serving
the Lord. I have just resumed my pastoral
duties in the same church in Nairobi which I
pastored before I came to FEBC. I am also
teaching part time at Faith College of the Bible
(Eldoret). I stay in Nairobi but I travel to Eldoret
to teach for one week every month. Please
continue praying for me and my family as we
serve the Lord here in Kenya.

God be with you and bless all your labours
for Him.

Yours in the Lord,

Titus Nzoka

9 October 2009

Praying for an Uncorrupted
Bible for the Chinese

Dear Dr Jeffrey Khoo

I read your weekly "The Jew, the Bible, and
China" when I searched for the old Chinese
Bibles. I have been praying to God to reprint
His uncorrupted Bible for Chinese Christians
for years.

Praises to God, our Father in heaven and
our Lord Jesus Christ. Holy Spirit guided me
to find the New Testament, 1872 Peking
Mandarin Version in June 2008.

I started to do the Chinese word
processing of this version in July 2008 and had
completed all the books of the New Testament
1872 Peking Mandarin Version last month.

I would like to share the books of
Thessalonians and Timothy with you. If you
find yourself interested in this work, I can email
all the books to you.

May God's will be fulfilled upon us.

In our Lord Jesus Christ

Mrs Kit Chan

4 September 2009

Ed: We thank the Lord for Mrs Chan’s labour
of love. The Parallel KJV, 1872 Peking
Mandarin Version and Chinese Union Version
New Testament can be freely downloaded
from the FEBC website (www.febc.edu.sg)
for your further study and reference. Hard/
softcopies of the above may be purchased
from the FEBC Bookroom. See sample page
opposite.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Oct 26 – Nov 1, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Daniel
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

THU 7.30 pm The Book of Isaiah
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 5.00 pm Combined FBF & YPF
7.45 pm Show on “The Blind Korean

Pastor” (RELC Room 506/7)
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev An Yohan)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Combined Family Bible Study Fellowship &
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat,
Oct 31, 09 at 5pm. Venue: RELC Level 5, Room
506/7. Message: “Praying as a Family” by Rev
Dr Quek Suan Yew. Contact Ng Choon Seng at
97669005 or Herbert at 94377715 for details.
YPF Camp 2009, Dec 7-12, 09 at Calvary
Tengah BPC. Theme: YPF–Your Purpose in
Fellowship. Speakers: Rev Tan Kian Sing & Rev
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Camp Fee: $30. Register at the
Booktable. Closing Date: Nov 22, 09. Contact
Clement Chew at 98297665 for details.
Door-to-door HDB flats evangelism session this
afternoon at Bukit Panjang. Meet at Blk 509
Jelapang Road at 2.30pm. For details, contact Dn
Charles Kan at 98310468.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 47
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 18
Hymn No. 46
Announcements
Special Number Church & Youth Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 432
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text Jeremiah 6:16
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Sermon Our Reformation Heritage

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 252
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

Theodore Beza: Calvin’s Successor
in the Protestant Reformation

Jeffrey Khoo

tenets of the Reformed Faith

His Birth and Upbringing
Theodore Beza was born into a rich and

distinguished family in France. He was the
youngest child in a family of seven children. Soon
after he was born, his mother died. His uncle
Nicolas who was a member of parliament in Paris

took a liking for him, and adopted and
raised him in Paris. Under Nicolas,
the child received the best education
money could buy. Theodore excelled
academically and displayed such
scholarly promise that he was sent
to study under Melchior Wolmar—the
famous Greek scholar at Orleans—who
had also taught John Calvin. This
happened when Beza was only nine
years old and he studied under Wolmar
for seven years. The Lord in His
providence was preparing Beza to
undertake the editorial work on the
Greek New Testament that was started
by Erasmus and Stephanus. The 1598
edition of Beza’s Greek New Testament
was the text used primarily by the
King James translators to produce the
Authorised Version of the Bible.

It is significant to note that
Wolmar had earlier on converted to
the Protestant Faith, believing that
justification was by the grace of God
alone through faith alone in Christ Jesus
alone. Wolmar not only taught the
young Beza Greek, but also preached
the gospel to him. Beza also learned
much about the doctrinal and moral
corruptions in the Roman Catholic
Church and personally witnessed how
that Church ruthlessly executed those
who differed from her teaching.

When it was time for Beza to enter
the University, he was sent to the
University of Orleans to study law in the
hope that he would follow the steps of
his uncle Nicolas who was a prominent
lawyer. Beza pursued his studies with
great industry and succeeded in earning
his law degree at the age of 20. His

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS
General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: $9,816;
Fellowships’ Collections: AF $323, YPF $92.10
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200;
Mrs Anne Clements $150; BCEA Kenya $200;
New Life Orphan Centre (Myanmar) $600, $500;
Jose Lagapa (FEBC) $100, $100; Barnabas Yap
& family $500; Sim Swee Ho $1,000, $100; Wendy
Teng $500, $100; FEBC $400, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$14,781.10
Church Building Fund $710, $100, $50 Total:
S$907,529.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $233.00

Verse for the Week: The discretion of a man
deferreth his anger; and it is his glory to pass over
a transgression. Prov 19:11

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Hosea under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am.
All teachers and helpers in the Sunday School
and Children’s Worship for year 2010 are
required to attend a meeting next Sun, Nov 1, 09 at
12.15pm in Room 603.
True Life 7th Anniversary Jubilee Magazine.
Please email your testimony (100 to 300 words) to
tljubilee@gmail.com by end Oct 09.
Dr S H Tow’s Memoirs: Church members can
collect their free copy (one per family) at the
Booktable. Regular worshippers are welcome to a
free copy while stocks last, 1st come 1st served.
Courtesy of True Life BPC.
Back Gate to RELC: The Management of RELC
has informed us that the Back Gate to RELC is
scheduled to be opened for our use on Sunday from
8.30am-10.30am and 12pm-3pm.

Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting, Sep 26, 09

Theodore Beza (1519-
1605) was without dispute
Calvin’s successor in
Geneva. He championed
Calvin’s theology and was
the chief spokesman of
Reformed Protestantism.
If Calvin was the architect
of Reformed theology,
then Beza would be the
engineer who expounded
further and defended the
tenets of the Reformed



father was eager for him to further his studies in
law but his heart was directed to the humanities
especially the study of the writings of the
Reformers.

His Ministry in Geneva

Beza gave his life to serve the Lord Jesus
Christ when he fell very ill and was at the brink
of death. This happened when he was about 28
years old. He felt that he had been living a
hypocritical life by enjoying the financial
benefits secured for him by his uncle Claudius
who was an Abbot of a Catholic monastery when
he was at heart a Protestant. At a time when
death was staring at his face, he began to realise
the vanity of worldly pursuits with all its honours
and rewards. He felt the Lord calling him to give
his life to do something of eternal value and
worth. The Lord spared his life, and he left
France and crossed over to Switzerland and
entered the city of Geneva in 1548. There he met
John Calvin and became a member of the
Reformed Church.

Calvin took a special interest on Beza, and
saw in him a great potential for the service of the
Church. There was an occasion when Beza fell
sick which caused Calvin to worry. Writing to
William Farel in 1551 after having known Beza
for about two years, Calvin said, “I would not be
a man if I did not return his love who loves me
more than a brother and reveres me as a father:
but I am still more concerned at the loss the
church would suffer if in the midst of his career
he should be suddenly removed by death, for I
saw in him a man whose lovely spirit, noble,
pure manners, and open-mindedness endeared
him to all the righteous. I hope, however, that
he will be given back to us in answer to our
prayers.” The Lord answered Calvin’s prayer.
Beza recovered and became increasingly
prominent in the defence of the Reformed Faith.

In 1557 when the Waldenses were persecuted
for their faith, Beza was called upon to defend
the Waldenses in court. On another occasion, 400
Protestants who quietly gathered together to hold
a worship service were pounced upon by an
unruly mob and falsely charged, and cast into
prison. Beza was again found in court to plead
for the Protestants. For his good works for the

cause of the Reformation, the Protestants
began to hold Beza in high regard.

When the city of Geneva decided to
establish an Academy, Calvin invited Beza to
be its Greek Professor. Beza was only too
delighted to oblige for he had always desired
to labour at the side of Calvin. In 1559 when
the Academy was opened, Beza was installed
as Rector; he was 40 years old. This was a
significant milestone in his life. From then
onwards, he became Calvin’s most able
assistant in the promotion and defence of the
Reformed Faith. Under his care, the Geneva
Academy flourished and grew from strength
to strength.

Calvin was a man plagued with ill health
throughout his life. That he was able to
accomplish so much despite his health and
his relatively short life can only be due to the
grace and power of God. In his final days,
knowing that the time of his departure was at
hand, Calvin relied on Beza more and more
to get his work done. The friendship between
the two was never broken. Calvin trusted
Beza fully and Beza respected Calvin greatly.
Calvin had no doubt that Beza should
succeed him in Geneva. When Calvin finally
passed away in 1564, Beza conducted the
funeral and shortly after wrote a biography of
Calvin. The city of Geneva elected Beza to
succeed Calvin. He continued in the work
that Calvin left behind, teaching at the
Academy, preaching in the churches,
advising the city council, writing to expose
the heresies of false teachers and providing
refuge for those who fled persecution from
France and other countries. Commenting on
Beza as Calvin’s successor, Church historian
Philip Schaff said, “Nor could this leadership
have fallen into better hands. For Beza,
although inferior to Calvin in theological
acquirements and acumen, was his superior
in knowledge and experience of court life and
in grace of manner. He was eminently fitted
to be the host of the Protestant scholars and
martyrs, who flocked or fled to Geneva from
every quarter. And so the theological school
became under him the most famous of its
kind in the world, and the little republican

city was the virtual capital of Continental
Protestantism.”

His Faithfulness unto Death

Beza generally enjoyed good health and
strength during his years of ministry in Geneva.
As he grew older, his health and strength
gradually deserted him. In 1586, when he was 67
years old, he stopped preaching daily, and only
preached once a week on the Lord’s Day. In
1598, at the age of 79, he retired from the
Academy and sold his library and gave the
proceeds to his immediate family and to the poor.
In the year 1600, he preached his last sermon,
and according to Schaff, the only one preached in
the 17th century by a 16th century reformer. In
1597, the Roman Catholic Church tried to tempt
Beza to return to her fold. The pope offered Beza
4000 gold crowns per year as his pension, twice
the value of all that he owned! Beza dismissed
the pope by telling him, “Go away Sir, I am too
old and too deaf to hear what you say.” The pope
then spread rumours that Beza had capitulated
before he died, but these lies were easily and
quickly dispelled. On the Lord’s Day, 13 October
1605, Beza died a faithful successor of Calvin,
and not a traitor of the faith as the Roman
Catholic Church was desperate to have people
believe.

Praise the Lord for raising up good and
faithful successors to uphold and defend the
Christian Faith. Moses had Joshua for a
successor, Elijah had Elisha, Paul had Timothy,
Luther had Melanchthon, Zwingli had Bullinger,
Calvin had Beza, Carl McIntire had Timothy
Tow. Will our sons defend the faith or will they
betray the faith? We must pray for our next
generation, for our children and our children’s
children, that they will defend the good old Book
and proclaim the old-time Faith until the Lord
Jesus Christ returns. Let us heed the injunction of
the Apostle Paul, “And the things that thou hast
heard of me among many witnesses, the same
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to
teach others also” (2 Tim 2:2).

A Bible Student’s Prayer
John Knox

Out of the 119th Psalm – Wherein shall the

Child address his way? In guiding himself
according to thy word? Open mine eyes, and
I shall know the marvels of thy Law. Give
me understanding, and I shall keep thy Law,
yea I shall keep it with mine whole heart.
Lord, which art the fountain of all wisdom
and knowledge, seeing it hath pleased thee to
give me the means to be taught in my youth,
for to learn to guide me godly and honestly
all the course of my life; it may also please
thee to lighten mine understanding (the
which of it self is blind), that it may
comprehend and receive that doctrine and
learning which shall be taught me: it may
please thee to strengthen my memory to keep
it well; it may please thee also to dispose
mine heart willingly to receive it with such
desire as appertaineth, so that by mine
ingratitude, the occasion which thou givest
me, be not lost. That I may thus do, it may
please thee to pour upon me thine Holy
Spirit, the Spirit, I say, of all understanding,
truth, judgement, wisdom, and learning, the
which may make me able so to profit, that the
pains that shall be taken in teaching me be
not in vain. And to what study so ever I apply
my self, make me, O Lord, to address it unto
the right end: that is, to know thee in our
Lord Jesus Christ, that I may have full trust
of salvation in thy grace, and to serve thee
uprightly according to thy pleasure, so that
whatsoever I learn, it may be unto me as an
instrument to help me thereunto. And seeing
thou dost promise to give wisdom to the little
and humble ones, and to confound the proud
in the vanity of their wits, and likewise to
make thyself known to them that be of an
upright heart, and also to blind the ungodly
and wicked; I beseech thee to fashion me
unto true humility, so that I may be taught
first to be obedient unto thee, and next unto
my superiors, that thou hast appointed over
me: further that it may please thee to dispose
mine heart unfeignedly to seek thee, and to
forsake all evil and filthy lusts of the flesh:
And that in this sort, I may now prepare my
self to serve thee once in that estate which it
shall please thee to appoint for me, when I
shall come to age.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Nov 2 – 8, 2009)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Daniel
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

WED FEBC Exams Begin
7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship

FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Mon night class is held at the Far Eastern Bible
College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Ladies Fellowship Meeting this Wed, Nov 4, 09
at RELC, Level 6, Newton Room (Room 601),
7.45pm. Message: “He That Overcometh—
Lukewarmness” by Pr Dennis Kabingue. All are
welcome. Contact Judith at 96729973 for details.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Elder and Mrs Koh Kim Song
this Fri, Nov 6, 09 at 8pm. Address: 57 Mimosa
View, Singapore 805637. Tel: 94355582.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat,
Nov 7, 09 at 3.30pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 48A
Foch Road. For transport, please meet at FEBC at
2.50pm or at Lavender MRT at 3.10pm. Topic:
“Life of Paul as a Disciple & Soldier of Christ”
by Dr Paul Ferguson. Contact Herbert at
94377715 for details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan
Opening Hymn No. 307
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Mark 8:22-38
Hymn Jesus Calleth
Announcements
Special Number Calvary Tengah Choir

Deborah & Judith
Offering & Hymn No. 559
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan
Scripture Text Joshua 1:5-9
Pastoral Prayer Rev Park Seung Kyu
Sermon Advantage of the Blind

(Rev An Yo Han)
Closing Hymn Lord Here I Take My Cross
Benediction Rev Park Seung Kyu

The Blind Korean Pastor
(A Summary of Rev An Yo Han’s Autobiography

by Wendy Teng)

offered him to God to be a servant of the Lord.

Since young, John considered his father “an
ever-present obstacle blocking the bright sunlight

from shining towards him in his green
pastures.” His father also dedicated
himself to the Lord and studied in
Pyongyang Theological Seminary and
became a Christian minister and served
in a small country church. The salary of
his preacher father was hardly enough
to take care of the family and John
resented the poverty and lowly life of
his father and was angry with the
church for their mistreatment of their
minister and his family. He was
determined to remove this obstacle, and
rebelled against his father’s dream of
him being a minister of God. He openly
resisted his father and his church
whenever he was home on weekends or
summer vacations. He enjoyed school
as that was where he was away from
home and church and could pursue his
own dreams. However, though he
caused much trouble to his father and
his church, his father never ceased
praying for him.

A Prodigal Son

After John graduated from high
school, he entered the Foreign
Language College in Seoul, Korea,
majoring in French, to pursue the career
of a diplomat. His decision to be
financially independent from his father
made him free from his father’s
dominance. He need not struggle
against his father anymore but could
seek his own future with complete
freedom.

However, his father did not give
up on him. Upon his graduation from
college in February 1962, his father

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$10,417
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200;
Amos Go’s Motor Cycle $3,000; Berean BPC $50;
Bible Witness Media Ministry $500; FEBC $500,
$500, $100, $50; Baraka BPC USD100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$15,317; USD100
Church Building Fund $200 Total: S$907,729.27;
USD600

Sunday School Offering: $292.00

Verse for the Week: The king’s wrath is as the
roaring of a lion; but his favour is as dew upon the
grass. Prov 19:12

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Hosea under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am. All
are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.

Sunday School and Children’s Worship: Meeting
for all teachers and helpers today at 12.15pm in
Room 603.

YPF Camp 2009, Dec 7-12, 09 at Calvary Tengah
BPC. Theme: YPF–Your Purpose in Fellowship.
Speakers: Rev Tan Kian Sing & Rev Dr Jeffrey
Khoo. Camp Fee: $30. Register at the Booktable.
Closing Date: Nov 22, 09. Contact Clement Chew
at 98297665 for details.
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are recorded and
available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio CD ($3).
You may place your prepaid orders or collect your
orders at the Booktable, 12pm – 12.30pm.

Hankuk Theological Seminary in
Sooyoori, Seoul. He visited his father
before school began and told him this
good news. John finally fulfilled his
father’s wish for him to become a minister
of God.

Church for the Blind

When he graduated in the year 1979,
John established “The Promotion of the
Blind Association”. He later started the
church for the blind and on the last
Sunday of June 1979, they held their first
“New Light Church” service. John’s
parents attended his first service. Later
on, his friends from the train depot
volunteered their services in the church
for the blind and in this way they were
also blessed by the Word of God, coming

Birth and Childhood
An Yo Han was

born in October 1939,
the third child in the
family. He was given
the disciple’s name,
John, while his seven
siblings were given
ordinary Korean names.
To his father, who had
come to the Lord late in
life, John was a special
gift from God, and his
father dedicated and

to church every Sunday. Offerings came in
and they were used for the publication for
the Braille magazine, the “New Light”. John
then worked on starting an evening school
for the poor and lowly, the boys from the
train station.

John concluded his autobiography with
this prayer, “Thank you Lord for my
blindness. You took away my physical eyes
which will decay with this body when it
dies, but you gave me the invaluable
spiritual eyes to see the truth. Thank you for
calling me into your service. With all my
heart and strength I will serve you where
you planted me until the day you call me to
heaven. I truly value my unique ministry,
Lord! Just give me the strength to carry on
your work and help me to obey Your will
until the end.”



asked him to come home immediately. His
father persuaded him once again to fulfil his
dream by asking him to tie a stone to a string
and then to swing the stone around as hard as
he could. His father then explained to him that
like the stone which is tied to the string, he
cannot escape from God’s will. His father told
him that God had chosen him from birth to
be His servant. John was astonished by his
father’s unceasing prayers for his return! As he
pondered over the God whom His father
served, a seed of faith seemed to grow within
him. After a week of consideration and prayer,
he obeyed his father and registered to study
at the new Seoul Theological Seminary.
However, his seminary life was short and it
ended in 1963. He struggled for several months
and finally decided to quit seminary. He did
not believe the Bible and could not preach
about a God in whom he did not believe.
Thereafter he went through three years of
military service and enjoyed his freedom from
church. He was discharged from military
service in 1966 and started working as a
Korean and French Instructor and as an
interpreter in the Eighth American Military
Army. He was drawing a high salary and was
very happy.

In 1970, the Military Institute for Foreign
Languages in Monterey, California, was in
need of a Korean language instructor and the
Eighth Army recommended John. John felt
that he was in luck and his dream of a
diplomatic career was going to be realised.
Before his departure, John found a bride with
the help of his parents and was happily
married. He and his wife looked forward to
their trip to the USA.

Becoming Blind
While waiting for the day of their trip to

the USA, John suddenly felt something was
wrong with his right eye. For no reason, it
became worse. This was the beginning of the
longest ordeal in his life. John was devastated
to find out from the doctor that his right eye
might gradually go blind. Owing to his eye
problem, he postponed his trip to the USA.
Hoping for a lucky turn of fate that he might

get better, he sought treatment. John began
his endless visits to all known eye doctors in
the country in search of a cure but to no
avail. Meanwhile, his first baby girl was
born. When he could not meet the deadline
after the third time, the Eighth Army found
someone to replace him.

John also sought the ancient Chinese
doctors and tried countless methods of
treatment but nothing worked. One long
year passed and 1972 came. His second
daughter was born in April. About the early
summer of 1972, John became nearly blind
in his right eye, and his left eye started
having the same symptoms. It was evident
that he was going blind—“The thing that I
had dreaded most had come! I felt as if both
my body and spirit were bound together and
thrown into the dark hell of despair. I was
on the road to death all alone. There was no
one who could walk with me; not even my
own mother, my wife or my two loving
daughters. I screamed out, ‘Oh, God! Why
are you going to take the light away from
me? What have I done to deserve this?’
Sinking deeper into despair I cried unto
God, cursing Him and at the same time
imploring Him. Of all people, why me?
Why? Why?”

Financial problems arose after three
years. Without an income, all the savings
were used up to look for cures for his
condition. He had to sell his house and
move his family to a smaller place. John’s
friend recommended him to be a French
teacher at St Paul’s Catholic Girl’s High
School in Nonsan, Choongnam Province.
Deep inside him, John was hoping that God
would have mercy on him. John persevered
in his teaching job until it became
impossible for him to teach. When he
returned home for summer vacation in 1974,
he confessed everything to his wife, and
resigned from the school. By 1975, his left
eye was nearly blind too. For the sake of his
family and his promise to his older daughter
that he would not be blind, John sought
treatment from a lady who specialised in

“needle treatment” and became unconscious.
His mother finally took him home. On April
16, 1976, John became totally blind and also
deaf in his left ear.

After becoming totally blind, his wife and
his children abandoned him and John was
left to face a world of darkness and the
uncertain future alone. He attempted suicide
twice. In his second suicide attempt, he
suddenly lost consciousness and fell to the
floor. Then he heard someone calling his name
and the voice seemed to fill up the room.
Surprised, John opened his eyes and saw bright
light shining in his room and sweet smelling
fragrance filling it. The voice continued to
shout his name, commanding him to get up.
Frantically waving his arms, John asked over
and over again, “Who are you?” “Where are
you?” The voice answered, “I am Jehovah your
God. Don’t say you are all alone because I am
always with you. You will know that you are
not alone. Read page 320 of the Old
Testament; it belongs to you.”

New Found Faith

In his utter despair, the Lord reached out to
John and gave him Joshua Chapter One,
commanding him to be strong and of a good
courage as God was with him and would not
forsake him. This new found faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ and dependence on God filled his
heart with joy overflowing and gave John the
strength and courage to overcome his blindness
and depression. John was assured that God
would help him find His plan for his life. With
this assurance, he packed a few personal
belongings and a transistor radio, and left the
house to start his pilgrim journey to seek God’s
will and purpose in his life.

John had to endure hardships and
humiliating experiences as he ploughed
through the streets to find God’s will for his
life. There were many obstacles along the
way—stumbling on a stone, running right into
the electric pole, bumping his forehead—but
the contempt and sneering of heartless people
was harder to endure than the actual struggle of
getting around. Only the faith that he had that

he would find the light at the end of the
tunnel kept him going despite the adverse
circumstances. The Word of God, “Be strong
and of a good courage, I will not forsake
you” gave John the hope to move on, trusting
the Lord to lead him to the light. God finally
led him to the Seoul train depot where his
long journey came to an end.

At the train depot, there was a group
of people—newspaper peddlers, shoe-shine
boys, and porters—and they accepted John
as one of the unfortunate people just as they
were. Gradually, John experienced the
kindness shown to him by the poor and
lowly people. God revealed to John His will
for him in his life through a newspaper boy
named Jin Yong. John realised that he could
serve the Lord in this lowly place by sharing
his education with Jin Yong and the boys
and teaching them God’s love and His
words.

Going to Seminary

The Lord opened the way for John to be
equipped for service. With the help of Jin
Yong, John was able to find a Braille school
and learned Braille in Korean and in English.
Later, he learned Japanese, French, Hebrew
and Latin. John needed a seminary education
in order to be a Christian worker and that
was the next challenge.

When Fall came, it was too cold to stay
at Seoul train depot and Jin Yong took John
to Noryangjin train depot and introduced him
to his friends there to take care of him.
Through Bang Wool, the shoeshine boy,
John was able to sleep in the tea house. John
listened to the religious English program
through the transistor radio and copied the
addresses of the organisations which offered
counseling and wrote to them his personal
story. In the early part of February 1977,
John received the long-awaited letter. It was
from Tom Frances, General Secretary of the
Foundation of Helen Keller, which was also
called the Milton Association for the Blind
and they were willing to finance his
seminary education. John enrolled himself in



Vol. VII No. 6 8 November 2009

TRUE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am
30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg; Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Nov 9 – 15, 2009)

MON–FRI FEBC Exams
FRI 7.00 pm FEBC End-of-Term

Thanksgiving Service
SAT 3.30 pm Adults Fellowship

Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
9.30 pm Pilgrims depart for Holy Land

No Prayer Meeting this Friday but all are invited
to attend the FEBC End-of-Term Thanksgiving
Service this Friday, Nov 13, 09 at 9A Gilstead
Road, 7pm. Dinner will be served at 6pm.
Adults Fellowship Meeting this Sat, Nov 14, 09
at Mr and Mrs William Teo’s home, Blk 835
Woodlands St 83 #12-113, 3.30pm. Program:
Bible Study on Acts by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
Contact William Teo at 91831150 for details.
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting this
Sat, Nov 14, 09 at Mr and Mrs Bernard Tee’s
home, 11 Greenwood Lane, Singapore 287001,
5.30pm. Tel: 96780319. Message: “Pray for One
Another” by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew. Contact Ng
Choon Seng at 97669005 for details.
14th Holy Land Pilgrimage, Nov 15-29, 09. All
pilgrims to be at Changi Airport, Terminal 1
(Emirates flight EK349) on Sunday night (Nov
15) by 9.30pm.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 11
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading John 15
Hymn No. 109
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 358
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Gal 5:16-24
Sermon Flesh Versus Spirit

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 398

(Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

Remember the Reformation
(A Message Delivered by the Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

at True Life BPC on Reformation Sunday,
25 October 2009)

Introduction

As Bible-Presbyterians, we are part of the great
16th Century Protestant Reformation movement
which began on 31 October 1517 when Martin
Luther nailed his 95 Theses on the castle door of
the church in Wittenburg to launch a public protest
against the superstition and idolatry of the Roman
Catholic Church (RCC).

It is important that we pay attention to history,
for if we do not remember what our faithful
forebears had done, we are bound to repeat the
mistakes of the past and backslide or fall away
from the faith. In fact, this has already happened.
The denomination that is named after Luther—the
Lutheran World Federation (LWF)—had on 31
October 1999 declared the Reformation to be a
mistake. The World Methodist Council (WMC)
had on 23 July 2006 declared the same, that the
16th Century Reformation was divisive. Both the

LWF and WMC saw no reason why
they should not reunite with the RCC.
Will the Anglican Church be next? Just
a few days ago, in the Straits Times of
20 October 2009, we read about how
the RCC is taking advantage of the
current division within the Anglican
Church over homosexuality and other
issues to woo disillusioned Anglicans
back to its Catholic fold.

Will the Bible-Presbyterian Church
follow suit? How can we ensure that we
do not depart from the faith? How can
we keep ourselves from betraying the
Lord? The Lord in Jeremiah 6:16 tells
us how, “Thus saith the LORD, Stand
ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the
old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for
your souls. But they said, We will not
walk therein.” We must find the old
paths, and walk in the good way. The
problem with professing Christians
today (as it was in the days of Jeremiah)
is, “The old is not good;” “We will not
walk therein.” So we see all kinds of
new doctrines and practices today—
New Orthodoxy, New Evangelicalism,
New Fundamentalism, New Theism,
New Calvinism. The Christians of today
want new gospels, new bibles, new
worship, new music, new ethics, new…
(the list goes on). The New Christians
despise the old. They want to redefine
and reexamine the old because the old is
just too old fashioned, too quaint for the
modern man. The old just does not
work anymore; to keep the young and
the restless in church, we need the
“New.” The old is written off as foolish,
extreme, schismatic, divisive, and even

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS
General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$12,651;
USD1; Fellowships’ Collections: FBF $411
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200,
$100; Rev An Yo Han $500, $200; Anne Clements
$100; Baraka BPC $300; Faith Presbyterian
Church’s Copier Fund $160; Faith Presbyterian
Church’s Van Fund $160; Gethsemane Ethiopia
Mission $4,000, $160; Jose Lagapa & family
$400, $200; Lin Yang (FEBC) $200; Samuel
Kwong (FEBC) $200; Sim Swee Ho $500; Wendy
Teng $100; FEBC Dining Club $50; FEBC $400,
$100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$21,092; USD1
Church Building Fund $500, $200, $100, $50
Total: S$908,579.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $256.00

Verse for the Week: A foolish son is the calamity
of his father: and the contentions of a wife are a
continual dropping. Prov 19:13

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat, Nov
14, 09 at 3.30pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 48A Foch
Road. For transport, please meet at FEBC at
2.50pm or at Lavender MRT at 3.10pm. Message:
“I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life” by Rev Dr
Quek Suan Yew. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.
YPF Camp 2009, Dec 7-12, 09 at Calvary Tengah
BPC. Theme: YPF–Your Purpose in Fellowship.
Speakers: Rev Tan Kian Sing & Rev Dr Jeffrey
Khoo. Camp Fee: $30. Register at the Booktable.
Closing Date: Nov 22, 09. Contact Clement Chew
at 98297665 for details.

Reformers refute this attack on the
perfection of the Bible and its absolute
authority? Finding their authority from the
Bible itself, the Reformers affirmed that
the Bible in the original languages was not
only totally inspired by God but also fully
preserved by Him to the last iota so that
the Bible they held in their hands could be
deemed the very Word of God, infallible
and inerrant, and the sole and supreme
authority of their faith and practice (see
Westminster Confession of Faith, I:VIII).
The proof text used was Matthew 5:18
where Jesus promised, “For verily I say
unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one
jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from
the law, till all be fulfilled.” For this
reason, we continue to use the same old

Bible the Reformation saints used as the
very Word of God—the Hebrew Masoretic
Text and the Greek Textus Receptus from
which we get a most faithful and accurate
translation of the Bible in the English
language, namely, the good old King James
Bible which God has mightily used and
blessed for nearly four centuries.

Conclusion

Let us not forget but ever follow the Old
Paths—the Old Rugged Cross (we have a
living and not a dead Saviour), the Old
Fashioned Gospel (we preach that faith
alone saves and not works), the Good Old
Book (we uphold a Bible that is not only
perfect in the past, but also perfect today).
Soli Deo Gloria!



heretical, not conducive for Christian unity and
church growth.

At True Life BPC, we want to remember the
old paths. One of the old paths we must take is
the path set by our Reformation forebears.
Unless we remember the Reformation and
remain faithful and true to the living and true
God and His inspired and preserved Words, we
will end up becoming traitors like Judas Iscariot.
Know that the Reformation was no ordinary
event in the history of the Church and of the
world. The Reformation was a history-making
and life-changing event sent by God. According
to Church historian, Philip Schaff, it was the
greatest revival of the Church next to Pentecost
(Acts 2).

What are the old paths of the 16th Century
Protestant Reformation we must remember to
follow? There are at least three:

Remember the Cross: We worship a
living Saviour and not a dead one

The Roman Catholic cross is a crucifix
displaying a dead Christ still hanging on the
cross. The RCC teaches that Christ has to be
sacrificed repeatedly for His death to be truly
beneficial and efficacious for the people. This
happens when the Mass, the Roman Catholic
version of the Lord’s Supper, is observed each
time. That is why the Mass is such a big thing in
the RCC. The bread and cup are changed to
become the literal flesh and blood of Christ.
Since Jesus Christ is now physically present, the
bread or wafer effectively becomes God or Christ
Himself and can be worshipped for a blessing.
This is nothing less than idolatry which is
condemned in the Scriptures (Exod 20:3-5).

The Protestant cross on the other hand is an
empty cross because the Bible teaches that we
have a Saviour who is no longer on the cross, but
risen from the dead, and now sitting at the right
hand of God interceding for us: “Seeing then that
we have a great high priest, that is passed into
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold
fast our profession. For we have not an high
priest which cannot be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we

may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need” (Heb 4:14-16). Jesus Christ
needs only to die once and not repeatedly.
Hebrews 10:10-13 says, “…we are sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all. And every priest standeth daily
ministering and offering oftentimes the same
sacrifices, which can never take away sins: But
this man, after he had offered one sacrifice
for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand
of God; From henceforth expecting till his
enemies be made his footstool. For by one
offering he hath perfected for ever them that
are sanctified.” We do not worship any image
or sculpture of Christ, nor the bread and the
cup. The Bible teaches that the bread and the
cup are symbolic; they merely represent the
body and blood of Christ, and we partake of
them to remember what He had done for us
2000 years ago. We only worship Him who is
now physically present in heaven as our Great
High Priest, and spiritually present with us by
His Spirit who indwells us.

Remember the Gospel: We believe faith
alone saves and not works

The Roman Catholic gospel is a gospel of
works. The RCC teaches that believing in
Christ is not enough, one must also perform
good works in order to be saved. For example,
the RCC believes in baptismal regeneration,
teaching that faith plus works (e.g. water
baptism) equals salvation. This is no different
from what the Judaizers taught in the days of
the Apostles. The gospel of works was clearly
refuted by the Apostles of Jesus Christ. The
Apostle Paul for instance, using the example of
Abraham, made it very clear that salvation is
purely by the grace of God through faith and
nothing else, “What shall we say then that
Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh,
hath found? For if Abraham were justified by
works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before
God. For what saith the scripture? Abraham
believed God, and it was counted unto him for
righteousness. Now to him that worketh is the
reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But
to him that worketh not, but believeth on him
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted

for righteousness. Even as David also describeth
the blessedness of the man, unto whom God
imputeth righteousness without works, saying,
Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man
to whom the Lord will not impute sin. Cometh
this blessedness then upon the circumcision only,
or upon the uncircumcision also? for we say
that faith was reckoned to Abraham for
righteousness. How was it then reckoned? when
he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision?
Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision”
(Rom 4:1-11). So, baptism like circumcision
does not save; only believing in Christ saves.
However, this is not to say that baptism is
unimportant for we are commanded to baptise in
the name of the Triune God (Matt 28:19). It is
thus important for us to understand that baptism
is not necessary for salvation, but for obedience.
It is something good that is done after we are
saved, not before. Not faith plus works equals
salvation, but faith equals salvation plus works.
Good works come after salvation, not before.

The RCC hates the Protestant Gospel of
justification by faith alone. The Roman Catholics
in the Council of Trent (1547) pronounced a
curse on those who preached Sola Fide (Faith
Alone): “If anyone says that the sinner is
justified by faith alone ... let him be anathema.”
But we need not fear the RCC; we need only to
fear God. It is our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
Himself who holds the keys to the Kingdom of
Heaven, and not any man or church, not the
RCC, not the pope. Their curses are powerless.
There is however a curse on those who preach a
false gospel, a gospel of works and not of grace
and faith. Heed the double warning of the
Apostle Paul, “I marvel that ye are so soon
removed from him that called you into the grace
of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not
another; but there be some that trouble you, and
would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we
said before, so say I now again, If any man
preach any other gospel unto you than that ye
have received, let him be accursed” (Gal 1:6-8).

How is a man saved from his sins? By the

works of the law or by the faith of Jesus
Christ? Paul answered most clearly, “Knowing
that a man is not justified by the works of the
law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we
have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be
justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the
works of the law: for by the works of the law
shall no flesh be justified” (Gal 2:16).

Remember the Bible: We submit to the
absolute authority of the Holy

Scriptures, not any man,
not any institution

Is the Bible today totally infallible and
inerrant, and all-sufficient, and thus the sole,
supreme and final authority of Christian faith
and practice? The Protestants affirm, the
Roman Catholics deny. The latter believe in
the infallibility of the pope and the traditions of
the church, not just the Scriptures. The Roman
Catholics believe that when the pope speaks ex
cathedra, it is to be taken as equivalent to
God’s Word. They also regard the Apocrypha
and traditions of the RCC to be on par with the
Holy Scriptures. Many doctrines and practices
of the RCC like purgatory, indulgences,
worship of Mary, the rosary etc come not from
the Bible but from the non-inspired Apocrypha
or from human traditions.

In medieval times, the RCC kept the Bible
from the people. The RCC placed the Bible in
the “Index of Forbidden Books” in the year
1229. It was a crime punishable by death to
read, interpret and own the Bible. The Bible
could only be read and interpreted by the
priests. Under the tyranny of Rome, Bibles
were burned and those who read, translated or
distributed the Bible were put to death. How
we thank God for the Protestant Reformation
which put the Bible back into the hands of the
common people so that we might read and
study it for ourselves, and rejoice in the
wisdom of God’s Word.

How did the RCC undermine the
Reformation doctrine of Sola Scriptura? They
did so by denying that the Bible was perfectly
preserved. According to them, the Bible is no
longer as perfect as before and cannot be
absolutely authoritative. How did the
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Nov 16 – 22, 2009)

MON 12.25 am Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo & pilgrims
depart for Holy Land

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm No YPF Meeting
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Prabhudas Koshy)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

14th Holy Land Pilgrimage, Nov 15-29, 09. All
pilgrims to be at Changi Airport, Terminal 1
(Emirates flight EK349) tonight (Nov 15) by
9.30pm.
YPF Camp 2009, Dec 7-12, 09 at Calvary
Tengah BPC. Theme: YPF–Your Purpose in
Fellowship. Speakers: Rev Tan Kian Sing & Rev
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Camp Fee: $30. Register at the
Booktable. Closing Date: Nov 22, 09. Contact
Clement Chew at 98297665 for details.
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are recorded
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio CD
($3). You may place your prepaid orders or
collect your orders at the Booktable, 12pm –
12.30pm.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Eld J T Joseph
Opening Hymn No. 47
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 91
Hymn No. 347
Announcements
Special Number Adults’ Fellowship
Offering & Hymn No. 417
Offertory Prayer Eld J T Joseph
Scripture Text Haggai 2:20-23
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew
Sermon God is Sovereign

(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
Closing Hymn No. 440
Benediction Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew

Learning to Live for Christ
from God’s Servant

Rev Tan Kian Sing
(Pastor, Berean Bible-Presbyterian Church)

We have only one life. How are we making
this one life count for Christ?

Consider the example of the Apostle Paul in
living for Jesus. Before he was saved by the
grace of God and called to serve the Lord, his
life was ruled by his pursuit in life for personal
gain and with fleshly confidence (see Phil 3:5-
6). But after his dramatic conversion and call,
he was devoted fully and completely to serve
the Lord (see Phil 3:7-10). Ever since the Lord
called him, the Apostle Paul had this principle
of life: “for me to live is Christ.” So he would
“press toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Nothing
else could satisfy him. Can we say of this of
ourselves?

Are we prepared to match our one
life with that of the Apostle Paul? It
is truly a high calling, but surely we
can do all things through Christ who
strengthens us. Many of us should
remember the Rev Dr Timothy Tow
as one who had followed the
exemplary life of the Apostle Paul
in refocusing and redirecting his life
to live for God and be very fruitful
for Christ.

If you have read about the life of
Rev Tow, you would know that he
was on his way to London to study
law. And that could have put him on
a high pedestal in life here on earth.
He could have become a great
lawyer in Singapore, or even a judge
in the Supreme Court. Some people
did say that his teacher in Anglo-
Chinese School (ACS) thought if he
had gone into the law profession, he
would have eventually become CJ.

But God raised Rev Tow not for
that purpose. And so the Lord
switched his course in life and led
him to Nanking instead to study
Theology. So he “ended up”
becoming a pastor. What a pity and
waste, some people might think. But
the Almighty God had a good plan
for Rev Tow and used him mightily.
Rev Tow as God’s faithful servant
yielded his life to the Almighty –
fulfilling his mother’s vow to God
that he should be a pastor.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$8,611;
RM50; USD200; Fellowships’ Collections: LF
$470
Designated Offerings: Rev An Yo Han $100; Rev
Park Seung Kyu $200; Berean BPC $50; Sim
Swee Ho $106.70 (YPF); Lin Yang (FEBC) $100;
FEBC Dining Club $100; FEBC $100, $100, $50
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$9,987.70; RM50; USD200
Church Building Fund $800, $650, $500, $350,
$200, $100, $70 Total: S$911,249.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $179.00

Verse for the Week: House and riches are the
inheritance of fathers: and a prudent wife is from
the LORD. Prov 19:14

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Hosea under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am. All
are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.

Christmas Gospel Meeting will be held on Dec
19, 09 (Sat), 4.30pm, RELC, Level 17, Room 1702.
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo speaks on “God’s Perfect
Gift”. Bring a friend! There will be a Children’s
Christmas Programme held at RELC Room 1703
concurrently with the Christmas Gospel Meeting
for children aged 3 to 12 years. All are welcome.

Rev and Mrs An Yo Han standing beside Matron Ivy Tow (front, 3rd from left)

at the Far Eastern Bible College, 2nd November 2009



If you wish to live your one life for God,
then you should desire to emulate the lives
of godly men who had followed Christ
their Master. When we compare our lives
with such great men of God, how do we
fare? Before becoming a believer we
might have lived a worldly life, pursuing
our own gain, endeavouring to achieve
great fame, wanting to become rich,
famous and powerful in the world and in
this life. Now that we have become a child
of God – what then is our goal in life? Is it
“for me to live is Christ?” Are we yielding
ourselves wholly to God? It does not mean
that all of us have to give up our jobs and
serve the Lord in full-time ministry, like
the Apostle Paul and Rev Tow. As
Christians we can serve the Lord
wholeheartedly in whatever we are doing
– whether as a businessman, a housewife,
or a student. In whatever we do, whether
we eat or drink, we are to do all to the
glory of God. This is our life’s chief end.

Should we not be grateful to our Creator
and Redeemer for having saved us from
our sins and trespasses, and for having
given us this wonderful life to live for
Him? Are we resolved to live this one life
for our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and
to serve Him truly and faithfully?

We praise God for Rev Tow, who was
our beloved and humble pastor and teacher
of God’s Word of life, and spiritual
mentor to many, who set for us a good
example on how to live for Jesus and to
serve Him. “Blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord…: Yea, saith the Spirit,
that they may rest from their labours; and
their works do follow them” (Rev 14:13).

Oftentimes in his lectures at the Far
Eastern Bible College (FEBC), Rev Tow
would remind his students on how they
ought to conduct their lives so as to be

good and faithful servants of God.
Although he is no longer here, he
continues to speak to us! Here are some
well-known sayings of Rev Tow:

“Galilee that gives and gives is ever
full. The Dead Sea that gets and gets is
dead empty.”

“Do not be afraid to give. As a well
gives of its water it is soon refilled by
lively springs.”

“One blessing of giving is that it
brings you joy unspeakable and good
health.”

“Money is very secondary to
spirituality.”

“No one who uses his hands will ever
starve.”

“I do not give you a fish, I teach you
how to fish.”

“If everyone will do his best, God
will take care of the rest.”

“Do not sit in your room to pray for
bananas. Go downstairs to the garden
and changkol, and manna from the
heaven will come down.”

“If you eat a big dinner tonight,
drink only water the next morning.”

“Self help with God’s help is the best
help.”

“Economy is the mother of
prosperity.”

“Dispensational theology is like
taking a lift up a seven-storey building
stopping at every level. Covenantal
theology is like going up from ground to
top floor at one stretch.”

“Without the horizontal there is no
vertical: he that loveth not his brother
whom he hath seen how can he love
God whom he hath not seen (1 John
4:20).”

“Quoting Calvin, ‘the first three rules
of theology are humility, humility,
humility.’”

“The four Chinese sins are
womanising, gambling, drinking,
smoking. The four temptations of a
Christian minister are money, sex,
pride, idleness.”

“Every Church is a missionary society
and most cost-effective at that.”

“The Great Commission is a full-four
Commission: missions, evangelism,
church organisation, indoctrination.”

“Decentralisation, not centralisation, is
the key to Church growth.”

“To theorise on Church growth is like
sowing seed on the classroom cement
floor.”

“I am training you students to be lions,
but not after the king lion who sleeps 17
hours a day.”

“Even student should learn to be an
elephant—his docility.”

“The trend is toward the trained.”

“After false Christs, false spirits, false
apostles, false brethren, false witnesses,
false prophets, false teachers, the
principal has discovered an eighth
variety: false students.”

“Gardening is one occupation that is
without sin, because that was man’s
occupation in the time of his innocency.”

“God uses a man and a movement, not
a machine and a monument.”

“Live as if Christ is coming next
Monday, but today is Sunday!”

“A Christian will never say, die!”

“Be prepared to die, if you want to
serve God.”

“Music is next to theology – Martin
Luther. Music is half of John Sung’s
sermons.”

To illustrate the mystery of
predestination the principal tells his
banana skin story: “Suppose I invite you
to dinner and you break your knee cap
on the way by tripping on a banana skin.
Who is liable?”

“To pick up litter on the College
grounds for Jesus’ sake is as sacred as
preaching from the pulpit.”

“The half of knowledge is to know
where to find it.”

“Do something good for Jesus
everyday.”

“Not tongues in confusion, but tears in
confession.”

“Darkness can never fight against
light. If your life is light, no dark power
can harm you.”

“The meek shall inherit the earth. So
do not be a go-getter.”

“He who wants to build God’s House
must have clean hands and a pure
heart. (Psalm 24).”

“Prayer is the hardest lesson to learn,
so it is a lesson from which I have not
graduated.”

“Quoting John Sung on the baptism
question: ‘More faith less water, less
faith more water.’”

“A higher law overrides a lower law,
e.g. the law of necessity takes precedence
over the law of Sabbath.”

“As for me I do not want to buy a
little house for retirement because I
believe a Christian minister should die
in harness.”

“No loss, no gain, no cross, no crown.”
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Nov 23 – 29, 2009)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Tan Kian Sing)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
1.45 pm Pilgrims return from Holy Land,

Changi Airport Terminal 1
Flight: EK432

2.30 pm Evangelism

Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat,
Nov 28, 09. Time: 4pm. Venue: Berean BPC,
48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender
MRT at 3.15pm. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.

YPF Camp 2009, Dec 7-12, 09 at Calvary
Tengah BPC. Theme: YPF–Your Purpose in
Fellowship. Speakers: Rev Tan Kian Sing & Rev
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Camp Fee: $30. Register at the
Booktable. Closing Date: Today. There will be a
Camp Briefing next Lord’s Day, Nov 29, 09
after the Worship Service. All Campers please
attend. Contact Clement Chew at 98297665 for
details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 66
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 92
Hymn No. 189
Announcements
Special Number Youth Group
Offering & Hymn No. 297
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text James 1:27
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy
Sermon Pure Religion

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
Closing Hymn No. 382
Benediction Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy

Am I My Brother’s Keeper?
(A sermon preached by the Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

on 6 September 2009 at True Life BPC)

Text
“We then that are strong ought to bear the

infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.
Let every one of us please his neighbour for his
good to edification. For even Christ pleased not
himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of
them that reproached thee fell on me. For
whatsoever things were written aforetime were
written for our learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.
Now the God of patience and consolation grant
you to be likeminded one toward another
according to Christ Jesus: That ye may with one
mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Wherefore receive ye one
another, as Christ also received us to the glory of
God” (Rom 15:1-7).

Introduction
As Christians, are we our brother’s keeper?

Like it or not, we are! No Christian is
an island or a lone ranger. When a
person becomes a Christian, he
becomes a member of God’s family,
the spiritual body of Christ, and the
community of saints. As such, we are
not only accountable to Christ the Head
of the Church, but also responsible for
one another as children of God, to build
one another up in the most holy faith to
the glory of God. By doing so, we fulfil
the great commandments of God which
are (1) to love the Lord our God with all
our being, and (2) to love our neighbour
as ourselves (Matt 22:37-39). Jesus
went on to say, “On these two
commandments hang all the law and
the prophets” (Matt 22:40). In other
words, these two commandments on
love sum up all the moral injunctions
and requirements as found in the Holy
Scriptures.

How are we to love our fellow
believers? The Apostle Paul tells us
how in Romans 15:1-2, “We then that
are strong ought to bear the infirmities
of the weak, and not to please ourselves.
Let every one of us please his neighbour
for his good to edification.”

Strong and Weak

Not all are equal or the same in the
church. There are those who are strong
and there are those who are weak. That
was why Paul exhorted the strong “to
bear the infirmities of the weak.” The
strength spoken of here is not physical
but spiritual strength. The spiritually
strong are those who are strong in faith,
mature in the Scriptures, and full of
knowledge and wisdom through the

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS
General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: S$8,919;
GBP7; USD1; Fellowships’ Collections: AF $437;
FBF $300; YPF $68.50
Designated Offerings: Rev Park Seung Kyu $200;
Berean BPC $50; New Life Orphan Center
(Myanmar) $600; Dennis Kabingue $500;
Marilyn Nanta (FEBC) $100; Barnabas Yap &
family $150; Murray Ong & family $150; Wendy
Teng $50; FEBC $400, $50, $50; Baraka BPC
USD1,000
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$12,024.50; GBP7; USD1,001
Church Building Fund $200, $100, $100 Total:
S$911,649.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $231.00

Verse for the Week: Slothfulness casteth into a
deep sleep; and an idle soul shall suffer hunger.
Prov 19:15

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
Hosea under Joshua Yong, 9.15am – 10.15am. All
are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.
Christmas Gospel Meeting will be held on Dec
19, 09 (Sat), 4.30pm, RELC, Level 17, Room 1702.
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo speaks on “God’s Perfect
Gift”. Bring a friend! There will be a Children’s
Christmas Programme held at RELC Room 1703
concurrently with the Christmas Gospel Meeting
for children aged 3 to 12 years. All are welcome.
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo is away leading the 14th

Holy Land Pilgrimage, Nov 15-29, 09.

Family Bible Study Fellowship’s Presentation at True Life BPC’s Worship

Service, 20 September 2009



constant meditation and application of God’s
Word. The weak on the other hand are those
who are young in the faith, recent converts
who are still drinking the milk of God’s Word
and not able to partake of the meat yet. They
are still in the process of growing in their faith,
knowing more about Christ, and learning how
to apply God’s Word in their life. The strong
and the weak are described in Hebrews 5:13-
14, “For every one that useth milk is unskilful
in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.
But strong meat belongeth to them that are of
full age, even those who by reason of use have
their senses exercised to discern both good and
evil.”

Those who are still babies in the faith, the
weak ones, are most vulnerable spiritually
speaking, for they are easy targets of the devil
who desires more than anything else to shake
their faith, cause them to doubt the Word of
God, and if possible cause them to walk away
from the Lord. That is why the Bible warns us
to be sober and to be vigilant “because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet
5:8). And if you know something about the
animal kingdom, the predators seek their prey,
they zero in on the weak, the sickly, or the
young. And that is why those who are strong in
the faith are told to protect the weak, and
work with them so that they might become
spiritually strong in due time.

How do we go about doing this? Paul says
the strong “ought to bear the infirmities of the
weak” (Rom 15:1). The word “bear” here is
significant. It is from the Greek word bastazo
which means to “carry.” It has the idea of a
mother carrying her child in her womb. It
has the sense of shouldering a burden, of
supporting the weak. It is not just toleration—
to bear with someone, but support—to bear
him up. To those who are spiritually weak, we
support them with words of encouragement
and words of instruction. We want to show that
we care for their spiritual wellbeing and health.
If they are absent in church, we will want to
call them to find out how they are doing and
encourage them to return to church. We want

to lend them a listening ear if they are
struggling in their spiritual life and see how
we can counsel them with God’s Word and
offer to pray for them. We should actively
encourage the young in faith to pursue
the study of God’s Word intensively and
systematically by attending Sunday School,
Fellowship Bible Studies, and FEBC night
classes. The teachers who are mature in the
faith and able to discern true from false, right
from wrong, are to gently and patiently
instruct the weak from the inspired Word
of God which “is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works” (2 Tim 3:16-17).

Now, those who are young or weak in their
faith must know that there are no short cuts to
spiritual growth. There is no royal road to
learning God’s Word. That is why Peter tells
the young believer, “As newborn babes, desire
the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow
thereby” (1 Pet 2:2). The young in faith must
have this strong craving and yearning to learn,
to thirst and hunger for God’s Word. I see this
in the FEBC night classes. We have over 200
from 34 different churches in Singapore
coming night after night after a hard day’s
work to study God’s Word. This is a good
sign. It is hard work to study God’s Word but
very rewarding. The students find their lives
changed by the transforming power of the
Word of Truth and the sanctifying ministry of
the Spirit of Truth. But for the Word of God to
bear fruit in our lives, we must have a humble
spirit or attitude. If the weak or young in faith
are proud to think that they know it all
already, and despise and even criticise those
who are more elderly or mature in faith, they
will not learn, they will not grow. They will
become their own stumbling block. As our late
founding pastor, the Rev Timothy Tow, says,
“We must receive God’s Word humbly like the
valley, and not proudly like the mountain.” 1
Peter 5:5 says, “Likewise, ye younger, submit
yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be
subject one to another, and be clothed with

humility: for God resisteth the proud, and
giveth grace to the humble.”

Not Pleasing Ourselves

Paul went on to say that we bear the
infirmities of the weaker brethren, “not to
please ourselves. Let every one of us please his
neighbour for his good to edification” (Rom
15:1-2). What does it mean that we ought not
to please ourselves? It means two things. First,
it means that we ought not to be our brother’s
keeper for selfish reasons or with selfish
motives. Our helping of others must be sincere
and selfless without thinking of our own
comfort or benefit, but only of others. Many a
time, we help others only because we want
something back from them. It is like, “I do this
for you, but now you owe me.” Philippians 2:4
tells us, “Look not every man on his own
things, but every man also on the things of
others,” and 1 Corinthians 10:24 says, “Let no
man seek his own, but every man another’s
wealth.”

Second, it means we do not treat our
weaker brethren with a self-righteous spirit or
self-promoting attitude. In the world this is a
very common practice: Put others down in
order to make yourself look good. This should
not be the behaviour of Christians. This should
not be the case in the church. The reason why
people do such things is because of the pride of
life—they want position, power, popularity or
the praise of men. We should not use people as
tools for our own selfish gains.

The Lord Jesus Christ is our perfect
example of how to help others with a selfless
and sacrificial spirit. Verse 3 says, “For even
Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written,
The reproaches of them that reproached thee
fell on me.” 2 Corinthians 5:21 tells us
likewise, “For he hath made him to be sin for
us, who knew no sin; that we might be made
the righteousness of God in him.” Matthew
10:45 says, “For even the Son of man came
not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and
to give his life a ransom for many.”

Those of us who have reached a high level
of spiritual knowledge and maturity should

desire that all others attain to the same level of
spirituality as we have as quickly as possible.
The Christian race is not a competition where
only one wins; it is a race that everyone wins,
and the Christian must run in such a way that
everyone running with him will reach the
finishing line all in first place. Those who are
struggling along, not keeping pace, not as fit
or as fast as we are, we should not condemn,
deplore and disgrace, but rather encourage,
support, and help along the way so that they
do not lag behind.

Let us not be like the self-righteous
Pharisees who sought to condemn and destroy
all sinners. Take for example the woman who
was caught in adultery in John 7:53-8:11. The
Pharisees brought her to Jesus to seek her
death. Jesus saved the woman from the blood-
thirsty Pharisees and convicted them all of
their sins. They were all equally guilty. When
the woman was left alone, Jesus said to her,
“Woman, where are those thine accusers?
hath no man condemned thee? She said, No
man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither
do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more”
(John 8:10-11). Do note that Jesus was very
gentle, patient and kind to the common folk—
the lambs and sheep. He wanted them to live
not die. But for the religious leaders and
teachers who were supposed to be shepherds
of the flock but were actually false prophets
and hirelings—wolves in sheep’s clothing, the
Lord Jesus had only severe words and
condemned them for their hypocrisy. That was
why the Apostle James warned, “My brethren,
be not many masters, knowing that we shall
receive the greater condemnation” (Jas 3:1).

Unity
The good fruit that comes out of such

sacrificial and selfless love for one another is
unity and harmony in the church. When the
strong lovingly support and teach the weak,
and the weak humbly submit to and follow the
strong according to the Scriptures, the church
will grow towards likemindedness, having the
same doctrine and spirit in Christ Jesus, and
this will bring glory to God the Father (Rom
15:5-7).
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Nov 30 – Dec 6, 2009)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mr and Mrs Roland Tay this
Fri, Dec 4, 09 at 8pm. Address: 52 Bukit Batok
East Avenue 5, Regent Heights, Tower B #13-08
Singapore 659802. Tel: 94593031.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat,
Dec 5, 09 at 3.30pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 48A
Foch Road. For transport, please meet at FEBC at
2.50pm or at Lavender MRT at 3.10pm. Topic:
“Life of Paul as a Disciple & Soldier of Christ”
by Dr Paul Ferguson. Contact Herbert at
94377715 for details.
Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held on Dec
9, 09 (Wed) at RELC, Level 5, Room 502,
7.45pm. Message: “Christ The Overcomer” by Pr
Dennis Kabingue. All are welcome. Contact
Judith at 96729973 for details.
Door-to-door HDB flats evangelism session this
afternoon at Bukit Panjang. Meet at Blk 515
Jelapang Road at 2.30pm. For details, contact Dn
Charles Kan at 98310468.
YPF Camp 2009, Dec 7-12, 09 at Calvary
Tengah BPC. There will be a Camp Briefing in
the Auditorium immediately after Worship
Service today. All Campers please stay for the
briefing.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Eld J T Joseph
Opening Hymn No. 44
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 95
Hymn No. 193
Announcements
Special Number Small Group Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 209
Offertory Prayer Eld J T Joseph
Scripture Text Luke 12:13-31
Pastoral Prayer Rev Tan Kian Sing
Sermon Admonition Concerning

Meeting Life’s Needs
(Rev Tan Kian Sing)

Closing Hymn No. 425
Benediction Rev Tan Kian Sing

Flesh Versus Spirit
(A sermon preached by the Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

at True Life BPC on 8 November 2009)

Text: Galatians 5:16-24

Salvation is purely by the grace of God through
faith alone in Christ alone. The biblical formula for
salvation is Faith = Salvation + Works, and not
Faith + Works = Salvation. Although salvation is
solely by grace through faith (Eph 2:8-9), that does
not mean that works are not important in the life of
a Christian. In fact, good works that come out of
true faith are the evidence of true conversion or
regeneration. The Apostle Paul in Ephesians 2:10
says, “For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that we should walk in them.”

Most of you have confessed faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ. You believe in God’s promise of
salvation and eternal life when you placed your
faith and trust in Christ, in what He has done for

you by His death, burial and
resurrection. But have you at any time
doubted your salvation? Have you ever
thought that you might not be saved
because of the sins you still commit in
life, or your struggles with the flesh?
How can I know that I am truly God’s
child, that I am truly saved?

Well, Paul tells us how we can
know for sure we are saved in Galatians
5. We have to do a spiritual check-up
on our lives, our attitudes, desires
and behaviour. What is our life
characterised by? How do we feel about
the lusts of the flesh? How do we
regard God’s commandments?

Characteristics of the Flesh

Know that once we are saved, we
become a new man, old things have
passed away. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says,
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he
is a new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become
new.” The new man is a man alive in
Christ, indwelt by the Holy Spirit and
will walk by the Spirit (Gal 5:16-18).
What are the “old things”? The old
things were the things we had believed
and practised in our former way of
life—our worldly philosophies and our
fleshly desires and deeds. Now that we
are saved, we are no longer pigs, but
sheep—washed and cleansed by the
precious blood of Christ.

What were our lives characterised
by when we were not Christians? Paul
says we were filled with the works
of the flesh. We were characterised
by the following 17 vices, namely,

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$6,646; USD0.50
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200;
Eld Tan Nee Keng $100; BCEA Tanzania $100;
Jose Lagapa & family $100; Sim Swee Ho $20;
Wendy Teng $200; FEBC Bookroom $283; FEBC
Legal Fees $1,000; FEBC $600, $50
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$9,299; USD0.50
Church Building Fund $2,000, $200, $50 Total:
S$913,899.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $268.00

Verse for the Week: He that keepeth the
commandment keepeth his own soul; but he that
despiseth his ways shall die. Prov 19:16

Adults’ Sunday School Class on 2 Kings by Eld
Joseph will resume next Lord’s Day, Dec 6, 09,
9.15am – 10.15am. All are welcome.

SGBF tonight at 6pm, Calvary Pandan BPC on
“ALCOHOLISM and YOU”—Why me? Simply
because alcohol is no respecter of age or persons!
THINGS YOU NEVER HEARD BEFORE! will
be revealed by Dr S H Tow tonight. Do yourself a
favour!! Come with a friend.
Christmas Gospel Meeting will be held on Dec
19, 09 (Sat), 4.30pm, RELC, Level 17, Room
1702. Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo speaks on “God’s
Perfect Gift”. Bring a friend! There will be a
Children’s Christmas Programme held at RELC
Room 1703 concurrently with the Christmas
Gospel Meeting for children aged 3 to 12 years. All
are welcome.

Pilgrims return from the Holy Land this afternoon
at 1.45pm, Changi Airport Terminal 1, Flight:
EK432.

Ladies Fellowship’s Presentation at True Life BPC’s Worship Service,
18 October 2009



“adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred,
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revellings” (Gal 5:19-21), which can be
broken down into these three main categories:

(1) Sexual Sins

Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, and
lasciviousness (lustfulness) point to sexual
sins. Is our life characterised by extramarital
sex, premarital sex, pornography,
homosexuality, prostitution, etc? Paul says,
“they which do such things shall not inherit
the kingdom of God.”

(2) Religious Sins

Idolatry and witchcraft are religious sins. A
Christian cannot say, “I believe in Christ but I
also believe in other gods. The more gods I
have the safer I will be.” The Bible says, “For
there is one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim
2:5). If you do not believe in Jesus Christ and
Him alone, and forsake all others, you have no
part in the kingdom of God. Note that idolatry
is not limited to religious gods, it also includes
material gods like money. Does money
preoccupy our thoughts day in and day out?
Even in church, you are not thinking about the
Lord and His Word, but about cash, card,
condo, and career? Jesus says, “No servant
can serve two masters: for either he will hate
the one, and love the other; or else he will
hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye
cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke
16:13).

(3) Worldly Sins

Hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife,
seditions, heresies, envyings, murders,
drunkenness, revellings are the sins of
worldliness. They basically stem from selfish
attitudes and acts (it is all about “I, me,
myself”). Such a worldly and selfish way of
life does not only bring hurt and harm to
oneself but also others. It is a life that is
characterised by love of self and hatred for

others. It is conduct that seeks to gratify self
at the expense of others. Is this our
philosophy of life and our habitual practice in
life? If it is then we are not citizens of God’s
kingdom.

Although it is true that as Christians we
do at times fall into such sins especially when
we do not walk according to the Spirit, our
life in general are not characterised by such
sins—we do not keep on doing such things as
a way of life. We are not a pattern or a model
of such things. When we fall into sin now and
then, we will feel very sorry, our conscience
will prick us, and the Spirit will convict us of
our sins, and we will confess and repent of
them and seek to obey the commandments of
God with the Spirit’s help. A sheep does not
look or behave like a pig. But if we find
ourselves looking like or behaving like a pig,
having no strength to overcome such sins,
and pursuing such sins with pleasure,
desiring to go deeper and deeper into such
sins, then the Bible says we are still unsaved,
unregenerate people, and will not inherit the
kingdom of God.

Characteristics of the Spirit
How do we know we are saved and living

a life that is pleasing to God? We know for
sure when we see the fruit of the Spirit in our
lives. If we are born again, the Holy Spirit is
residing within us, and He will cause us to
bear His fruit which is reflected in a
transformed life that will become more and
more like Christ. That is why Jesus said, “I
am the true vine, and my Father is the
husbandman. Every branch in me that
beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it
may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean
through the word which I have spoken unto
you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in
the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in
me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye
can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he

is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and
men gather them, and cast them into the fire,
and they are burned. If ye abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will,
and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so
shall ye be my disciples” (John 15:1-8).

So, what are the characteristics of the
Spirit. They are “love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, temperance” (Gal 5:22-23). These
nine characteristics can be divided into two
groups:

(1) Foundational Graces

Love, joy, and peace are fundamental
spiritual qualities all Christians possess. Love
is first because God is love. It was because of
love that God became man to save us from our
sins (John 3:16, Rom 5:8). And if we are
children of God, this is the basic characteristic
we should all possess—the love of God which
is defined for us in 1 Corinthians 13 which we
know very well. If we see the love of God in
our lives, and manifest His love in how we
deal with others, then we know we are
Christians. The Apostle John said, “And we
have known and believed the love that God
hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in
love dwelleth in God, and God in him” (1 John
4:16). In John 13:34-35, Jesus said, “A new
commandment I give unto you, That ye love
one another; as I have loved you, that ye also
love one another. By this shall all men know
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to
another.”

Joy is next. We are very happy in the Lord
no matter what the circumstance. Joy here is
not just an emotion, it is also a virtue. As a
virtue it has power. It has the power to heal.
Psalm 57:22 says, “A merry heart doeth good
like a medicine.” The virtue of joy heals
relationships. Joyfulness begets good and
happy relationships. The Christian is full of joy
because he knows the meaning of life, knows
where his eternal destiny is, knows that God is
in control of everything, and in knowing all

these things exudes that joy of the Lord
because He rests secure in the Lord’s loving
hands. He is not unduly worried in life. He is
confident that God is taking care of him. This
was the testimony of Rev An Yo Han, the
blind Korean pastor. Blindness without Christ
was misery, but blindness with Christ is
double happiness.

A Christian will enjoy the peace of God
which “passeth all understanding” (Phil 4:7).
A happy man is a man who has made peace
with God, and when that happens, one will be
at peace with others. We easily and quickly
forgive those who have wronged us. How do
we maintain a peaceful relationship with
others? The following virtues tell us how:

(2) Interpersonal Graces

The interpersonal spiritual qualities are
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, and temperance. Longsuffering is
patient endurance. It is the super ability to
withstand the wrongs done against us.
Gentleness here is kindness. When we are
wronged, we return the evil with good.
Goodness is moral excellence. This virtue
compels us to do things in the honest or
straight way. We are not crooked in our
dealings with others to cheat or take
advantage of others. Faith is faithfulness or
loyalty. We are loyal to those whom we have
made a commitment or with whom we have
made an agreement. Meekness here has the
idea of submissiveness. We are teachable,
humble and courteous. Temperance is self-
control, self-discipline, and self-denial. This
would enable us to control the flesh and resist
temptation.

Do we display the fruit of the Spirit in the
way we live? Not all Christians manifest the
fruit in all its fullness, but we should be
showing signs that we are fruiting. As we
mature in our faith, we should be showing
more and more of the fruit of the Spirit. And
when we see more and more of the spiritual
graces that can come only from God, we
know we belong to Him and have eternal life.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Dec 7 – 13, 2009) 

MON–SAT YPF Camp  
WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC Room 502 
SAT 3.30 pm Adults Fellowship  
  No YPF Meeting 
SUN   9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am  Worship (Lord’s Supper) 
  (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503) 
 2.30 pm Evangelism 
 

YPF Camp will be held this week from Mon – 
Sat, Dec 7-12, 09 at Calvary Tengah BPC. 
Ladies Fellowship Meeting this Wed, Dec 9, 09 
at RELC Room 502, 7.45pm. Message: “Christ 
the Overcomer” by Pr Dennis Kabingue. All are 
welcome. Contact Judith at 96729973 for details. 
Adults Fellowship Meeting this Sat, Dec 12, 09 
at Mr and Mrs William Teo’s home, Blk 835 
Woodlands St 83 #12-113, 3.30pm. Program: 
Bible Study on Acts by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. 
Contact William Teo at 91831150 for details. 
Christmas Gospel Meeting will be held on Dec 
19, 09 (Sat), 4.30pm, RELC Room 1702. Rev Dr 
Jeffrey Khoo speaks on “God’s Perfect Gift”. 
Bring a friend! There will be a Children’s 
Christmas Programme held at RELC Room 
1703 concurrently with the Christmas Gospel 
Meeting for children aged 3 to 12 years. All are 
welcome.   
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan 
Opening Hymn No. 164 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 122 
Hymn        Yerushalayim  
Announcements 
Special Number Pilgrims 
Offering & Hymn Pilgrim Medley 
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan 
Scripture Text              James 5:1-6 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew 
Sermon                         Rich Men, Weep and Howl!
 (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
Closing Hymn     No. 322 
Benediction  Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew 

Lessons from the Holy Land 
(FEBC’s 14th Pilgrimage to the Holy Land,  

15-29 November 2009) 
Judith d’Silva 

This was my second Holy Land trip in 12 years. 
It was at times a gruelling schedule, with early hotel 
check-outs, long drives, and lots of walking and 
trekking through rough terrain up steep slopes and 
narrow footpaths under the clear blue sky and 
bright sun. Temperatures dipped as daylight faded 
in the early winter evenings. By then we would be 
heading back to the hotel, tired out, just in time for 
dinner and devotion. From the first stop at Mount 
Nebo to the last tour at Jerash, we eagerly took in 
the sights, jostling to capture the perfect shot while 
hurrying along to catch up with the rest of the group 
following closely behind the guide. Thank God for 
Jeries (pronounced as “Jarius”), our Christian 
guide, who often quoted the Scriptures, even 
reading from relevant passages, as he explained 
the significance of each place we visited and 
showed us their biblical references and names in 
the Old and New Testaments. It was like an “on-
site” Bible study as we retraced the events, lives 
and journeys of prophets, kings and even the Lord

Jesus Christ that were recorded
perfectly in the Holy Scriptures. But
while these Bible stories became alive
during the day, it was the evening
devotions that brought out the spiritual
lessons as we read from God’s Word
and listened to the faithful teaching by
Rev Jeffrey Khoo.  

From Mount Nebo, or Pisgah, on
which Moses stood to behold the
Promised Land with his eyes, we learnt
that every word of God is important.
Instead of speaking to the rock, as
instructed by God, to bring forth water,
Moses smote the rock (Num 20:7-12).
Because of his disobedience in not
hearkening to every word of God,
Moses was forbidden to “go over this
Jordan” (Deut 3:27). The following day,
at Bethabara-Beyond-The-Jordan, a
site on the east bank of the River
Jordan believed to be where Jesus was
baptised by John the Baptist (John
1:28), we learnt about the Greater
Moses whose perfect obedience was
well pleasing to God. There is another
baptismal site at the Jordan River near
the Sea of Galilee. What was more
important than the location, we learnt,
was the event itself. And it is the two
key statements – by John the Baptist,
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29)
and God the Father Himself, “Thou art
my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased” (Mark 1:11) – that teach us
about the perfect obedience of Jesus
Christ. Yes, Jesus by His active and
passive obedience kept the Law of God
without any fault and died on the Cross
of Calvary to save us from our sins.  

Jesus, the Lamb of God, was the
perfect sacrifice, offered once and for all
to obtain eternal redemption for us. So
we learnt that Jesus was also the more

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
General Offerings: S$8,782; EUR0.20; USD1 
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $100; 
Rev Hien (Brisbane) $125; Rev Prabhudas Koshy 
$100; Rev Tan Kian Sing $100; Eld Tan Nee 
Keng $200; Dn Lok Kwok Wah $200; Jose 
Lagapa & family $200; Joshua Yong (FEBC) 
$100; Barnabas Yap $200; Sim Swee Ho $500, 
$200; Wendy Teng $200, $100; FEBC $700, $250; 
Brisbane BPC AUD125 
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
S$12,057; AUD125; EUR0.20; USD1 
Church Building Fund $1,500, $650, $650, $200, 
$100 Total: S$916,999.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $180.00 
Verse for the Week: He that hath pity upon the 
poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that which he 
hath given will he pay him again. Prov 19:17 
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2 
Kings under Eld Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.  
Due to renovation works by RELC, the classes 
for the Children’s Sunday Schools and Worship at 
Level 6 will be held at Level 17 wef next Lord’s 
Day, Dec 13, 09 until further notice. Details of the 
classes will be posted on the Notice Board outside 
the Auditorium next Lord’s Day. 
Catechism Class for 2010 Easter Baptism will 
commence on Jan 3, 10. Those seeking Baptism, 
Reaffirmation of Faith and Transfer of Membership 
are to submit their registration forms to Wendy 
Teng by Dec 27, 09, and attend the Catechism 
Class. 
Door-to-door HDB flats evangelism session next 
Sunday afternoon, Dec 13, 09, at Bukit Panjang. 
Contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468 for details. 

 
 

FEBC’s 14th Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 15-29 November 2009 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

perfect Tabernacle. The first Tabernacle – a
life-sized model of which we visited in Timna
Park just outside of Eilat – was perfect in that
its design and measurements were given by
God. But it was only temporary. It was a type of
Christ, in which everything pointed to Christ,
our more perfect and permanent Tabernacle
(Heb 9:11-15). We also learnt about the active
obedience of Christ on the Mount of
Temptation. By keeping the commandments
and not sinning, Jesus fulfilled all righteousness
and earned it for us (Rom 5:19). A cable car
took us from old Jericho to the “Mount of
Quarantel” which rises behind and is believed
to be the site of the first and second
temptations. The Greek Orthodox Monastery
perched high up on a cliff face was closed and
we could not go in, but we learnt why the
temptation of Jesus was necessary.  

Rocks and seas also had something to
teach us. An impressive archaeological site,
with its marvelously preserved rock-hewn
tombs and temples that once encircled a
thriving metropolis, ancient Petra is traditionally
biblical Sela (2 Kgs 14:5-7), capital of Edom.
Sela means “jagged cliffs” and its many caves
in the wilderness offer a refuge to which the
people of Israel will flee, as prophesied in
Revelation 12:13-17. For us, we must make
sure that our faith is built on Christ the Rock
(Matt 16:13-18). Another imposing rock was the
fortress of Masada, not far from the Dead Sea.
This was a symbol of courage and loyalty.
Another cable car ride took us to the top where
we heard how the band of Jewish patriots who
had made Masada their base chose to die by
their own hand rather than surrender to the
Roman soldiers who had built a ramp and were
about to break through the fortress wall with a
battering ram. We too have our Masada in
Revelation 2:10 – “be thou faithful unto death”
– the Church in Smyrna is our Christian symbol
of loyalty. 

From the top of the rock to the lowest point
on the earth’s surface, 1,300 ft below sea level,
where squeals of laughter drifted to the shore
as many of the pilgrims braved the icy cold
water to experience floating in the Dead Sea –
the final destination of the River Jordan that
flows through the Sea of Galilee. With no outlet
to discharge its waters further downstream, a
high level of mineral content is built up and it is
this that keeps the body from sinking. Deborah
Mae tried to read her RPG while afloat, but she

lost her balance and pickled the booklet in the
briny waters of the Dead Sea. The heavy
concentration of salt and minerals also cannot
support any animal life. Hence the name, the
Dead Sea. Floating in the Dead Sea may be
fun, but we should be like the Sea of Galilee –
it is full of life because it gives as it receives.
As it is written in Acts 20:35, “it is more
blessed to give than to receive”. 

Whilst still in the Dead Sea area, we got off
the coach at the Ein Gedi National Park and
trekked through narrow rocky paths winding
their way up to a cave where David is believed
to have taken shelter while fleeing from King
Saul. The clear, cool waters of the waterfall
beside it were a welcome relief, but much
more the living waters of Jesus Christ that
quench our thirsty souls and make us whole.
Upon reaching the waterfall, we read from
Psalms 57 and 142, written by David as he hid
from Saul in the cave. These two psalms are
also for us to read and pray when faced with
persecution, trials or tribulations. A quick stop
at the Qumran Caves nearby, where the Dead
Sea Scrolls were discovered, yielded an
important and precious truth about the
preservation of Scripture. Because the most
famous scroll – of Isaiah – was found to be
virtually the same word for word as our present
Isaiah, many see this as proof of the accuracy
of the Traditional Text on which the KJV is
based. However, the Text underlying the KJV
really needs no vindication or endorsement by
any other scroll except the Word of God itself
that promises in Psalm 12 that the “words of
the Lord are pure words” and that God “shalt
preserve them from this generation for ever”.
We simply trust in the promise of God as found
in His Word and need no other evidence. 

 I remember, on my first Holy Land trip,
Pastor Timothy Tow bringing us to Shepherd’s
Field to show us the plot of land which Life
Bible-Presbyterian Church under his pastoral
care had helped to purchase for the Baraka
Bible-Presbyterian Church in Bethlehem. On
Sunday, we worshipped in the new church that
was built there, together with the pilgrims from
Calvary Pandan whose itinerary coincided with
ours on that Lord’s Day. Rev George Awad,
now a good 72 years, welcomed all of us and
paid a warm tribute to the late Pastor Tow.
After the service, he invited Mrs Tow to hang a
plaque on a wall in memory of him. It was an
emotional moment for all of us. We also visited

the Baraka Educational Centre which had a
nursery and classrooms where the Palestinians
could learn some computer skills for gainful
employment. 

Entering Jerusalem the following day, I was
struck by how crowded and congested it has
become. Traffic snarled through the narrow
roads, coaches squeezed to the sides, and
tourists spilled out only to be instantly accosted
by peddlers everywhere selling postcards and
souvenirs for “one dollar, one dollar”. Over two
days, our biblical trail took us to the Mount of
Olives, the Garden of Gethsemane, the Palace
of the High Priest Caiaphas, the Upper Room,
the Pool of Bethesda, the Via Dolorosa, the
Place of the Skull and the Garden Tomb. The
Mount of Olives had special significance. It was
not only the place where Jesus ascended to
heaven, it will be the very same place on which
He will set foot when He returns (Zech 14:4)
and it will split into two when that happens.
Walking down the Palm Sunday Road, we
passed a graveyard with many tombstones. It
was explained that the Christian Jews wanted
to be buried near where Jesus will return. But 1
Thessalonians 4:16 tells us that when Jesus
descends “the dead in Christ shall rise first”.
More important than where you are buried is
whether you are saved. Be sure of our
salvation was the message from the
tombstones. As we made our way to the
Garden Tomb, the long queue of pilgrims
waiting to go inside would find it empty. And we
rejoice in that, for our faith is in a risen Saviour.
The drizzle that had accompanied our walk
along the Via Dolorosa towards the Place of the
Skull ceased and, as the chilly evening began
to lose its light, we had a short Lord’s Supper
service in the Garden. Singing the chorus of
“Yesterday, Today, Forever”, we were
reminded to be sure of our salvation. 

This was echoed the following day at
Megiddo or Armageddon, where we stood and
surveyed the Valley of Jezreel that stretched
before us to as far as the eye could see – the
site of the final battle as recorded in Revelation
16:12-16. Jesus will come at anytime, as a thief
in the night. Blessed is he who is alert and
vigilant. Be sure that we have on the robe of
Christ’s righteousness, our garment of
salvation, and we will be witness to the final
battle at Armageddon (Rev 19:11-21). Another
highlight of the trip was the sunrise service by
the Sea of Galilee. As we sat facing the sea,

from the beach of Kibbutz Ma’agan where we
stayed, the early morning darkness lifted and
we read from John 21 about how Peter and
the other disciples could not catch any fish all
night until Jesus appeared on the shore when
the morning came and told them where to cast
their nets. Similarly, we cannot do anything
without Jesus Christ. The important thing is to
love the Lord, take up our cross and follow
Jesus. The area surrounding the Sea of
Galilee is where Jesus spent most of His
public life, teaching, healing and performing
most of His miracles. We visited many of these
places and saw many archaeological sites
which were believed to be remains of these
biblical locations. One vivid example was
Capernaum, where Jesus centred His ministry
after Nazareth rejected Him. These sites have
been venerated by the building of ornate
churches by various denominations and so it
was helpful that Jeries, our guide, read from
the Bible everywhere we went. As we
concluded our pilgrim route in Israel, we were
reminded during devotion time of how the birth
of the Israeli nation in 1948 was a fulfilling of
prophecy in Isaiah 11:11-12. The stage is now
set for the Second Coming of Christ. 

For two weeks, 48 pilgrims from 10
churches journeyed through the lands of the
Bible on both sides of the River Jordan, “from
Dan even to Beersheba” under the watchful
eye and care of God our Father as He
promised in Psalm 121, to “preserve thy going
out and thy coming in from this time forth, and
even for evermore”. The flights were pleasant,
border crossings smooth and swift. There were
no mishaps. God watched over the pilgrims
and sustained us through all the walking, and
no one fell sick. The older children helped to
take care of the smaller ones and no one went
missing. God watched over the weather and
kept the rain away, confounding the
weathermen who forecasted rain over the two
days we were in the Sea of Galilee. God
watched over the time and we reached the
Tabernacle and Mt Megiddo just before closing
hour. We were also able to get out of Eilat just
minutes before the roads were closed for a
triathalon. Thank God for His guidance for He
truly went before us and led us all the way.
Our trip to the Holy Land has ended, but our
journey with Christ continues. May He
continue to lead us as we keep walking with
Jesus. 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Dec 14 – 20, 2009)  

FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
     RELC Room 502 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship  
 4.30 pm Christmas Gospel Meeting 
     Children’s Christmas Programme 
SUN   9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am  Worship (Rev Dennis Kwok) 
     Korean Service (Room 503) 
     Filipina Bible Study (Rm 1704) 
     Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503) 
 

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat, 
Dec 19, 09 at 3.30pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 48A 
Foch Road. For transport, please meet at FEBC at 
2.50pm or at Lavender MRT at 3.10pm. Message: 
“I AM the True Vine” by Rev Dr Quek Suan 
Yew. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details. 
Christmas Gospel Meeting this Sat, Dec 19, 09 
at 4.30pm, RELC Room 1702. Rev Dr Jeffrey 
Khoo speaks on “God’s Perfect Gift”. Bring a 
friend! There will be a Children’s Christmas 
Programme held at RELC Room 1703 
concurrently with the Christmas Gospel Meeting 
for children aged 3 to 12 years. All are welcome. 
Church Choir will be having Caroling next 
Lord’s Day, Dec 20, 09. Contact Jonathan Lee at 
90275797 for details. 
Christmas Eve Carol Service will be held at the 
RELC Auditorium on Dec 24, 09 at 8pm. 
Speaker: Dr Paul Ferguson. 
Watchnight Service will be held at the RELC 
Auditorium on Dec 31, 09 at 10.45pm. Speaker: 
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. The Lord’s Supper will be 
served.  
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No. 157 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Isaiah 9:1-7 
Hymn        No. 141 
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn No. 151 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Scripture Text              Micah 4:1-2 
Sermon                         In the Holy Land with an 
   Open Bible 
 (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
Closing Hymn     No. 139 
 (Lord’s Supper) 
Benediction  Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

Religion Vain or Pure? 
Rev Dr Das Koshy 

Religion is primarily a matter of the heart. It is 
loving and serving God with all our heart and with 
all our soul (Deut 11:13; Josh 22:5; 1 Sam 7:3; 
12:24; Jer 29:13; Joel 2:12; Eph 3:17; 1 Pet 3:15). 
But it cannot be kept as a secret from others’ 
notice. The inner experience of religion will result 
in outward practice of it. One’s devotion of heart 
will manifest itself externally. Religion affects our 
whole conduct.  

Such outward expressions will provide 
evidence to the real nature of one’s religiosity. In 
his epistle, James wrote about certain outward 
expressions of religious men in the church, which 
either proves or disproves their religiosity. He 
wrote, “If any man among you seem to be 
religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth 
his own heart, this man’s religion is vain. Pure 
religion and undefiled before God and the Father 
is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the 

world” (Jas 1:26-27). 
Vain Religion 

James’s major concern in verse 26
is about churchgoers whose “religion is
vain”.  

Vain religion is found within the
church. Hence, the statement, “If any
man among you”. By putting the matter
thus, James also expects every man to
deal with himself so that he might
evaluate his religion. An individual
inquiry ought to be done by everyone
who “seem to be religious”. 

James’s caution to his readers was
against what “seem to be religious”.
There is a need to guard against every
kind of simulation in the religious life.
There may be much zeal, as in the case
of the Pharisees. There may be much
apparent charity and benevolence
towards fellow church members. There
may be apparent love for God’s Word
and commitment to God’s service. Each
and all of these things may exist in the
life of a man in whose heart there is no
true religion. 

People who feign to be religious
are many in these last days. Hence,
we need to examine ourselves to
see whether we walk in true piety
before the Lord. “Examine yourselves,
whether ye be in the faith; prove your
own selves” (2 Cor 13:5a). 

James specifies the sin that proves
the vainness of all apparent piety of
churchgoers. It is that of not bridling
the tongue. According to verse 26, the
apparently religious man who “bridleth
not his tongue” is a man who
“deceiveth his own heart” concerning

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
General Offerings: $12,777 
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200; 
BCEA Tanzania (for solar panel) $2,000; Berean 
BPC $50; Gethsemane Care Ministry $5,000; Dn 
Lok Kowk Wah $100; Jose Lagapa & family 
$100; Barnabas Yap $200, $100; Sim Swee Ho 
$73.10 (YPF); FEBC Bookroom $280; FEBC 
$270, $50, $50  
Total General and Designated Offerings: 
$21,250.10 
Church Building Fund $600, $500, $200 Total: 
S$918,299.27; USD600 
Verse for the Week: Chasten thy son while there 
is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying. 
Prov 19:18 
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2 
Kings under Eld Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am. All 
are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from 
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm. 
Classes for the Children’s Sunday Schools and 
Worship will be held at Level 17 wef today until 
further notice. Details of the classes are posted on 
the Notice Board outside the Auditorium. 
Catechism Class for 2010 Easter Baptism will 
commence on Jan 3, 10. Those seeking Baptism, 
Reaffirmation of Faith and Transfer of Membership 
are to submit their registration forms to Wendy 
Teng by Dec 27, 09, and attend the Catechism 
Class. 
Door-to-door HDB flats evangelism session this 
afternoon at Bukit Panjang. Meet at Blk 519 
Jelapang Road at 2.30pm. For details, contact Dn 
Charles Kan at 98310468. 
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo will be away in KL 
preaching at the Berith BPC Camp from Dec 14-
17, 09. 

 
 

Sunrise Service by the Sea of Galilee  
(FEBC's 14th Holy Land Pilgrimage,  

15-29 November 2009) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

his piety. This single uncontrolled sinful
propensity cancels all appearances of
religiosity, and shows that there is no true
religion. 

The person who speaks uncharitably,
maliciously, slanderously, who gives ready
utterance and free circulation to
misrepresentations, suspicions, insinuations—
who propagates false charges, or true ones in a
bitter, envious or malignant spirit—assuredly
bridles not his tongue. The reviler, the
backbiter, the whisperer, the reckless, the
instigator, the provocateur and the publisher of
bad names and injurious rumours about fellow
brethren are all guilty of not bridling their
tongues. An unbridled tongue would also
engage in swearing, cursing, jesting, perjury,
frivolous talking and blasphemy.  

Why does James make so much of the
bridling of the tongue? It indicates a rooted
deception of the heart. The man with an
unbridled tongue may think he is right and just
in saying what he says against others, though
in reality his aggressive words are a
manifestation of his insubordination, rebellion,
jealousy, unforgiveness, pride and all such evil
of heart. The tongue, let it be remembered, is
regulated and ruled by the heart; for “out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh”
(Matt 12:34, 35).  

Proverbs 26 gives a clear description of the
corrupt and heinous nature of the unbridled
tongue. Here we are forewarned that seven
abominations are found in the heart of the one
who engages in malicious spreading of
rumours. “He that hateth dissembleth with his
lips, and layeth up deceit within him; when he
speaketh fair, believe him not: for there are
seven abominations in his heart. Whose hatred
is covered by deceit, his wickedness shall be
shewed before the whole congregation. Whoso
diggeth a pit shall fall therein: and he that
rolleth a stone, it will return upon him. A lying
tongue hateth those that are afflicted by it; and
a flattering mouth worketh ruin” (Prov 26:24-
28). 

Let us remember that religion is designed

to bring the whole man under control, and to
subdue every faculty of the body and mind to
its demands. If the tongue is not restrained,
and if there is any uncontrolled propensity to
sin with the tongue, it proves that there is no
true religion. So make the subduing and
controlling of your tongue the subject of your
daily prayer. 

Pure Religion 
James then spoke of “pure religion and

undefiled before God and the Father”. This
can be false piety, as no simulation can
impress the all-knowing God. He is the Father
of lights (Jas 1:17), and nothing is hidden
from Him. Moreover, He is the source of
“every good gift and every perfect gift”.
Nothing impure and defiled will be
acceptable to Him. Hence, only that which is
consistent with His purity and goodness can
be considered as pure religion. 

There is a twofold expression of pure
religion. The first, according to James, is “to
visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction” (Jas 1:27a). Not all orphans and
widows are in affliction. It is such who are in
dire need and trouble that James is referring
to. Every true Christian must be
compassionate as his Father is, especially
towards children and women who are in a
peculiarly desolate and distressing condition.
The duty specified is that of visiting these
afflicted ones, which includes every kind of
friendly, compassionate help that can be
rendered—counsel, aid, defence, soothing
their sorrows, supplying their wants,
vindicating their rights, etc. We are to come
into contact with them—to go to them in
person—to minister to their needs. 

The second is “to keep himself unspotted
from the world” (Jas 1:27b). Here strict purity
is enjoined. The world is corrupt and hence a
very defiling thing. And, mind you, we are
not even to be spotted by it, we are to guard
against the slightest stain, avoiding all its
vanities as well as its vices. From every kind
of worldliness we are to “keep ourselves”. Be
pure and kind, as your Father in heaven is.  

To Equip and Reach Out 
(Samuel Eio’s Testimony of 18 May 2009 in 

Application to Study Full-Time at Far Eastern 
Bible College, Commencing 4 January 2010)

I am a fourth-generation Christian, as my
mother’s grandfather was a preacher of the
gospel in China. From an early age, I have
been exposed to biblical teachings and Bible
stories as I grew up in Life Bible-Presbyterian
Church at Gilstead Road. There I was also
baptised as an infant. I reaffirmed my faith in
Christ at the age of 14. Despite all these
outward forms of religion, I must confess that
the journey toward true repentance and faith in
our Lord Jesus Christ did not come easy for
me. 

I find it strange when people ask me if
I remember being converted. I cannot quite
remember when, but it must have been when I
was about six years old, when I did ask the
Lord Jesus to come into my heart. There was
no dramatic conversion – life remained pretty
much the same, largely because of the fact that
church-going and Sunday school was still very
much a weekly habit for me. Singing Christian
songs in the Children’s Choir and memorising
50 verses every year in Sunday School were
some of the activities I remember as a child. 

However, every time I heard a thought-
provoking message about examining my faith
and whether I was truly saved, I would begin
to feel uneasy. At that time, I was also
attending Anglo-Chinese School, a Methodist
institution, where they had an annual Religious
Emphasis Week, during which we would be
encouraged to pray the sinner’s prayer. I
almost always prayed that prayer, year after
year, for I feared condemnation and God’s
wrath and hellfire. I suppose I wanted to be
saved, but not for the right reasons. 

As a teenager, I spent many days in doubt
about my salvation, which is ironic, since I had
undergone reaffirmation of faith. I found
myself struggling with many old ways, and felt
guilty for my repeated sinning. Finally, after
reading a book by H A Ironside (the title I

cannot recall fully but it was something like
“Assurance – to know you’re truly saved”), I
realised that there is no other name under
heaven given among men that I could be
saved, except by our Lord Jesus’ Name. His
Person, His works and His Righteousness are
the bedrock of my faith, and God sees me as
righteous through what His Son has done for
me at Calvary, 2000 years ago. I know I can
never fully comprehend the extent of His
great love toward sinners like me. Humbly, I
accepted the grace and salvation He so freely
gives me; no amount of works done can be
sufficient to repay. Today, if I find the
Tempter casting doubts in my mind about
salvation whenever I stray, I will look back to
the Cross and what Jesus has accomplished –
not at my ability, not at my own works, but
HIS and claim His shed blood as the once-
for-all perfect payment for my sins. My
salvation is a product of His grace and –
thanks be to God – through faith, I have
received it. 

In my present church, True Life BPC, I
am serving in the Young People’s Fellowship
(YPF). Serving in the YPF gives me
opportunities to share His grace to those who
have yet to believe and to reach out to the
younger Christians who may be struggling
just as I was in their spiritual walk. I also
play the organ at Calvary Pandan BPC’s
Sunset Gospel Bible Fellowship once a
month, as an expression of thanksgiving for
His goodness and for blessing me with the
musical gift, that I may bless others as well.
I believe one should constantly develop
oneself and multiply the talents that God has
given us, as good stewards of His manifold
grace.  

If God wills, in the next stage of my life,
after spending about four to five years in a
boys’ school as a science teacher, I should
like to equip myself that I might reach out to
more souls, even my children’s and to take
the Great Commission even more seriously
than I have ever done in my life up till now.
May God help me to see that day! Amen.  
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Dec 21 – 27, 2009)  

THU 8.00 pm  Christmas Eve Carol Service 
FRI 10.30 am Korean Christmas Service  
     (Room 503) 
 8.00 pm No Prayer Meeting 
SAT 2.00 pm Family Bible Fellowship 
 3.30 pm No YPF Meeting  
SUN   9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am  Worship (Dr S H Tow) 
     Korean Service (Room 503) 
     Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503) 
Christmas Eve Carol Service will be held this 
Thu, Dec 24, 09 at the RELC Auditorium at 8pm. 
Speaker: Dr Paul Ferguson. Bring a friend to hear 
the gospel.  
Watchnight Service will be held at the RELC 
Auditorium on Dec 31, 09 at 10.45pm. Speaker: 
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. The Lord’s Supper will be 
served.  
Church Choir will be having Caroling this 
evening. Please meet at RELC at 4.45pm. Contact 
Jonathan Lee at 90275797 for details. 
Family Bible Fellowship Meeting this Sat, Dec 
26, 09 at Mr and Mrs Edward Wong’s home, 45 
Hindhede Walk, #06-04 (Lobby 2), Springdale 
Condominium, Singapore 587978, 2pm. Tel: 
64670645. Message: “Pray without Ceasing” by 
Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew. Contact Ng Choon Seng 
at 97669005 for details. 
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are recorded 
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio CD 
($3). You may place your prepaid orders or 
collect your orders at the Booktable, 12pm – 
12.30pm. 
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Eld J T Joseph 
Opening Hymn No. 153 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Micah 5 
Hymn        No. 171 
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn No. 165 
Offertory Prayer Eld J T Joseph 
Scripture Text      Hebrews 4:1-11 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dennis Kwok          
Sermon                         Entering into His Rest 
 (Rev Dennis Kwok) 
Closing Hymn     No. 369 
Benediction  Rev Dennis Kwok 

In the Holy Land with an Open Bible 
 (A Message by the Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo at  

True Life BPC on 13 December 2009) 
In Holy Land today, one will see pilgrims from all 

over the world visiting the biblical sites. This is a 
foreshadowing of what God said would come to 
pass in the Millennium, “And many nations shall
come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God 
of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we 
will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of 
Zion, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem”
(Mic 4:2). 

Our recent 14th pilgrimage was a most blessed 
one, and we thank the Lord for it. All 48 pilgrims 
from 10 churches not only walked the land where
Jesus walked, but also learned many precious 
lessons from out of His Word. Our pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land is not for superstitious or idolatrous 
reasons. We go to the Holy Land because there “he 
will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the 
word of the LORD from Jerusalem.” 

So what did we learn this time in the Holy Land? 
I want to share with you three things I have learned 

from the Lord and from His Word: 

Israel a Miracle Nation 
“And many nations shall come, and

say, Come, and let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, and to the
house of the God of Jacob.”  

Pilgrimages are meaningful because
of Israel’s place in God’s redemptive
plan. Israel was God’s chosen nation
and still is. Deuteronomy 7:6 says, “For
thou art an holy people unto the LORD
thy God: the LORD thy God hath
chosen thee to be a special people unto
himself, above all people that are upon
the face of the earth.” From Israel has
come a Saviour—the Lord Jesus Christ.
Christmas reminds us of the first coming
of Christ. He came the first time as the
Lamb of God to take away the sin of the
world (John 1:29). He died on the cross
and rose from the dead on the third day.
One day He will return to judge this
world. Did not the angels tell the
disciples as He ascended up to heaven,
“Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into heaven? this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as
ye have seen him go into heaven” (Acts
1:11)? Jesus ascended to heaven from
the Mount of Olives (Acts 1:12), and
when He returns, He will descend and
step on the same Mount and it will split
in two as prophesied by Zechariah,
“And his feet shall stand in that day
upon the mount of Olives, which is
before Jerusalem on the east, and the
mount of Olives shall cleave in the
midst thereof toward the east and
toward the west, and there shall be a
very great valley; and half of the
mountain shall remove toward the
north, and half of it toward the south”
(Zech 14:4). Today, the mountain is still

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day: $18,062 
Fellowships’ Collections: AF $402; LF $405 
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200; 
Rev Prabhudas Koshy $1,000; Mrs Anne Clements 
$100; BCEA Kenya $100; Barnabas Yap $500; Ng 
Yew Chong $50; Samuel Eio $50; Sim Swee Ho 
$760; Wendy Teng $100; FEBC Dining Club 
$100; FEBC $450, $400, $100, $100, $50 
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
$22,929 
Church Building Fund $200 Total: S$918,499.27; 
USD600 
Verse for the Week: A man of great wrath shall 
suffer punishment: for if thou deliver him, yet thou 
must do it again. Prov 19:19 
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2 
Kings under Eld Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.  
Classes for the Children’s Sunday Schools and 
Worship will be held at Level 17 wef today until 
further notice. Details of the classes are posted on 
the Notice Board outside the Auditorium. 
Catechism Class for 2010 Easter Baptism will 
commence on Jan 3, 10. Those seeking Baptism, 
Reaffirmation of Faith and Transfer of Membership 
are to submit their registration forms to Wendy 
Teng by next Lord’s Day, Dec 27, 09, and attend 
the Catechism Class. 
Far Eastern Bible College reopens with a Day of 
Prayer and Registration on Mon, Jan 4, 10, 9am, 
Calvary Tengah BPC. FEBC’s Basic Theology for 
Everyone night courses will resume with First 
Kings by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew on Jan 4, 10 
(Mon) and First Corinthians by Rev Dr Jeffrey 
Khoo on Jan 7, 10 (Thu), 7.30pm – 9.30pm at 
FEBC, 9A Gilstead Road. 

 

Rev George Awad welcoming Singapore 
pilgrims to the Lord's Day Service at the 

Baraka BP Church, Shepherds Field, 
Bethlehem, 22 November 2009 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

one not two, not divided yet. Jesus Christ has
not yet returned, but He will, and we believe it
will be very soon looking at the signs of the
times. 

We know that Jesus will return soon by this
sign—the sign of the nation of Israel which has
been a nation dispersed into the four corners of
the earth since AD 70 but now back as a full-
fledged nation in the Promised Land. The
restoration of Israel as a nation in 1948 is a
fulfilment of Isaiah 11:11-12, “And it shall come
to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his
hand again the second time to recover the
remnant of his people, which shall be left, from
Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and
from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar,
and from Hamath, and from the islands of the
sea. And he shall set up an ensign for the
nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of
Israel, and gather together the dispersed of
Judah from the four corners of the earth.”  

We know that the Jews were taken out
of their land the first time in 586 BC, when
Nebuchadnezzar conquered Judah. Later on,
King Cyrus of Persia conquered Babylon, and
allowed the Jews to return to their homeland to
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and the Temple.
The Jews were never scattered to different
parts of the world until AD 70 when the
Romans destroyed both Jerusalem and the
Temple. At that time, the Jews fled for their
lives and sought refuge in foreign cities. Since
then, they have been experiencing the
chastening hand of the Lord. Despite their sins,
the Lord has not forsaken them. The Lord
promised to gather them back “the second
time.” This time not from one nation, but from
all the nations of the world. In Eilat this time, I
met a Jew who was black, originally from
Chicago. Having served in the Israeli army,
he now works as a waiter. May the gospel
preached to him find him believing in the Lord
Jesus Christ one day.  

Now that Israel is back in the Promised
Land, it can no more be uprooted. The God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob has seen to it. The
many attempts since 1948 to destroy Israel
have failed. The stage is now set for the
Antichrist to appear and make a peace treaty
with Israel which will initiate the Great
Tribulation period which will last for seven
years (Dan 9:27). At the end of the seven

years, Jesus Christ will return as King of kings
and Lord of lords to destroy His enemies (Rev
19:11-21), and rule over the whole world from
Jerusalem for a thousand years (Rev 20:6).
Are you ready for the Lord’s coming? 

The Bible Comes Alive 
“[A]nd he will teach us of his ways, and we

will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth
of Zion, and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem.”  

Many pilgrims testify, “The Bible has come
alive for me in the Holy Land.” Of course, this
does not mean that the Bible is not or cannot
be alive or lively outside of the Holy Land.
The Bible is objectively the Word of God, and
in and of itself is powerful to convict a sinner
of his sins and convert him to the Lord Jesus
Christ anywhere in the world. Nevertheless,
reading and studying the Bible in the Holy
Land can be a very rewarding experience
because one is in a “live” classroom seeing
for oneself the very places where the events
of the Bible took place. This shows that
the stories in the Bible are not fairy tales
but actual historical events involving actual
historical persons and historical places in
times past. For example, we saw the ruins of
Jericho, the city conquered by Joshua when
God miraculously caused its walls to tumble
down after the Israelites walked around the
city seven times (Josh 6:15-16). In Caesarea,
we saw a stone with an inscription of the
name of Pontius Pilate describing him as the
Prefect of Judea. For years, scholars had
questioned the existence of such a man, until
this stone was uncovered in 1961. The Holy
Scriptures already tell us of Pontius Pilate and
what he did to Jesus Christ. We know by faith
that the Bible as God’s infallible and inerrant
Word is true not only on spiritual matters
but also historical and geographical matters.
Actually, we do not need this monumental
inscription of Pilate to tell us or give us
certainty that the Bible is true, we already
know it is true by faith. The Bible says it, that
settles it, we believe it (Heb 11:6). It is the
Scriptures alone that give us faith not such
external evidences (Rom 10:17). God knows
how to defend His Word and His Name. In
His good time, He allows such stones to be
uncovered in order to indict and shame the
liberals and sceptics for their unbelief. 

I can go on and on talking about such facts
and evidences, but facts and evidences do not
save—it is the Gospel alone that saves. A Holy
Land pilgrimage is no pilgrimage when the
Gospel is not preached, and a pilgrim is no
pilgrim if he does not believe in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. A Holy Land pilgrimage is no
pilgrimage when the Bible is not faithfully
expounded and its truths humbly received by
the pilgrims. That was why in the Holy Land we
have evening services to praise and thank God
for His blessings, and to read the Scriptures
and consider the significance of what we had
seen during the day. I am very thankful to the
Lord that one member of our recent pilgrimage
said, “I actually joined the trip as a tourist, but I
will return home as a pilgrim. I now regard
the Bible as my Textbook and not merely a
reference book.” Praise the Lord! Golgotha and
the empty tomb are powerful testimonies of
what Jesus Christ did for us—our Saviour who
“died for our sins, according to the scriptures,
and that he was buried, and that he rose again
the third day according to the scriptures” (1 Cor
15:3-4). Are you saved? Are you a pilgrim on
your way to heaven? If not, then confess your
sins right now, believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and you will be on your pilgrim way to
heaven. 

Living Stones in the Holy Land 
When we visit the Holy Land, our interest

is not so much on the dead stones, but on
the living stones—fellow believers of the Lord
Jesus Christ who dwell in the Holy Land—
Messianic Jews, Palestinian Bible
Presbyterians (BP), and Christians from
Mainland China.  

When we entered Israel, the first place we
visited was a life-size model or replica of
the Tabernacle constructed by a group of
Messianic Jews (Jews who believed in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ). The believing Jewess
who explained the elements of the Tabernacle
also used the Tabernacle to share the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. Thank God for the preaching of
the Gospel by these Messianic Jews. I was told
there are about 20,000 of them in Israel.   

What a joy it was to worship with
the Christian Palestinians—fellow BPs—in
Bethlehem. The Baraka BP Church was
founded in the 1950s by BP missionaries from
the United States. Today, Rev George Awad

and his youngest son Rev Danny Awad take
care of the little flock in that little town. They
have an old church, but we worshipped in the
new church in Shepherds Field which could
accommodate more people. They also have
an education centre which they hope can be
used as a Bible College one day. I gave two
special night lectures on the Inspiration and
Preservation of the Biblical Canon and
Text. The Palestinian brethren were very
encouraged by the doctrine of the Verbal and
Plenary Preservation of the Holy Scriptures.
They said that their Arabic Bible is accurately
translated from the Textus Receptus just like
the KJV with all the words intact. Although
there are newer versions of the Arabic Bible,
they said that it is the old version, not the
modern versions, that is popular among the
Arab Christians. 

We capped our pilgrimage to the Holy
Land by worshipping with about a hundred
Mainland Chinese in the Chinese Christian
Church of Jordan who are under the care of
Rev and Mrs Clarence Chee, BP missionaries
from Singapore. I preached from Psalm 19
on God’s Perfect Gift, and Mrs Chee did a
fine job as my interpreter. These Chinese
believers from “the land of Sinim” (Isa 49:12;
not “Aswan” in Egypt as erroneously rendered
in the NIV) are in Jordan to work in factories.
Although their life as factory workers in a
foreign land is very hard, they exude the
peace and joy of the Lord. Having accepted
the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour, they
know of a higher life that only God can give.
We were also glad to see Pastor Maher of the
Irbid Baptist Church who had studied in FEBC
for a semester. The Chinese Christian Church
meet in the premises of the Irbid Baptist
Church. 

Will there be a 15th pilgrimage to the
Holy Land? The spiritual benefits gained by
God’s people from such pilgrimages and the
blessings that we can bring to God’s people in
the Holy Land have stirred my heart to plan
for another trip. It goes without saying that
such plans must first be committed to the
Lord in prayer. It is only when the Lord so
directs and opens the way again can we say,
“Next year, Jerusalem!” Anyway, let me have
your names if you desire to participate in the
next pilgrimage, and let us see how the Lord
leads.  
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Dec 28, 2009 – Jan 3, 2010)

THU 10.45 pm Watchnight Service
11.00 pm Korean Service (Rm 503)

FRI 8.00 pm No Prayer Meeting
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Filipina Bible Study (Rm 1705)
Catechism Class (Rm 806)

10.30 am Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew)
Korean Service (Rm 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Sunday School

Watchnight Service will be held at the RELC
Auditorium this Thu, Dec 31, 09 at 10.45pm.
Speaker: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. The Lord’s
Supper will be served.
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2
Kings under Eld Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Catechism Class for 2010 Easter Baptism
will commence next Lord’s Day, Jan 3, 10 at
RELC Room 806. Those seeking Baptism,
Reaffirmation of Faith and Transfer of
Membership are to submit their registration forms
to Wendy Teng by today, and attend the
Catechism Class.
Filipina Bible Study Fellowship will meet every
Sunday at 9.15am – 10.15am wef next Lord’s
Day, Jan 3, 10. Venue: RELC Room 1705.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting this Sat,
Jan 2, 10 at 3.30pm. Message: “Grounded in the
Faith” by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Venue: Berean
BPC, 48A Foch Road. For transport, please meet
at FEBC at 2.50pm or at Lavender MRT at
3.10pm. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mrs Ruth Tan on Jan 8, 10,
Fri at 8pm. Address: Blk 505, Serangoon North
Avenue 4, #14-462, Singapore 550505. Tel:
98302474.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 162
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 98
Hymn No. 152
Announcements
Special Number Youth Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 187
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text Psalm 90
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow
Sermon Preparing for the New Year

(Dr S H Tow)
Closing Hymn When This Passing World

Is Done
Benediction Dr S H Tow

What’s Your Purpose in Fellowship?
(Report on the Young People’s Fellowship

Camp 2009 by Clement Chew)

The Young People’s Fellowship (YPF) Camp is
an annual spiritual retreat organised by the YPF to
strengthen the faith of the young people in the
congregation. It also serves as an avenue for the
young people to have fellowship with one another
so that they may provoke one another unto love
and to good works (Heb 10:24-25).

This year’s YPF camp was held in Calvary
Tengah Bible-Presbyterian Church and attracted a
total of 31 participants. The theme of the camp was
“What’s Your Purpose in Fellowship?” based on
Hebrews 10:24-25—“And let us consider one
another to provoke unto love and to good works:
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching.” The speaker for the theme messages
was Rev Tan Kian Sing from Berean Bible-

Presbyterian Church.
During the theme messages, Rev

Tan frequently emphasised the need for
fellowship and to serve one another
from 1 Corinthians 12:1-31. Just as the
physical body needs all of its members
to function properly, so every member
is vital to the body of Christ. The eye
cannot say it has no need for the hand,
neither can the head say it has no need
of the feet. When one member suffers,
the whole body of Christ suffers.
Hence, no man in the body of Christ is
alone, but each one participates in a
harmonious fellowship among the
saints. Rev Tan also exhorted us to
discover our spiritual gifts and to use
them fervently to serve one another in
love. After every theme message, the
campers were divided into groups to
deliberate over discussion questions
given by the speaker. The sharing
within each group was so rich that it
often carried on even during mealtimes.
It was indeed encouraging to see the
youths engaged in conversation over
spiritual matters rather than on worldly
things.

The night messages were based on
the theme “For the Word of God and
the Testimony of Jesus Christ” taken
from Revelation 1. During the night
messages, our elder, Dr Jeffrey Khoo,
exhorted us to hold fast to the two
foundations in the Christian life which
are the Word of God and the Testimony
of Jesus Christ. He talked about how
the two foundations came under attack
throughout church history, and how we
ought to be discerning and earnestly
contend for the faith.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS
General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day S$15,450;
RM73; Christmas Eve Service S$14,478; GBP1; RM2
Designated Offerings: Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200; Rev
Danny Awad $100; Rev Hien $200, $100, $10; Mrs
Anne Clements $1,000; Amos Go (Myanmar) $100;
Thang No (Myanmar) $100; New Life Orphan
Centre (Myanmar) $600, $500; BCEA Tanzania
$250, $250; Berean BPC $50; Gethsemane BPC
$500, $20; Gethsemane Care Ministry $150; Church
Choir $500, $200; Anya (FEBC) $50; Degu (FEBC)
$50; Jose Lagapa (FEBC) $200, $100, $100; Lin
Yang (FEBC) $200, $100; Joshua Yong (FEBC)
$100; Barnabas Yap $200, $100; Clement Chew $50;
Murray Ong $200; Sim Swee Ho $100; Wendy Teng
$200, $100, $100; FEBC Dining Club $200; FEBC
Legal Fees $3,000; FEBC $5,000, $1,000, $1,000,
$500, $400, $200, $100, $100, $100, $50, $50
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$48,408; GBP1; RM75
Church Building Fund $500, $200, $200, $100,
$100, $50 Total: S$919,649.27; USD600

Verse for the Week: Hear counsel, and receive
instruction, that thou mayest be wise in thy latter end.
Prov 19:20

Far Eastern Bible College reopens with a Day of
Prayer and Registration on Mon, Jan 4, 10, 9am,
Calvary Tengah BPC. Transport leaves FEBC at
8.15am sharp. FEBC’s Basic Theology for
Everyone night courses will resume with First Kings
by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew on Jan 4, 10 (Mon) and
First Corinthians by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo on Jan 7,
10 (Thu), 7.30pm – 9.30pm at FEBC, 9A Gilstead
Road.
FCM POLY Excursion to NP & SP Open House
will be held on Sat, Jan 9, 2010. Those intending to
enrol in these 2 polytechnics, please meet at Clementi
MRT Station at 9.30am. Seniors from our B-P
churches will be there to show the ropes. Contact Lek
Xuan at 96389814 for details.

True Life YPF Camp, 7-12 December 2009



In addition to the messages, the campers
went evangelising door to door at Choa Chu
Kang Central. The campers also took part in
objective games where they took home many
lessons about Christian living. At the end of the
camp, the campers had a Bible Quiz. Through
the Bible Quiz, the campers learnt that there was
much to be learned from the Bible and how they
ought to invest time to study God’s Word (2 Tim
2:5).

This year, we were blessed by three African
FEBC students, namely Degu, Ibrahim and Eric.
They exhorted us from God’s Word every
morning and also participated actively during
discussions. Their testimony served as an
example for the campers to emulate. The senior
members of the YPF were also very encouraged
by the younger campers who showed a great
desire to learn God’s Word. Truly they were like
new born babes desiring the sincere milk of the
Word of God (1 Pet 2:2).

For further details concerning the YPF camp,
please visit our website at http://sites.google.com
/site/ypfcamp2009/home. You will be able to
download the messages as well as view the
photos of the various activities held during the
camp. We have also attached extracts of
testimonies of some of the campers below.

Please continue to pray for the YPF that we
will continue to grow in the grace and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
(2 Pet 3:18). Amen.

Testimonies
“I thank God for being able to take time off

from my work to attend the YPF camp. It was a
great time to catch up with brothers and sisters in

Christ. Thank God especially for the
opportunity to make some new friends.
The messages on the theme of Christian
Fellowship reminded me of how important it
is for Christians to have fellowship with one
another, and how we ought to serve others
with our gifts. The objective games were
especially fruitful because they were a very
blunt reminder to me of how easy it is to
forget about being a good testimony once we
are caught up in doing other things. I was also
very touched by the testimonies of the FEBC
students during dorm devotion when we
shared our thoughts and experiences based on
Luke 9:23. Most of all, I’m reminded by the
Lord how I ought to be always sharing the
gospel, whether with my friends, my students,
or during evangelism sessions with the
church.” – Desmond

“I truly thank the Lord for enabling me to
attend this year’s YPF camp. It had been a
time of much spiritual refreshment. I thank
God for Rev Tan Kian Sing, whose dedication
to the Lord was manifested in the detailed
outlines of his messages and thoughtful
discussion questions for each message. Rev
Tan also gave us very helpful pointers before
we set off for our evangelism session, and
lived out his messages on fellowship when he
drove a group of us in his church van to the
place of our evangelism. I also thank God for
the wonderful daily discussion sessions after
the messages, where we shared and bore one
another’s mutual burdens, and exhorted and
encouraged one another in the Lord. I had
indeed been much blessed and also learnt
much through these sessions. The greatest joy
for me in this camp was seeing the younger
ones truly growing in the grace and in the
knowledge of Jesus Christ (2 Pet 3:18). All
praise and glory be to God!” – Joycelyn

“Through the messages, the most striking
lesson that I learnt is that the Lord gives us
the grace according to the measure of the gift
of Christ (Eph 4:7). Many times, I only
remember that God is the giver of gifts, but
forget that just as He is gracious to give us a
gift, He will definitely give us the grace to
help us use the gift in our service to Him.

Thus, I am greatly encouraged that the Lord will
definitely help me to fulfil my purpose in
fellowship so that I will be able to serve to the
best of my ability and do not need to be afraid
of being inadequate to serve Him. All that is
required of me is faithfulness. May the Lord help
me to serve Him faithfully, remembering the
grace of God sustains me in using my spiritual
gift for Him. Another lesson learnt is that the
gifts that we have are to be used for the glory
of God and the edification of the brethren.
Normally, we just say that our gifts are for the
glory of God and forget that it is also for the
edification of the church. Thus, we must always
be mindful of the purpose of spiritual gifts and
where we must exercise our gifts in.” – Candice

“During the camp, I observed that the theme
and night speakers were very willing to minister
to a small group of people of very young age.
This is hard to find in my country where there
are many ‘theologians’ who despise ministering
to small groups of people and the youth. The
speakers truly followed the example of Paul in
Romans 11:13 and 15:31. The young people
were also eager to learn God’s Word, asking
many theological questions during discussions.
These experiences will help me greatly in my
future ministry.” – Degu

“I am very happy to testify of the blessings
which I received from the YPF Camp. I am so
thankful to God for the organisation of the whole
camp; everything was very well organised and
every activity was directed by a responsible
person. The handbook which contained the
theme of the Camp, the summary of the lessons
and the timetable was well arranged and
respected. The camp committee was well

organised with everyone knowing and
performing his/her work well. I was also
impressed by the young brothers and sisters
for their diligence, love and great desire to
learn the Word of God. Everybody was joyous
and happily participated in all the activities in
fellowship. I really thank God for I have learnt
many things from the YPF Camp.”– Eric

“Praise God for the opportunity given to
me to attend True Life’s youth camp each
year. The God-honouring fellowship and
Christ-centred messages of Reverend Khoo
and Pastor Tan have truly been refreshing to
my spiritual walk. In addition to that, praise
God for the dedication of the camp committee
to the overall success of the event, including
providing sufficient food (in many cases, more
than sufficient) and entertaining games that
involved Christian-based lessons. Even as the
theme message is on Christian unity, it is my
prayer for all those who attended to treasure
the common love we share in Jesus, and to
continually grow in His grace and wisdom
together. Once again, thank God!” – Ben Lim

“Thank the Lord for the privilege of
hearing the Word of God being preached. We
learnt many truths about taking care of and
fellowshipping with our brethren as well as
being separate from the world. I pray that we
can apply these principles in our Christian
conduct. Be not hearers but doers of the
word. We thank God for the opportunity to
evangelise, going from door to door giving
people tracts and telling people about the
gospel. Evangelism needs to be approached
with reverence and godly fear. The gospel of
Christ is the power of God unto salvation. I
also think it is important to make mention of
our experience in the prayer meeting we
attended on Friday. We could hear the
brethren pray fervently together and we know
that our Father in heaven hears our prayers
when two or three are gathered in Jesus’ name.
As for the incident during testimony time, I
learnt that everything we do in life including
what we say should be done unto God and not
unto men. When we have that in mind, what
we say do or think will reflect God’s presence
in our lives.” – Daniel Lim
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